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Amazing Emmanuel: a true hero for all time

2)  Discover what hero worship really is
Introduction

It seems as if the super-heroes in our culture


led our country out of the Great Depression and into World War II.

Superman appeared in 1938, Batman in 1939 and Wonder Woman in 1941.

Our fascination with these North American super-heroes 

-- as we learned last week –



reveals some of our deepest longings…




longings that only a true hero can satisfy.

Last week, we also learned who that hero is.

We introduced him as our “Amazing Emmanuel”, a true hero for all time.

This morning, though, we turn our attention to the faithful sidekick.

Almost every superhero has one.

Batman has Robin;

the Green Hornet has Kato;

and Rocky, … Rocky has Bulwinkle! (Sorry about that one.)

Did you know that our Amazing Emmanuel also has a sidekick?

His name is John…John the baptizer.

Like most sidekicks, John is somewhat of a clown.

For starters, he chooses to live in the desert.

For the main course, he prefers his grasshoppers served with honey.

And when he is finished eating, “fire and brimstone” come out of his mouth.

Like all sidekicks, though, John is a clown who plays “second fiddle”.

In other words, he plays a supporting role.

Yet, in this role, Jesus’ sidekick can be your role model and mine.

As a supporting actor, John shows us 

– and all other “wannabe sidekicks” – 


the ideal relationship…




the ideal relationship between superhero and sidekick.

He shows us 


how to worship a hero.

Hero worship?

Do we really need to learn what true hero worship is?

I submit that we do.

After all, look what happens in our culture.

As we grow up, we transfer our fascination 

from the heroes who appear in the comics and cartoons


to the heroes who appear on the stage, at the stadium and in the senate.

We pay good money to listen to their songs, watch their antics and hear their speeches.

Is that what hero worship means?


Making our heroes rich?

If it is, then our hero just doesn’t get it, does he?

Our Amazing Emmanuel said that he became poor so that you and I could become rich.

Look, too, at what is happening in our churches.

Churches today are fighting – and they are fragmenting – 

over what happens on Sunday morning.

The sidekicks – the clowns – are struggling with each other…


struggling over what to say and what to sing…

struggling how to worship their hero, the Amazing Emmanuel.

This morning, then, let’s look and listen to Jesus’ sidekick.

Let John the baptizer help each of us… 

Discover what hero worship really is

From John we can learn the three secrets of hero worship.

1)  Know your purpose for living

First of all, John knew why he was placed on planet earth.

If you asked him the question that we’re all trying to answer

-- if you asked him, “why are you here?” –

he could tell you.

Look at what he said (it’s printed in italics):

“I am not the Christ, but am sent ahead of him.  The bride belongs to the bridegroom.  The friend who attends the bridegroom waits…for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice.  That joy is mine…  He must become greater; I must become less.” [John 3:28-30]
John understood the role he was to play:

he, of course, wasn’t the bride;

but he wasn’t the bridegroom either;

he was only a wedding attendant. 

John recognized that he wasn’t the main event;


he was only a preliminary act, getting the audience ready for the star of the show.

Jesus’ sidekick knew his purpose for living;


do we?

That, after all, is the first secret of hero worship.

Do we know why we’re living?

I ask that question because we’re sitting in a Lutheran church…


a church that summarizes what it believes in its catechism.

Did you know, though, that a critical question is missing in our Lutheran catechism?

Fortunately, you can find it in another little instruction book.

The Westminster catechism begins with this question:


“What is the chief end of man?”

Answer?


“The chief end of man (and, I must add ‘woman’) is to glorify God.”

Do we know that?

More important, do we show that?

If we do, then why on earth would we ever make a statement such as this:


“I didn’t get anything out of the service today”?

Hello!

We don’t worship to get;

we worship to give – give glory to God.

We don’t worship to please ourselves;


we worship to please God.

David Mains is the founder of Mainstay Ministries,


an organization committed to identifying and sharing best practices among churches.

Several years ago, Mains traveled cross-country to attend a worship service;


he wanted to see what he could learn from the pastor,

a leader whose church was growing dramatically.

