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        Pentecost 10

The path to inner peace:

step 8: professing

Introduction
More than 30,000 people did it!

They stood – shoulder to shoulder – in Angel Stadium…
and made a dramatic declaration.

What did they say?

You can read their “declaration” on the gray insert. 

But this – in part – is what they pledged:


“Today I am stepping across the line.  

I’m tired of waffling, and I’m finished with wavering.

I’ve made my choice; … I’m going God’s way.  There’s no turning back now!

I will live the rest of my life 

serving God’s purposes with God’s people on God’s planet for God’s glory…


Since my past has been forgiven, 

and I have a purpose for living and a place awaiting in heaven,


I refuse to waste any more time or energy on shallow living…

I know what matters most…


When times get tough and I get tired, 

I won’t back up, back off, back down…or backslide.


I’ll just keep moving forward by God’s grace…


To my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I say:



however, whenever, wherever, whatever you ask me to do,




my answer in advance is yes! … 
I’m ready…


I want to be used by you in such a way that on the final day I’ll hear you say:



“Well done, good and faithful one.  Come on in, and let the party begin.”

Could you – would you – make such a pledge?

In other words, are you ready to go God’s way?

Are you prepared to live the rest of your life 

serving God’s purposes with God’s people for God’s glory?

Are you willing to say to God: 

“I’m ready…I want to be used by you”?

Do you realize that this is exactly what you are doing

-- this is exactly what you are saying --


at the conclusion of the prayer that Jesus taught.

Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory…  [Matthew 6:13 NIV]

You’re in charge, God…not me.  You’ve got the power; I don’t.  You’ll get the glory; I won’t.

This morning, we’re going to explore 
what that final phrase of the Lord’s Prayer means.

And we’ll discover that this is the final step on the path to inner peace.

Professing…for peace

Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory…  [Matthew 6:13 NIV]

Not really a prayer, is it? – but a promise…or profession to God.

Actually, three professions.

1) Seek God’s kingdom 

The first pledge?  To declare Yours is the kingdom…

and then devote ourselves to building that kingdom.

How on earth do we do that?

By making God’s agenda our agenda.

By refusing to ask God to bless what we’re doing


and – instead – resolving to do what God says he blesses.

Unfortunately, we’re not inclined to think – or act – that way, are we?

We prefer to build our own kingdoms, don’t we?

We’re more concerned with advancing and enhancing –

advancing in our professions…enhancing our possessions.

We’re 
more concerned with pursuing and preserving –

pursuing our own happiness…and preserving our own health.
But our concerns, said Jesus in his most famous sermon…


our concerns are a cause for concern.

Worrying – said the Savior – worrying over 

“what shall we eat?”…”what will we wear?”…and “how can we keep all that we have”


is the recipe for restlessness. [Matthew 6]
Want to stop worrying…and start relaxing?

Then, said Jesus,  Seek first his (God’s) kingdom…and all these things will be given to you. 

[Matthew 6:33 NIV]

Here is an insurance policy with 100% coverage:


put God first in your life…and God will cover you for life --

he’ll give you all that you’re concerned about…all that you need.

Another translation of Jesus’ words puts it this way:


He will give them to you if you give him first place in your life. [Matthew 6:33 LB]
Putting God F-I-R-S-T
How do we give God first place in our lives?

Let me use the word “first” – F-I-R-S-T – to give you some examples.

We put God first in our lives when we he’s first in our F – finances.

In other words, when we pay God first.

Why? Because this is his plan for the people in his kingdom.

He tells us:

Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 
[Proverbs 3:8-9 NIV]

36 years ago, I decided to pay God first…

to give him the first 10% of all I earn.

In the years that followed -- even during some very lean years -- 

I refused to use God’s money to pay my debts.

I wanted God to get paid…even if no one else did.

The result?  Today my family doesn’t have everything we need;


we actually have more – so much more – than we need.

You and I also put God first in our lives when he’s first in our I – interests.

The Father has a plan for our lives.

He knows what career suits you…
what hobbies…what forms of recreation benefit you.

That’s why he wants a voice in anything that interests you.

That’s why he says:  Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. [1 Corinthians 10:31 NIV]

In addition, we put God first in our lives when he’s first in our R – relationships.

In our family…with our friends…


in fact, in all of our most intimate relationships,



God urges you and me to be with people who know and love him.

He tells us:

Don’t become partners with those who reject God.  How can you make a partnership out of right and wrong?  That’s not partnership; that’s war. [2 Corinthians 6:14 MSG]

Did you know that the safest place for a woman to be is second place…

with a husband who puts God first?

And let me quickly add: the safest place for a man to be is also second place…


with a wife who puts God first.

Next, we put God first in our lives when he’s first in our S – schedule.

How do we put God first in my schedule?

God reveals two ways.

One way: give God the first part of each day.

