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The Word Made Flesh

John 1:1-14

The day has finally arrived!  All of the preparing, decorating, shopping, singing that has gone on for the past month has been focusing us on this very day.  This day when God choose to come down and live as a human right along side of us.  We all of course know the Christmas story, so instead of me retelling it, I’m going to give you the story I found as told by 5 year old Sharon.

"She was five, sure of the facts, and recited them with slow solemnity, convinced every word was revelation. She said, "They were so poor they had only peanut butter and jelly sandwiches to eat and they went a long way from home without getting lost. The lady rode a donkey, the man walked, and the baby was inside the lady. They had to stay in a stable with an ox and an ass (hee-hee), but the Three Rich Men found them because a star lighted the roof. Shepherds came and you could pet the sheep but not feed them. Then the baby was borned. And do you know who he was?" Her quarter eyes inflated to silver dollars. "The baby was God." And she jumped in the air, whirled around, dove into the sofa and buried her head under the cushion, which is the only proper response to the Good News of the Incarnation."

That’s the way Sharon explains Jesus coming into our lives.  There are different ways of telling this wonderful event.  Sharon has her way and John the author of our Gospel reading has his way.  Both do an excellent job of saying the same thing.  Jesus is both God and human.  Sharon exclaims “the baby is God,” John exclaims, “The Word became flesh and lived among us.”  Same things, both are Christmas!

But I know what some of you might be thinking, and I know this, because I’ve thought it many times myself, ‘why in the world does John have to speak to us in this lengthy riddle?  Why didn’t he just say the baby was God?  He would have saved a lot of paper.’  Perhaps, yes, but John also does an excellent job of detailing just who this little baby in a manger really is.  So let’s back up, before the Word becomes flesh and try to figure out what John is telling us.  Where should we go?  Why don’t we start at the beginning.  John tells us, “in the beginning was the Word.”

Ok, well that doesn’t make much more sense.  To help us better understand this, let’s take a look at that word, ‘Word’.  In Greek it is logos) it can also mean a message.  So this verse could say, ‘in the beginning, God had a message’ or ‘God had something to say.’  I realize this is a loose translation, but let’s go with it for a moment.  While we’re at it, let’s use our imaginations a bit.  You’re God.

You’re God and from the beginning of time you’ve had this message you want to bring to the people.  It’s extremely important and it’s vital that they hear it; how would you bring this message to the people of the world?

Perhaps we could write it in the sky, that way everybody would see it.  Of course as soon as you did that most people would just wonder how it was done, where’s the technology or special effects?  Or perhaps we could put it on the internet or broadcast on international TV, all the stations, but with all those sitcoms and reality shows out there, it’d probably get lost in the shuffle.

Hmm, what if we just moved into the neighborhood and told everybody we know.  No special effects, just one on one conversation.  Wow!  What a novel idea.  Of course, that’s exactly what God did.  God had this Word, something to give to the human race, and he gave it to us by moving in next door, so he could be with us and talk to us.  That is the Word becoming flesh.  That is Jesus Christ, Christmas Day marks the time we celebrate that moment when God came down to live with us.

The Word is God

Now when I said this Word was a message or something God wanted to say, I really didn’t do it any justice.  You see the Word is more than a means of communication, the Word is God.  It’s much more than a name to associate with God or Jesus.  It is a word which includes all the reason and power in the universe, all the wisdom that exists in the universe, it is the meaning of the universe.  John is telling us that all creation and all it’s meaning exist in this one person called Jesus.  You see when John wrote, “the Word was God,” he was saying a lot more than little Sharon did when she said, “the baby was God.”

John is saying that Jesus is the creator of the universe.  “All things were made through him.”  The center of the earth to the farthest reaches of outer space.  What we hear, see and think.  It’s all there because Jesus made it.

But it goes beyond that, Jesus is not this craftsman who simply created life and than went on to work on another project.  No, Jesus is life.  John explains, “In Him is life, and that light is the light of all people.”  I’m sure you’ve all heard that common phrase, “get a life!”  Well from this point on I’d like to officially change that phrase to “get Jesus!”  If you don’t have Jesus, you don’t have a life.  That’s a simple statement with an extremely powerful and in your face message.

Now I know people will say that’s not what makes a life.  Our friends, family, co-workers tell us verbally and non-verbally that life is equal to success.  Of course what I mean is occupation, income and status.  We like to think these things are life.  That these are where we find our meaning, our purpose, and our strength.  The newer car, the most balanced golf club, a higher profit this quarter.  Oh yes, we like to think this is what makes life worth living.

While these things are all wonderful gifts from God, there not mentioned in the Bible.  Jesus is.  Jesus is life.

The Word is human

Of course Jesus also had to deal with pressure of life being based on success.  That’s what is so awesome about that phrase, “The Word became flesh.”  It means the Word is human.  Jesus, this creator of the universe and all that is in it is a human.  He came into our neighborhood and lived with us.

This of course is shown in our Christmas celebration.  All the power of the universe, tiny little baby.  I always think it’s strange to ponder that.  Our Master, our God, had to be burped and have his diapers changed.  He had to learn how to walk and he had to learn how to talk.  It would have been interesting to see how he handled those ‘terrible 2s’.

The Bible pretty much jumps from Jesus’ birth to his ministry in his 30’s.  But it is important to realize that Jesus’ developed and grew up the same as any one of us.  Some may ask why is this so important?  Does it really matter?  Well in order for us to be brought back to God, somebody that’s not guilty of disobeying him has to take the punishment.  That way those who are guilty are cleared.  Hmm, is this something you could do?  Is this something I could do?  No, definitely not.  There needed to be human being that was perfect, no sin.  So we have Jesus, all the power of the universe, tiny little baby.

The author of Hebrews explains it like this, “Since we have flesh and blood, he too shared in our humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death” (Hebrews 2:14).  It goes on to later to say this familiar phrase “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).  That is the Word made flesh.  That is the meaning behind the Word dwelling among us.

Jesus was confronted with the temptations we have.  He was no stranger to sadness and sorrow.  He suffered emotional and physical pain.  He was exactly the same as you and me, except he had no sin.

John says all of this in those first 14 verses of the gospel.

The Word is You

He has told us the Word made flesh is God, the Word is human, the word is also you.  I spoke earlier about how Jesus is life, and we only find life through him.  We find life in Jesus because he is alive in us.  He is a part of us.  He is the light that shines in the darkest part of our lives.

But John also tells us, “He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.”  Perhaps this explains why our society has become so anxious.  International problems threaten our security and our economy; depression threatens our stability.  There’s alcoholism, emotional and mental illness, and skyrocketing broken marriages.  Perhaps this stems from Jesus came to his own, but they did not receive him.

But this only shows the importance of the Word and how the Word can be part of who we are.  John tells us, in him is life.  In him alone is life.  At times we try to structure and make life ourselves, but that is letting darkness in, and we, as John says, are children of light.  Your life is only found when the Word is in you.

For Christians, this is the good news exciting not only today at Christmas, but everyday.  The good news is the Word becoming flesh and dwelling in you.  We have the joy of experiencing the touch of Jesus as the word, entering into our lives.  Christmas is the good news of the magnificence of God coming to us through birth and life.  Through suffering, death and resurrection.

John ends his text by saying, “We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  The grace and truth is this:  The word became flesh.  God, all-powerful and creator of all things became human to rescue us from the darkness of our world.  And he now lives in and through you.  That is the Word became flesh; that is Christmas.

May the God of peace, who destroyed the darkness, equip you with everything good for doing his will, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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