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Lent 5
Celebrate Jesus…

who cast a vision of a better life, now and future
Humpty Dumpty…and our human dilemma  
Let’s begin with a nursery rhyme…


Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall, 

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.


All the king’s horses and all the king’s men 

Couldn’t put Humpty together again.

You know what?

I think you’re Humpty…and I’m Dumpty.
In other words, you and I – we’re Humpty Dumpty.

We long for a better life.

So, like Humpty Dumpty, we sit on a wall – or a mountaintop – and dream.
Perhaps we want to be “healthy, wealthy and wise”

Maybe we envision living in a land where there is “liberty and justice for all”.

Then something happens.

We fall…we come tumbling back to reality.
Our dreams seem shattered; we feel crushed.

Who or what can make the dream come true?

We look around for help.

We discover that the company to which we sold our soul has no soul;

they’re just watching out for their own bottom…bottom line, that is.

We learn that our government 
– that “government of the people, by the people, for the people” –



doesn’t always care for people like us.
So, it’s true, isn’t it?
All the king’s horses and all the king’s men 

Couldn’t put Humpty together again.

For centuries, people like you and me have longed for a better life…a better world.
And, for just as long, 

we have had a penchant for looking in the wrong places 
– and to the wrong people – for help.
I have always liked what Malcolm Muggeridge once said.

At a prayer breakfast in Washington DC, 

this noted British journalist commented on the sad state of affairs in the world.

Several politicians, who thought America was the hope of the world, 

criticized him for being too pessimistic.

Muggeridge countered by saying that

– ever since he (a former atheist) had become a Christian – he was an optimist.

Then he added,

“Just think if the early Christians had pinned their hopes on the Roman Empire”.

Those early Christians seemed to know better.
For it was at their time – and into their world – that Jesus came.
It was to the Roman Empire that Jesus came…


came preaching the good news of a better life in a better kingdom.

That message – of a better life and a better kingdom – attracted people.

We know that many gave their lives to -- and for – this king called Jesus. 

What on earth did Jesus say 

that would prompt these folks to drop everything and follow him?

This morning, let’s take a trip up the mountain with the King.
Let’s sit with Jesus at the top of the world. 

(I don’t think we’ll fall off.)
Let’s listen to what he says to his followers.

Jesus’ vision:
A man named Matt gives us the topic of Jesus’ talk.

He tells us:
God’s kingdom was Jesus’ theme – that beginning right now they (the people) were under God’s government, a good government. [Matthew 4:23 MSG]
Does that surprise you?

Does it surprise you that the better life – and the better kingdom – 

are not “pie in the sky” that we will enjoy only in “the sweet bye and bye”?

As Jesus chats with his followers at the top of the world,


he doesn’t say that better days are ahead;



he says better days are here.

· Better days are here

Let’s listen more closely to what he tells us.

In your world, says Jesus, you’re always competing…


always trying to prove that you’re better.

You struggle to get to the top of your class, 

be the best in the business,



and have the greatest shape. 

But in my kingdom, you don’t have to impress anyone…not even the King.
After all, you wouldn’t show your paper airplane to NASA officials.

You wouldn’t brag about your crayon sketches to Picasso.

So why would you ever want to parade your goodness in the presence of the Perfect?
In my kingdom, you don’t have to be the greatest;


you can just be ordinary…no different than anyone else.

Why? Because in my kingdom, the King doesn’t accept you for what you’ve done.

Only a heartless king would sell citizenship to the highest bidder.

A good and great king does for his people what they can’t do for themselves.
That’s why life is better in my kingdom.

You can just be yourself…admit what you’ve done,

and you become somebody…you get a name



you get your name written in my book of life.

I tell you, says Jesus,


Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. [Matthew 5:3]
In your world, Jesus goes on to say, you need to appear strong.

If you’re from Britain, you sport a stiff upper lip.

If you’re an American, you tell yourself:

“When the going gets tough, the tough get going”.
No matter who you are, though, you can’t cry;


it’s a sure sign of weakness.

