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Pastor’s Pen 

 

I came across some fall humor: Fall is a season for big decisions — like whether or not it’s too late to start spring 
cleaning. The fall leaves are a lot like raising kids. First they turn on you, and then they fly away. And next thing you 
know, you look out the window and they’re back! I got tired of looking at all those leaves in my yard, so I got up off 
the couch and went into action. I closed the curtains. Let me bring to you attention several fall highlights for us at 
Risen Christ! 

 

Director of Christian Outreach Intern: We have been asked by Phillip Johnson the Director of Christian 

Outreach at Concordia, Saint Paul to be a host congregation for one of their interns. Each year they send students 
out for a learning opportunity as interns with congregations and missions agencies both here in North America and 
even overseas. The Hospitality Center for Chinese on the University of Minnesota campus requested an intern, but 
Phillip Johnson also felt it would be helpful to get some experience with a local congregation. Since Risen Christ 
has hosted a DCO in the past and we have ties with the Hospitality Center it seemed like a perfect fit. 

 

Caileen will serve 20 hours during the week here at Risen Christ using her gifts in the areas of outreach, teaching 
Bible studies and worship. She sings and also plays the piano and flute. She will work closely with the Outreach 
team to help us Proclaim Christ to a Changing World. About 30 hours will be spent with the Hospitality Center each 
week. Caileen will be with us from September through May before going back to school to finish up some more 
class work. She was married this summer to Alex Ostenson. We welcome them to the Risen Christ family. Take 
some time to get to know them and pray for God’s blessings as they grow as a couple and for Caileen to grow in 
ministry skills the next several months. 

 

Blessing of the Backpacks: Parents have your children bring their backpacks to worship on September 12th, September 12th, September 12th, September 12th, 

2010. 2010. 2010. 2010. Let’s kick off another year of learning with the grace of God empowering our kids as they grow in Jesus as 
well as reading, math, and other life skills. 

 

Everyone Loves A Story: We all love stories. Charles Plumb, a US Naval Academy graduate, was a jet pilot in 

Vietnam. After 75 combat missions, his plane was destroyed by a surface-to-air missile. Plumb ejected and 
parachuted into enemy lands. He was captured and spent 6 years in a communist Vietnamese prison. He survived 
the ordeal and now lectures on lessons learned from that experience. One day, when Plumb and his wife were 
sitting in a restaurant, a man at another table came up and said, "You're Plumb! You flew jet fighters in Vietnam 
from the aircraft carrier Kitty Hawk. You were shot down!" "How in the world did you know that?" asked Plumb. "I 
packed your parachute," the man replied. Plumb gasped in surprise and gratitude. The man pumped his hand and 
said, "I guess it worked!" Plumb assured him, "It sure did. If your chute hadn't worked, I wouldn't be here today." 
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Plumb thought of the many hours the sailor had spent on a long wooden table in the bowels of the ship, 
carefully weaving the shrouds and folding the silks of each chute, holding in his hands each time the fate of 
someone he didn't know. Now, Plumb asks his audience, "Who's packing your parachute?" Everyone has 
someone who provides what they need to make it through the day. Plumb also points out that he needed 
many kinds of parachutes when his plane was shot down over enemy territory - he needed his physical, 
mental, emotional, and his spiritual parachute. He called on all these supports before reaching safety. We 
begin a new sermon series based on the parables of Jesus. Jesus equips us so that our spiritual parachute is 
working properly. As you go through this month recognize people who pack your parachute! Rejoice in worship 
that we have a Savior who never let’s us down. Grace to you! 

 

Pastor Chris                                   

 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Worship Committee Notes 

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!      
We would like to extend many thanks to Shawn Urban who has served with great commitment in 
the Worship Minister role!  We have been very blessed with his musical gifts. Shawn has stepped 
down from this role at the end of August but will still serve on the Worship Committee.  Kari Ulrich 
will serve as our Worship Minister - thank you Kari for being willing to continue to serve in this 
important role! 

  

We are looking for people interested in singing in the Advent - Christmas Cantata that 

would be held in December. Practices would be on Wednesdays. If this is something you 

would like to do please contact Amy Larson at aflarson@msn.com or 651-748-9817.   

