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Going Fishing

(Luke 4:1-13)

Introduction


A man tells us of a time he went shopping with his wife.  As they stood in the department store, a shapely young woman in a short, form fitting dress walked by.  The man couldn’t help but to gaze at her as she passed his way.  Without looking up from the item she was examining his wife asked, “Was it worth the trouble that you are in?”  Ahh yes, temptation, is it ever worth the trouble we get in?


Yet, I have the perfect excuse for whenever I find myself giving in to these little temptations.  I can always say the Devil made me do it, right?  It’s the ideal way to take all the blame away from myself.  I mean, who else would be the culprit of such evil things?  Surely not I.  Of course there is one little problem to my perfect excuse, the Devil can’t make us do anything.  Sure he’s clever, but last I knew, God had given us the ability to choose between right and wrong; to say “no” to temptation.


Being this is Memorial weekend, and I’m sure many of us have or will be going to some sort of lake.  I assume there are plenty of people here who will be trying their skills at fishing.  Now this is something that I know very little about.  Unlike myself, any experienced fisherman knows, that in order to catch the really big ones, it takes more than a worm and a hook.  It takes cunning, forethought, imagination (probably why I can’t catch a fish).  The great anglers know that “temptation” is the name of the game.


The process begins by a serious study of the prey.  What does the fish like, what are his habits and his environment?  The angler will then try to construct a bait that will grab attention, arouse desire and lure the fish into biting.  The bait is made of hair or feathers. It is constructed in such a way that when the fish sees it, he will think, "That’s the most unusual fly I’ve ever seen. It looks big and fat and juicy. I bet it tastes great! If I don’t grab it now, I’ll never know just how good and satisfying it is. Oh, I can’t resist..." And then "POW!" Through the enticement of a lie, the fish finds not satisfaction, but death.


Jesus told his disciples to be fisher’s of men, and it seems that Satan has also taken up the hobby.  And it appears he’s got the process down pretty good.  Once he’s got the right conditions, he puts on the bait.  He looks at our habits, observes where and with whom we hangout.  Then he makes a very special lure for us and casts it out, right in front of our nose.


Then he waits.  He can’t make us bite, but he makes it very appealing.  Once we get a glimpse of the bait, we’re drawn to it.  We linger around it, maybe we play with it a little bit.  We roll it over in our minds until it takes over our imagination; it becomes all we think about.


Then we begin to rationalize it.  Should I take the bite?  Most of us probably even see the hook, and know that there may be danger in it, but it is so appealing.  Maybe if we bite it quick and run away it won’t snag us.  It’s just so tempting.


Finally comes the decision.  There are only two choices.  We swim away and gain the freedom of knowing we have overcome the devil, or we take the bite and end up with the emptiness and pain of a hook in our cheek.


Lucky for us, we have Jesus.  He also was in this lake with us, and he also had Satan fishing for him.  But Jesus was able to avoid the hook, he was able to see Satan’s strategy.  Let’s take a look at that strategy.

Conditions


First, Satan needs to have the right conditions.  He knows there are certain times we won’t bite, and there are times he can’t keep us off the hook.  We need to recognize these conditions to help us avert the temptation.  Take a look at our reading today, and we can get an idea of those times.  Right away the picture is set, “Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wild. [2] For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by the Devil. He ate nothing during those days, and when the time was up he was hungry.”
Physical & Emotional Weakness

Right away we can see that Satan loves to fish when we are physically and emotionally weak.  Jesus hasn’t eaten for 40 days.  That’s a pretty long time.  I guess it does say he was hungry.  I did the 30 hour famine back in February and I could barely make it.  I felt dizzy and very tired.  It’s no wonder Satan will use times like these to tempt us.  Times when we’ve been burning the candle at both ends after several long days at work.  Times when a spouse has ignored us, or a brother or sister has spoken hurtful words.  We can’t avoid situations like these, they happen.  We need to identify them, and know this is when Satan casts in his line.

Loneliness

You’ll also notice in the opening verse that Jesus was led into the wilderness.  I think it is safe to say this means that he was alone.  He has no one to talk to and Satan takes advantage of this condition.  Satan thrives on loneliness, a considerable problem.

Perhaps you remember "Ziggy," that loveable comic.  I remember one where the small, pudgy man, is sitting alone in a boat, drifting toward a tunnel with the sign above, "Tunnel of Meaningful Relationships." Loneliness is a growing problem in our society and you won’t believe who takes claim as the loneliest.  A study by the American Council of Life Insurance reported that the most lonely group in America are college students. That's surprising!  It’s also the paramount time that Satan gets his hold of people.  Next on the list are divorced people, welfare recipients, single mothers, rural students, housewives, and the elderly.  Wow!  America can be a lonely place.  And what is the most tempting thing for lonely people?  It’s not food, its laziness.  Are you in one of these groups?

