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How God meets your deepest needs:

when the odds are against you

(Jehovah Nissi -- the God who defends)

Introduction

Brian Hice of Provo, Utah had more than a “bad hair day”.

He woke up to find his apartment flooded.

The manager of the complex told him to go out and rent a water vacuum.

That’s when Brian noticed he had a flat tire.

He changed it, but – before leaving – went inside to call a friend for help.

Because he was standing in water, he got a shock when he picked up the phone;


this startled him so much that he ripped the phone off the wall.

By the time he was ready to leave again, water damage had swelled the wood of the door;


he had to call a neighbor to kick the door down.

He then discovered someone had stolen his car;


fortunately, it ran out of gas…and he found it a few blocks away;



unfortunately, he had to push it to a nearby gas station.

That evening – after cleaning up the mess in his apartment –


he set off for a military ceremony at the university he was attending;



he injured himself when he sat on the bayonet 

he had tossed in the front seat of his car earlier that day.

Doctors were able to stitch up his wound,


but no one was able to save his pet birds who were crushed by falling plaster.

When he finally returned to his apartment late at night,

he slipped on the wet carpet…and injured his tailbone.

The next day, he told his friend that it seemed as if God wanted him dead, but kept missing.

Have you ever had a day like that?

Have you ever had a day, a week, a month 

when everyone and everything seemed to conspire against you?

What did you do?

What do you do when the odds seem to be against you?

This morning, we meet God, who introduces himself as “Jehovah Nissi”…


the God who defends his people…



the God who defends his people, even when the odds are against them.

One of the best examples of God defending his people in the face of overwhelming odds


is recorded in the 2nd book of Chronicles, chapter 20.

This is the story we just heard (reader’s name) read to us.

This is the story of Israel, a nation outnumbered by the enemy 3-to-1.

This is the story of Israel’s king – Jehoshaphat – 

and what he did when he and his people seemed destined to lose.

This also and above all is the story of Israel’s God – Jehovah Nissi –

and what he did when the odds were against his people. 

This story, though, offers more than a history lesson.

This story provides principles…


principles that we can learn…



principles by which we can live when we seem to be fighting for survival:




when we are battling a disease,

when we are struggling with our finances,






when we are contending with people

where we live, where we study, where we work –

So, what do we do when the odds are against us?

When the odds are against us

1) Turn to God first

Go directly to God.

Don’t pass “Go”…don’t “Collect $200”…just go straight to God.

Usually, though, we turn to God only after we’ve tried everything else.

We shrug our shoulders and say, “All we can do now is pray”.

Our friends raise their eyebrows and reply,


“Has it really come to that?  That all you can do is pray?”

When the odds are against us, 

God needs to be our first thought…not our last resort.

This is what Jehoshaphat did.

We are told:

“After this, the armies of the Moabites, the Ammonites and the Meunites (all apparently related to the parasites) declared war on Jehoshaphat.  He was afraid, so he decided to ask the Lord what to do.” [v1,3 NLT] 

“After this…”

After what?

The previous chapter – chapter 19 of 2 Chronicles – tells the story of a national revival.

But after the blessing comes the battle.

We know how that story goes, don’t we?

After the high comes the low;


after the mountaintop comes the valley

We may not be struggling today,


but we will tomorrow…or the day after.

At various stages of our lives,


we’ll find ourselves in situations that terrify us.

Please note, then, what Jehoshaphat did when we was terrified.

He turned to the Lord…


“he decided to ask the Lord what to do.” [v3 NLT]

When the odds seem to be against us, fear is a normal reaction.

But what do we with that fear?

That really is the issue, isn’t it?

Do we let that fear drive us to despair…

to give up even before the battle begins?

Or do we let that fear drive us to God…

to give the battle over to God?

May I make a suggestion?

The next time you find yourself in a terrifying situation,


let your fear motivate you.

Let your fear move you to pray more…trust more…expect more from God.

That’s what Jehoshaphat did;


he turned to God…then he talked to God.

2) Talk to God about your situation

He talked to God about his situation.


“Then King Jehoshaphat went and stood before them and prayed.” [v5 TEV]

I would like to propose Jehoshaphat’s prayer as a model…


a model we can follow whenever we feel that the odds are against us.

It’s a model based on three questions addressed to God:


“Are you not?”  “Did you not?”  “Will you not?”

