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Easter 6
Becoming better lovers:

love is respectful
Introduction
Rodney Dangerfield lived – and last year died –  

claiming he “got no respect”.

Joseph Priestly made the same claim 200 years ago.
Near the end of his life, Priestly wrote:

“When I was young, there was no respect for the young; now that I am old there is no respect for the old.  I missed out coming and going.”

If what these two men claimed was not a joke,


they must have been rather lonely people.
Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot, currently a professor at Harvard University, says that


“respect is the key ingredient to successful relationships”

The bachelor agrees.

This morning, Paul tells us: love is not rude  [1 Corinthians 13:5 NIV]
If you want to enjoy successful relationships…

if you want to be a better lover,


you can’t be rude…

you need to respect other people.

I think we know the impact of respect in a relationship.

If someone respects us…


that is, if they value who we are…

if they appreciate what we say and do,




we feel good, don’t we?
But if they “diss” us…


if they ignore us,
if they dismiss what we say and do,



we feel bad.
Even animals can have this effect on us.

I recently read an article that highlighted the difference between a dog and a cat…
an article that showed how these two animals treat us…

how they make us feel.

After a long, hard day at school or work, you return home to your pets.
Your dog runs up to you – her whole body shivering with delight.

The dog says:

“I’m so glad you’re home.  You care for me, feed me, shelter me.  You must be god!”

Your cat, however, just sits in the corner – staring and hissing at you.

The cat says:


“What took you so long?  You care for me, feed me, shelter me.  I am god!”

For the cat lovers I’ve just offended, send your emails to:

shawn.urban@risenchristlutheran.com.
How do you and I show respect?

We obviously have no tails to wag.

So how can we show that we value other people…

that they matter to us?
Again this morning, 
after one bachelor tells us what we need to do,



another bachelor shows us how to do it.

It is Jesus who demonstrates respect for people.
Look at what he does – listen to what he says – in the lesson for today.

There in the home of Simon the Pharisee…


there with the town whore,



Jesus gives us four signs –




four road signs that indicate how we too can respect others…





four road signs that show us the way to become better lovers.

Love is respectful

(the four signs of respect)

1) Stop
The first sign is a “stop” sign…

a sign that reminds us to stop, look and listen.

Isn’t that what Jesus did…

that evening he spent with a prostitute and proud Pharisee?
He demonstrated that these two people mattered to him;

he stopped…then looked and listened to what they were saying. 

What is interesting – I think – is that these two people really didn’t talk much.

Yet we are told that Jesus knew what the Pharisee was thinking…


he understood what the prostitute was doing.

Jesus took the time to read the messages these two people were sending.
Perhaps the brother of Jesus saw the sign that night.
Years later, in a letter to people like you and me, James says:


Everyone should be slow to speak, quick to listen. [James 1:19 NIV]
Have you seen the stop sign?
Do you obey it?

In your relationships with other people,

do you demonstrate that they matter to you?

Do you come to a complete stop…


and take the time to read the messages they are sending to you?

Or are you more inclined to make a rolling stop…

quickly moving through that intersection with another person…



quickly moving on to get where you want to go?

Are you a good listener?

What would others 

– your children, your spouse, your friends – 

what would they say?

I certainly hope none of us is like the woman John Ortberg describes.

In his book, Teaching Relational Intelligence, Ortberg tells of a woman he met –


a woman whom he says must have taken a laxative for her mouth…



a woman who talked to him non-stop for an hour…



a woman who only stopped talking when she said,





“I’ve got to run some errands.  I’ve got to buy some buttons.”

That’s when her 8-year old son said,


“Mom, you need a button for your mouth.”

Do we need buttons for our mouths?

Maybe…maybe not.
But we all could use a button in our purse or pocket –


a constant reminder, when we are with others, 

to shut our mouths and open our ears…

to stop and read the messages they are sending.

Be slow to speak, quick to listen. [James 1:19 NIV]
That’s how we can show respect to others.

