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Choices, we make them all the time.  Of course some of them are not the wisest decisions.  Have you ever heard of stupid criminals?  These guys first make the bad decision to do a crime and then they go on to make it even worse.
David Posman, was arrested in Providence, R.I, after knocking out an armored car driver and stealing the closest four bags of money. It turned out they contained $800 in PENNIES weighing 30 pounds each.  The 120-pound total slowed him to a stagger during his getaway so that police officers easily jumped him from behind.

Or how about this one?  When a man attempted to siphon gasoline from a motor home parked on a Seattle street, he got much more than he bargained for. Police arrived at the scene to find an ill man curled up next to a motor home near spilled sewage. A police spokesman said that the man admitted to trying to steal gasoline and plugged his hose into the motor home's sewage tank by mistake.  Not the wisest decision.

Living in the US, we understand this to be one of our most fundamental rights; the right to choose.  To choose our job, to choose our school, to choose our religion.  Of course, these aren’t the only choices we are entitled to.  We must also scavenge our way through over 40 different brands of toothpaste, or in finding the right shoe, we must consider the nearly 500 different brands that are offered.  Don’t forget about cars, jewelry, electronics, clothing, and even something as simple as the pen we write with.  We expect this.  If we didn’t get to choose, there would be a problem.  When Henry Ford developed the Model T, he was quoted as saying, “People can have the Model T in any color they want--so long as it's black.”  He soon found that choice was something Americans preferred.


Naturally, picking out your toothpaste or what movie to rent tonight is not going to cause any huge consequences in your life.  More than likely you either like what you get or next time you change to something else.  However, when we pick our friends, or our job, activities, or our investments, these choices have effects that linger for a lifetime.  We cannot simply say, “I didn’t like that choice, I’ll return it.”  These choices require our evaluation.  Careful consideration needs to go into them.

Our friend Moses can help us with this.  He was faced with one choice that he had to answer.  One choice that he had to ask himself everyday.  Do I choose to be a native or an alien?  Do I choose to remain an Egyptian or to become a Hebrew?  Do I choose to live as those who are around me or do I become one of God’s chosen people?  That decision was left up to Moses.  He could continue living the lifestyle he had grown up in, or he could become a Hebrew and live as a foreigner.

The same choice is given to us.  We either pick to live as the world around us or to live as a child of God.  To be a native or to be an alien.  If you have ever traveled to a different country you understand the difference between being a native or an alien.  You quickly find out just who the alien is.  You are the one who sticks out.  You don’t dress the same, you don’t act the same, and you don’t talk the same.  You immediately want to be like those around you.  You want to become native.
I went to Israel for a month two years ago and quickly found, I was not a native.  I immediately bought a “learn Hebrew in a week” book and went to work.  I ate their food.  I tried with great difficulty to fit in.  Needless to say, after one month, my “learn Hebrew in a week” had failed me and I was still an alien to the country.  I simply stuck out in a culture that was not my own.
But what about the choices we have to make everyday.  Do we choose to live as a child of God (an alien) or do we go as the natives and live like the society around us?  When Moses made this decision, he was living in the lap of luxury.  He had grown up in the palace.  He had every wish he desired.  Yet somewhere in that glorious lifestyle he realized he was not a member of that family.  He realized that he belonged to something else.  He belonged to the family of God.  He knew his true identity.

What about you?  In Israel, despite my great efforts I could not fit into the society.  I obviously stood out.  Yet if we have chosen to be aliens in this world, how is it we don’t stand out.  Pastor said last week that there is no distinguishable lifestyle difference between Christians and non-Christians.  Why is that?  When things are going well, when we are in Moses’ position, living in luxury, we tend to forget God.  We value the other things in our life.  Perhaps it’s that cabin that calls our name each weekend.  Maybe it’s a sport I just can’t miss.  We have all heard it before, you want to know what matters to you, look in your checkbook.  Are you a native or an alien?
But we must also decide when things are going bad.  When the going gets tough, do we choose to be a child of God or to console our self with the masses?  A tough marriage can make the most faithful man look twice at the wrong woman.  An extended sickness makes even the strongest soul consider suicide.  Stress makes the smokiest nightclub smell sweet.
  A difficult class makes the most honest student cheat.  It becomes easy to forget God.  Are you a native or an alien?
Moses chose to be an alien.
And what if we choose alien?  To say, “I am not a part of this world, heaven is my home?”  What can we expect from this decision?  “24By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 25He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time”
.  That is what the author of Hebrews tells us.  Moses knew the pleasures he would be giving up.  He had fame, fortune and everything that goes with it.  But what does the verse say, he chose to be mistreated with his family rather than enjoy those short-lived pleasures.  Moses chose a home in the wilderness rather then the majestic palace in which he lived.  He didn’t do this for nothing; he did this because he knew he belonged to God.  Hebrews goes on to say “26Moses knew that the treasures of Egypt were not as wonderful as what he would receive from suffering for the Messiah”
.
Moses chose to take suffering over treasures to live for Lord.
What can we expect?  Perhaps by choosing to be an alien, we will lose some friends.  Perhaps we will lose some money, or our job.  Perhaps we will not be popular.  Yet, aren’t these the short-lived pleasures that Moses had?  Peter tells us, “don't be surprised or shocked that you are going through testing that is like walking through fire… 16Don't be ashamed to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God that you belong to him.”

