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Amazing Emmanuel: a true hero for all time

5) Experience your hero’s superpower
Prayer
Father, we confess that – in our lives – 

we often resemble the characters in your original Christmas story.  

There are times when we are 

as confused as Joseph and Mary,


as frantic as the busy innkeeper



as lonely as the shepherds out in the field,




as frightened as King Herod, and





as uncertain as the wandering wisemen.

This evening, turn us again to that place 


where you quietly wrap up your love in a child and place this gift for us in a manger.

Bring us again to that manger


where the clamor of life is stilled 



and where we find a peace that settles deep within us.

Bring us again to that manger


where your Son was far from home,



but where we can feel truly at home…with you.  Amen.

Introduction

I hope that you that you feel at home here this evening,


even if you’ve never been here before

or if you’ve been away for a while.

I hope, too, that you were not dragged here by family or friends,


but that you were drawn here…


drawn here by a little child – a bouncing baby boy, God’s son Jesus.

For Christmas, you see, is God’s annual reminder that


when all else fails in this world of ours,



he does not fail us.

Christmas is God’s annual reminder that 

when we – and our world -- are in our distress,

he sends a superhero to rescue us.

This evening, we’ll continue – as we’ve been doing since Thanksgiving…


we’ll continue to picture God’s son Jesus as a superhero…



as the Amazing Emmanuel.

We’ll briefly look at this hero to see who he is and what he can do.

But we’ll also take time to look within ourselves…


and see if we have ever experienced this hero’s superpower.

We’ll base everything we think, say and do on the words of an ancient prophet.

It was Isaiah who wrote:

“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.”  [Isaiah 9:6]

Experience your hero’s superpower

1) His secret identity means he understands us

All superheroes seem to have secret identities.

Who could have guessed that

the mild-mannered reporter Clark Kent – without his glasses – was Superman?

Who would have suspected that

the philanthropist Bruce Wayne was Batman, the protector of Gotham City?

Who could have imagined that 


sweet little Peter Parker was Spiderman?

And who would have thought that 

the baby born in Bethlehem was the Amazing Emmanuel…

the God who came to be with us?

The innkeeper was obviously fooled by this secret identity.

The Roman government – even with its network of secret agents – didn’t have a clue.

In fact, one of the reporters who covered the story wrote this:


“He (the Amazing Emmanuel) was in the world, …but the world did not recognize him.”


[John 1:10]

What a disguise!

It’s good, then, that the prophet tells us what happened:


“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given.”

When God came to planet earth,


he came as a baby.

Had he come as a majestic King with all kinds of pomp and circumstance,


we would have been turned off.

Had he come as a stern judge, spewing fire and brimstone,


we would have turned away.

But he came as a baby,


and we are turned on;



after all, “everybody loves a baby”.

God obviously knows how to relate to people like you and me.

He became one of us.

He knows what life in this world is like,


because he lived a life in this world.

You cry because you bump your head or scrape your knee as a child?


So did Jesus.

You feel pressure – perhaps even rejection -- by your peers as a teenager?
So did Jesus.

You wonder how you will be able to make ends meet and provide for your own?


So did Jesus.

You break down when you hear that someone near and dear to you has died?


So did Jesus.

What does that old gospel song say?


“Can we find a friend so faithful?  Who will all our sorrows share?


Jesus knows our every weakness – Take it to the Lord in prayer.”

The Amazing Emmanuel has a secret identity.

When he came to planet earth, God became one of us;

he assumed our identity.

As a result, he can identify with us…

he can understand the likes of you and me.

2) His superpower means he can help us

But don’t let our superhero’s secret identity fool you.

There’s more to Clark Kent than his glasses.

There’s more to Bruce Wayne than his mansion.

There’s more to Peter Parker than his camera.

And there’s more to Amazing Emmanuel 

than the sweet little baby cradled in the manger.

When this child who slept in a feeding trough grew up,


he was able to feed thousands with a little bread and a few fish.

When this infant who rested beside a water pail became an adult,

he was able to walk on water.

Where did our superhero get such power?

The prophet tells us;


the prophet says that this Amazing Emmanuel is the “mighty God”.

El Gabor is the word the prophet originally used.

El Gabor – almost sounds like a superhero’s name, doesn’t it?

El Gabor -- a Hebrew word that actually means “hero God”

As an adult, El Gabor – this hero God, the Amazing Emmanuel –


amazed his followers with his supernatural powers.

Although he did some wine-making, 

Jesus was not really interested in entertaining people with tricks.

He preferred to use his power to help “dudes and damsels in distress”.

He freed a boy from satanic influences.

He cured a woman who had an incurable disease.

He restored hope to a man who had lost his daughter.

Our superhero used his superpowers primarily on a crusade:

a crusade for the poor and powerless of this world…



a crusade for those people who know something is wrong in their lives, 

but can’t fix it.

He used his powers to help all those who realize that, 

in spite of their best efforts,



they still find that something is missing in their lives…

they are not everything they are meant to be.

This was a crusade that took our hero to a cross…where he died,


but where he – once and for all – broke that vicious cycle of failing and feeling guilty…



where he restored the dream that God has for all people:




where he made it possible for anyone and everyone





-- regardless of their background --

to enjoy the all the privileges of membership –

membership in God’s family --

now and forever.

El Gabor – our Amazing Emmanuel – shook the world when he died.

But he went on to shock the world


when – three days later -- he walked out of the grave…



when he returned from the dead…

to continue doing what he first did 2000 years ago.

Did you hear that?

El Gabor – the Amazing Emmanuel – is still here…

and still doing today what he first did 2000 years ago.

