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         Lent 1
Tapping untapped miracles: the 24/7 church
[Daniel 6:1-28 NLT]

In the beginning…

It’s exhausting trying to lead a double life…

trying to live with two different identities.

The gay community makes this point

as it forces our nation to come to grips with its agenda.

Several years ago, Ellen Degeneres – the TV comedienne – 


evoked controversy when she “came out of the closet”.

She declared that she was as gay as the character she played in her sitcom.

During a subsequent interview with Time magazine, she said:

“This has been a most freeing experience.


I don’t have to worry about somebody saying something about me…


a reporter trying to find out secret information

As soon as I made the decision, I lost weight…my skin cleared up.”
I am not endorsing homosexuality as a lifestyle.

I am merely emphasizing the strain of living a lie –

the strain that comes when an individual behaves one way in one setting,



and a completely different way in another.

I, in fact, feel sorry for anyone who does that…


who tries to live with two different identities.

It can be exhausting!

You probably know people who are leading such a double life,


not in the gay community…



but in the Christian community.

I’m referring to people who appear to act one way on Sunday morning…

and then quite differently during the week.

To observe someone like this is almost like watching two people.

You know at least one of those two people is living a lie.

And – as I said – trying to live with two different identities 

places such an individual under intense strain. 

Is that why so many of us are tired all the time?

Please don’t misunderstand me.

I’m not talking about intentional hypocrites.

From my observation of Christianity in this culture,


card-carrying members of the hypocritical party are rare.

I’m thinking instead about the large number of people who worship regularly.

You know, people like you and me.

If trying to lead a double life is our problem…

If living with two separate identifies is making us tired



-- and who’s to say it isn’t? --




God has a simple solution…a simple remedy for our exhaustion.

It’s called the “24/7 church”.

The 24/7 church

No, God isn’t asking us 
to keep the doors open and lights burning around the clock.

Remember: to God, this building is not the church;


you and I are.

What is it that children sing?


“I am the church.  You are the church.  We are the church together.”

And together we are to be a 24/7 church.

Not a Sunday morning sensation…


not a 7/11 operation, providing service only part of the time –



we are called to live as God’s people around the clock!

Do you remember what Jesus said?


If any of you wants to be my follower,…shoulder your cross daily, and follow me. 

Luke 9:23]
1) Come out of the closet
God has a message for all of his tired troops this morning.
“Come out of the closet!” he says;


“Come out…and stay out!



Be consistent!  Act like one of my children 24/7!”

But God not only gives us a message;


he also provides a model for this message –



a man named Daniel…




a Jew who, 3000 years ago, was captured in Jerusalem





and taken to live in far away Babylon.

However, to better understand what Daniel did,


let’s imagine him living,

not in Babylon long ago, but in Iran or Iraq today.
Let’s imagine Daniel, then, as a Christian captured by Muslims.

Because Dan is a man of considerable talent,


he is worth more alive than dead.
Perhaps that explains why the Muslim leaders plan an “extreme make-over”.
They give him a Muslim name…


but that does not make him a Muslim.

They immerse him in Islamic studies…


but that does not make him a follower of Islam.

They prepare a special Muslim diet for him,

but he declines the offer.

They ask him to interpret life from an Islamic point of view,

but he continues to embrace a Christian world-view

They insist that he bow down and pray to Allah five times a day,

but – in full view of everyone – he prays to the Lord three times a day.
Even the leader of the land has to admit that Dan has a different God…


and that he follows this God 24/7.

Your God, he tells Dan, …you worship continually.  [Daniel 6:16]
If Aljazeera sent a crew to film Dan’s life for 48 hours, 


the entire Arab world would see 



that he adapted well to life in an Islamic country…




that he lived peaceably with his Muslim neighbors…





but he just didn’t live like them. 

What would the Arab world see 

if Aljazeera filmed 48 hours of your life…or mine?
If they would see us singing in church on Sunday morning…

they may hear that old gospel song, “O Jesus, I have promised”;


they may listen to us rejecting what that song calls
“the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear”
But what would the viewers see on Monday?
Would they see a connection 

between what we sang on Sunday and what we do on Monday?

Would they see us changing channels on TV as “Sex in the City” started?
Would they observe us turning off the radio when Howard Stern came on?

Or if the Arab world listened to our pastor’s sermon,

they may hear him urging us to make wise choices based on God’s word.

But what would they see on Monday?

Would they see a connection to Sunday?

Would they see us choosing to be honest,


even as others in the Spanish class are cheating on the vocabulary quiz?

Would they see us choosing to drive past the pub 

so we could spend more time with our family after work?

Folks, I submit that, if there is a strong connection 

between what happens on Sunday and who we are the rest of the week,

there will be vitality in our lives.

However, the less those two “worlds” relate,


the more tired we will feel.

We will be squandering much of our energy trying to lead a double life.
Daniel, as a member of the 24/7 church, was very energetic.
Because his book is so brief – only 12 chapters –

we assume that he lived a short life;

we always picture him as a young man.

Daniel, though, outlived several kings…and reached a ripe old age.
Read his book…and you quickly learn that

as a pimply teen-ager or a wrinkled senior citizen,


he had what an old Geritol ad called “vim, vigor and vitality”. 
Could it be, then, that God’s promise is true?
that those who wait – never give up – on the Lord will find new strength.  They will fly high on wings like eagles.  They will run and not grow weary.  They will walk and not faint.  [Isaiah 40:31].
Daniel’s lifestyle as a 24/7 believer not only energized himself;

it also energized those around him.
A few people, of course, ridiculed him,


but most revered him.

