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Lent 2
Celebrate Jesus…

who liked people and drew out the best in them
Introduction

What if…?
What if – for 24 hours – Jesus Christ were to become you?

What if – for one day – 

Jesus wakes up in your bed…

eats the food in your refrigerator…


puts on your clothes…

walks in your shoes?

With but one exception, nothing is different.
Your schedule isn’t altered;

your circumstances don’t vary;

your health doesn’t improve;




your problems aren’t solved.

Only one aspect of your life is changed.

What if – for one day and night – Jesus lives your life with his heart?

Your heart gets a break…


and your life is led by the heart of Christ.

What would you be like?

Would your family…your friends notice a difference?

Would you treat other people better?

And how would you feel?

What changes would this 24-hour heart transplant have 
on your moods…your stress levels?

How would if affect your view of life…and death?

Try to adjust the lens of your imagination until…

until you have a clear picture of Jesus living your life with his heart.
Then take the picture and frame the image.

What do you see?

What you see is what God wants.

God wants you and me to “think and act like Christ Jesus” [Philippians 2:5]
[adapted from Max Lucado’s Just like Jesus]
Think and act just like Jesus…
But how does Jesus really think and act?

That, my friends, is what we’re trying to discover on these Sundays in Lent.

We’re investigating incidents in the life of Jesus 

as we attempt to uncover the truth about this major figure in human history.
The scene we witnessed in the lesson for today


provides us with one of the best insights 

into the character of Jesus.
What you and I learn as we explore this moment in his life


will not only help us discover what Jesus is like;



it will also help us re-write the words of an old song about Jesus.

Yes, that’s what we’re going to do this morning.
As our image of Jesus is revised,


we’ll revise an old song about Jesus.

That “old song” is one we’ve known since childhood:


“Jesus loves me, this I know”.

This morning, you and I are going to re-write that song.

New words for an old song about Jesus

Verse 1


Old song: 
Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so.

New words:
_____________________________________________
I got this idea from a movie that is also very old…
a western -- produced more than 30 years ago --
starring Jimmy Stewart.

In the film, Stewart’s son intends to get married.
Stewart asks him, “Do you like this woman?”

“What do you mean: ‘do I like her?’” says the son.


“I love her…and that’s enough.”

“No,” Stewart tells his son, “that’s not enough.


“You must both love her and like her.”

Love…and like.

You and I believe that Jesus loves us.

That, after all, was his job…his mission, wasn’t it?
Maybe Jesus had to love us.

Remember: he was sent by his Father to rescue us.

And, as he carried out his mission, Jesus told us:

“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” [John 15:13]
No wonder we sing of this one who died for us:

“Jesus loves me, this I know”.

But does Jesus also like us?

A skillful doctor may love her work of healing patients,


but she may not like all the patients she heals.

Does the one whom we call the Great Physician just love us

…and not really like us?
What do you think?

Does Jesus really enjoy your company?
Would he hang with you?

Would he invite you to lunch?

Would he meet you at the pub for a “happy hour”?

Would he take you out to the “old ball game”?
Let’s face the facts, folks.

We’re not puppies.

We’re not cute little things that everybody likes.
I think we know that, don’t we?
But today we want to know:


does Jesus like us?

It’s too bad we weren’t at the party…

the one at Matt’s house.

It was a party that began with dinner 

and lasted until the wee hours of the morning.

At least, that’s what Matt said 
when he wrote about this party in a book that bears his name.
It’s just too bad you and I weren’t at that party;

we would have been in good company.

No, this was not a party for the high society of the Holy Land.

This was a luau for “low life”…
a banquet for the bawdy.
This was a gathering – not of the “untouchables” in India –

but of the “unlikables” in Israel.

This was an affair for those people whom everyone else loved to hate.

Matt tells us who came:


the tax collectors were there;



they were followed by the prostitutes.
Hey, everyone was looking for a good time.

And so was Jesus.

Matt tells us that Jesus was there, too.

He must have loved what has going on…


liked who was there.

Why else would Jesus linger so long at this luau for low life?
I find this fascinating, don’t you?

In all of his eternal existence, 


Jesus had encountered only one sinner before.
He had met Satan;
he met him before this world was ever created.