And that, my friend, is why we now turn our attention 

from this superhero to ourselves.

That is why we now take time to look deep within ourselves

to see if we’ve ever experienced this hero’s superpower.

3) His followers can tell of what he has done for them

Well, have you?

Have you ever experienced the Amazing Emmanuel’s power in your life today?

His followers, you know, can tell what he does for them.

Remember: the prophet tells us:


“For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given.”

God – it seems – gets downright personal when he gives a gift.

He gives his Son to us – to you…and to me

God also is very practical when he gives this gift to us.

He doesn’t give us an ornament that we place on a shelf


and admire every now and then.

He gives us a person – His Son – 


a partner whose power we can use and rely on each day of our lives.

Superman will not give you his X-ray vision.

Batman will not present you with one of his bat-a-rangs.

Spiderman will not share his secret for making webs.

But God is different.

He gives us El Gabor -- the Amazing Emmanuel

who – in turn – longs to give you and me everything that he has.

So, I ask you again,


are you experiencing this Amazing Emmanuel’s power in your life today?

Whenever people are rescued by a superhero,

they seem to be changed.

Just ask Lois Lane or Jimmy Olson.

After they met Superman,

their lives were never the same again.

Has your life, then, been changed by the Amazing Emmanuel?

Has he rescued you from distress…

from the distress – and the stress –

you feel whenever you realize that you’re not all that you’d like to be?

Has he freed you to accept yourself just as you are,


with all your warts, worries and occasional wretchedness?

Has he liberated you to see yourself in a different way…


to see yourself as he sees you: 

as a child – a precious child – 

accepted and adopted by a loving Father in heaven?

We, of course, can’t do any of this by ourselves.

In one of the grimmest descriptions of our human condition,


a pastor named Paul says that we are “dead in transgressions” [Ephesians 2:5].
Did you get that?

We’re dead – dead because of the mistakes we make.

A corpse – if you’ve ever seen one – can’t do much of anything, can it?

But what a corpse can’t do, the Amazing Emmanuel can do!

The prophet says that “the government” (the power) is “on his shoulders”, 

not yours…not mine.

And he uses his power to perform a miracle…

to transform a cold corpse into a living and loving child of God.

In one of the grandest descriptions of what our superhero can do,


that pastor named Paul goes on to say that 

even though “we are dead in transgressions”,

we can be “made alive in Christ”.  [Ephesians 2:5]
Has El Gabor done this for you?

Have you experienced the new life that only the Amazing Emmanuel can give you?

Our superhero, to be sure, is a Savior – a Savior from sin and death.

But he’s also a Savior for life…for all of life;


he can use his power to help us in all kinds of trouble.

Joni Eareckson Tada seems to be a woman with all kinds of trouble.

She was headed for stardom in the world of sports,

but a freak accident as a teenager crippled her for life. 

Although confined to a wheelchair for the rest of her days,

she has learned what the Amazing Emmanuel can do in her everyday life.

She tells us about it in her book entitled A Christmas Longing.

She does this by reviewing the various names used by our superhero


-- names we find in the Bible --



and then relating 

how each name reveals a different way in which Jesus has helped her.

Joni Eareckson Tada seems to have experienced 

the Amazing Emmanuel’s power in all her life.

Have we?

If not, will we?

This evening, an ancient prophet has introduced some names to us.

Isaiah tells us that the Amazing Emmanuel 

also “will be called Wonderful Counselor, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

Each one, claims Joni Eareckson Tada, shows how Jesus can help us in our everyday life.

For example, 

are you often confused by the changes and chances of life?

Are there days when you don’t know what to do…which way to turn?

Do you wish that someone would just show you the way?

“Do not be afraid” said the angel when our superhero was born;


the Amazing Emmanuel is here!

He will guide you…he can be your Wonderful Counselor.

Are you looking for stability in a relationship?

Do you want someone who will never desert you?

Do you long for someone who will always be there for you?

“Do not be afraid” said the angel when our superhero was born;


the Amazing Emmanuel is here!

He will never leave you nor forsake you…he can be your Everlasting Father.

Are you unable to sleep at night?

Do you find it difficult to relax during the day?

Do you long to be free from worry?

“Do not be afraid” said the angel when our superhero was born;


the Amazing Emmanuel is here!

He can calm your heart and your mind…he will be your Prince of Peace.

In so many different ways,


at so many different times,



our Amazing Emmanuel can be our hero;




he can come to help us.

He came 2000 years ago to rescue us.

He still comes to help us today.

This is good for us.

But we must let him come…


 we must let him come.

Conclusion

We began with a prayer;

and we shall end with a prayer.

Jesus, I am often frustrated by my inability to do what is right.  At times I feel powerless to change the way I am.  Will you come and be my Mighty God, the God who gives me a new identity…a new life?

Jesus, I sometimes am confused by what is going on in the world…and in my life.  I hear so many different voices offering me advice.  Will you come and be my Wonderful Counselor, a counselor who steers me straight in the way I should go?

Jesus, I frequently am disappointed by the people in my life.  They do not always understand me.  They do not always support me.  Will you come and be my Everlasting Father, a Father who accepts me just as I am…and accompanies me all my days?

Jesus, I frequently am consumed by worry.  I can’t sleep at night.  I can’t think straight during the day.  I feel like just another rat in this race some call life.  Will you come and be my Prince…my Prince of Peace, who calms my troubled heart?

Jesus, I believe you died to give me a new life.  I also believe that you rose from the dead to help me live that life each day.  Amen. 
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