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Just Jump In!

In the beginning…
I’d like you to think back to the first time you ever stepped out on the edge of a diving board.  Can you remember the feelings that came along with it?  Perhaps some fear, anxiety, uncertainty, or maybe it was excitement and thrill.
I don’t know my exact age, but I must have been around 5 or 6 years old.  My mom was adamant about us kids learning how to swim and so we would drive out to the KOA each week.  We spent most of our time in the shallow end, but down there at the other end of the pool, down there in the dreaded “deep end” there was a diving board; that ominous, threatening, evil board.  Just the look of it kept me from venturing to that end of the pool.
But the time came, as part of my lesson; I had to jump off of that board.  I was pretty sure my life was soon to end.  So, I said my goodbyes to my family and headed to the board.  There was a 2 or 3 step ladder that you had to climb up on.  And so I did that, I climbed up onto the board, and I walked out.  I think now its only two feet above the water, but I’m pretty sure that day they had the board raised up to about 200 feet.

I’m 6 years old, I’m standing there, and I start to feel weird.  I start getting dizzy and nauseous and sick to my stomach.  At that point it became perfectly clear to me, “I was going to die!”  I wanted to turn around and run away, never to look upon that evil board again.  But everyone started to encourage me.  “You can do it, jump in, just jump in, its fun!”  I couldn’t imagine how plunging to my death off a 200 foot high board was fun, but I caved to peer pressure.  With butterflies in my stomach and other things I couldn’t even describe, I jumped.
Then something miraculous happened.  I didn’t die.  I didn’t drown.  I didn’t even pass out.  It was strange because I actually thought it was fun.  In fact, it was so fun, that I had to climb right back up on the board and jump off again…and again…and again…and again.  I mean this was great!  Or course, had I never jumped off the board, I would never have known how fun it was, what a rush it was, I had to jump in.  There are some things in life that you just don’t know how good they are until you just jump in.

King David tells us in one of his psalms “taste and see that the Lord is good, blessed is the man who trusts in Him!” (Psalm 34:8 NKJV).  The task given to Israel was to attract other nations to God.  When they put their faith in Him, God would abundantly bless them.  He was saying, “Try it out, see how good things can really be.”  Taste and see the blessings God provides.  Just jump in and see what happens.
Sowing by serving is just the element to taste and see, to jump in and see what God does.  Blessings do spring forth from such a simple act.  A member of our outreach board, Jay Lemke, is going to tell you how after jumping in through sowing by serving, God provided the blessing.

JAY LEMKE (sowing by serving success story)

You see, God does provide us with blessings if we are only willing to jump in, to taste and see that the Lord is good.  But I’ve stood here before, and you’ve listened, and I know that many of us are on that diving board, and we’d like to jump in, but like Kevin McFarland in the skit, we find many reasons to back off.  To walk back down the ladder and never jump off the board, whether its fear, a TV show, or the people we’ll have to work with, we find our reasons.
Of course we’re not alone, even the greatest biblical heroes had their moments of doubt before jumping in.  Take Moses for example.  He led the entire nation of Israel out of slavery and to the Promised Land.  Yet, he also provides us with all of the excuses that we like to use in order to get out of jumping in and serving.
We don’t jump in because…

1) We think we’re a nobody

We all remember the story of Moses and the burning bush, but I think a lot of us tend to forget the conversation that actually went on between Moses and God.  I’d like to take a closer look at that today, and if you’d like to follow along, you can open up your Bible to Exodus chapter 3.

So the conversation really gets going in verse 10 when God asks Moses to bring the children of Israel out of Egypt.  Here is where we see the first excuse.  Moses says, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh…”  (Ex 3:11).  What Moses is saying, is that he doesn’t think he is important enough to be doing what God wants, that he’s a nobody.  “I don’t have any training, I’ve never done this before, I don’t know what to expect, surely you can’t count on me to do this, I just don’t have the skills.”  Yet what is God’s response?  “I will be with you” (3:12).
Simple and straight to the point.  God can count on you; you do have the skills, why, because He is with you.  Paul does say, “If God if for us, who can be against us?”  (Romans 8:31).  That’s a good question.  God has given us the Holy Spirit to be with us every step of the way, “nothing can separate us from the love of God” (Romans 8:38-39).  With that, we can respond by jumping in and serving with tons of confidence, right?
2) People might ask me questions

Well, if you happened to answer that question with a no, you’re still not alone.  Because Moses was also not happy with God’s answer, he went to God again and said, “ok so you’ll be with me, that’s great, but what if they ask me questions about you?”  I know this one keeps some of us from jumping in; the fear that people might ask us some questions.
I think the real fear is that we don’t think we will be able to answer the questions good enough.  We feel that what we say wont do God justice and it would be better if we didn’t say anything at all.  This is how Moses felt.  That if they asked about God, he wouldn’t be able to answer them.  Yet God answers Moses question.  In verses 14-22 of chapter 3, God gives a detailed account of what Moses is to do when they ask questions.  To put it in simple terms.  God tells Moses, “I will provide the answers for you.”