Jehoshaphat begins by asking God: “Are you not?”

“Are you not the God who is in heaven?  You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations.  Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand you.” [v6 NIV]

Whenever we find ourselves overwhelmed,

we can begin as Jehoshaphat did…by remembering who God is.

Before focusing on the problem, we focus on God…who he is:


God almighty…the God with whom all things are possible.

The king continues by asking God: “Did you not?”


“Did you not drive out those who lived in this land when your people arrived?”  [v7 NLT]

We can continue by remembering what God has done…

the miracles he’s already performed in my life

We remember especially the miracle on the cross…


where God transformed our faults and failures into full and free forgiveness.

We remember too the miracle in the grave…


where God turned death into life – eternal life – for us.

Jehoshaphat finally asks God: “Will you not?”


“Will you not stop them?”  [v12a NLT]
In other words, he asks God for help…just as we can.

“Do it again, Lord!  How about an instant replay?  A repeat performance!”

We ask the God who has been our help in ages past 

to help us one more time.

Then we tell him exactly how we feel.

3) Tell God exactly how you feel
This is what Jehoshaphat did.

When he and his people were outnumbered 3-to-1, he told God:


“We are powerless against this mighty army that is about to attack us.”  [v12b NLT]

Have you ever felt like that?

Have you ever felt powerless,

unable to affect what is happening in your career, your relationship, your life?

Have you ever felt powerless,


unable to affect what you see happening in our culture today?

Perhaps our feelings are best expressed in this poem:


“The world had a hopeful beginning,


But man spoiled it all by sinning.


We trust that the story 


Will end in God’s glory,


But now the other side’s winning.”

When it seems that the other side is winning,


we can tell God…

we can tell God that we feel powerless.

However, as we express this feeling – as the king did in verse 12 –


we also need to express the fact – as the king did in verse 6 –



that God is powerful.

You see, when the odds are against us,


we don’t need to have power;



we don’t even need to pretend that we have power…




because God does.

The power and might are in his hand.

All we need to do is trust him.

4) Trust God to help you
Jehoshaphat said:


“We are powerless…  We do not know what to do...”



“but,” he added, “our eyes are upon you.”  [v12c NIV]

What is the biggest mistake that we can make when the odds seem against us?

It’s this: that we put our eyes on the problem, 

not – as the king did -- on God.

Do we ever listen to ourselves talk when we feel overwhelmed?

Our friends ask us, “How are you doing?”

And we say, “OK…under the circumstances.”

Under the circumstances!?

What are we doing under the circumstances?

Who put us there?

Why don’t we get on top of our circumstances?

Why don’t we live above our circumstances?

A Baptist preacher once said:

“Circumstances are like a mattress.  Get on top of them and you’ll rest.  Get underneath and you’ll suffocate.”

I like what Corrie ten Boom – a woman who survived Nazi concentration camps –


I like what she said:



“If you look at the world, you will be distressed.



If you look within, you will be depressed.



If you look at Christ, you will be at rest.”

May I ask a question?

Where have you put your eyes right now?

If you’re feeling discouraged, they can’t be looking at God.

If we are focusing on God…who he is…what he does,


I just don’t think we can feel discouraged at the same time.

“This,” in fact, “is what the Lord says” 

to Jehoshaphat, to you, to me…to all who put their eyes on him:


“Do not be afraid or discouraged…”



Why?




“For the battle is not yours, but God’s!”  [v20 NIV]

If you remember nothing more from this message 

than these few words of the Lord,



that may be enough.

“The battle is not yours, but God’s!”

So often, we find ourselves fatigued 


because we find ourselves fighting battles that belong to God.

We summon all our will-power, draw on all our energy…and tell ourselves:


“I’m going to make this work.


I’m going to rescue my career.


I’m going to save my marriage.


I’m going to turn my kids around.


I’m going to conquer this condition.”

“Time out!” says God.  “This is my battle, not yours!”

“You’re the child; I’m the Father.

I’ve already invested all the family resources 


-- I’ve already invested my Son and my Spirit --



just to adopt you as my child.

I’m the one who will take care of your needs.

I’m the one who will make this work out.”

But we still don’t get it.

We make the same mistake our ancestors did;


we think we can be like God;



we assume we can fight his battles.

And when we fail – as we usually do – we feel guilty.