High Spiritual Experiences

The final condition, time in our life, when Satan comes after us with his fishing pole is often overlooked.  It is right after moments of high spiritual experiences, and Jesus is not immune to this.  If we go back to chapter 3 of Luke, it says in verse 21, “it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while he prayed, heaven was opened.  And the Holy Spirit descended upon him like a dove.”  A fairly high spiritual experience.  Soon after Satan found him.

This is a dangerous time for us because 1) we don’t realize that this is a time of easy temptation, and 2) we are so spiritually pumped we think nothing will affect us.  Enter Satan.  Spiritual highs can come from retreats you’ve been on, camps you’ve gone to, songs that have moved you, and on the rare occasion, a good sermon.  Yet once the high begins to dwindle we start looking around for other things to fill it.  Be careful, spiritual highs are wonderful, don’t let Satan taint them.

Lures

Lust of the Flesh


Once we know the times or conditions that Satan will come fishing for us, we must understand the lures he uses.  Now these can come in all shapes and sizes, in many different colors, sometimes he’ll use a shiny one to really draw us in.  Despite all the differences to his lures, he has basically three.


1 John 2:16 explains the three different types of bait the Devil will use on us.  “For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.”  He uses these same three on Jesus.


The Devil speaks in verse 3: “The Devil, playing on his hunger, gave the first test: "Since you're God's Son, command this stone to turn into a loaf of bread." (The lust of the flesh)  The lust of the flesh is any temptation that can solve a physical need for us.  Food, sex, drugs, these are all temptations of the flesh.  Yet with Jesus, its just over some bread.  It sounds innocent enough.  Jesus could have done it in an instant, and I’m sure his stomach was growling something to the effect, “PLEASE, FEED ME.”  Satan was tempting Christ’s flesh, to get Jesus to disobey God’s will by using his power for his own purposes.  I’m sure Jesus was thinking a meal would be pretty good right now.  That’s what temptation does, it makes us think we will happier after we have done it.


But Jesus answers in verse 4: “Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: "It takes more than bread to really live."  Jesus answer came straight out of the Bible.  He didn’t allow his situation to get in the way of Truth.  He was basically saying, “I’m not going to complain, I’m not going to take matters into my own hands, I’m going to trust the Word, the Bible.”


I don’t think there are many of us who can relate to the temptation of changing stones into bread.  But when the words lust and flesh are said in the same sentence it’s not too hard to imagine what kind of temptations we can relate to.

In his book entitled Leading the Way, Paul Borthwick offers these questions as a self accountability test to check if we have bitten on to the first of Satan’s lures.

Where does your mind wander when you have no duties to perform?

What are you reading?  Are there books, magazines, or [webpages] that you want no one else to see?

How many hours do you spend watching TV?

How many adulteries did you watch last week? How many murders? How many did you watch with your kids?

How many chapters of the Bible did you read last week?

Lust of the Eyes

Lust of the flesh is powerful.  It is a lure that Satan uses to catch many people.  But He does not quit there, he has other ones waiting in the wings.  If we go back to Jesus we see the Devil try a different approach. “[5] For the second test he led him up and spread out all the kingdoms of the earth on display at once. [6] Then the Devil said, "They're yours in all their splendor to serve your pleasure. I'm in charge of them all and can turn them over to whomever I wish. [7] Worship me and they're yours, the whole works." (The lust of the eyes)

It is here where we find the best bate that Satan has.  Lust for our eyes.  Materials, things, stuff, junk.  Of course, this is his best bait.  We are one of the richest nations in the world.  We’ve got stocks, analysts, wine, hot tubs, racquetball, sushi, cell phones, microwaves, condos, health clubs, money markets and the Volvo.  And the only reason why we don’t own an elephant is because it’s never been offered for no money down and 6 months 0% financing.  Still, many of us do not understand the problem with having possessions.

Look at what Jesus’ response is to Satan.  "Worship the Lord your God and only the Lord your God. Serve him with absolute single-heartedness."  It’s fairly simple.  The possessions become our God.  Not only that, the possessions we accumulate make us self-reliant, self-centered, and well just selfish.  And a selfish person has no room for a giving God.  Why give money to the church?  I need it for a new car.  Why commit yourself to one mate?  I want to have fun.  We all deserve to have what we want? Don’t we.  What is the result?  Broken families, broken churches, and a society that thinks the only wrong is getting in the way of what somebody thinks is “right.”  Don’t let Satan get you with lust of the eyes.

Pride of Life


So now the devil has tried 2 out of 3 lures on Jesus and failed.  He goes with the final, the pride of life.  Which reminds me, have you heard about the clever salesman who closed hundreds of sales with this line: "Let me show you something several of your neighbors said you couldn't afford."  I think if you asked America to honestly tell you what two things they care about most, I would not be surprised if number one, they said their possessions, and number two, their pride.  Their personal satisfaction, their self-importance.  All that Satan has to do is make us think we’re not good enough and he has us in the palm of his hand.

