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A time to sing: a song of praise

(Psalm 33:1-11)

Introduction

“Change…,” said the CEO, “Change will be the only constant in the 21st century.”

The CEO of a rival firm agreed.

“There will be more change in the 1st decade of this century,” he claimed,

“than in all other centuries combined.”

These two senior executives -- from the world’s two largest banks –

have painted a picture of the world in which we live.

We see change where we work.

Ever increasing competition – much of it coming from abroad -- may mean we work smarter;


however, it also means that we are working longer and with less help than ever before.

We see change where we live.

The number of single parent families – where one person often does the work of two –


is increasing dramatically.

We see change where we worship.

A recent survey revealed that 50% of churches today have embraced contemporary services.

How do we react to all these changes?

Some of us can accept them; others cannot.

Did you know a study has shown that how much change we can tolerate 

is a result of nature and nurture.

To change or not to change…that’s the question,


and it’s answered by the genes we received in our mother’s womb



and by the environment in which we were raised.

Whether you enjoy change or not, though,


the composer of the song we are learning today has good news for you.

He also has bad news for you.

You see, in that song we call Psalm 33,


the song-writer urges us to praise God for two reasons:

first, because he doesn’t change

and second, because he does change.

He seems to be talking – or should I say, singing – 

out of both sides of his mouth, doesn’t he?

Is he, perhaps, running for president of his country?

Let’s try to understand what he is telling us.

A time to sing: a song of praise

(We can praise God because…)

1) God doesn’t change …..

God doesn’t change, the song-writer says.

Look at verses 4-5 and 11.

“The word of the Lord is right and true; he is faithful in all he does.  The Lord loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love. … The plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.” 


[Psalm 33:4-5,11]
Whatever God thought, said and did in the past,


he still thinks, says and does today.

Perhaps this explains why song-writers – like the one who wrote Psalm 33 –


regularly repeat stories from “the good, old days”…



the story of how God created the world




the story of how God rescued his people





the story of how God trained his children.

They keep telling us these “old, old stories” 

because they want us to know it’s the same story today.

God simply doesn’t change with the changing times.

Listen, my friend, to a tale…


a tale that I’m telling today because it fits…

fits my theme and fits “Mother’s Day”.

A young woman, 8 months pregnant, 

waddles into her mother’s house.

She flops on the sofa, 

kicks off her shoes, 

props her puffy feet on the coffee table




and groans, “I don’t think I can make it.”

Her wise mother gets a photo album and sits down beside her daughter.

She shows her daughter the pictures…

pictures of her own children in diapers and ankle high walking shoes.

Soon the two are reviewing the past;


they smile at kids blowing out candles and making funny faces.

As the mother shows her daughter yesterday,


the daughter sees today and tomorrow.

For the daughter, the “there and then” becomes the “here and now”.

She envisions her own baby born, 

smiling her first smile and stumbling her first step.

In that moment, the woman feels the pain gone and tastes the joy to come.

[ -- based on a story by Max Lucado]

God doesn’t change, says the song-writer,


“he is faithful in all he does; … the plans of the Lord stand firm forever.”

Read the story of what God did in the lives of his people yesterday,


and you’ll see what he can do in your life today and tomorrow.

Read the story of how God helped his people “there and then”


and you’ll learn how he can help you “here and now”.

A pastor named Paul put it this way:

“Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that … we might have hope.” [Romans 15:4]
Did you hear that?

“Everything … was written in the past…that we might have hope.”

Here then is the cure…


the cure for disappointment, discouragement, even despair.

Read the stories…those old, old stories;


read them again and again,



and see yourself in them.

Is the challenge you face too great?

Read the old story…and see God leading you – as well as Moses -- through the Red Sea.

Are the worries you have too many?  

Read the story…and see God taking care of you in the wilderness with the Israelites.

You feel everyone – even your family – has turned against you?

Read the story…and see yourself – like Joseph – 

forgiving others as God turns the evil they meant into your good.

You feel you’ve lost so much: your job, your health, your loved ones?

Read the story…and see God restoring your fortunes as he did for Job.

You’d like to forget your past and start over?

Read the story…and see God’s son Jesus giving you

 – along with that woman caught in adultery – a new lease on life.

My good friend and co-worker in Hong Kong – Alan from Australia –


often told me 

that he saw himself living in the pages of the New Testament.

That pastor named Paul tells us 

to see ourselves living in the pages of the Old Testament as well.

Whether you live in Australia or America, in Asia or Africa,


you can read the “old, old stories” 

and realize that that they are your stories today.

We can only do that because God doesn’t change.

The God who created the world in the beginning…


the God who reconciled the world to himself 2000 years ago,



is the God who cares for you and me today.

Read the stories that show who this God is and what he does.

That “word of the Lord,” says the song-writer, “is right and true”.

It demonstrates that God “is faithful in all he does”…


that “the earth is full of his unfailing love”…



that “the plans of the Lord stand firm forever, 

and the purposes of his heart through all generations.” [Psalm 33:4-5,11]
“The times, they are a-changing,” crooned the folk-singer.

“But,” replies the singer of Psalm 33, “God doesn’t”.

He “is the same yesterday and today and forever.” [Hebrews 13:8]
God simply doesn’t change.

But, then again, he really does.

He does change.

2)  God does change …..