We crawl back to God and say,


“God, I’m so sorry.  I’ve really let you down.”

Again, God says “Time out!”

“Let me clarify this: you can’t let me down.

You can’t let me down because you don’t hold me up.

I hold you up; you don’t hold me up.”

Have we ever thought about this?


That we can never disappoint God?

From the beginning,


God knew what you and I would be like…what we would do.

From the beginning,


God knew that he would have to be our Savior.

“Let God be God,” said Martin Luther.

Let God fight your battles and mine.

If we, then, don’t go out to fight,

what do we do?

 Listen to what God said to Jehoshaphat:

“You won’t need to fight this battle.  Just stand strong in your places, and you will see the Lord save you.”  [v17 NCV]

Two words: “Stand strong!”

Don’t try to get ahead of God.

Don’t turn back.

When the odds seem to be against you, “just stand strong”.

On what do we stand?

God tells us in verse 20.

Unfortunately, I did not include all of verse 20 on the insert;


so please listen carefully as I read it to you.

On what do you and I stand?

This is what the Lord says:


“Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld. 


Have faith in his prophets and you will be successful.”  [v20b NIV]

Do you want to overcome overwhelming odds?

Then, “have faith in the Lord…and in his prophets…”

that is, trust God…and his word, spoken by the prophets


stand on what one theologian called “the 7000 promises” 

that God stands by in his word.

When you face overwhelming odds,


do what the king of Israel did:



turn to God first, 

talk to him about the situation, 

tell him exactly how you feel, 

trust that he will help you…


and then, thank him in advance.

5) Thank God in advance
We are told:

“The king appointed singers to walk ahead of the army, singing to the Lord and praising him… This is what they sang, “Give thanks to the Lord for his faithful love endures forever.”  [v21 NLT]

The general never would have done what the king did;


George Patton never would have done what Jehoshaphat did:



he sent the choir ahead of the infantry.

Picture this:


on the mountains are the three armies…



and, into the “valley of death”, strolls the choir.




thanking and praising God.

Jehoshaphat thanked God in advance of the victory.

If we thank God after he helps us, that’s gratitude.

But, if we thank God beforehand – as the king of Israel did – that’s faith.

Please note the effect:

“At the moment they began to sing and praise, the Lord caused the armies of Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir to begin fighting among themselves, and they destroyed each other.”  [v22 LB]

There seems to power in praising…power in worship.

There seems to be power in expecting God to act…

power in thanking him even before he acts.

This, I submit, is the challenge you and I face in the face of overwhelming odds:

when do we thank God?

When do we thank God for solving the seemingly insurmountable problem in our lives?

After he does it?  

That would be gratitude, right?

How about right now…while we still have the problem?


That would be faith, wouldn’t it?



That would be the only thing God ever seeks 

whenever we see that the odds are against us.

Conclusion
How does the story end?

What happens after God’s people “let God be God”?

What is the result of letting God fight your battles and mine?

We know what happened long ago.

We are told:

“When the surrounding kingdoms heard that the Lord himself had fought against the enemies of Israel, the fear of God came over them.  So Jehoshaphat’s kingdom was at peace, for God had given him rest on every side.”  [v29-30 NLT]

When Jehoshaphat – in the face of overwhelming odds –

 turned to God, 

talked with God, 

trusted in God, 

even thanked God in advance, 

people noticed…

“the fear of God came over them.”

 And Jehoshaphat himself found peace…


God gave him “rest on every side.”

Shouldn’t the results be the same today?

When you and I live by faith…


when we trust God to do what we cannot do by ourselves,



people will notice, won’t they?

They will notice, not only what we are doing,


but also what God is doing.

And, if we live by faith…

if we let God fight – and win -- our battles,


won’t we also find peace?

Peace on every side --

peace where we live…peace where we study…peace where we work.

It is my prayer that each of us walk out of church this morning 

with a better understanding of God as Jehovah Nissi…

the God who defends his people.

It is also my prayer that each of us, from this day forward, both know and show


what that pastor named Paul said so long ago:



“If God is for us, who can be against us?”  [Romans 8:31 NIV]

	On 25 July 2004, this message was shared with members and friends of Risen Christ Lutheran Church at 9050 60th Street N in Stillwater MN. If you have comments or questions, please call the church (651 770-3618).
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