This reminds me of what Jesus told his disciples in Luke.  He said, “Don’t worry about defending yourselves—what you’ll say or how you’ll say it.  The right words will be there.  The Holy Spirit will give you the right words when the time comes.”  (Luke 12:11-12 NKJV).
We all fear that we won’t know what to say, but it’s not an excuse.  We have the Holy Spirit inside of us, ready to provide the answers.  And in Sowing by Serving, the hardest question you’re going to get is this, “Where is your church located, I don’t think I’ve seen it?”

3) People might not believe me

So now we know that God will be with us as we serve Him, and we also know that He will tell us what to say.  You’d think this would be enough for us to jump in off that diving board.  Well, for Moses it wasn’t.  He had some more excuses up his sleeve.  In the beginning of chapter 4 it says, “Then Moses answered and said, “But suppose they will not believe me or listen to my voice…” (Ex 4:1 NKJV).
I’ve found myself using this excuse.  “They won’t believe me anyways, what’s the point?”  For some reason, most of us Christians get the idea in our head, that we are required to make somebody believe.  That somehow, if we don’t present the story well enough, or if we don’t use the rights words, then the person will never believe what we say.
Well I’ve got some news, we don’t have to do anything, except tell them the Gospel.  Take a look at Moses.  After Moses gave this third excuse God went through a series of miracles with him.  What was the point of these miracles?  It was God’s way of saying, “Hey, you do the talking, I’ll take care of getting them to believe.  Just leave it to me”
Whenever we tell the simple Gospel Message to someone, we put it in God’s hands.  Our friend Paul explains it like this, he says, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel…it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16).  It is the power of God.  That’s right, the Gospel is power.  The power to change people’s lives.

Leave it to God to make them believe, we’re here to tell the story and show God’s love.

4) I’m too ______
Wow, by now Moses for sure should be ready dive in and start serving God.  Yet, he thinks of something.  He says, “but God, I don’t talk well…I stutter and stammer too much” (Ex 4:10).  So this is our fourth excuse.  I call it the “I’m too” excuse.  Here’s how it works.  I’m too shy, I’m too quiet, I’m too busy, too outgoing, too short, too obnoxious, too stupid, too smart, too tired.  You can fill in the blank with whatever word you’d like, we’ve all got one.

We all seem to find something wrong with the way we are made.  Something that gets in the way of us serving.  As though we have to be a perfect specimen in order to truly tell others about God.  But this is a great response that God gives Moses and us.  He says, “Who made you?  Who makes some mute, some deaf, some with sight, some blind?  Isn’t it I, God?  So, get going, I’ll be right there with you” (Ex 4:11-12).
We tell God we can’t because we’re too shy and God says, I know, but I don’t need you, I want you, just as you are.  God is telling us, “look, I made you, I know what’s wrong with you, and that’s exactly how I want you, so come and help me.  I don’t need you, I want you.”

God made us how we are, and that is exactly how he wants us to serve Him.  You can’t be too anything, there’s always something to do when we are out there serving God.

5) Send somebody else

At this point, how could Moses make anymore excuses?  So far God has taken each one and squashed it.  I really do think at this point, Moses had run out of ideas, because his last excuse sounds like a little kid complaining.  Verse 13 says this, “Please! Send somebody else!” (Ex 4:13).  Can’t you see it, he throws a little temper tantrum, “I don’t want to go, make somebody else do it, so-and –so doesn’t have to, how come I do?”
Sound familiar?  So maybe we don’t actually act like that, but we might think it.  Or we say to ourselves, somebody else will do it, they don’t need me.  To this God’s response is very simple.  He says, “No, I have chosen you.”  Jesus tells us the exact same thing, he says, “remember; I chose you, and put you in the world to bear fruit” (John 15:16).
Remember God doesn’t need us, he wants us, he wants you, to bear fruit in the world.  To serve Him.

At the end…

What if Jesus had decided to use these excuses to get out of the cross?  We’d be in a world of hurt, literally.  We would have no hope.  But Jesus didn’t use these excuses, he didn’t use any.  He jumped in; he answered God’s call and died on that cross.  Because he did this, the fact that we make excuses is forgiven.  The fact that we don’t always answer what God wants us to do is forgiven.  All because Jesus went to the cross.

I’m sure many of you here today are standing on that diving board.  Not knowing whether you want to jump into serving.  Its scary, there’s some butterflies, and you’ve never done it.  God tells us to taste and see, I’m telling you to try it.  There are so many blessings that come from sharing God’s love with others.  Jay spoke of one instance and there so many beyond that.
I encourage you to set aside what ever lies in the way and jump in, taste and see that the Lord is good.  Join us on one of the 7 sowing by serving activities we have for this August.  Blessed is the man who trusts in Him.”

May the God peace fill you with the courage to go out and share His love with others around you.  In Jesus name, Amen.
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