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Pentecost 18
More than survivors
Agree to flee (like Joseph)
Genesis 39:1-23

Introduction

The mid 1970’s…
I‘m sitting in a faculty meeting at a high school in Hong Kong.

We’re discussing what to do…


what to do with two seniors – a boy and a girl – who were talking too much,


not in class, but to each other.

The teachers agree: they need to intervene:


the two seniors will be scolded, then separated; 

the entire student body will be told what happened.

I am surprised;

but then I learn that contact between the sexes is reserved for 20 somethings…


and, even then, the only acceptable display of affection is hand-holding.

I wonder: do the Chinese know about sex?

I conclude they must;

after all, there are more than 1 billion of them.
 

 However, the Chinese – it seemed to me at the time – 
also know there is a place for sex…


in marriage, between adults, in the privacy of your home.

Interesting, isn’t it?

how people who do not know God know God’s plan for sex.

Fast forward 25 years…to the late 90’s.

I’m sitting in a task-force meeting, sponsored by the government in Hong Kong.

We’re discussing what happened…


what happened to the students, not only in high school…but also in middle school.
Kissing – even fondling – each other in public has become commonplace;


so many young people are losing their virginity so early…

so many are getting sexually transmitted diseases so easily.
The task-force spends 6 months trying to determine the cause of the problem,

another year trying to fix it.
Their report concludes that

one of the factors contributing to this obsession with sex



is material – movies, magazines – imported from foreign cultures.

Two countries are cited in the report: Japan…and the United States of America.

Again I am surprised.
I wonder: 
if North American culture is a source of pollution – moral pollution – to China,



what is it doing to the people who live in North America?

“I urge you,” writes that man called Peter…

“I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.” [1 Peter 2:11 NIV]
This morning’s message, my friends, is rated “R”.

We’re going to talk about sex.
We’re going to talk specifically 
about the problem that this nation’s seeming obsession with sex poses…
poses especially for foreigners living in the land…

for individuals like you and me…


God’s people striving to be “more than survivors” 

on this island called earth.
Sexual temptation, of course, is nothing new, is it?
Between the covers of the Bible, 

you and I can read stories about what happened between the sheets long ago.

One of those stories featured a Hebrew hunk named Joseph.

I think you know his story: how he was…
sold into slavery by his brothers


secured as a servant by Potiphar


and then seduced – or almost seduced -- by Potiphar’s wife.

From this story,

we learn how a good-looking guy named Joseph 

dealt with sexual temptation while living in a foreign country.

We discover that he actually had a “flight plan”.

a plan that I would like to share today…



all in the hope that we will adopt it…
that we – like Joseph – will agree to F-L-E-E…agree to flee.

Agree to flee

1)  Feel the danger
Read the story of Joseph…


read about the situation in which he found himself,



and you quickly realize that Joseph could feel the danger.

Mrs Potiphar’s interest in sex did not interest Joseph; it troubled him.
Does our culture’s interest in sex trouble us?
Do we feel that sex infects much of the media of our land?
We no longer have to go to an adult bookstore to buy a magazine or rent a video.
We now have access to sex in our family rooms:


it’s a click away on the computer,



a channel away on cable TV,




a phone call away with a 900 number.

Sex also comes to us on the family radio:


suggestive lyrics of popular songs encourage physical gratification.

Sex comes to us during family hour TV:


sitcoms regularly rely on sex for their storylines.

Sex even comes to us in the family mailbox:


my goodness, how in the world did I ever get on Victoria Secret’s mailing list?

Sex is used to sell goods to the family:


it sells bottles of beer as well as bottles of perfume;



it sells cans of soft drinks and cans of motor oil.

Do we today – like Joseph of old – feel the danger?

Do we also feel that our culture’s interest in sex can affect us?


that we, too, can find sex tempting?
My heart sinks when I see boys and girls – no older than my daughter Carmen –

showing an interest in curves and bulges.

My heart sinks again when I realize that – if statistics are true –

more than a few of us here today are trapped by internet pornography.

But it’s not just the young – or the male of the species – that finds sex tempting;


I submit it affects all of us at any age.

When I was 20 and subject to what that pastor named Paul called “youthful lusts”,

I believed that I would win the “battle for purity” by age 40.
When I reached 40…and discovered I still was struggling with sexual temptation,


I thought the “magic number” was 60.

Well, this year I turned 60…and guess what?


sex still can turn my head and tempt my soul.

I was going to propose age 80,

but this past week I read the biography of E Stanley Jones.

When that great missionary – at age 83 – was asked 

to what temptation he felt most vulnerable,


he replied – without hesitation – “Lust!”

