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Transfiguration Sunday

See the unseen Christ…and you will

worship him with genuine enthusiasm

Introduction

Have you ever stopped to think 

why you came here this morning?

There are, after all, other things that you could be doing.

You could have stayed at home, lounged in bed and had a late breakfast.

You could have gone outdoors: skiing, skating or ice-fishing.

You could have met at a restaurant with family or friends.

But you didn’t.

Why?

Why did you come to church today?

Some of you may have come “under pressure”;


a member of your family insisted:

“Yes, my dear; you will go to church today.”

Others may have come out of habit;


it’s part of your routine, you say…something you’ve done for years.

Did anyone, though, come to this church this morning

because you were seeking excitement?

This morning, we begin another 50-day adventure;


an adventure that includes 8 Sunday morning worship events.

Now most dictionaries – at least, the ones I checked –


define adventure as an “exciting activity”.

Exciting activity.

I’ve heard people use a variety of words to describe worship…


but “exciting” is not one of them.

We say our worship is traditional or contemporary.

We describe worship as solemn and serious or dull and boring,

But does anyone ever mention that worship is exciting?

The adventure we begin today is called:


“Seeing the unseen Christ: how his presence transforms life”

In other words, the purpose of our journey


-- the desired outcome, if you will --



is transformation…changed lives.

We’ll intentionally challenge ourselves:


we’ll look at the ways we think…the things we do,



and – if necessary – change them…




change them with the help of the world’s greatest change agent:





Jesus of Nazareth.

This morning, we begin with the way we worship.

How can we improve on the way we worship?

How can we learn to worship with greater enthusiasm?

I submit that we will get more excited about worship

-- and our worship will get more exciting –



when three things happen:

· when we see Jesus

· when we hear Jesus, and

· when we prepare to meet Jesus.

We worship with genuine enthusiasm…

1) when we see Jesus

Have you ever seen something so marvelous 

that you simply blurted out a response?

It happens all the time.

We look on the face a new-born baby with its tiny features…


and say “What a miracle!”

We witness a sunset so beautiful that it almost takes our breath away…


and say “Ohhh! Isn’t that beautiful!”

We sit across the room, looking long and hard at the face of our lover…


and finally say, “I love you so much!”

Have you ever done that?


I’m sure you have.

Were you embarrassed when you did it?


I’m sure you weren’t.

Why! You were simply doing what comes naturally.

And that’s what worship is.

It’s a response…

it’s our response…

it’s our natural response to the beauty, the majesty, the love of God.

Do you recall what happened in today’s lesson?

Do you remember what Peter did 

when he witnessed the glory of Jesus on the mountaintop?

He blurted out: “Lord, it is good for us to be here!” [Matthew 17:4]


…and he didn’t want to leave.

For many years, I faulted Peter for what he did;


but no more.

I now believe that he was only “doin’ what comes naturally”.

Have you ever attended a worship service that you didn’t want to end?

It happened to me again when we were in Hong Kong.

After 90 minutes and with my cheeks still damp from tears,


I wanted that worship experience to go on and on.

Why?

Because I knew Jesus was there.

What else – or should I say, who else –


who else could attract hundreds of people 

from scores of radically different cultures


into one crowded, stuffy building?

What would happen to you

if you knew that Jesus was here every time you came to this sanctuary?

For starters, I suspect that you – and I – would always arrive on time.

I doubt if any of us would notice

-- and if we did, we wouldn’t care –

what others were wearing…what others were doing.

I also feel that we wouldn’t pay much attention to that old guy in the front.

We would focus – wouldn’t we? --


we would focus all our attention on Jesus.

But is Jesus here?

Well, what do you think?

David Branon, in writing for Our Daily Bread,


reports a conversation between mother and son.

At the supper table, the mother asks:


“Why do you think God made us?”

The little boys thinks for a moment…and then says:


“Because the people in the Bible were bad…and he wanted to start over.”

Nice try, son…but you’re wrong.

God made us because he wanted us to enjoy him.

Did you get that?


God wants us to enjoy him.

That’s why he created Adam and Eve.

That’s why he told his people of old to build tabernacles and temples;


those buildings would remind them that he was living with them.

That’s why he finally sent his son Jesus,


that Amazing Emmanuel, 

who not only lived as “God with us”




but who also died to make it possible for us to be with God.

And that, too, is why he sent his Spirit,


that Spirit of Jesus who will be in us and with us…forever. 

Is Jesus here?

Of course he is.

We just can’t see him.

But even though we can’t see him,


that does not change the fact.

We are changed, though…


we are changed when we realize that he is with us.

So, my brothers and sisters, whenever you stand or sit in this sanctuary,


focus on our “unseen guest”…



focus on Jesus.

(Pointing to the place where the “unseen guest” is sitting…)

When you sing, sing to him.

When you pray, pray to him.

When you give an offering, give it to him.

When you think during a moment of silence, think of him.

Focus on Jesus…


and you’ll find yourself worshipping with genuine enthusiasm.

Enthusiasm…


did you know that the word itself 

contains the key to worshiping with enthusiasm?

Enthusiasm –


one English word derived from two Greek words: 



εν θεος…meaning “in or with God”.

In other words, when we are with God – and know it –


we will worship him…enthusiastically.

You and I will get more excited about worship

-- and our worship will get more exciting –



when we see Jesus here.