Before you read the bad news in the paper…


before you watch “Bad Morning America”,



spend time with God.

Do what the poet of old did…that poet who said:

Morning by morning, O Lord, you hear my voice; morning by morning I lay my requests before you and wait in expectation. [Psalm 5:3 NIV]

The other way? give God the first part of each week.

Before your work starts on Monday, worship your God on Sunday.

Wherever you find yourself at the beginning of the week


-- in your castle, at your cabin or under a cabana on Cancun --



find time for the Father first.

Don’t – says God – don’t avoid worshiping together as some do. [Hebrews 10:25 MSG] 
Finally, we put God first in our lives when he’s first in our T – troubles.

When trouble comes, what do you do?

If you’re like me, you probably try to sort it out by yourself.

But God wants prayer to be our first response…not our last resort.

He tells us:  Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you. [Psalm 50:15 NIV]
If God is first in our F-I-R-S-T…

if he’s first in our finances, interests, relationships, schedule and troubles,

he’s probably first in our lives.

But why put God first in your life?

Because – as we sing – “he is worthy”.

He has designed us.

His Son has delivered us.

And his Spirit has destined us…destined us to live with him – and like him – forever.
God is worthy of first place.

It’s also worth it for us when he gets that honor.

Do you remember what Jesus promised?


Seek first his (God’s) kingdom and all these things (that we need in life)… 

all these things will be given to you. [Matthew 6:33 NIV]

2)  Depend on God’s power
Yours is the kingdom – that’s the first pledge.

Then we declare: Yours is the power…


and depend on God’s power for our lives.

“God helps those who help themselves.”

I once thought that statement was in the Bible.

Only later did I realize it came from Ben Franklin’s Almanac.

I’m grateful for that discovery.

Why?  Because God does not help those who help themselves.
One of his poets tells us:

You bless all who depend on you for their strength. [Psalm 84:5 CEV]
Just as we depend on God – and what he has done – to become a child of God,


we also need to depend on him – and what he does – to live as a child of God.

Our culture, however, urges us to be self-sufficient.

Our culture tells us that  “what our minds can conceive and believe, we can achieve”.

As a result, we don’t know how to rely on God.
It just doesn’t come naturally.
Developing dependence on God
How, then, can we develop such dependence?
God reveals at least two ways.

We, first of all, develop dependence on God by taking risks.
God includes – in his word to us – 

many examples of the need for his people to take risks.

One of the most familiar is recorded in the book of Exodus, chapter 14.

After God’s people escaped from Egypt, they encountered a problem:

it was called the Red Sea.

Behind them was a sea of warriors; before them an ocean of water.

What did God’s people do?

They complained;  they told God, “You brought us to the desert to die!”
Moses, however, had a different response.
He told God’s people, 

“Don’t be afraid.  Just stand where you are and watch the Lord rescue you.”
Moses, you know, may have been the first Lutheran.
He was content to simply stand and watch.

God, though, is not a Lutheran.

He told Moses, “Why are you crying out to me?  Tell the people to get moving.”
God didn’t reveal his power as his people waited and watched.
He waited and watched for his people to take a risk before revealing his power.

Only when God’s people stepped into the Red Sea did God split the Red Sea.

What step – what risk – do you need to take, my friend?

Is it time – finally – to trust Jesus as your Savior…

and turn your life over to this Lord?

Or do you need to step out of your comfort zone --
stop being a Lutheran who stands and watches


and start becoming a member of God’s family 

who is involved in the mission of God’s family?

Perhaps you need to risk going on a mission trip --


if not to Asia, then to the area around this church on a “Sowing by Serving” Saturday.

Maybe you need to risk saving your marriage

-- or surrendering your business --



to keep your family together.

Whatever it is, 

a statement I heard often when I worked in the banking industry, comes to mind:


“No risk, no reward”.

God says: I will bless the person who puts his trust in me. [Jeremiah 17:7 TEV]
We develop a healthy dependence on God by taking risks…and also by not giving up.

A growing number of people believe that,

if you are a Christian, you will be “healthy, wealthy and wise”.
This, however, is part of the “American dream”,

not a promise of God in the Bible.

God, in fact, often allows us to be anything but “healthy, wealthy, and wise”.

He allows us to experience delays (and not only at the airport).

He allows us to go through difficulties and come to dead ends.

Why? Not only to check our faith, but to “charge” it.

The disaster you’re facing today…the disease you’re fighting,


may very well be God’s design to develop your dependence on his power.

So don’t give up.

Just give an ear…and listen to this word from your Father:

God will bless you if you don’t give up when your faith is being tested.  He will reward you with a glorious life.” [James 1:12 CEV]
This week, don’t just work out; work at it --
develop your dependence on God.

Why?  Again, because he’s worthy;
after all, he has the power.
But also because it’s worth it.
You do remember what the poet said, don’t you?