No wonder so few people in your world are willing to help you;

they don’t even know that you’re hurting.
But in my kingdom, you don’t need to worry about your image.

In fact, in my kingdom, happiness usually begins with sadness.

You, of course, can laugh at your silly mistakes.

But you can also cry…

cry over the major messes you’ve made in your life.
The King, you see, has a heart.

He is always looking for your tears to drop…your tears to wipe dry.

That’s why life is better in my kingdom

You never have to carry a burden all alone;
The King himself wants to be your burden-bearer.

I tell you, says Jesus,


Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. [Matthew 5:4]

In your world, Jesus reminds us, you have to be a “control freak”.
You have to micro-manage your life

so that – in the time allotted you –

you and your family can acquire all that is good…
and avoid all that is bad.

But try as you may, you cannot manage a 9/11.
For that matter, you cannot even manage an 11/9 --

or any day when you lose your job, your health or a loved one…


that day when, suddenly, everything seems to spin out of control
But in my kingdom, you can relax.

You don’t need to micro-manage anything.
You can let the King do that.

You can surrender the control of your life to the One who controls the universe.

That’s not a sign of weakness; it’s a show of strength.

After all, only the King knows what’s going on.

Only he has a plan – and it’s a good one – for all eventualities.

That’s why life is better in my kingdom.

Never does your life spin out of control.

Never are you overcome by what happens in your world.

You are the subject of a King who dominates all life on planet earth.

I tell you, says Jesus,


Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. [Matthew 5:5]
In your world, Jesus tells us, you don’t know what’s good for you.

You have a thirst that can never be quenched.
You thirst for more fame and a larger fortune.
You pursue hotter passion and greater pleasure.

You keep drinking from these pools, but are you ever satisfied?

If you are, why do you still want more?

What you long for doesn’t quench, it kills.

But in my kingdom, you can find fulfillment.
You discover what’s good – what’s right – for you.

You realize that you’re royalty…you’re the King’s kid


…and you have everything you need.

That’s why life is better in my kingdom.

The King gives you whatever you need.

Best of all, he gives you himself.

He never lets you out of his sight;


he’s always there for you.

I tell you, says Jesus,

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. [Matthew 5:6]
In your world…in your highly populated world, Jesus points out, 

there seem to be more problems than people.
As we speak, there are wars in the middle East.

There is suffering throughout Africa.

There is corruption around Asia.

There is strife in the Americas.

No wonder Martin Luther King once had a dream;


no wonder he longed for a better world.

In your world today, things can’t get much worse.
And no one knows what to do.

Perhaps that’s why most people can only wring their hands in despair.

But in my kingdom, things are different.
Things are different because you become different.

The more you live with the King, the more you become like the King.

You find that you become a peacemaker --

you show people how to cooperate rather than compete.

You discover that you have a mission called mercy,


you care for some people who can no longer care for themselves…
and for others who just no longer care.
You even realize that – more often than not – your motives are quite noble…


you’re actually serving others instead of satisfying yourself.

That’s why life in my kingdom is better.

The King makes you a different person…


and you go out to make a difference in the world.

That’s why I tell you, says Jesus,


Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called the sons of God. [Matthew 5:7-9]
Do you see what happens – what happens to you…to me – in Jesus’ kingdom?
Look again at what Jesus says.

Look especially at the sequence…the process.
First, we admit who we are;


we’re “poor in spirit”.

Then, we feel sorry for what we’ve done;


we “mourn”.

Next, we quit calling the shots and surrender control to the King;


we’re “meek”.

Then, we learn that the King satisfies our every need;

so we “hunger and thirst” for him.

Finally, we discover that living with the King makes us live like the King:


we begin to help others – we’re “merciful”


we have higher motives – we’re “pure in heart”


we bring estranged people together – we’re “peace-makers”.
Folks, what Jesus offers us 
-- as we sit with him at the top of the world --


is not just information about his kingdom;



it’s transformation in his kingdom.

He offers us nothing less than a radical reconstruction.