  

If you are interested in serving in any of the Worship Support Team roles, please contact Amy 
Larson or the church office to be put onto the schedule.  Training will be provided!   

  

If you are interested in playing a musical instrument or singing in our worship services 

please contact Dawn Droel or Amy Larson. We are always looking for people to share their 

musical gifts!  

  

Please feel free to contact anyone on the Worship Committee with any questions or comments about 
our worship services! 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

Plant Donations 

 

The church sanctuary plants need refreshing as many of them are old and 
overgrown.  Anyone who would like to donate a healthy plant, please contact 
either Nancy Thaemert or Donna Peters.  Both shade loving and sun loving 

plants are needed. 
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 Sunday School   

 

Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 12th at 10:15 A.M.   During the Church Service there will 

be a Sunday School and Backpack Blessing. 

 

We are blessed with the following teachers:   

  Sara N.                Pre-School/Kindergarten 

 Colleen S.            1st/2nd/3rd Grade                                                                    

 Linda P.               4th/5th Grade 

 Jay L.                   6th/7th/8th Grade 

 Joe D.                  High School 

 

Sunday School offerings September-December will go to Operation Christmas Child 

————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Friends of China continues to have English as a Second Language (ESL) classes and bi-lingual 

Bible studies twice a week at Jehovah Lutheran Church.  One of the favorite times of the Bible studies 

is singing hymns in both languages (Jesus Loves Me is a favorite).  Progress on the ESL laboratory is 

slower than we like due to some software compatibility issues with Windows 7.  One of the Chinese 

people  (Julie) led to baptism though the help of CFC is back in the America and is sharing with us 

many of her new experiences.  We hope to be able to expand the language laboratory to other 

locations and cultures later this year.  If you have any questions on our Chinese Outreach Ministry, 

please contact Paul or Merlene Lieder or Jerry Helander. 

  

************************************************************************************* 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is launching a new charitable grant program and member benefit 
called Thrivent Choice. Hopefully, by now you have received a letter from Thrivent Financial 
indicating how you can help direct Thrivent Financials’ charitable funds. A meeting is/has been held
(Aug. 26) to more fully explain Thrivent Choice Dollars to congregations. Please note that Thrivent 

expects this program to complement-not replace-your prayerful, thoughtful donations. 

Direct your designated Choice Dollars to Risen Christ congregation in one of two ways: 
1. Online – go to https://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice and select Risen Christ Lutheran Church 
from the list of organizations. 
2. Call 1-800-THRIVENT(1-800-847-4836), state “Thrivent Choice”, select "Risen Christ Lutheran 
Church, Stillwater, MN.”   
 

Thank you. 
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CROSSWAYS CLASS 
Dear Risen Christ Family, 

 

I’m writing this letter to invite you to attend a journey of biblical proportions. The Crossways Crossways Crossways Crossways Bible study program 
begins on Sunday, September 12Sunday, September 12Sunday, September 12Sunday, September 12thththth, 2010, 2010, 2010, 2010. It is a two – year course that leads people through the themes of the 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation. Would you like a better grasp of God’s Word than you have ever had in your life? 
Then read on! 

 

I’m passionate about this study for one very good reason: This course enables us to study the big picture of God’s 
Word in a meaningful way. During the next two years, we shall read and discuss the Word of God, unravel the story 
and themes and see the biblical message for our lives. I have been through this course before and only wish I had 
the opportunity to take this before I began pastoral ministry!  

 

This course will lead us (not lecture) through the Word of God. The textbook will be the Bible itself.   The CrosswaysCrosswaysCrosswaysCrossways 
manual will serve as a roadmap to help us make a meaningful journey through God’s Word. The message will be 
reinforced through the use of 160 illustrations – all reproduced in full color in the study manual. Our guest 
presenter is Australian – born pastor, Dr. Harry Wendt. 

 

Dr. Wendt is a Bible scholar, author, and dynamic speaker, known around the world for his passion for God’s Word. 
He has devoted much of his life to developing graphics – based Christian education materials. Every week Dr. 
Wendt will give a 30 minute talk on each lesson, presented in a DVD format.  Each lesson leaves plenty of time for 
discussion. Class begins promptly at 10:20 in the fellowship area. 

