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Easter 3
Becoming better lovers:

love is kind
Introduction
Becoming a better lover…
that’s our goal for spring: becoming a better lover.

A bachelor is leading the way.
That’s right! A man who never fell in love is teaching you and me the art of love.

This morning, that bachelor – a man named Paul – reminds us 
that love is kind [1 Corinthians 13:4 NIV]
Love is kind.
What does that mean?

Believe it or not, another bachelor has the answer.

It was Jesus who told a story that shows us what kindness is…and what it isn’t.

It’s a familiar story – that story of the “good Samaritan”.

Jesus told that tale…not for entertainment, but for evaluation.

 When Jesus first shared this story,


he expected his listeners to evaluate themselves.

And that’s how we’ll treat the story this morning –


as an assessment tool…


a tool to assess what kind of a person I am…



how kind of a person I am.
After the “test”, we’ll also briefly explore 
how we can be a kinder kind of people
.
Love is kind

1) What kind am I?
There was a man…going down from Jerusalem to Jericho 

when robbers attacked him, stripped him, and beat him up, leaving him half dead.

[Luke 10:30 TEV]

That’s the beginning of the story…

a story so familiar that you probably know how it ends. 
Did you know, though, that when Jesus first told this tale,

he used it as a platform to show what kind of people inhabit our world.


We often say that there are only two types of personalities: type A and type B.

Jesus, however, claims there are three

As we review this story, then, let’s also reflect…

let’s try to understand: of the three personalities Jesus introduces, 

which one am I?
The first person we meet is a priest.
Who he is, though, isn’t nearly as important as what he does in the story.

And just what does he do?
Jesus tells us that
when he (the priest) saw the man, he walked by on the other side. [Luke 10:31 TEV]
He walked by on the other side.
This is the kind of person who stays away…


who has some contact with people, 
but never gets close to them.

This is the kind of person who avoids intimate relationships,

who really doesn’t want to know when others are hurting and need help.
Does this describe you?

You know, it’s easy to be that kind of person in our culture.

We let our answering machines listen to other people.
We use our computers to speak with other people.

We ride in cars with glass so tinted 

-- then hide those cars in garages so automated –


that we never have to look at other people.

This is your culture and mine – the culture of the “isolated individual”.

The isolated individual…are you one of them?

The second person whom Jesus introduces is a Levite.

By the way, a Levite doesn’t sell jeans; he works in the temple.

Listen, though, to what he does when he’s not at the temple.
A Levite also came there, went over and looked at the man, and then walked on by. 

[Luke 10:32 TEV]
 
This is the kind of person who stops and stares...

who is curious when people have problems,



but never cares enough to help.

This is the kind of person who is aware…but apathetic.
We all know people like that, don’t we?

There’s an accident on the freeway…


and these people stop to stare.

They, of course, never open their car doors to offer a helping hand. 

The kind of person who stops and stares,

also stops and shares…shares stories of other people and their problems.

Why is such gossiping so popular in our culture?

Because it’s so easy to do.

It’s so much easier to gossip about people and their problems 

than try to help them solve those problems. 

We all know people like that, don’t we?

The question is: are we one of them?

The last person whom Jesus presents is a Samaritan.

Again, who this person is isn’t as important as what he does in the story.

Jesus tells us:
A Samaritan who was traveling that way came upon the man, and when he saw him, his heart was filled with pity.  He went over to him…and…took care of him. 

[Luke 10:33-34 TEV]
This is the kind of person who stoops to help…

who sees people with problems



sympathizes with their pain,




and stoops to solve the problem…soothe the pain.
These kind of people make better lovers.
Why? Simply because they are so kind.

Are you that kind…that kind of kind person?

I suspect that you would like to be…


that, at times, you even see yourself that way…as a “good Samaritan”.
But are you?

Am I?

Let’s continue the story…and the study –


our self-study of just how kind you and I are.

2) How kind am I?

In the story Jesus told, he first revealed the three kinds…

the three kinds of people who inhabit our world,

Then he revealed the three ways… 
the three ways that a kind person – like the “good Samaritan” – shows kindness.
Jesus begins by telling us that the Samaritan saw him. [Luke 10:33 TEV]
The Samaritan saw the man who was hurting.
Kindness always begins with seeing…


seeing the problems that other people have.
“Look out,” says the bachelor named Paul,

 Look out for the good of others. [1 Corinthians 10:24 NCV]
If we want to become better lovers,

you and I need to see – we need to be sensitive to – the needs of other people.