The same thing will happen when we hear Jesus.

2) when we hear Jesus

Do you remember what happened 


when Peter had his “mountaintop worship experience”?

He not only saw Jesus;


he heard a voice…



a voice that told him to “listen to Jesus” [Matthew 17:5]
There were six people on that mountain:


Peter, with his two friends James and John…



Jesus, with two prophets: Moses and Elijah.


Six people…


but the voice told him to listen to only one: Jesus





“This is my son…

That voice had a profound effect on Peter;


at first, it made him fall down;



years later, it caused him to sit down…




sit down and write a letter.

As Peter recalled what happened,


he advised people such as you and me:



“You will do well to pay attention to (him…to Jesus)” [2 Peter 1:19]

Many voices clamor for our attention today.

The voice of the news media…


the voice of the entertainment industry…



the voice of advertising agencies --




all telling us how to think, how to act, how to look.

Amid all this noise, though,


we need to pay attention to Jesus.

We need to hear his voice…


the voice of One who helped to write the operations manual for this planet



the voice of One who knows the truth and can show us the way to live.

But does Jesus still speak to us today? 

Of course, he does.

You and I can hear his voice in the words of the Bible…


whenever these words are read, taught and preached.

We also can hear his still, small voice in our hearts


when his Spirit takes a word from God



and speaks its specific meaning for our personal lives.

What happens when we hear Jesus speaking to us?

We respond, don’t we?

Just as we respond when we see something magnificent,


we also respond when we hear something marvelous.

What, for example, do you do when you get good news?


when you learn that the college of your choice is admitting you?



when you hear the love of your life accept your proposal and say “yes”?



when you listen as your granddaughter tells you 




that she got an “A” on her 1st report card?

This past week, I learned from Pastor Bill Richardson 


how three people responded when they heard Jesus speaking to them.

A single mother, battling fatigue and loneliness,


hears the words “The battle is not yours, but God’s”



and not only breathes a sigh of relief,




but also breathes a silent prayer of gratitude 





to One who cares enough to speak to her.

 A businessman, almost paralyzed by fear of the future,


remembers a promise, “I am with you always”



and not only finds strength to press on,




but also finds there’s a song of praise in his heart.

A young college student, 


receiving God’s directions for an important decision,



starts to sing…rather loudly: 




“Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing




Honor and majesty, praise to the King!”

Does Jesus still speak to us today? 

Of course, he does.

Just forget who is reading the lesson…


ignore the one who is delivering the message…



and focus on Jesus.

Listen for this voice coming through.

Hear him speaking to you…personally.

When we realize that we are with Jesus…


when we recognize that he is speaking to us,



we may not have a “mountaintop experience” as Peter did so long ago.




but we are changed…





changed just as Peter was changed on the mountaintop.

We find that worship is more exciting.

We find that we worship with greater enthusiasm.

We find ourselves saying – along with Peter: 


“Lord, it’s good to be here”.

3) when we prepare to meet Jesus

There is one more factor that can influence the way we worship…


one more step that we can take along the way to more exciting worship.

This idea, though…


we won’t get it from that man called Peter on the mountain;



we’ll get it from a woman named Karen in a movie.

Let’s look and listen, then, 


as Karen explains how she prepares to meet Jesus…



not when he comes to judge the world, 




but when he comes to join her at worship.

(Video clip: “Company’s coming”)

What do you and I do 


to prepare for the “company” that comes to this church every Sunday?

How do we prepare to meet and greet our “unseen guest”?

I’m sure that most of us plan to worship on Sunday morning.

I’m just as sure that many of us have “other plans” on Saturday evening.

As a result, what usually happens on Sunday morning? 

We have little time to prepare for meeting Jesus;


we need to use the little time available to prepare ourselves.

We also find it difficult to think of Jesus


because we are so concerned about the other people in our house:



we need keep encouraging them – ever so gently – to “get the lead out”




as we plead: “get me to the church on time”.

Karen has shared one way 


that we can prepare for the “company” that comes here on Sunday.

In our daily journals, on pages 11-13 [Adult Journal]


we can find more than 10 other ways…



10 other ways to prepare ourselves 




for meeting the “unseen guest” that visits us every week.

Each one of these ways is designed 


to help us take the first step…the first “Action Step” of our 50-day journey.

Each one of these ways is designed 


to help us “prepare our hearts for meaningful worship”

And remember this:


as we take time to prepare our hearts for worship 



-- as we take time to prepare ourselves for seeing and hearing Jesus here --




we will find that we become more enthusiastic about worship





and that worship itself becomes more exciting. 

You don’t believe me?

Then try it…and see what happens.

Try it – and even if you don’t like it at first –


I’m sure Jesus will.

Conclusion

In the pulpit of the Westminster Chapel in London


-- hidden from view –



is a bronze plaque that only the preacher can see.

On that plaque, the preacher finds this inscription:


“Let them see Jesus”

Those few words remind the preacher to focus everyone’s attention on Jesus.

Those words should never be reserved for preachers.

Those words – slightly modified – should be prominently displayed for all to see.

“Let us see Jesus” should be words that greet us whenever we walk through those doors.

“Let us see Jesus…


a reminder of why we’ve come.

We’ve come to see Jesus!

We come to hear Jesus!

We’ve come to worship Jesus!

“Lord, it’s good to be here…with you!”
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