How did Jesus treat this sinner?

Did he have lunch with Lucifer?

Did he sit down with Satan


and discuss how he might improve his performance next year?

We all know what Jesus did with this sinner –


he yelled “Yer out!” and ejected him from the game;

he immediately cast Satan out of heaven.

Sin is so repulsive to Jesus.

But when Jesus visited our planet,


he couldn’t seem to get enough of those people

whom Matt calls “sinners”.
We find Jesus going to their homes…
attending their weddings…
enjoying their parties.

He, in fact, spent so much time with these people…liked them so much 


that his critics called this one --

this Jesus who had banished the only other sinner he had known from his sight 



-- they called him (get this) a “friend of sinners”.
A friend of sinners…

Isn’t it wonderful that you and I have such a friend?

Isn’t it wonderful that Jesus likes us…just for who we are?

In so many of the relationships that we enter today,


someone else is asking: “What’s in it for me?”

Oh! other people may like us,


but – all too often – he, she or it likes us because of what we can do for them.

Isn’t it refreshing to know, then,


that – in our relationship with Jesus –



he likes us just for who we are?

Why don’t we write some new words for that old song?
From now on, let’s sing: 
“Jesus likes me, this I know





For the Bible tells me so.”

That’s the first verse.

How does the song go on?

Verse 2

Old song: 
Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong.


New words:
_________________________________________________
The old song – the one that we learned as children – speaks to children.

“Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong”

We all know that Jesus loves children.

When he visited our planet,


he couldn’t resist children…and children couldn’t resist him.

But, folks, most of us aren’t children any longer.

(At least, that’s what my spouse tells me.)

I think we need some new words for that old song.

What can we write?

Let’s look again at that scene captured in our lesson for today.

Look at Jesus.
He apparently can see something in a person that other people miss.

You don’t believe me?

Look again.
Look at what Jesus did with Matt.

Jesus apparently saw something in him that no one else could see.

After all, didn’t he choose this Matthew to be one of his followers?

Do you realize that no Jewish leader – in his or her right mind –

would ever choose a tax-collector as a follower?

Why! Jews ranked tax-collectors just above plankton on the food chain.

We may not understand just what a “bad boy” this Matt was.

Max Lucado can help us;


he has written one of the best descriptions of Matthew that I have ever read.

Listen to this:
“Combine the greed of an Enron executive with the presumption of a hokey TV evangelist.  Throw in the audacity of an ambulance-chasing lawyer and the cowardice of a drive-by sniper.  Stir in a pinch of a pimp’s morality, and finish it off with a drug dealer’s code of ethics – and what do you have?”

[adapted from Max Lucado’s Next Door Savior]
You have Matthew.
You have the person whom Jesus chose 


-- not only to be his follower --

but also to be his biographer.

That’s right! Jesus chose this Jewish low life


first to get to know him,


then craft a story about him --



a story (believe it or not) written primarily for Jews





a story written to convince Jews to commit their lives to Jesus.

Go figure.

Matt would tell us that

Jesus obviously likes people – likes you and me – just as we are.

But Matt would also say that

when Jesus looks at people – looks at us –

he does not see what we are…
he sees what we can become.

(Hold up a new $20 bill)

Who would like this new $20 bill?

(As hands start going up…)

I’m going to give this $20 bill to one of you,


but first let me do this.

(Crumple the $20 bill, drop it in pail of dirty water, retrieve it, then hold it up)
Who still wants this $20 bill?
(As hands start going up again…)

Ah! you’re beginning to think like Jesus.

What do I mean?

You realize that no matter what happened to the $20 bill


-- no matter what it had been through --



it still had value…




it was still worth $20.

That’s thinking…acting just like Jesus.

No matter who we are…


no matter where we’ve been…



no matter what we’ve gone through,




Jesus looks at you and me…





and sees our value 






-- sees our potential --







sees what we can become.
Jesus also sees what we need to reach our potential…


and offers to provide it.

Let me say that one more time.
Jesus not only sees what you and I need to reach our potential,


he also offers to provide it.

Again, look at what he did with Matt.

Matt was good at what he did,

but what he did was not good.

He needed some direction in life.