How sensitive do you think you are?

How well do you see the needs of those around you?

If you’re still living with your parents, what would they say?

If you’re married, what would your spouse say?

If you’re a parent, what would your kids say?

And finally, what do you say?

On a scale of 1 to 5 – with 5 being the highest – 

how would you rate your level of sensitivity to other people’s problems?
Need help?

Try this.

Make a list of ten people with whom you make contact at least every other day --
people you work with…people you play with.
Beside each person’s name, 

write the number one struggle they’re facing right now.

Are there any blank spaces?

If there are, you may have a vision problem;


you can’t see “the trouble they’ve seen”
Do you know how to improve your eye-sight?

Slow down.

Take time -- take the time to look around…

and see what is happening in other people’s lives.

Kindness begins with seeing…

but it also involves feeling.

Jesus tells us that 


when (the Samaritan) saw him, his heart was filled with pity. [Luke 10:33 TEV]
The Samaritan felt the other person’s pain;
he sympathized with the man lying on the road.

Bachelor Paul says, 


Share tears with people when they’re down. [Romans 12:15 MSG]
If we want to become better lovers,


you and I need to feel – we need to sympathize with -- other people’s pain.

How well do you do that?

Perhaps I should ask: how well do you listen?

You see, being kind – being sympathetic -- often means being a good listener.
It was his own pain that prompted Joe Bailey 
to write a book called A view from the hearse.
In it, he says this:
“I was sitting, torn by grief, when somebody came along and talked to me about God’s dealings.  He talked constantly.  He said things I knew were true, but I was unmoved. I wished he would go away…and he finally did.  Then another came and just sat beside me for an hour, listened when I said something, answered briefly, prayed simply, wept silently and left.  I was moved.  I was comforted.  I hated to see him go.”

How well do you just sit and listen?

How easily do you share tears?

What would those who know you say?

What would you say?

How would you rate your ability to sympathize with other people’s pain?

The Samaritan saw the man…and sympathized with his plight.
Then, Jesus tells us,

he went over to him...and…took care of him.  [Luke 10:33-34 TEV]

He didn’t call 911; he didn’t look for a professional; 

he just went over to the man…and took care of him.
He seized the opportunity to be kind.

His kindness was spontaneous.
In an ancient proverb, God tells us,

Whenever you possibly can, do good to those who need it.  Never tell your neighbors to wait until tomorrow if you can help them now. [Proverbs 3:27-28 TEV]
If we want to become better lovers, 

we too need to be spontaneous…and seize opportunities to be kind.

There’s no doubt that our weary world needs such kindness.
This world is populated by “walking wounded”.

If people aren’t hurting physically, 

they’re hurting emotionally…spiritually…financially.
This week, you and I are going to “bump into” more than one of these people.
No, that’s not right;


we don’t “accidentally bump into” the walking wounded.

In my 60 years of life as a Christian, I’ve learned this:


there are no coincidences…there are only “God-incidents”.

Almost everyday, God arranges “divine encounters” for you and me.
Some of us met our mates that way;


others adopted our children that way.

We didn’t have a clue…but God had a plan.

And I suspect that – this week – 

God plans to bring several people who are hurting into your life and mine.

Will we seize the opportunity to be kind?

The good Samaritan makes two good points about such spontaneous kindness.
First, we must be willing to be interrupted.

Kindness doesn’t happen according to our schedules;


it happens according to their schedules…



when they – those people who are hurting – need our kindness.

Simply because he seized the opportunity to be kind,


the good Samaritan may have missed other opportunities.
He may have missed the sales meeting in Jericho.
His dinner date may have become impatient, 

walked out of the restaurant…and out of his life.
Like the priest and the Levite, the good Samaritan probably had “good excuses”.
But he doesn’t make them;


instead, he takes – he takes the opportunity to be kind.

Folks, this kind of love – the love that is kind – usually is very inconvenient.

Second, we must be willing to take risks.

Very often, what keeps us from being kind is fear, isn’t it?
We’re afraid of what might happen.

Think of what might have crossed the mind of the Samaritan 

as he crossed the road to help the man.
“Are the robbers gone?  Or are they waiting to jump me, too?”
That’s a legitimate fear.

“Maybe it’s a trap.  Maybe the guy who looks beat up will beat me up.”
Another legitimate fear.