He offers to make us better people


-- and give us a better way of life -- 



so we can help to make a better world…now!

That’s why he tells us: “Better days are here!”

Then he goes on…

He goes on to conclude his message on the mountain-top


by reminding us that the best is yet to be.
· The best is yet to be
In your world, says Jesus, there is so much pain.
You can see it on the face of a starving child.
You can see it in the eyes of a teenager sitting in jail.

You can hear it in the moans of a man suffering from AIDS.

You can hear it in the cries of a woman swooning after the battlefield death of her husband.

You can hear and see that pain every night on the news,


the bad news at 6…or the bad news at 10.

In my kingdom, Jesus reminds us, you also will know pain.
Your children may not starve, but they may sit in jail.

You may not see a friend’s body ravaged by AIDS, 


but you may see a loved one’s mind destroyed by Alzheimer’s.
You may not walk away from the cemetery 
with a flag that was draped over your spouse’s casket,


but you will walk away from the graveyard...
and you will do it more than once.

Even when you try to relieve the pain you see in this world…


when you try to do good and make this world a better place,



some will think you are bad…and persecute you. 

That’s why I tell you, says Jesus, that the best is yet to be.

When all hell breaks loose on planet earth,


keep an eye on heaven…



and remember: you’re not home yet.

I tell you, says Jesus,

Blessed are those who are persecuted,…for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
[Matthew 5:10]
And then he adds:


Great is your reward in heaven.  [Matthew 5:12]
We’re not home yet, folks;

but we’re getting closer, aren’t we?

Every minute brings us one step nearer;


every day means one mile less on the journey home.
Soon we will arrive;


soon we will receive our “great reward”.
But what is that reward?

Several images come to mind…
If one of the joys of being a pastor 

is seeing a bride and groom kiss on their wedding day,



then one of the griefs 

is seeing someone place a final kiss on cold lips 

that cannot return the kiss.

It’s so painful to say “good-bye” for the last time.

But our reward in heaven for saying “good-bye” here 
is hearing “Hello” there…


“Hello” -- and perhaps even a kiss --

from the loved ones who made it home before we did.

If one of the griefs of being a training manger for a multinational corporation


is leaving home on extended business trips,



then one of the joys




is returning home and --





amid the sea of black hair and yellow faces at Hong Kong’s airport






-- seeing Karen’s smile 

and hearing Carmen’s voice calling “Daddy”.
That, too, will be our reward in heaven.

You’ll see the familiar faces of people who are waiting for you.

You’ll hear your name spoken by those who love you.

But, best of all, you’ll meet the King…


that King who would rather die than live without you.

He’ll be there – with his arms open to embrace you…


his pierced hands waiting to caress your cheek.

Making the dream come true

It was on a mountain-top

that Jesus spoke of a better life…a better life in a better kingdom.
Nine times he describes the people in this kingdom as “blessed”.

“Blessed” – sounds special…

but what does it mean?
μακαριος is the Greek word often translated as “blessed”.  

However, μακαριος can also mean “joyful…absolutely delighted”.

Being joyful…absolutely delighted, then, ought to describe you…and me.
After all, it’s the product of the process…

the process that begins here and ends in heaven



the process God uses to transform people in his kingdom

μακαριος…”joyful”…”absolutely delighted”
Does that describe you today?

If it doesn’t, don’t worry!

Such joy…such delight is within your reach.
Maybe you’ve just missed one step in the process. 

Not the final step…but the first one

the one Matt took.

Matt was the man who reported what Jesus said on the mountain-top.
When the King called on Matt…


when Jesus came to Matt and said, “Follow me”,



that’s just what Matt did.

We’re told that 
Matt “got up, left everything and followed (Jesus)” [Luke 5:27-28]
That’s all you have to do…

if you want a better life -- a happier life – in Jesus’ kingdom.
Just take one step…

get up and follow Jesus.
As Max Lucado says, “You’re only one decision away from delight.”

Note: Some of the thoughts in this message were prompted 

by Max Lucado’s ideas in The Applause of Heaven.
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