God once changed chaos into the cosmos.

He also changed a grand plan into a great disaster.

The song-writer tells us -- verses 6 and 10:

“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth. … The Lord foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the purposes of the peoples.”  [Psalm 33:4-5,11]
From the beginning of time, God has been a “change agent”.

God creates and un-creates.

He changes bad situations.

He changes bad schemes.

But, most of all, he loves to change “baa-baa black sheep”.

In other words, he loves – and he lives – to change people like you and me.

You’ve heard it before; you’ll hear it again:


God accepts you and me just as we are…but he refuses to leave us that way.

He is determined to change us.

He is determined to transform us, 

so that we all become all that we are meant to be.

That is his plan for each of us.

It doesn’t matter if you love or loathe change.

It doesn’t matter if you are not yet a Christian, 

if you have just become a Christian 

or if you have been a Christian longer than you can remember.

God wants to change you…change me.

And just how does he do this?

The song-writer reveals God’s secret.

“By the word of the Lord were the heavens made,” he tells us in verse 6 of his song.

“For he spoke,” he goes on to say in verse 9…


“He spoke, and it came to be; he commanded and it stood firm.”

In the beginning, God spoke a word…and worlds changed.

In these end times, God still speaks a word…and worlds still change.

God’s words are ancient, to be sure…

but, as a contemporary Christian song says: they are



“ancient words, changing you, changing me.”

If we, then, need to be changed (and who doesn’t it?)…


or if our little worlds need to be changed (and whose don’t?),



look in here (the Bible).

Read the story…the “old, old story”…


hear God speaking to you today



and be prepared for a change.

Are you lonely?  Feel no one cares if you live or die?

Read the story…

hear God say to you, 

“I will not forget you.  I have engraved you on the palm of my hands.” 

[Isaiah 49:15-16]
and then discover that he is at your side, 

his scarred hand – bearing your name -- holding your hand.

Are you troubled? Can’t think during the day…can’t sleep during the night?

Read the story…


hear God say to you,

 “I will keep you in perfect peace” [Isaiah 26:3]



then lay back to enjoy a calm day and a quiet night…in his arms.

Are you down…almost out?

Read the story…


hear God say to you,

“I have plans for you…plans to prosper you” [Jeremiah 29:11]



and find the hope you need to go on…and get through.

Remember what happened in the past:

 “God spoke,” says the songwriter,  “and it came to be”.

Shouldn’t the same thing happen when God speaks to you and me today?

“He (simply) speaks and it comes to be”

Sound too good to be true?

Can’t quite believe it?

That may be our problem.

God’s word, says that pastor named Paul, is “the power of God…


the power of God for … everyone who believes.” [Romans 1:16]
That word works, he also says, “in you who believe.”  [1 Thessalonians 2:13]
Believe…

Is that what it all boils down to?

Do we believe that God can do what he says?

We all know the power of human words.

What happens when one person asks “Will you marry me?”…

when another person says, “I do”?

Those simple words change people…create new situations.

What happens when God speaks?

How much power can his words have?

We’ve heard the story of the Mutiny on the Bounty, haven’t we?

We’ve heard how the crew of that ship called the Bounty


enjoyed life on the south Pacific islands…



enjoyed it so much, in fact, that they refused to return to Britain.

We’ve heard how they seized the ship so they could stay and play on those islands.

We’ve heard how the captain whom they set adrift managed to survive

and send troops to capture the mutineers.

We’ve heard the story of the Mutiny on the Bounty,


but have we heard the sequel?

Nine of the mutineers escaped to a remote island.

There they made whiskey from a native plant


and made love with the native girls.

But parties like that don’t last because the party-goers don’t last.

Within a few years, only one man was left on the island.

Alexander Smith found himself surrounded by women and half-breed children.

Alexander Smith also found a book he had never read – the Bible.

He not only read the book himself,


he also read it to everyone else on the island.

It was 20 years before a European ship reached that island.

When those European sailors went ashore,


they believed they had discovered Utopia.

They saw no crime, found no disease.

They only discovered people living in peace and prosperity.

What had happened?

Why the dramatic change?

We know, don’t we?

They had read the story…


the old, old story that God used to make them new.

I often hear people say that you can’t change human nature.

That’s true – we can’t.

But God can – and he does – through his word.

“He speaks…and it comes to be.”

So read the story, my friend.

Read the old, old stories…


see God doing something for you in those stories…



hear God speaking to you from those stories…




believe God is changing you through those stories.

Conclusion

This morning, a song-writer urges us to praise God --

praise God because he himself doesn’t change

praise God because he does change…he does change us.

The song-writer, then, gives us only two reasons for celebrating.

I wonder why he didn’t include the third reason.

The third reason?

There are times, you see, when our changeless God does change himself.

There was that time when God became one of us – a human being –


just so someone would finally do 

all that God expected us to do.

There also was that time when the Creator of life actually died and was buried…


just so someone would finally suffer 

all the punishment that God expected us to suffer.

And there still are those times when God’s Spirit – who fills the universe --



reduces himself to live in our hearts;



he could live anywhere…but he opts to live in us.

Why does God do all of this?

Why does he change himself?

So he can change you and me…


make something special out of us…

make something good out of our lives.

This is the “extreme makeover” –


God goes to the extreme to make us over.
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