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Pentecost 14

Our father in heaven

1) Getting to know the father

Introduction
Have you ever listened to Todd Friel “talk the walk” on radio station KKMS?

Todd regularly hits the streets of the Twin Cities in the late afternoon 

and talks with people about God.

Most of the people Todd interviews claim to believe in God.

As Todd continues to question them,

these people reveal their understanding 


-- or should I say, misunderstanding – of God.

Last week, as I listened again to our fellow citizens give their impressions of God,


I wondered: “how well do we know God?”

We get our impressions of God from many sources:

from family and friends, from movies and magazines.

What we know of God, though,

will affect almost every area of our lives.

If you and I have misconceptions about who God is and what he can do,


It’s going to show.

We may worry more frequently.

We may feel guilty more often.

In short, we may find ourselves bearing burdens 

that God never intended us to bear.

Thank God, then, for Jesus!

Jesus came to explode all the common stereotypes of God.

He came to expose God as he really is…

to reveal what we could call the “naked truth” about God.

When you think of God – he once told his followers –


think of him as your father.

God as father…

That’s good news!

After all, if God is a father, he’s a person…not just a power.

We can relate to a person, can’t we?

We can become intimate with a father.

But God as father is also bad news.

Some of us grew up with absent or abusive fathers.

Others of us regularly heard those dreadful words:


“Just wait until your father comes home!”

As a result, we may find it difficult to think of God as a father.

I recently reviewed a book that contained the biographies of 50 atheists.

These people who did not believe in God


lived at different times and in different cultures.

Yet they all had one thing in common.

Do you know what it was?

They all had a poor relationship with their father.

No wonder Jesus said that God is a different kind of father.

When you think of God – he tells his followers –


think of him as your father…in heaven.

“Our father in heaven”…

That phrase doesn’t only tell us where God is;


that phrase tells us who God is…



that he is different from any other father we’ve ever known.

And this morning, we’ll explore just how different.

This morning, we’ll explore “what kind of a father is God”.

Our goal, though, is not an increase in our knowledge;


our goal is a change in our behavior.

Our goal is to know God as he is


so that you and I can live life as he intended.

What kind of a father is God?

3) He is a close father

Recent studies reveal that

fathers today spend an average of 15 minutes each day with their children.

In other words, fathers today are devoting a whopping 1% of their time to their kids.

Perhaps this explains why so many people see God 

as nothing more than a “cosmic clock maker”…



an apathetic deity who winds up the world

and then sits back to watch it wind down.

Like the Bette Midler song “God is watching us at a distance”.

No, he’s not!

God is not a distant, detached dad; 

he’s close…and he’s concerned.

God’s not “out of sight”.


he’s almost “in your face”.

He, of course, made us;


but he made us to be with him.

“(God) made every nation…,” said that pastor named Paul.


“He determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live” 

[Acts 17:26 NIV]

Why?

The pastor goes on to explain.


“God did this so people would…reach out for him and find him.”



And then he adds these words:




“He is not far from each one us.” [Acts 17:27 NIV]
God doesn’t play “hide and seek” with us.

He wants us to “seek and find” with him.

And he makes the game easy;


he says that “he is not far from us”.

And do you know when he likes to get real close?

When you need him.

When your phone rings in the middle of the night…


when your supervisor calls you into his or her office for the last time…



when your doctor says, “I’m sorry, but…”

Whenever your life is about to be changed forever…


whenever your head starts to bow and your heart starts to break,



God – your father – is there.

In fact, this father is always there when you need him.

Listen to what the poet has written:


“The Lord is close to the broken-hearted.” [Psalm 34:18 NIV]
Even in a group of this size,


I suspect that someone has a heart that is breaking…



a life that seems to be unraveling.

If that person happens to be you,


remember this: “Daddy is here…and he’s here for you”.
Our father in heaven is always “close to the broken-hearted”

He only waits for you to call.

He only waits for you to say:


“Father, this is my problem…this is my pain.


This is what happened.


This is how I feel.”

For this, too, is his promise to you and to me:

“The Lord is near to all who call on him.” [Psalm 145:18 NIV]

Every loss in our life creates an empty space;

but it is a space that God’s presence can fill.

So never forget this:

God is never too busy for you or me.

He has said that he’ll always be there…


and especially when we need him.

But can this father really help when we call?

2)  He is a competent father
Most fathers today seem to be rather incompetent.
Read the comics, watch the shows…


and you’ll see dads that are duds.

Al Bundy and Homer Simpson –

that is how fathers are pictured today.

Last week, I read a brief article 
about two kids arguing on their first day back in school 
One said, “Well, my daddy can beat your daddy.”
The other replied, “Big deal! So can my mom!”

Our father in heaven, though, is a very competent father.

When the father in heaven revealed himself to the father of all believers


-- that is, when God appeared to Abraham --



he said, “I am God almighty”.  [Genesis 17:1 NIV]
I guess that gives us the bragging rights, doesn’t it?

No one can beat our Daddy.
When Carmen was younger, she thought I was Superdad.
She thought I could fix anything.

She gave me decapitated dolls to repair.

She brought clothes she had outgrown to enlarge.

She has since learned, though,


that there are some things – actually many things – that I cannot do.

Is there anything our father in heaven cannot do?

