
So, how can this phrase - "THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE" - bring personal peace into your life.  Understanding this you'll discover a life changing message.  But one thing first ... one thing we'll have to settle first is that GOD IS GOD AND YOU'RE NOT.  Yes, I know, that's a little hard to remember.  But you can't pray this prayer and you cannot be at peace until you accept the fact: God is God and you are not!  If you're ever going to have peace in your heart in spite of circumstances, in spite of problems, in spite of conflict ... you've got to learn that God is God and you are not.


Okay, WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO PRAY "THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE"?   First: I ACCEPT GOD'S PLAN AND PURPOSE for my life.  Instead of my own plan for living I accept His plan, His purpose, His will.  You can't do that?  Of course you can ... there are many things in life you can't change but you already accept.  There's the choice of your parents!  The dates of your birth and probably your death!  What other people do to you.  Of course you do need change the things you can, but those things you can't?  What fixes them?  Worrying doesn't help.  Worry doesn't bring peace.  Resentment is not a path to peace.  Feeling guilty, holding a pity party over the things you can't change is absurd.


 When you can't change something only one thing will do ... acceptance.  The acceptance of God's will for your life.  No, not everything that happens in life is God's will ... I'm not saying that.  But when things are out of control and you can't change them, the sane recourse is "THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE!"


Let me point you to St. Paul.  He's an expert on ACCEPTANCE of the things he cannot change.  To the Philippians he writes: "I've learned to be satisfied with the things that I have and with everything that happens.  I know how to live when I'm poor and I know how to live when I have plenty.  I've learned the secret of being happy at any time in everything that happens.  I can do all things through Christ because He gives me strength."  You know what's amazing with that verse?  Paul wrote it when he was in prison, in Rome, chained to a guard in a dungeon cell.  "I've learned how to be happy no matter what's going on in my life!"  Paul couldn't change his circumstances and rather than struggle, worry or fret, he learned to be content.


Yes, accepting God's Plan is a learned experience.  By nature you and I are not contented people.  By nature we are discontented.  Yet God says contentment is something you can learn.  You can learn to accept the things you can't change.  It's a choice.  Paul says: "I choose to be happy in spite of my circumstances."  And he says it's all possible through the strength our Christ gives.


The first step in this PRAYER OF SURRENDER is for you and me to accept God's plan even when we don't understand it.  The truth is that most of the things that happen in life God's doesn't explain.  When the tough stuff of living happens He seems so silent.  Like back in grade school when Miss Hess was testing us.  She'd hand out the test parers and then sit on the corner of her desk in silence.  She never spoke

when we were taking a test.  We were sweating out the problems in our metal frame desks and Miss Hess was calmly sitting and smiling on the corner of her's.  I've found out that whenever God is silent in my life He's giving me a test too.  Seems as if I'm screaming, "Hey God, what's happening?"  And there He is sitting calmly on the corner of my life smiling: "Are you going to trust me even when you can't feel me?"  And when it's done I've got to smile back and nod my head.  "Thank you, Lord, for letting me grow!"


We don't get explanations from God.  He doesn't owe us any.  Remember, He's God and we're not.  And would we understand the explanation even if He gave us one?  Explanations never comfort.  Have you had pain in your past and through reading or therapy or counsel or talking with friends you've figured out why certain things happened.  Did that comfort you?  It gave an explanation.  Some wisdom.  I just bet it didn't relieve the pain.  


Yet God promises to be with you and for you no matter what happens ... that in Christ Jesus He will strengthen you and hold you close, never forsake you or leave you.  "Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done" ... "God, I want Your plan in my life.  I've learned to be satisfied ... I've learned the secret of being happy ... I can do all things through Christ, because my Savior, my Rescuer gives me strength."


Many people use Reinhold Niebuhr's SERENITY PRAYER daily.

"God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,

the courage to change the things I can,

and the wisdom to know the difference.