In one of his letters, the bachelor named Paul writes:
Titus remembered the way you listened to him and welcomed him with such respect. 

[2 Corinthians 7:15 NLT]
Why did Paul’s co-worker feel that he was not treated like Rodney Dangerfield?
Why did Titus feel that he “got some respect”?

Simply because someone listened to him.

2) No U-turn
The second road sign – a “No U-turn” –


warns us to not go back on our word…
urges us to keep our promises.
Do you remember the promise Jesus made that evening in the home of a Pharisee?
He told the woman who had lived a sinful life [Luke 7:37 NIV],


“Your sins are forgiven” [Luke 7:48 NIV].
Did Jesus keep his promise?

Is the new pope Catholic?

We all know that Jesus left the home of the Pharisee,


but he never left the prostitute in the lurch?

He went out and then went on 

to make the sacrifice that would make the promise come true.

He went out and went on to die on a cross


so that even a prostitute could live with her sins forgiven.
We, of course, have come to expect that of Jesus.

He is, after all, the world’s greatest promise-maker…and promise-keeper.

Thousands of promises…made millions of times…to billions of people…


but not a single “U-turn”…

nary a promise that he didn’t keep.

We expect Jesus to keep his promises.
Did you know that Jesus also expects us to keep ours?
In his greatest sermon of all, he tells us:


Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’ and your ‘No’, ‘No’. [Matthew 5:37 NIV]
Don’t we “diss” people when we don’t keep our word?
You know how you feel when someone lets you down --

your mate promises to mow the lawn, but doesn’t;


your daughter promises to be home by midnight, but isn’t;



your co-worker promises to pay you back, but forgets.
Whenever someone makes a “U-turn” like that in your life,

do you feel respected…valued…loved?

I think not.

The world’s greatest promise keeper once suggested 

that little children can teach us.

Perhaps they can teach us 

how to make – and then not break – our promises.

When Carmen was younger, 

she forced me to take my promises seriously…very seriously.
When I told her what I planned to do, she would ask, “Promise?”

Then, when I said “Yes!” she would say, “Hope to die?”

Again I said “Yes!”…but that still wasn’t enough.
She finally would ask, “Stick a needle in your eye?”

Today, with people changing partners more often than they change their wardrobes…


with companies reneging on their promised benefits to employees…



we should consider introducing those words of little children 




in marriage ceremonies and labor contracts.

Can you imagine a bride and groom saying…


can you picture a CEO hearing:



“Promise? Hope to die? Stick a needle in your eye?”


Folks, whatever words we use,


we show that we value other people when we keep our words…



when we don’t make any “U-turns”.

3) Yield

The third sign on the road to respecting others tell us to “yield”…

to give up our rights.  
In a culture where some are willing to die for their individual rights
-- but many more are eager to sue – 
this will be a challenge for all of us.

Yet, one bachelor says – and another bachelor shows – that 


yielding – giving up our rights –

is part and parcel of becoming a better lover.
In his article on love,


bachelor Paul says that love isn’t always “me first” [1 Corinthians 13:5 MSG]
And in the home of a Pharisee, 


that other bachelor – Jesus – shows how he refused to put himself first.

Let’s not forget that, when Jesus went to that home,


he went incognito…he went as God disguised as a man.
That meant that everyone he met there was his inferior.
Some, though, were more than just inferior…

some were actually irritating inferiors.

There was Simon the Pharisee,


guilty of pride…guilty of the sin that God hates above all others.
There also was the prostitute,


the woman who every evening defied God by breaking one of his ten commands.

What does Jesus – this God-man – do?

Does he take off his mask, 

reveal his identity 

and read them -- not their rights -- but the riot act?

No, he simply lets them “go first”;


he lets them do what they want to do –



the proud Pharisee hosts him for dinner…




the prostitute honors him with perfume and a pedicure.

Love isn’t always “me first”.  [1 Corinthians 13:5 MSG]
And when it isn’t – when we aren’t – we show respect to others

It was Karen’s last flight as Inflight Services Manager for Cathay Pacific Airways.
Carmen and I went along for the ride.