If you think you are immune…

if you think sex cannot titillate or tempt you,

please have a word with me after the service;


I’d love to learn your secret.

But, if you do think that you are immune,

a pastor named Paul has a word for you.
To Christians living in Corinth…


to Christians living in a culture as obsessed with sex as our own,



to these people – and therefore to all of us – Pastor Paul says:



If you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 
[1 Corinthians 10:11 NIV]
Now, I do not want to give you the impression that sex is bad.
Sex is good, sex is great.

I love sex -- and so can you. 

In fact, we all can enjoy this grand gift from God…


as long we follow the instruction manual that God gave with this gift.

Sex: a gift to be opened and enjoyed…

only with your spouse…

and only in marriage.

However, use the gift in a way the Designer never intended

-- in other words, adulterate God’s gift of sex --



and what happens?
Do we understand the effects of sexual sin?

Many today say that sexual sin is harmless…


that it hurts no one.

Well, tell that to the man 

who is struggling to free himself from internet porn.
Tell that to the woman 

who sits at home alone as her husband plays around on a business trip.

Tell that to the parents of a daughter 

who have watched the object of their affection become a sex object.
In case you haven’t noticed,

sexual sins can hurt you as an individual; 

they can destroy your family;

but – above all – they will damage your relationship with God.

That’s why Joseph said what he did.

When that Hebrew hunk was tempted to have sex in a way God never intended, 

he said, “How could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” [Genesis 39:9 NIV]

That’s why David also said what he did.

When that passionate poet yielded to temptation and had an affair with his next door neighbor,

he hurt his reputation as a king;
he also destroyed her family and his own.

But when he finally understood what he had done,

he said this to God: “Against you, you only, have I sinned.” [Psalm 51:4 NIV]
Misuse the gift of sex…and you mock the Giver of that gift;

you mock God, the God who has said, “I will not be mocked.”

Sexual sin is not harmless.

The Hebrew hunk understood that.

When he found himself in a compromising situation, he could feel the danger.
Then, as the situation heated up, he decided to leave the area.

2)  Leave the area

That’s the second step in Joseph’s flight plan.

When you find yourself attracted to someone or something that can destroy you,

don’t “just say no”;



get up and go!

Do your best impersonation of Joseph…or Johnson – Michael Johnson, that is.
In other words, run for your life.
That pastor named Paul


-- when writing to Christians in Corinth…

when writing to Christians living in a culture obsessed with sex –


put it this way:

Flee from sexual immorality.  [1 Corinthians 6:18 NIV]
Flee from sexual immorality.
What does that mean for you and me today?
If the adult book store entices you, take a different route home from work.

If late night cable TV tempts you, cancel your subscription.

If internet porn lures you, buy a software package to block it.

If the clothes you see at Abercrombie and Fitch let others see too much, shop at Walmart.

If your co-worker looks too good and smells too sweet, request a transfer.
Thousands of years have passed 
since Joseph taxied down the tarmac in Potiphar’s garden,



but his flight plan still works.

Flee -- Flee from sexual immorality –

and as someone recently remarked: “don’t leave a forwarding address”.

When Mrs Potiphar – not Mrs Robinson – tried to seduce Joseph,


the Hebrew hunk could feel the danger…and chose to leave the area.

Those two steps, however, were not the critical part of Joseph’s flight plan.

His secret for success

– the real reason for his victory in his battle for purity – 

was not a principle;



it was a person.

Reread his story…
and you will discover a comment that was made both before and after the temptation.
It’s a short phrase…easy to overlook:

we are told that “the Lord was with Joseph.” [Genesis 39:2,21 NIV]

The Lord was with Joseph.

Ah! there’s the key to conquering sexual temptations:
know that the Lord is with you;



experience his presence in your life.

3) Experience God’s presence
When Karen arrived in Hong Kong two weeks ago,

she had to declare all that she was bringing with her.

That’s standard operating procedure for all who travel to a foreign country, isn’t it?
What declaration have we made as God’s people living as aliens on planet earth?

Have you and I told the authorities 


-- especially those authorities, those spiritual forces of evil who use sex to trap us –



have we told them we’re bringing Jesus with us?

After all, what has Jesus told us?

“I am with you always”, right?

This morning, then, I invite you to see Jesus with you…

with you everyday of your life.
Don’t picture Jesus standing behind you,

looking over your shoulder as some kind of cosmic cop,


trying to catch you out.

See Jesus standing beside you,

his arm around your shoulder as a friend – a friend of sinners --


trying to help you out.

He understands.
He knows – from first hand experience – just how powerful sexual urges can be.