 

Although you will be encouraged to read assigned passages, do some personal reflection, and attend weekly 
sessions, the spiritual rewards will be many. What participants get out of the courseget out of the courseget out of the courseget out of the course will depend on what they put put put put 
into the course. into the course. into the course. into the course. Believe me the effort is well worth it. Would you like a better grasp of God’s Word than you have 
ever had in your life? Sign up today! Pre- registration is helpful in preparing! 

 

Please look over the materials at the information table in front of church! Then choose an option that works best 
for you! Do you have to purchase any materials? No! You will benefit greatly by doing so! 

 

Option 1:Option 1:Option 1:Option 1: Crossway Student Package – $62.95: You get six books (10 lessons per book). Over 750 pages covering 
all 66 books of the Bible. Comes with student workbook (study questions) for each book, plus a FREE Time – line. 
This is two years of material for about $1.00 per lesson. You own them for a lifetime! 

 

Option 2:Option 2:Option 2:Option 2: Individual books at $13.95 per book (10 lessons per book). Includes workbook! 

 

Option 3: Option 3: Option 3: Option 3: Join in the class! Option one however, saves $21 dollars over the long haul. 

 

There is no better tool than Crossways Crossways Crossways Crossways to help us get a good grasp of God’s Word! Looking forward to seeing you on 
September 12th!  Grace to you! 

 

Pastor Chris 

 

Reminder:  The Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study begins September 14th at 10:00am at church.Reminder:  The Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study begins September 14th at 10:00am at church.Reminder:  The Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study begins September 14th at 10:00am at church.Reminder:  The Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Study begins September 14th at 10:00am at church.    
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Women of Faith Conference 

“Over the Top”  
 

God is not stingy. He does not weigh out his love for us grain by grain; he doesn't squeeze out 
forgiveness one tiny drop at a time. Not our God—he pours out mercy in a flood. He loves us more than 
we know. He gives us more than we can ask or dream. He's unrestrained. excessive. outrageous. Over 

the Top. 

For more information on the Conference please visit www.womenoffaith.com (there is a 3 
minute video clip online giving information regarding the conference) 

Speakers include Patsy Clairmont, Marilyn Meberg, Lisa Welchel, Anita Renfroe, and others. Musicians 
include Sandi Patty, Mandisa, Mary Beth and Steven Curtis Chapman.  

 

XCel Energy Center St. Paul, MN 

October 22 & 23  (this looks to be MEA weekend) 

$ 99.00 (or $ 89 if we purchase a minimum of 10 tickets) 
Price includes full 2 day event and a box lunch both days 

Friday 10am-3:30pm and 7:00pm-10:00pm / Saturday 9am-5pm 

 

If you are interested in attending please contact Dawn Droel at jddroel@frontiernet.net or 
651.433.5287 

If there is enough interest, we will be carpooling to the conference from church. 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

RCLC daytime Women’s Bible Study 

  every Thursday, beginning Sept 9th  

9:30am (plan on 1 ½ to 2 hrs) 

At Church 

Our first Study will be an 11 week Beth Moore Study. 
Workbooks for the study to cost approx $ 18 

If you are interested in joining the study please contact  

Dawn Droel at jddroel@frontiernet.net or 651.433.5287  

IF you have not already done so. 

There has been an email sent out regarding the study, if you did 

 not receive this email, please let me know so I can get you on  

the email list (or I can put a note in your church mailbox).  
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This month we are continuing a series of articles on the Leadership Boards of Risen Christ. All Board 

meetings are open to all members/friends of the congregation. You are always welcome to attend. If you wish 

to bring up a topic before a Board, please contact the chair of that Board. Also if you are unsure of the date 

and time of a board meeting, please contact the office or Board chair.  

Today, we are reviewing the Board of Directors. They have responsibility for the spiritual and corporate health 

of the Congregation. The BOD has charge of all matters and business affairs of the congregation and shall 

have superintending control over all its officers. However; the BOD is subject to the direction and control of 

the Voting Membership at all times. 

The Board members are elected to two year terms. The BOD is comprised of an executive committee and the 

chairpersons of the other Boards. The Elders rotate attendance/participation at the Board of Directors 

meetings.  

Member at large – Pastor Chris Nilges. 

