Christmas 1







28 December 2003

Amazing Emmanuel: a true hero for all time

6) Learn how to share your hero’s super stories
Introduction
Why do many of our North American superheroes work for newspapers?

Superman – actually his alter ego, the mild-mannered Clark Kent –


works as a reporter for the Daily Planet.

Spiderman – that is, sweet little Peter Parker – 

is a freelance photographer for the Daily Bugle
Why?

Perhaps the creators of Superman and Spiderman feel that,

if these heroes work for newspapers,

they would be among the first to learn that people need help


and, as a result, could be the first on the scene to rescue them. 

Perhaps the designers of these fictional characters also realize


that newspapers would be the perfect vehicle for telling the world 

what great feats these superheroes were performing.

We do know that Perry White


-- Clark Kent’s boss and the editor of the Daily Planet --



regularly publishes stories of what Superman did.

Whatever the reason, though,


it seems advantageous 

to have Superman and Spiderman associated with a newspaper.

The Amazing Emmanuel, though, didn’t have such an advantage, did he?

There were no newspapers to announce that the true hero for all time had come.

There were no television talk shows to discuss what his coming meant.

Our superhero did not have the opportunity 

to appear on the same stage with Oprah or Dr Phil.

How, then, did people learn that God’s son had arrived on planet earth?

Do you remember the Scripture lesson for this Sunday?

Can you recall what you saw and heard?

God used messengers, didn’t he?

He used angels to break the news.

Then he used shepherds to spread the news.

This is a very familiar story, isn’t it?

Yet from this well-known story, we can learn two simple lessons.

We learn, first of all, that people need good news.

Then, we learn that people who get good news also need to give good news.

Learn to share your hero’s super stories

1) People need to hear good news
“Bad…badder…and baddest!

If it weren’t for bad news, there’d be no news at all!

What in tarnation is the world coming to?”

That’s what they said in an old episode from “Hee-Haw”.

And that, I suspect, is what the shepherds were thinking 2,000 years ago.

When those shepherds sat “out in the fields” and around the campfire,


there wasn’t much good to talk about.

What could they say?

A foreign invader had made their lives miserable.

Some people were getting rich by cooperating with the enemy,


but most were barely making ends meet.

Even the spiritual leaders could no longer be trusted;

many had become puppets of the Roman government.

And the latest news?


More taxes to fund more empire building.

“If it weren’t for bad news, there’d be no news at all!”

What kind of news have we heard during the past year?

What stories have made the headlines 

in our morning newspapers and evening news reports?

War and terrorism.

Corporate scandals and political payoffs.

Escalating health costs.

Clergy misconduct.

During the Christmas season, 

the news seems to go from “bad” to “badder” or even “baddest”.

Individuals lose their jobs.

Families lose their homes.

Charities don’t have enough funds to help.

Long lines outside the stores and along the roads lead to rage.

“If it weren’t for bad news, there’d be no news at all!”

Then an angel – a messenger from God – appears with a late-breaking bulletin.

He begins by announcing – to the shepherds…and to us -- 

“Don’t be afraid!

I don’t have bad news.

I bring you good news!”

As I said on Christmas eve,


when all else fails us in this world,



God reminds us that he won’t fail us.

But what is this “good news”?

“Today,” the angel tells us,


“today…a Savior has been born to you.”

Is this really good news?

Do we, after all, still need a Savior…today?

When we compare the stories of our lives


with the scandals that make the news,



we almost look like the Christmas angels, don’t we?

Domestic violence makes the news…

not what happens in our homes.

Yet don’t we often abuse those who live with us?

Have you ever classified one member of your family as a moron?

Have you ever said: “How could you be so stupid?”

Corporate scandals – with CEO’s stealing millions from the company – make the headlines…


not what we do at work.

Yet haven’t we also robbed the organization that employs us?

Have you ever “borrowed” some of the office supplies to use at home?

Have you purchased all the “post-it” notes in your house today?

Acts of terror fill our newspapers and news reports…


not what we do in our everyday lives.

Yet don’t we sometimes do outRAGEous things?

Have you ever “lost it” -- your temper, that is –

 when someone cuts in front of you…on a superhighway or in a supermarket?

Teachers may grade on a curve,


but God doesn’t – never has…never will.

He still demands perfection.

Please don’t misunderstand me.

I’m not trying to make you feel bad.

I’m merely trying to remind you that


even though what you and I do never makes the headlines,



we all do things that are “bad news” to God.

“Bad news” that prompts God to send an angel with good news.

“Bad news” that moves God to send a Savior…


a Savior who died and was buried…



but a Savior who -- when he died and was buried –

buried all our “bad news” with him.

The result?

Well, anyone who looks to this Savior looks good to God.

In other words, when God reads the record of anyone who trusts this Savior,


he finds that there is no “bad news” to report.

He looks at the paper 

and finds what behavioral psychologists call a “tabula rosa” – a clean slate --



that is, no news at all…




and, in this case, no news means good news, doesn’t it?

The angel says – to the shepherds…and to us –


“I bring you good news… Today…a Savior has been born to you”

Then he tells us:


“He is Christ the Lord”…



or, as some modern translations put it: “He is Christ the Leader”.

God not only sends a Savior who dies…


a Savior who dies to enable us overcome the mistakes of our past.

He also sends a Savior who is Christ the Lord…


the Christ who rose from the dead and still lives



to lead us through the present and to the future.