Jesus saw that Matt needed a mentor

and said, “Follow me”. [Matthew 9:9]
Is that what you need in your life…some direction?

Your life seems to be heading nowhere?

You’re confused…seem to be going around in circles?

Then look to Jesus.

Listen to him tell you – as he once told Matt: “Follow me”. 
Perhaps you are lonely.
The love of your life has died or deserted you.

Friends don’t help much; they just don’t understand you.

Maybe it’s that feeling of loneliness 

that keeps you from getting on – getting ahead – in life.

Look again at what happened at Matt’s party.

Everyone who attended that party was an outcast.
After all, the whole of society had rejected them.

Only one person offered to be their friend.

And that was Jesus.

Are you lonely…as lonely as the losers at Matt’s party?

Then look to Jesus.

Hear him whispering in your ear:


“I’ll be your friend”.

Maybe you long to be whole.
You were abused as a child;


you’ve been bashed as a spouse;



and now you feel angry…or ashamed.

If only you were healed,


you could go out and be of some help to others.

Look to Jesus, my friend.

And listen to what he said at Matt’s party:

“It’s not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick” [Matthew 9:12]
Did you hear that?

Jesus came to help and heal the sick.

Can you read his lips as he says:


“I’m here for you today”?

Perhaps it’s guilt that’s crippling you.

You don’t need others to berate you;


you can do that all by yourself.

You’re good at focusing on your mistakes…

bad at feeling good about yourself.

One more time, look to Jesus.

Listen again to what he said at Matt’s party:

“I’ve come for you,” he says.

I’ve come for all of you 

who have come to the conclusion that you’re not what you want to be.”

“I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners”. [Matthew 9:13]
Yes, Jesus likes me…and you, too.
He also likes what he sees in us…

likes what we can become with his help.

Let’s finish our song then.

Let’s conclude that old song with these new words:
“And he knows what I am worth









in his kingdom here on earth.”

I wonder what our song would sound like if we put it to music.

Shall we try?

Together…1…2…3:

”Jesus likes me, this I know;





for the Bible tells me so.





And he knows what I am worth





in his kingdom here on earth.”

Conclusion

Let’s go back to the beginning.
At the beginning, I asked “what if?”

What if – for one day – 
Jesus lived your life with his heart?

What if – for 24 hours – 
we liked other people as Jesus likes them…just for who they are?
What if – for one day and one night – 
we saw the value in other people…just as Jesus does?

Wouldn’t we be much better people?

Wouldn’t we live in a much better world?

Wouldn’t it be great, then, if you and I had the heart of Jesus?

Are you ready for a surprise?

You do…you and I already have the heart of Jesus.

One of the great promises of God is this:


when we give our hearts to Jesus, he gives his heart to us.

He makes your heart – and mine – his home.

That pastor named Paul put it this way:


“Christ lives in you” [Galatians 2:20 MSG]
“Strange as it seems, we Christians actually do have within us a portion of the very thoughts and mind of Christ.” [2 Corinthians 2:16 LB]
“Strange” is right.
After all, if I have the mind of Christ, 

why do I still think like me?

If I have the heart of Christ, 

why do I still have a hard time liking other people?

Perhaps we resemble the spinster 

who lived in Ireland at the turn of the 20th century.

She was among the first to have electricity in her home.

However, several weeks after the installation,


a meter reader came and inquired if the electricity was working.

He told her that her meter showed little usage.

He asked, “Are you using your power?”

“Yes,” said the woman.  “Every evening – when the sun sets – 
I turn on my lights long enough to light my candles.  Then I turn them off.”

She had tapped the power…but didn’t use it.

Her house was connected…but not changed.

Don’t we make the same mistake?

We have the power…but don’t use it.

We’re connected…but not changed.
We trust Jesus for salvation…but resist his transformation.

[adapted from Max Lucado’s Just like Jesus]
What would happen if we left the switch on?
As I have said so often before…

this Jesus who likes us – accepts us – just as we are



refuses to leave us that way.

He sees our potential…
knows what we can become with his help.

Let’s never forget that this Jesus

-- who has saved our souls --



longs to remake our hearts.

What if…
What if we just let him do that?
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