 

Current Executive committee members are: 

President – Pete Riehle, elected in even years  

Vice President – Steve Raebel, elected in odd years 

Secretary – Dorothy Erban, elected in even years 

Treasurer – Lindasue Lambrecht, elected in odd years. 

 

Chairs or their representative: 

Board for Christian Discipleship – Jay Lemke, elected in odd years 

Board for Christian Ministry – Paige Lemke, elected in odd years 

Board for Christian Outreach – Jim Riehle/Cheryl Olofson, elected in odd years 

Board for Christian Property Management  - David Erion, elected in even years 

Board for Worship and Celebration – Amy Larson, elected in even years. 

 

Duties of executive committee. Please see the Congregation by-laws available in the office) for more detailed 

descriptions of position duties. 

President is the executive director of the congregation’s total program. He/she is responsible to see 

that all elected and appointed officers, boards, and committees are carrying out their respective 

responsibilities to the best of their abilities. 

Vice president will assume responsibilities of the President in his/her absence and other duties as  

requested by the membership. 

Secretary is responsible for minutes of the semi-annual congregation and BOD meetings. 

Treasurer is responsible for accurate recording of congregational receipts and disbursements  

according to acceptable accounting procedures, for reporting and disbursing payrolls and related 

governmental  

practices and for frugally researching purchases. To accomplish these tasks, a Financial Committee has been 

formed, consisting of an appointed Financial Secretary(receipts)(Pete Olofson), the Treasurer

(Disbursements) and additional members Fritz Feuerherm, Steve Raebel, Pete Riehle and Rob Ulrich). An 

online shopper (Donna Peters) has also been established. 

 

Again for more detailed descriptions of duties, please see the Congregation by-laws (available in the office). 
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 
A few years ago when my daughter was 7, I asked her what was her favorite part of the Christmas 
season.  She responded 'when we put together the boxes for the children.'  I was amazed to realize 
what an impact Operation Christmas Child had on my daughter.  Last year our church didn't par-
take in the actual putting together of boxes which was a disappointment for Autumn and my-
self.  So, this year we are bringing it back and, with lots of help, I'm leading the way! 
  
This activity will be held on October 10th as part of our fall festival.  I hope you and your family will 
join in the fun! 
  
We are also asking for various donations to be included in the box (small toys, school supplies, hy-
giene items - specific list to follow soon) or a cash donation as $7 is needed for each and every shoe 
box for postage and project costs.  We will begin collecting donations in September.  
  
I thank you in advance for your generosity as we share the Christmas spirit and our Lord's bless-
ing with those children less fortunate around the world. 
  
Colleen Schuldt 

 

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Fall Festival 
Sunday October 10th, 2010 

11:30am after Education Hour 
 

 

• Bake Sale & Craft Sale & A Delicious Homemade Dinner  

-Benefitting the Middendorf Scholarship Fund 

 

• A Book Sale -Benefitting Lutheran Bible Translators 

 

• Assembly of Operation Christmas Child boxes 

 

Suggested Donation for Dinner is $5.00 for Adults 

$3.00 for Children ages 4-11 

Children under 3 Free 
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Pastor:  Chris Nilges 
   651-468-7887 Cell       
   651-773-3365 Home 
   pastor@risenchristlutheran.com 
   pcnilges@juno.com 
 
Worship Minister: Kari Ulrich  
   651-442-3013  
   worship@risenchristlutheran.com 
 
Office   Manager: Carolyn Fernandez 
Se Habla Español 651-770-3618  
   office@risenchristlutheran.com 
 
Custodians:  Fritz & Nancy Feuerherm 
   651-773-1801 
   FritzFeuerherm@gmail.com 
 
    
 

www.risenchristlutheran.com 
 

Our Risen Christ Staff 

9050   60th Street North 
Stillwater, MN  55082 
(Grant) 
 
Phone: 651-770-3618 
Email: office@risenchristlutheran.com 
Www.risenchristlutheran.com 
 

PROCLAIMING CHRIST IN A CHANGING WORLDPROCLAIMING CHRIST IN A CHANGING WORLDPROCLAIMING CHRIST IN A CHANGING WORLDPROCLAIMING CHRIST IN A CHANGING WORLD    

September 2010 

 

 

To: Friends of Risen Christ Lutheran Church 