He’s been there…just not done that.

But what if you’ve done that?

What if you’ve used sex in a way that God never intended?

Look at the hand on your shoulder.
Do you see the nail-print?

There’s the proof…

the proof that your friend has already paid the penalty for your indiscretion.

There’s the reason why Jesus did not condemn the prostitute long ago…

there’s the reason why he does not condemn you today.

But look at that hand again.
Do you see how strong it is?

If you look closely, 


you’ll not only see the scar…

the scar that shows Jesus freed you from the penalty of sexual sin.
You also see the sinews…


the sinews that show Jesus can free you from the power of sexual temptation.

“Do not be dismayed (by sexual temptation)”, says Jesus.

“Do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my right hand. [Isaiah 41:10 NIV]
To the Christians living in Corinth – living in that culture so obsessed with sex –


Pastor Paul writes:



When you are tempted, (God) will provide a way out.  [1 Corinthians 10:13 NIV]
I believe that Jesus is the “way out”…


the way out of both sexual temptation and sexual sin.

This Jesus, who is with you,


forgives you when you fall…



and fortifies you when you are in danger of falling.

He is your friend, whether you are falling or fallen.

We are told that the Lord who is with us also was with Joseph.
We are not told, though, that Joseph 
– even after he became prime minister of Egypt –

ever went back to be with Potiphar’s wife.

He obviously took steps to protect himself.

And that is the final step in his flight plan.

Establish protections.
4)  Establish protections

How can we do that?
How can we keep ourselves safe in a culture obsessed with sex?

Quite frankly, you and I have to control our sex organs…
especially the most powerful one.

By the way, do you know what your most powerful sex organ is? 

It’s your mind!
All our sexual temptations begin there;


and all our sexual temptations can end there.

No wonder that man who calls us “aliens…in the world” 

and tells us to “abstain from sinful desires” [1 Peter 2:11 NIV] --


no wonder that man called Peter says to you and to me:

“prepare your minds for action” [1 Peter 1:13 NIV]
How do we do that?
How do we prepare our minds to protect ourselves from sexual temptation?
I recommend using an old trick…and a new game.

The old trick comes from an ancient poet.
He revealed his secret long ago when he wrote:
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. [Psalm 119:11 NIV]
It’s a simple formula, isn’t it?

Memorize God’s principles and promises…master your own passion.

Commit God’s word to memory up here…above your shoulders,


and you begin to control what happens down there…below your belly button.

You can read all about this old trick in a brochure written by John White…

a brochure I’ve included with my outline of today’s message

We prepare our minds for action tomorrow 

by knowing what God said yesterday.
That’s the old trick.

What’s the new game?

The new game comes from a modern programmer.
It’s called a flight simulator.

We can also prepare our minds to flee temptation tomorrow

by practicing some flight simulations today.
Think through several temptations you may face this next week.
What’s the danger?

What does God say?

What will you do?

How can you escape the tempter, temptress or tempting object?

File your flight plan now!

This is simply doing what Josh McDowell once told teens to do:


“Decide what you’ll do in the backseat of the car before you ever get there!”

Conclusion

One more thing…

You and I can’t help it;

as God’s people – we’re living in a foreign culture…

a culture obsessed with sex.
I suggest, then, that you see your counselor this afternoon.
More and more people are doing that, you know…


working through sexual issues with a counselor.

What? You say you don’t have a counselor…


especially one that you can see this afternoon?

Oh yes you do.

Didn’t Jesus say that he gave you his Holy Spirit as your Counselor?

And didn’t Pastor Paul say that this Counselor’s office is your body?


“Do you not know…,” writes the pastor to Christians living in a culture obsessed with sex,

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?” [1 Corinthians 6:19 NIV]
So why not speak with your Counselor this afternoon.

Ask him how you’re doing.
He knows what’s going on;


after all, he lives where you live.

You know, you can count on this counselor to do two things for you.
The Spirit will be brutally honest with you.
If necessary, he’ll show you what you’re doing wrong…


he’ll convict you of sin.

He’ll also show you what you need to be doing…


he’ll try to convince you to do what is right.

But he’ll always tell you the truth.

And he’ll always do this, too:

he’ll always point you to your best friend…Jesus.

He’ll try to get you to look at Jesus’ hands…


the scarred hand that picks you up when you’ve fallen...



and the strong hand that holds you up when you fear you’re falling.

	On 03 October 2004, this message was shared with members and friends of Risen Christ Lutheran Church at 9050 60th Street N in Stillwater MN. If you have comments or questions, please call the church (651 770-3618).


PAGE  
7