A doctor

-- you know, one of those people who analyze problems and propose solutions --


a doctor named Luke wrote this:



“Nothing is impossible with God” [Luke 1:37 NIV]
He recorded those words after God had done


what medical science still finds impossible to do.

He recorded those words after God helped “a virgin conceive…and bear a son”.

What is the best and brightest dream you could ever have?
God has the power to fulfill it.

What is the biggest problem you could ever face?

God has the power to solve it.

What is the deepest hurt you could ever feel?

God has the power to heal it.

“Nothing is impossible with God.”  [Luke 1:37 NIV
What goal, then, are you working too long and too hard to achieve?

What situation are you manipulating in an attempt to change it?

What problem is stressing you out as you try to work it out?


Why not let God deal with these issues?

Is there anything God cannot do?

A foolish question.

Why?

Because we do not even know all that God can do!

A pastor named Paul tells us:


“God is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.” [Ephesians 3:20 NIV]
Do you hear what the pastor is saying?

“God is able to do immeasurably more…” [Ephesians 3:20 NIV]
And just how does God do so much more than we can ask or imagine?
The pastor goes on…


“(by) his power that is at work within us”.

Can’t stop smoking or drinking?
Can’t stop worrying or wondering “what if”?

Can’t forget the past, forgive the jerk or face the future?

No, you probably can’t.

But God can.

And God does…by his power that is at work within you!

So why not give up – and give over to God – the problems you can’t handle?

Our father in heaven is competent;

but he is not coercive.

He will never force you to accept his solutions.

Again, he waits…


waits for you to turn to him for help.

God is close.
He is competent.

And he – above all – is caring.
3) He is a caring father

Carmen – who once thought of me as Superdad –


is now beginning to think of me as Superdud.

She is starting to raise those questions that every father has heard at least once:


“Don’t you care?  

Don’t you care how I feel?  

Don’t you care what happens to me?”

Why don’t we address those questions to our father in heaven?

“God, do you care?”

A poet tells us:
“As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who honor him.”  [Psalm 103:13 NIV]
So, does God care?

Does God care about the grades you get in school?  I say yes.

Does God care whether or not you have a boyfriend…or girlfriend?  Again I say yes.

Does God care about your moods?  Yes.

Does God care about your job?  Yes.

Does God care about your house?  Yes.
Does God care about your health? Yes.
Does God care about the need of your kids to have braces? 

Does God care about your financial investments? 

Does God care about your retirement plans? 
Yes, yes and yes.

Why do I sound like a broken record?
Why do I always say “yes”?

Because God says “yes”

What was it that the man called Peter said?

“Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.”  [1 Peter 5:7 NIV]
God cares – he is concerned – about every detail of your life and mine.

God’s son once said 

that the father in heaven even knows how many hairs you have.

I believe he also knows their original color.

You may fool us, but God – and your hair-dresser – know.

As I said, our Father knows – and cares about – every detail of our lives.
How do we know God cares?
Look at the empty cross;


look in the empty grave.

There’s the proof…

the proof that God cared enough to send his very best…



the proof that God cared enough to do his very best…




all to restore the relationship that we had ruined.

God once gave his son so that he could get us back into his family today.

And, as that pastor named Paul has said:


“If God didn’t hesitate to put everything on the line for us…by sending his own Son,

is there anything else he wouldn’t gladly and freely do for us?”  [Romans 8:32  MSG]
2000 years ago, 
God showed us how much he cared…
how much he loved us.
But we still don’t get it, do we?

I often meet people who are all stressed out;
and they often think they have problems 
because they don’t love God enough.

That rarely, if ever, is the issue: how much we love God.

The real issue is how much God loves us.

We often grow tense and get nervous

because we simply don’t know how much God loves us…

we don’t realize how much he cares for us.

When will we ever learn?

“Don’t worry,” says God’s own son Jesus.

“Don’t worry…your heavenly father knows (what) you need.” [Matthew 6:31-32 NIV]
Conclusion
The father in heaven is close…

so close that you can reach out and find him.
The father in heaven is competent…


so competent that he can solve any problem you face.

The father in heaven is caring…


so caring that there is nothing he won’t do for you.

But is this father in heaven your father?

Do you call him – as Jesus said we could –

do you call him your “Daddy”?

There is – in North American culture – a major misconception.

Many people in this land think that everyone is a child of God.

Listen to Todd Friel’s “Talk the walk” program on radio station KKMS,

and you’ll know what I mean.

Oh, it’s true that “God the Father almighty” made everyone.

It’s also true that God the Father loves everyone.

It’s even true that God has a plan for everyone…


that he wants everyone to be part of his family.

But it’s equally true that not everyone is a child of God.

God’s son, Jesus, said this:


“I am the way…no one comes to the Father except through me.”  [John 14:6 NIV]
We are not the children of God simply because we are citizens of these United States.

We are the children of God simply because we are members of Risen Christ Lutheran Church.

“We are children of God,” says Pastor Paul…

“We are children of God through faith in Jesus Christ.”  [Galatians 3:26 LB]
You and I are not somehow born into the family of God;


he adopts us as his children when we trust in his son Jesus.

Have you been baptized?

Do you trust Jesus as your Savior…follow him as your Leader?

If not, why not?

You have a father in heaven who longs to hold you and heal you.
On the other hand, if you – by grace and through faith in Jesus – have become a child of God…

if you know you have a father in heaven who loves you – cares for you – as no other,



I also have a question for you:




why worry?
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