The last night of the last flight included a layover in Bangkok.

The three of us were making our way to our assigned room


when Carl, the Captain, intercepted us…and offered his room to us.

Because of limited room availability, 

the Captain had been given the best room in the house –

the top-floor suite in this 5-star hotel.

It was spacious, with a view of the city,
elegantly decorated with traditional Thai furnishings, 

supplied with every amenity.

(We couldn’t even squeeze all the fruit from the suite into our suitcase.)

That evening, I felt like a king…


not because the room was so elegant,



but because one of the airline’s senior captains had yielded…

had given up what was his to us.

We don’t have to give up our room to make others feel like kings and queens.

We can do that by giving up the last piece of meat on the platter…


even though we bought it or made it.

We can show that other people matter by giving up control of the remote…


even though our favorite program is on in 5 minutes.

We can show that we value others by getting out of our seat to answer the phone…


even though we know the call isn’t for us.

Love – as the road sign reminds us – yields;

love isn’t always “me first”. [1 Corinthians 13:5 MSG]
4) Scenic route

The last sign is this one: the “scenic route”.

What on earth does that mean?

If you wanted to see this land that is our land,

you could fly over it in an airplane;



that would take several hours.
You could also travel cross-country 

by train or in a car on the expressway;


that would take several days.

Or you could take all the back roads…all the scenic routes;


that would help you get to know -- and appreciate -- this great land of ours.

But that, of course, would take a lot of time.

The scenic route: take time…

take time with other people. 
Jesus took time.

He not only spent an evening with a prostitute and proud Pharisee;


he also relaxed over dinner at the homes of families and friends.

He went fishing with his co-workers.

He even had a picnic with thousands on a mountain-top.
Jesus was on a mission – a mission to save the world –


but he always had time for people.

People mattered to him.

Do people still matter to us?

What would those who have met us say?
Would they believe they mattered to us?

We have the most time-saving devices of any generation,


yet we don’t seem to have much time for the people who live in this generation.

We excuse ourselves by saying that the quality of time we spend with others

compensates for the quantity of time we spend with them.

Time, though, -- especially the quantity – 
is really the only gift you and I can give to each other.

If I give you money – or a gift that money can buy –

I can get it back…

I can go out and earn more money.

But if I give you my time, 

I give you something I can never get back.

That’s why love is spelled T-I-M-E.
On the journey home, do what Jesus did:

take the scenic route.
Make time for people; take time with people.

Let them know they matter to you.

Let them see you love them.

Conclusion
Love, says bachelor Paul, isn’t rude.

At least, Jesus’ love isn’t.

Oh! we may have treated him rudely.

We may have “dissed” him.

We may have dismissed him as irrelevant,


denounced him as unfair,


defied him…disobeyed his laws.

But he has never treated us with contempt.
In fact, Jesus still follows the rules of the road.

He still obeys the signs that he made long ago.
He still prefers the scenic route.

He still takes time to be with us.

How do we know?

He’s told us: 
“I am with you always.” [Matthew 28:20 NIV]
Jesus still obeys the “yield” sign too.

He put us first – we were the only thing on his mind –


when he hung on a rugged cross.

And we’re still on his mind as he now roams the halls of heaven.

After all, he’s there managing our affairs…


making all things work together for our good. [Romans 8:28 NIV]
Jesus still hasn’t made a “U-turn” either.

In fact, it’s impossible for Jesus to renege on any promise he’s made to us.
After all, he is God…and – as Paul says – 


there’s no way God can be false to himself  [2 Timothy 2:13 MSG]
Jesus still stops to listen too.

In fact, he just waits for us to speak with him.

Ask, he says, and it will be given you … 
Everyone who asks receives.  [Matthew 6:7-8 NIV]
Why does Jesus still do all of this?

Because you and I – we matter to him.

That’s love, folks…


the kind of love that matters



the kind of love makes people feel they matter to us.
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