You bless all who depend on you for their strength. [Psalm 84:5 CEV]
3)  Live for God’s glory
Yours is the kingdom and the power.

Then the final pledge: we declare Yours is the glory

and dedicate ourselves to living for God’s glory.

Living for God’s glory…
We’re not accustomed to living like that…letting someone else get the credit.

We sue if anyone steals what we think are our ideas.
And we “stew” if no one recognizes – or rewards – our performance.

That seems to be the “American way of life”.

God, however, has an idea that is foreign to our culture.
It was one of God poet’s who introduced this idea long ago.

He tells us:  God will bless everyone who honors him. [Psalm 115:13 TEV]
God will bless everyone who honors him.

Perhaps that explains why 30,000 people in Angel Stadium promised to


“live the rest of my life…for God’s glory”.

Learning to live for God’s glory
But how do we do that?
How can we learn to live our lives for God’s glory…and with his blessing?

Let me count the ways…

There are so many…in fact, too many.

What was it that the pastor named Paul once said?

Whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. [1 Corinthians 10:31 NIV]

Let me, however, highlight two.
Look – and listen – to what a man called Peter once wrote:


God has given each of you some special abilities.  

Be sure to use them to make a lot of money.
Oops! I read that wrong; let me try again.

God has given each of you some special abilities.  Be sure to use them to help each other so that God will be glorified. [1 Peter 4:10-11 LB]
Did you catch that?
You and I give glory to God when we use our God-given abilities to help others.

Do you know that God designed each of us to make a difference in this world?


that he gave each of us a special ability 

to help improve the quality of life on this planet?

By the way, do you know what special ability God has given you to help others?

Do you know your God-given SHAPE for serving?

If you can’t answer that question, don’t wait.

Be sure to attend our very next workshop on “Discovering your SHAPE”.

Don’t wait, I tell you, or you’ll miss the “blessing”.

For this, too, is what God says:

The one who blesses others is abundantly blessed. [Proverbs 11:25 MSG]
If you’ve ever used your SHAPE to serve…


if you’ve ever reached out to help someone,



you understand what God is saying, don’t you?

You know the blessing you’ve experienced.

We live for God’s glory – and with his blessing –


when we use our God-given abilities to help others.

That also happens when we share God’s good news with others.

That pastor named Paul reminds us:
As God’s grace brings more and more people to Christ, God will receive more and more glory.  [2 Corinthians 4:15 LB]
Whenever someone crosses the line…whenever an individual comes to Christ,


God gets the glory.

But whom does God get to help people cross that line?

Look in a mirror…and you’ll know the answer.

If you already know how to help people cross the line…

if you know how to share God’s good news with others, don’t wait;


don’t wait to do it.

And if you don’t know how, don’t wait either.

Be sure to attend our very next workshop on “Becoming a contagious Christian”.

Don’t wait, I tell you, or – again – you’ll miss the “blessing”.

Long ago, a prophet said that those who share the good news “shine like stars” [Daniel 12:3]
No wonder one of those “stars” – a pastor named Paul – tells us:
I do everything I can to win everyone I possibly can.  I do this for the good news, because I want to share in its blessings. [1 Corinthians 9:22-23 CEV]
Will you learn to live for God’s glory?
Just think of all he’s done for you.

He’s worthy, isn’t he? He deserves the credit.

But don’t forget it’s also worth it.

Don’t forget that God will bless everyone who honors him. [Psalm 115:13 TEV]
Conclusion

In his book The Great House of God, Max Lucado tells us 
there are three mountains that we were never meant to climb.

He says we can see those three towering peaks at the end of the Lord’s Prayer.
The first mountain – called Kingdom – was made by God and for God.

If the word “emperor” is in your job description, 
you put it there.
God is the Savior intent on restoring a kingdom. 
Our role?  Simply to help.
The next mountain – called Power – is used by God.

If “Wonder Woman” or “Superman” is your job title, you assumed it.

Oh! you may think you can run your own world.
You refuse to bow your knees; you just roll up your sleeves and put in another 12 hour day.

This may help you make a living…but it won’t let you have a life.

You were not designed to manage a kingdom;


you’re not expected to be almighty;



and you certainly can’t handle all the fame.

That’s why the last mountain – Glory – is reserved for God.

More than one person has tried to scale that peak;


more than one person has shouted “Mine is the glory!”;



only to lose their balance and fall.

Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory…  [Matthew 6:13 NIV]

What peace that final phrase affords.
As we confess that God’s in charge and we’re not…


as we turn to trust his power rather than our own…



as we give God all the applause so there’s none left to dizzy our own brain,




we can finally relax…





and live life as God intended –






as a child, secure in the arms of a loving father…







the Father in heaven.

You will keep in perfect peace the one who…trusts in you. [Psalm 26:3 NIV]
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