But that's just part of the SERENITY PRAYER.  It goes on:

Living one day at a time, enjoying one moment at a time

Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace

Taking as Jesus did, this sinful world as it is,

not as I would have it;

Trusting that You will make all things right if I surrender to Your will

So that I may be reasonably happy in this life

And supremely happy with You forever in the next.  Amen.


Did you notice those words: ACCEPTING, SURRENDER, and TRUSTING.  Those three actions are key.  Praying "Thy will be done, Thy kingdom come" is not just "Okay God, I don't just accept Your plan, I accept what You want to do with me!"   It also means: I surrender!  You're in control, Lord.  Now don't be confused, I'm not using "SURRENDER" as "to run up a white flag, to give up. throw in the towel."  I using the term "SURRENDER" as "to join God's team in your daily thoughts and actions ... in your life."  Letting God call the shots.  The Psalmist said it: "Surrender yourself to the Lord, and wait patiently for Him."


SURRENDERING means Not walking around those hard Scripture directives that cramp your style and diminish your HUMAN STATURE: those shortcuts to greed and gain you're tempted to take; those less-than-wholesome thoughts you entertain and surely don't want other people to know about; the untruths/half truths that feed your ego.  Paul warns: "If a person's thinking is controlled by his sinful self, then there is death.  But if his thinking is controlled by the Spirit, then there is life and peace."


Surrendering yourself to the Lord, waiting on Him is doing what you know in your redeemed heart is right: being forthright and honest, compassionate and caring, supportive of others and outspoken against evil.  My friend Martin Luther called it "being a little Christ with skin on to those around you."


"You mean, Preacher, it takes a whole new way of living?"  By God's gracious love and power in Christ Jesus you are new, aren't you?  The hymn says it: "REDEEMED, RESTORED, FORGIVEN!"  In the blood of Jesus your God has bought you to be His person, totally!  Why just go part of the way -- the redeemed from part -- and miss the rest of it -- th redeemed FOR part, the new life part?  Walk the PATH TO INNER PEACE.  Don't just sit beside the path and watch the traffic go by.  Personal peace is worth pursuing.  Job got this message: "Stop quarreling with God!  If you agree with Him, you will have peace at last, and things will go well with you!"


The PRAYER OF SURRENDER:  First I accept God's plan, second I surrender to His control, and finally I TRUST IN GOD'S CARE.  "For He who began this good work in you WILL complete it in the day of Jesus Christ."  Our lives are never going to be problem free.  "IT'S ALWAYS SOMETHING" is part of living.  Life is like a big aircraft carrier and problems are like a squadron of plans waiting to land ... circling out there in a big swarm waiting to set down.  You get #1 down and then there's #2 who has become #1.  You take care of that and there's #3 who becaome #2 and now #1.  You get the idea?  Problems keep moving up.


Remember, this is a fallen world in which we live.  Adam choked, he blew it.  He  sinned and the rest of humanity is born into it.  We have an enemy.  His name is Satan and his plot is to screw up living for God.  He wants to destroy you dear child of God.  At least he delights in making you an ineffective one.  And then there is you and me ... people, not gods.  We make a lot of dumb decisions, poor choices.  And then sometimes problems happen that are nobody's fault.  Sometimes God just allows them for His own reason.


Remember the episode on the road to Jerusalem?  The man born blind?  The disciples asked who did some grave sin, him or his parents, that he was born blind.  "Neither," said Jesus.  "This happened so that God's power could be displayed in this man's life."  And then our Savior healed him!


"You Lord, give true peace to those who depend of You because they trust You."  Are you ready for peace today?  Is there anxiety, or turmoil, or stress over some area you've not yet yielded to your Heavenly Father?  Aren't you tired of being at war with God?  Look, you do have peace with God - take it - live it - enjoy it.


To end things ... a word from Pastor Paul: "Give yourselves to God ... surrender your whole being to Him to be used for righteous purposes."  Accept His plan and  purpose for life.  Surrender your will to His will.  Trust for life He who has already made you His own for eternity.

"MAY YOUR KINGDOM COME, MAY YOUR WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH JUST AS IT IS IN HEAVEN."

                                                                           Amen.