During the service, a young woman ran to a window at the front of the church;


she got very excited as she looked out from that window.

Mains couldn’t see what the woman saw;


he could only see her motioning to someone outside,



inviting that person to come in




and pointing to the door by which he or she could enter.

Mains grew perturbed as the woman seemed to disturb the whole worship service.

He noted that everyone was watching the woman 


as she hurried to get a chair,



set it in front of the altar,




and then raced to open the doors at the back of the church.,

Mains began to wonder why no one stopped this woman


as she quietly led an “imaginary friend” from the back door, 

down the center aisle


to the seat in the front of the altar.

After she invited her “friend” to sit down,


the woman startled everyone by falling flat on the floor.

But as she lay prostrate before that chair,


a voice from the back of the church boomed:



“The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.” 

[Habakkuk 2:20]
Mains said that this experience helped him understand what worship is:


“It’s not about me; it’s all about He.”

“It’s not about me; it’s all about He”

You know, we say that every Christmas when we sing:


“O come let us adore Him.

This Christmas, though, let’s begin to practice what we proclaim in that refrain;


let’s begin to adore Him.

And this new year – in all our days and all our ways –


let’s also resolve to do what Jesus’ sidekick said:



“He must become greater; I must become less.”

John the baptizer knew his place;

he also knew his hero’s purpose.

2)  Know the hero’s reason for coming

If you asked John why Jesus had come

he could tell you.

Look at what he said (it’s printed in bold letters):

“The one whom God has sent speaks the words of God. … Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life.” [John 3:34,36]   “I baptize you with water for repentance.  But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry.  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” [Matthew 3:11]   

Jesus’ sidekick knew why his hero was beamed down to Bethlehem;


do we?

Let’s see…

Sidekicks – like John the baptizer -- are usually pictured as clowns:


they make a lot of silly mistakes;



they make people laugh.

We would make good sidekicks, wouldn’t we?

After all, we say and do a lot of foolish things, don’t we?

We may think the foolish things we say and do are quite funny.

But God doesn’t;


he knows they can be fatal.

He doesn’t consider the way we often treat him 

-- and the way we often treat others – 

to be a joke;

he calls it sin.

But that is why he sent his Son


and told his foster parents to call him “Jesus”…



a name which means that “he will save us from our sin”

So, do you get it?

Amid all the clutter of Christmas, do you -- and I -- understand 


that our Amazing Emmanuel came so that we could “get a life”?

Do we understand that our hero came at Christmas


not to prompt us to give gifts to others



but to move us to get a gift from him:

“the gift of God” which – as that pastor named Paul says – “is eternal life”? [Romans 6:23]
Remember what Jesus’ first sidekick said:


“ Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life.” [John 3:34,36]

Do we understand this as well:


that our superhero came not only that we could “get a life”



but also that we could finally “live a life”?

Do we understand that Jesus came at Christmas,


not that we might fill our stockings with goodies,



but that he could fill us with his Spirit…




that Spirit who can help us stop saying and doing foolish things?

Again, remember what Jesus’ sidekick said:

“After me will come one who is more powerful than I...  He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” [Matthew 3:11]   

Do you know 

-- and even more critical – 


do you accept the “reason for the season”…

why our Amazing Emmanuel came?

If you do, then you too have not only discovered the second secret of true hero worship;


you’ve also learned how to live.

This past week, I read of a man named Reg Simak.

He placed a figure of Santa Claus beside the shepherds in his nativity set.

As you might expect, some people criticized him.

The man, however, explained that he simply wanted to show 

that even Santa needs to know his proper place and the real reason for the season.

He must have considered Santa Claus to be one of Jesus’ sidekicks, too.

John the baptizer discovered all the secrets of true hero worship.

Not only did he know his purpose for living…


not only did he know his hero’s reason for coming,



he went on to show that he would follow his hero.

3) Show that you’re willing to follow your hero

Just look at what he did (it’s underlined):

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.  But John tried to deter him…  Jesus replied, ‘Let is be so now’… Then John consented.”

