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Amazing Emmanuel: a true hero for all time

4) Keep alive the tale of the Wonder Child’s birth
Introduction

Do you remember when Superman started to fly through the skies?


It was 1938.

Do you know when Batman first put on his black cape?


It was 1939.

And what about Spiderman?  When did he begin slinging webs?


Not until 1962,

Today – decades later – these superheroes are still popular in our culture.

Why?

Because someone…somewhere…somehow has worked to keep the tales alive.

Someone has been telling -- and retelling – the stories of these North American heroes.

When did our hero – the Amazing Emmanuel – make his first appearance?


A long time ago, right?



2000 years ago, to be exact.

Why, though, do you and I know his story today?

Because – for thousands of years – people like you and me told and retold his story.

One generation after another has worked to keep the tale of this Wonder Child alive.

And that is the focus of my brief message this morning,


that – in this generation – you and I need to…

Keep alive the tale of the Wonder Child’s birth

We will look at two people who kept the tale alive in previous generations,


and try to discover what their efforts mean for us today.

A doctor named Luke told the story to help people know what happened.

A pastor named Paul repeated the tale to help people understand why it happened.

1) Get the story straight
When the pastor retold the story, it was short and sweet:

“But when the right time came,” he wrote, “God sent his Son, born of a woman, sent him to buy freedom for us, so that he could adopt us as his very own children.” [Galatians 4:4-5 NLT]
Pastor Paul retold the tale of the Wonder Child’s birth


because he wanted to get the story straight.

There were others at the time who were telling a different story…


who were – as he said – “preaching a different gospel”.

These people were trying to take Christ out of the Christmas story;


they were telling others that 

“if you want to become all you are meant to be,

just trust yourself and what you do rather than Jesus and what he does”

Can you believe that?

2000 years ago…and people were already trying to take Christ out of Christmas.

If that phenomenon prompted Paul to retell the story so long ago,


shouldn’t it have the same effect on you and me today?

After all, aren’t there many different versions of the Christmas story in our culture?

There is story of the serene Christmas:


where Mary and Joseph are pictured cuddling their cooing baby 

in a warm, cozy and back-lit stable,


with friendly beasts looking on,



good-smelling, clean-cut shepherds standing by,






and a little drummer boy in the background.

There is the tale of the sentimental Christmas:


where Christmas is a mood –



an annual emotional experience 

where everyone feels good about themselves and their in-laws.

There is the story of the secular Christmas:


where we enjoy a winter break,



listen to holiday concerts




and display nativity scenes featuring reindeer and snowpersons.

And, of course, there is the Santa Claus Christmas:


where jolly old Saint Nick and his gifts – especially his gifts –



are the main feature and focus of the celebration.

So many different Christmas gospels!

Who will get the story straight?


And who will get the story out?

You’re looking at one of them;


and I’m looking at a lot of them.

It’s up to you and me, my friend, 


to keep the tale of the Wonder Child’s birth alive.

Remember: the true story of Christmas is always just one generation from extinction.

A pastor named Paul understood that;


and so did a doctor named Luke.

2) Get the story out

When the doctor tells the story, he lets us know what happened.

He begins by saying:

“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world” [Luke 2:1]
With those words, Doctor Luke introduces his story…


and introduces us to the setting of the story.

“In the darkest of days” he could have said.

“In those days” when God’s people were mistreated by a cruel foreign invader…

“in those days” when God’s people had to do 

whatever that megalomaniac known as Caesar Augustus wanted them to do…


in those dark days of defeat, despair and depression,



look what happened:




God came to be with his people!

Doctor Luke tells us the real Christmas story, too.

It’s not the Norman Rockwell version.


it’s not accompanied by strains of “Ho Ho Ho” and “Laughing all the way”.

As Charles Dickens begins his story The Tale of Two Cities by saying:


“It was the best of times and the worst of times”,



so does Luke…except in reverse order.

Luke begins by saying:


“It was the worst of times, but God turned it into the best of times”.



God came to be with his people.

This is the real story of Christmas…


the story we need to get out.

As I mentioned last week,


for many people, Christmas is not white – it’s blue!

Perhaps you’re one of them.

Perhaps the loss of your health, your job or your loved one


means the mood of the season is grim 

and the prospects for the new year are dim.

Remember, then, the real story of Christmas.

And tell it to yourself first of all.

In the darkest of days, God comes to be with his people.

If you want proof,


begin by looking at the baby Jesus in the crib.

But don’t stop there.

Look, too, at the man Jesus on the cross.

See the nails that hold him there.

Hear him ask God “Why?…”Why is this happening?”

And then know that God made it happen for you…


so that the sin that separates you from God could be removed…



so that God could be with you forever.

This season, keep the tale of the Wonder Child’s birth alive.

Tell it to yourself;


then tell it to others.

Tell it to everyone who is living in these dark days.

I remember a scene from the movie “The Hiding Place”.

Corrie ten Boom and her sister Betsie had smuggled a Bible 

into Nazi concentration camp where they were being held.

In spite of the danger, they used the Bible to tell the other women what God had done.

When one of the women asked the sisters why they took the risk,


Corrie ten Boom replied:



“If we don’t remember to tell the story here in this dark place, who will?”

A word for you and me to remember at this time of the year, isn’t it?

We know the Christmas story;


we know the tale of the Wonder Child’s birth.

But…


“If we don’t remember to tell the story here in this dark place, who will?”

Conclusion

Several years ago, I received this nail for Christmas.

The nail was to remind me of the reason why the Amazing Emmanuel came.

With the nail came instructions.

I was to hide the nail “on a sturdy branch…near the trunk”.

Why? So that “the nail is known only to the home that hangs it”.

I like the idea of hanging a nail – any big, old spike – on the Christmas tree in our homes.

I suggest, though, that we hang it where everyone can see it.

Make it so ugly and so obvious that everyone who visits your home will ask:


“Why did you hang a nail on your tree?”

Then tell them the story…


the real story of Christmas…



the reason why the Amazing Emmanuel came.

Tell the story…


and keep alive the tale of the Wonder Child’s birth.

Let us pray:

Father, as we enter Christmas week with all its activity, help us not only to remember – but also to relate to others -- what you did for us when you sent your son Jesus into our world.  Let us see it as a privilege to keep alive the take of your Wonder Child’s birth.  It’s in his name – the name of Jesus – that we pray.  Amen.
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