Today, you and I might wonder: 

“What if I can’t do what’s needed?”  
or, “What if the guy sues me?”
All legitimate fears.
These fears, though, prevent us from being kind.
God tells us, “There is no fear in love”. [1 John 4:18 NIV]
He could have added, “There is no love in fear”.

If we’re afraid, we’ll never be able to love others…we’ll never be kind to others.

So, how kind are you?

Are you willing to scrap your schedule and be interrupted?

Are you willing to forget your fears and take risks?

On that scale of 1 to 5,


how spontaneous are you in showing kindness?
3) How can I be kinder?

Feeling a bit overwhelmed?

Feeling a bit overwhelmed by all this “kindness”?

by all this talk of “kindness”?
I have to admit that

the more we understand what it means to be kind, 

the more we realize just how unkind we can be.

Perhaps it’s time we look – not only listen – to the One who’s telling the story.
We may have questions about how kind we can be,

but being kind is not of the out of the question for you or me.

Why? because of Jesus.

We’re trying to become better lovers…
and who is a better lover than Jesus?

We’re striving to be kinder people…
and who is kinder than Christ?
Jesus, you see, not only tells a tale about a “good Samaritan” 

to show us what kindness is.

He also acts like a “good Samaritan” to show kindness to us.
When he saw the mess you and I were in

-- suffering more from our own mistakes than from the malice of others --



didn’t his heart fill with pity?




didn’t he come to help us?

The deed Jesus did, though, was much better than the tale he told.
The good Samaritan didn’t know anything about the person he helped;
Jesus, however, knew everything about us…

he knew how unkind we could be

The Samaritan also didn’t have to die for the man he helped;
but Jesus had to die to help us. 

Yet in spite of what he knew about us…

in spite of what he knew he had to do to help us,

Jesus was kind…boy! was he kind to us!
Listen to what the bachelor says:
We ourselves were…dupes of sin…going around with a chip on our shoulder, hated and hating.  But when our kind Savior stepped in, he saved us from all that.  It was all his doing; we had nothing to do with it. … We came out of it new people.
 [Titus 3:4-6 MSG]
Did you hear that?

When our Savior was kind to us, we became new people.
This is the kind of kindness that transforms people.

This is a show of kindness that spawns even more kindness.

In other words, once you’ve experienced this kind of kindness,

you want to be kind…you want to express this kind of kindness to others.
And let’s not forget…

This Jesus, who showed such kindness to you and me --

he also sent his Spirit to us…


a kind and gentle Spirit, forever intent on working in us…with us




to produce the kind of kindness this world needs.

The fruit of the Spirit, says bachelor Paul, is…kindness. [Galatians 5:22 NIV]
As I said, we may have questions about how kind we can be,


but being kind is not of the out of the question for you or me.

How, though, can we show this kindness that was shown to us?
We, of course, can start with those whom we know.

But we also can start to think out of the box –


those boxes in which we live, work and play.

What if?

What if we take a page out of the story that Jesus told?

What if we start to do what the good Samaritan did?

What if we start being kind to total strangers…


to people who can never repay our kindness?

How can we do that?

You could join the group that will go out next Saturday morning…

that group that sows seeds of God’s love by serving in simple ways.
You could help them clean up tables at a food court,


give away newspapers at street corners,



distribute light bulbs in apartment buildings.

But you and I could do a lot more, couldn’t we?

What if, this week, we started to see -- and seize – opportunities…

opportunities to be kind to strangers?

Perhaps we can help that harried mom 
get her groceries out to the car.
Maybe we can pay for the coffee 
that the haggard man at the convenience store wants to buy.
And, yes, we can always help people dispose of their trays at fast food restaurants.
Whenever you see and seize an opportunity to be kind, don’t forget…


don’t forget to give the card…



the card that you received in the bulletin this morning.

Why the card?

Isn’t that just what God did when he was so kind to us?

When he sent Jesus, no one knew what was going on.

No one knew until he told them.

No one knew until he said “God so loved the world”.

That’s what the card does.

It lets people know what we are doing.

It lets people know we’re not out to impress;


we’re out to express…express God’s love – his kindness -- in simple ways.

Conclusion
It’s spring…and love is in the air.
That’s why we’re trying to become better lovers.

This time of the year, though, not only means new love;
it might also mean a new look…a new wardrobe.
Hmmm…what shall we wear?

How about this?

How about wearing what the bachelor has suggested?


As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with…kindness.


[Colossians 3:12 NIV]
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