Is this really good news too?

In other words, do we still need a Lord – or Leader -- today?

That all depends…

If you have all the answers…


if you have all the strength to become all that you want to be…



if you are surrounded by people who never let you down,




then you probably don’t need much help.

But if you’re like me,


if you’re still not everything you’d like to be,



then you probably will see this “Christ the Lord” as I do…

as a gift from God:




a gift not to put on a shelf and admire,






but a gift to use in your everyday life.

Christ the Lord – what a practical gift!

Here is a Leader whose teachings you can trust to guide you through life.

Here is a Leader whose power you can tap to bear and beat the problems of this world.

Here is a Leader whose presence you can count on


when everyone else lets you down…



even when your dear one says “goodbye” 

or your doctor says “I’m sorry, but…”

As I said on Christmas eve,


this good news of a “Savior” who is “Christ the Lord”



reminds us that,




even when we are in distress and our little world is in a mess,





God sends a superhero to rescue us.

The Amazing Emmanuel came as good news to the shepherds long ago.

And – I suspect -- he still is good news to people like you and me today.

People need to hear this good news.

And this is the first lesson from that familiar story of the angels and shepherds.

The second lesson?

That people who hear good news need to share good news.

2) People who hear good news need to share good news

God used angels to break the good news.

Then he used shepherds to share the good news.

“Shepherds,” says Lutheran pastor Jeff Messner,

“were unlikely messengers of good news.

They were considered one of the lowest classes in society.

(They) were not to be trusted.

They were dirty and filthy, 

sleeping out in the fields, 

always moving from place to place, 

never settling down.

Why should they be trusted?”

Shepherds, though, were the ones 

whom God trusted to begin sharing the good news.

We are told that

 “they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child.”

They were the first people to get the good news,

so why shouldn’t they be the first to go out to give the good news to others?

Those shepherds shared the good news on the same night that they heard it.

Many of us have been together for almost a year now,


regularly hearing the good news of a Savior who is Christ the Lord.

How long must we wait before we share that good news?

Steve Hull has written a book on how to transform the church 

so that it can conform to the model that God has for the church.

He writes:

“We must open our eyes to the opportunity of the harvest and the privilege of working in that harvest.  We give many reasons for delaying our commitment to the harvest. … The harvest is now.  The only right action is to start working right now.”

Then he goes on to say:

“The world has stopped coming to church.  There are no commands for the unbelievers to attend church.  There are, however, many commands for the believers to go into the world and share their faith among the unbelieving population.”






(from Seven Steps to Transform Your Church)

The title of my message is:

“Learn to share your hero’s super stories”

Since Steve Hull urged us to share our stories now,


I propose that we begin the learning process here and now.

How do we – who have heard the good news –

learn to share that good news with others?

Let’s take a lesson from newspaper reporters like Clark Kent.

When they prepare to share a story, they answer 5 questions:


Who? Where? when? What? Why?

I’ve listed those questions in the outline for this message.

Please take a look at those questions.

Then take a pencil…and write your answers to the questions.

Who?

With which two people can you share the story of your superhero?

More than likely, they will be part of your FRAN…


Your F-R-A-N – your Friends, Relatives, Associates (or co-workers) and Neighbors.

Which two people in that group really need to hear good news now?

Write down their names.

(Pause)

Where?

Where will you share the good news with them?

Will you meet them for lunch?

Will you invite them to your home during what’s left of the holiday season?

Decide now where you will share the story…and write it down.

(Pause)

When?

When will you tell them the good news?

Remember what Steve Hull said:


“The harvest is now.  The only right action is to start…right now.”

Choose a time within the next few weeks…and write it down.

What?

What will you tell them?

You, of course, could learn the “Four Spiritual Laws”, the “Roman Road”…

or any one of a dozen other methods.

But for now, let’s keep it simple.

Simply tell them what your superhero has done for you.

What did the shepherds do?

They simply told others what they had “heard and seen”.

What did the people rescued by fire fighters and police officers in the aftermath of 9/11 do?


They also told others of what their heroes had done for them.

If you have been helped in any way…

if you have been rescued by the Amazing Emmanuel,



simply share your story.

What has this true hero for all time done for you?

How has he changed your life?

Summarize it now in a few sentences.

(Pause)

Finally, why?
Why tell your story?

This is a no brainer.

You – and I -- have heard good news.

And we’re surrounded by people who need good news.

Conclusion

When I worked as training manager for one of the world’s largest banks,


we often spoke of the “moment of truth”.

The moment of truth –


that brief moment when one of our staff would meet a customer…



that first minute when our staff 




would try to understand what the customer needed





and then offer a product or service to meet the customer’s need.

For most of us here this morning,


such a “moment of truth” comes several times a day.

We regularly encounter a friend, relative, associate or neighbor;


we listen to their story;



and we often know what they need:




they simply need to hear some good news.

Will we, however, tell them the good news they need to hear?

Will we offer them what they need?

Will we give them an opportunity to listen to our story…

the story of what the Amazing Emmanuel can do?

Let’s pray…

Jesus, to say that you are important in our lives is a gross understatement.

You have done more for us – and you mean more to us -- than anyone else.

Why we don’t share you with others confuses us.

Help us, Jesus…help us learn to share your story with others.

And, this week, give us an obvious opportunity to do just that.

We’ve heard the good news…and now we must tell that good news.

In your name we pray.  Amen.
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