There is no surprise here.  I’m telling you right now, if you choose to be an alien and a part of God’s family, there will be struggles.  No one has ever said being a Christian is easy, at least if you’re living as an alien.  But what does Peter say we should do with this suffering?  To praise God!  And why?  Because we know that we belong to Him.  We know that heaven is our home.  We know that this is temporary and soon we will be with God.  That is what makes us the alien.
And we have comfort in knowing that through the suffering God is always with us.  When Moses left for the desert, God did not leave his side.  He took those forty years and molded Moses into a new man; a man that understood what it meant to be a part of God’s family.  Moses was not ready to lead his people the day he left Egypt.  It took forty years for him to become the man God wanted.  And Moses knew that God would use him, he knew that somewhere in the desert at some point, God would bless him.
Moses chose to wait for God’s promise.

We must remember that.  Maybe it won’t take forty years, but I can tell you it also won’t happen tomorrow.  Are you willing to become an alien living in this world?  Then you must also be willing to work on God’s time.  He promises to bless us, to be with us and as Moses did, we know that in the end we will have the reward: eternity.

Before I went into church work, I went to the University of MN for aerospace engineering.  I had friends, good grades, and a full-ride scholarship.  That was not God’s plan.  I soon found myself asking the same question as Moses did: is this my home?  The answer was no.  I chose to be an alien, I chose to leave and go into church work.  Did I lose things?  Yes.  I gave up some friendships; I gave up some education; and reluctantly, I gave up my scholarship.  I started over at Concordia.  Was it easy? No.  Did I falter? Yes.  Was God there working on me? Absolutely.  And here I stand, knowing that this is what God wants for me.
How can we do this?  Do I expect all of you to quit what you’re doing and go into church work?  Of course not.  God has a distinct plan for each of us.  Moses didn’t know what God had in mind.  He only knew that Egypt was not his home.  He took a look at his life and saw that the choices he was making were not the ones God wanted.  He understood that to critique his choices meant to become an alien; to live a life for God.
We must look at our choices.  The ones we make everyday.  Are we a native or alien?  The youth group didn’t realize I was going to do this, but a couple of weeks ago I asked them to come up with a step-by-step guide on making decisions that follows God’s plan.  I think you’ll find that what they came up with is a good way to make sure we know that heaven is our home and not the ways of this world.
Step 1, look at the choice in front of you and pray.  The first thing; go to God.  Ask him to help you as you make your decision.  We cannot go at it alone and expect to follow God’s plan.  Step 2, listen.  Often forgotten after prayer.  If we do not take time to listen to what God wants how can we expect to do what he wants.  Always take time to listen.  Step 3, look at the consequences and benefits.  Evaluate what will happen.  If you’re deciding to go to the bar instead of home, what are those consequences and benefits?  This goes right into step 4, who will be affected by this decision?  Step 5  I love this step, pray.  Didn’t we already do that?  Yes, but after you have looked at everything it’s time to go back to God and ask Him for His help.  At this point you may start to realize what God’s decision would be.  Step 6, don’t forget to listen to Him.  And finally, the last step; step 7.  Make the decision.  And we have all heard that not making a decision is still making a decision.
I think the youth came up with a wonderful guide on how to critique your choices.  If you follow a plan like this, you will almost always be doing what God desires.  Living as His child, instead of the world’s.

You’ve made some bad choices.  Maybe it’s the wrong career, the wrong activities, the wrong investments.  We all have, and some of the consequences linger here today.  But there is one choice you didn’t have to make.  It was the choice Jesus had to make.  Do I die for these people?  Do I take the punishment they deserve and die?  The choice was His.  He could have said no, but he didn’t.  He said yes.  And we know the result of that decision.  We know that his death was only temporary.  That in that death he defeated Satan, he defeated hell and he rose again.  That despite every wrong decision we make, we know that because of Christ’s decision to die for us; we are in the family of God.  If we are living as a native, God is more than ready to forgive us, and accept us into his heavenly home.
So the choice is yours to make.  Are you going to live as a native or as an alien?

And now may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and minds through Jesus Christ now and forever. Amen.
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