[Matthew 3:14-15]
“Then John consented.”

Only three words…

but don’t they speak volumes on the subject of what hero worship really is?

John knew his place;


he also felt he had no place baptizing Jesus.

John was the sidekick, the sinner;


Jesus was the hero, the Savior.

But when Jesus told John to baptize him,


we are told that “then John consented”.

Are we consenting adults…and children?

Do we – like John – do what Jesus tells us to do?

That’s the third – and final secret – of hero worship.

In their book entitled Worship: rediscovering the missing jewel,


Ronald Allen and Gordon Borror seem to grasp the meaning of true hero worship.

They write:

“Worship is an active response to God whereby we show his worth.  

Worship is not passive, but active.  

Worship is not a feeling; it is a response.”

What is our response when our Amazing Emmanuel tells us to do something?

Jesus’ sidekick shows us that it’s all about consenting.

It’s all about you and me saying – and then showing –

that “Your will (not mine) be done on earth as it is in heaven”.

How, though, do sidekicks like you and me get to that point?

to that point where we they say “Yes”?



to that point where we consent to do what our hero asks?

Christina Rossetti – in a Christmas carol for children – said this:


“What can I give him, poor as I am?


If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.


If I were a wise man, I would do my part.


Yet what I can, I give him – give my heart.”

Thanks for the clue, Christina.

My brothers and sisters: give your heart to Amazing Emmanuel.

Give your heart to the superhero who gave his life for you.

Give your heart to the one who is coming for you…

the one whom John the baptizer calls the bridegroom.

Give your heart to him…and whenever you hear him asking you to do something,


You’ll also hear yourself saying “I do”.

Conclusion

I want to conclude this message with a story and a suggestion.

First, the story…


the story of one of Jesus’ other sidekicks, also named John.

John Jasper is one of our nation’s great African-American preachers.

During the 2nd half of the 19th century,

he was the pastor of 6th Mount Zion Church in Richmond, Virginia 

His story is told in a book entitled Rhapsody in Black.

His story reveals that this John also discovered what hero worship really is.

Jasper was not an educated man, but he knew how to preach.

Sunday after Sunday, the number of visitors matched the number of members.

Even white folk thronged to his black church.

Most people came to be entertained,


and his style – it is said – was entertaining.

However, as people left the church,


the words most often heard were not “John Jasper can really preach”, 



but this: “John Jasper really loves Jesus”.

A true sidekick – one who shows that he loves Jesus.

How can we show that we love Jesus?


…that we know how to worship our super-hero, even amid the clutter of Christmas?

There actually are many ways; 

I would like suggest only one…

Place an empty chair – like the one here in the front – near your Christmas tree.

Let the empty chair remind you 

that Lord is not in his holy temple, but in your home.

Let the empty chair also remind you 

that this Amazing Emmanuel is the reason for the season.

Then place a pair of sandals beside the chair.

Why sandals?

Do you remember what Jesus’ sidekick said about sandals…and about himself?

He said that he was not even worthy to carry his hero’s sandals.

Let the sandals, then, remind you of your role as Jesus’ sidekick.

Let the sandals remind you that life – even at Christmas –


“is not about me, but all about He”.

Finally, take a few moments every day to participate in true hero worship.

Take a few moments to consider 

what Amazing Emmanuel wants you to do during this holiday season.

Then take the time to consent…and do it

Let’s pray…

Lord, we adore you for your amazing grace – for giving your life so that we could get a life…a great life that never ends.  We thank you, too,  for the example set by your sidekick, John the baptizer.  Fill us, immerse us, baptize us with your Holy Spirit so that we – like John -- can be “on fire” for you.  Help us to live our lives in such a way that we make you – not ourselves – look better.  We ask this so that we might give glory to you, who has given yourself for us.  Amen.

	On 07 December 2003, this message was shared with members and friends of Risen Christ Lutheran Church at 9050 60th Street N in Stillwater MN.  If you have comments or questions, please call the church: (651) 770-3618.
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