Let’s see how Satan uses this to tempt Jesus.  “[9] For the third test the Devil took him to Jerusalem and put him on top of the Temple. He said, "If you are God's Son, jump. [10] It's written, isn't it, that 'he has placed you in the care of angels to protect you; [11] they will catch you; you won't so much as stub your toe on a stone'?" (the pride of life)  We are looking at a 450-foot drop off the temple into the valley.  Jesus’ pride is now at stake.  He is being nearly forced to prove himself to the Devil.  If you are who you say you are, prove it.


Prove it.  This is how pride gets us into trouble.  If we go through life trying to prove we are the best accountant, the best director, the best minister, we fall away from God.  We again start looking inward and in the process we manage to alienate our family and friends.  And the pride of life is like an invisible lure, you don’t even see it.  Pride is like a disease that makes everyone sick but the one person who has it.  I’m telling you, with God on your side you have nothing to prove.

Unhooked

What happens when the devil goes fishing under just the right conditions, and he uses the perfect lure?  Is there any hope for us, or should we just take the bite and get it over with?

First of all, we need to know, that temptation in itself is not bad.  Do not feel guilty or ashamed that you have been or are at the moment being tempted.  It is a part of living in this world.  As we’ve seen, even Jesus was tempted.  With that in mind, listen to this verse, “No test or temptation that comes your way is beyond the course of what others have had to face.  All you need to remember is that God will never let you down; he'll never let you be pushed past your limit; he'll always be there to help you come through it” (1 Cor 10:13).  The fact that Jesus went to the cross and was able to live through it all in the end shows that God has the power to defeat the Devil.  We only have to trust that, and know that because of that death and resurrection we also have the same power.


You are not alone; God promises that he will be with us the entire time.  But how do we make use of that presence.  How do we actually defeat the temptation?

Prayer


The first and simplest thing to do is pray.  Realize the temptation you are in and plug into God’s power through prayer.  Jesus tells his disciples point blank, “Pray that you don’t give in to temptation” (Luke 22:40).  Notice he doesn’t say pray that you do not have any temptations.  No, he says pray that you don’t give in to them.


According to a study done by Discipleship Journal, when people where asked how they were able to resist temptation, 84% said they overcame the lure through prayer.  This isn’t surprising.  Prayer is not only talking with God, it is actually using his power instead of your own.  No wonder it is such a powerful tool against the devil.  God is always there, and always ready to listen.  Pray that you don’t give in to temptation.

The Word

We can also model what Jesus did in His temptations.  Each time the devil cast his line Jesus avoided the hook by going to the Word.  Each answer starts with, “it is written.”  Does this mean we are to memorize scripture verses in hopes of having the right one?  You could, but by simply reading the Bible you also take part in the Word.  If the devil is tempting you today, go to the Bible, it will tell you how to avoid the hook.

Join a small group bible study.  You will immerse yourself in the Word and find that you have solutions to the temptations around you.  Let God’s word become a part of your life.  John writes in his letter, “I write to you…because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one” (1 John 2:14).  God’s Word is a living thing; let it be alive in you.  Think about it.

Fellowship


The final action in resisting temptation is fellowship with other Christians.  As I stated earlier, the Devil loves to go after us when we are alone.  By remaining accountable to other Christians, it makes it near impossible for Satan to even try.


Chuck Swindoll has seven questions that he and a group of fellow pastors challenge each other with on a regular basis.

1. Have you been with a woman anywhere this past week that might be seen as compromising? 
2. Have any of your financial dealings lacked integrity? 
3. Have you exposed yourself to any sexually explicit material? 
4. Have you spent adequate time in Bible study and prayer? 
5. Have you given priority time to your family? 
6. Have you fulfilled the mandates of your calling? 
7. Have you just lied to me?

A system such as this may seem extreme, yet giving in to temptation would die away with such accountability.

Conclusion
Satan is a great fisherman; he has the cunning, forethought, and imagination that is essential for this task.  But we have the tools to undue him.  We know the conditions that he needs to even set out in the lake.  We know that physical or emotional weakness, loneliness, and times following a spiritual high are when he gets going.

We know the exact lures that he will use.  He will try to get us to give into physical desires, to lusts of the flush.  He will try to get us to focus on material objects to the lust of the eyes.  And we know that he will tempt us with pride.  To forget others and go after only what makes us look good.

We know Satan’s strategy, and we can defeat it.  We have Jesus who already defeated Satan through his death and resurrection.  If we trust in that, then we can hold the victory.  Through prayer, bible study, and fellowship with each other we can say no to the temptations that plague each one of us.

When Martin Luther was asked how he overcame the devil, he replied, “Well, when he comes knocking at the door of my heart, and asks, ‘who lives here?’ the dear Lord Jesus goes to the door and says, ‘Martin Luther used to live here, but he has moved out.  Now I live here.’”   Do you want to defeat temptations?  Than who is living in your heart?
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