Did you know that even a king and queen were turned on – not off – by his lifestyle?
A king turned to Daniel for help,

because he could see – as he told Daniel –

that the spirit of the holy gods is in you. [Daniel 4:18]
A queen urged another king to rely on Daniel,
again because this man had within him the spirit of the holy gods. [Daniel 5:11]
Again, could it be that God’s promise is true?

that, as Jesus said, 

if you let your good deeds shine out for all to see,

…everyone will praise your heavenly Father? [Matthew 5:16]
Oh! and let’s not forget this: 
that, because Daniel lived as God’s child 24/7,



he also experienced a miracle in his life.
He never appeared as a menu item at the local lion’s club.
The Lord protected him…

kept him off the table as he kept the lions’ mouth shut.

One more time, could God’s promise be true?
A pastor named Paul assures us that it is.

At the end of his life, he admitted to being a 24/7 believer.

He said: 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful.

[2 Timothy 4:7]
The result?  Just like Daniel!

The pastor’s final words were:

And the Lord will deliver me from every evil attack and will bring me safely to his heavenly kingdom. [2 Timothy 4:18]
Folks, if you want more energy yourself,


if you want to inspire and energize others,



if you want to possibly experience a miracle in your life as Daniel did,



then do what Daniel did…





become part of the 24/7 church.

To do that, though, 

you and I may need to change our understanding of the church.
When someone asks, “Where is your church?”


how do you answer?

Would you reply: “It’s off highway 36, in the city of Grant”?
Did you know that is a very incomplete answer…


and not only because this building can be so hard to find.

Where’s your church and mine?
I think it all depends on when you answer that question.
On Sunday, we gather in this sanctuary.

But come Monday, the church scatters.

Then you’ll find our church

in a lab or at the office…


in a school or at a restaurant.

You’ll also find our church


on an airplane, under a car, near the kitchen sink.

You may even find our church in a pub.

That, my friends, was the mindset of Daniel;


and that is the mindset of any person who belongs to the 24/7 church.



As I mentioned, you and I may need to change our minds about our church;

we also may need to change our minds about our ministry.

When someone asks, “What do you do at the church?”


how do you answer?

Would you reply: 

“I’m a member of the welcome team…

I teach Sunday School…

I go out and ‘sow by serving’ on Saturday”?

Again, that is a very incomplete answer.

Where’s your ministry and mine?

Much of mine may be confined to this building;


but yours certainly isn’t .
Come Monday, your ministry is 

building homes, teaching children, 

waiting on tables, changing diapers,


typing letters, selling products --



you name it…yes, you name it.

Sure, a company employs you and some turkey supervises you,


but never forget that – whatever you do – your CEO is Jesus Christ.

Do you remember what Pastor Paul told us?
Work hard and cheerfully at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for people.  Remember that…the Master you are serving is Christ. [Colossians 3:23-24]
Again, that was the mindset of Daniel;


and that is the mindset of any person who belongs to the 24/7 church.
People sit up and take notice of individuals with that kind of a mindset.
They noticed what Daniel did;


they’ll notice what you do.

Does that trouble you…


that people will notice what you do?

I can almost hear you thinking:


“Gee, I can’t even control my tongue on Sunday.



I can hardly make it through a day without getting angry.”

Folks, this is the best part.

The 24/7 church is not for perfect people;


it’s for pardoned people.

Let me say that again:


the 24/7 church is not for perfect people;



it’s for pardoned people.

We don’t follow Jesus as a model who shows us how we should live.

We cling to him as a Savior who died that we could live.

Because of what Jesus did on a cross,


you and I are free…



free to admit – before everyone -- that we fail…




free also to acknowledge – again, in front of all – that we are forgiven.

In fact, if you or I pretend to be something we are not

-- if we pretend to be perfect --


we’ll find ourselves leading a double life, won’t we?
We’ll also find ourselves weary,

having wasted much of our energy on trying to achieve the impossible.


2)  Play the game
How can you and I – as an old gospel song urges us – “be a Daniel”?
How can we change our minds about our church and our ministry?
How can we come out of the closet 

and start living as members of the 24/7 church?

An old saying goes:


“What’s learned with pleasure is learned full measure.”

If you really want to acquire the mindset of a 24/7 believer then,


I suggest you begin by playing a game.

It’s called the “To, through and talk about” game.

This game has three simple rules.

Rule number one: “To”

Look for ways – in settings other than Sunday morning –

that God speaks to you.

Remember: God wants to communicate with you.

So listen…and you will hear him speaking to you


Perhaps as you pray, 
while reading a book, 
when listening to the radio,

during a conversation with a friend, 
after someone does you a favor.
Then every evening – from Monday through Saturday –


write down one time when God spoke to you.

Rule number two: “Through”.

Look for ways – again in settings other than Sunday morning –


that God ministers through you.
Remember: God is intent on using you to touch other people.
So look…and you may see him helping others as you


listen to a friend’s troubles,



pray with a sick relative, 




call an acquaintance who is lonely,





show patience with your neighbor,






go out of your way to be gracious to a grump.

Again, every evening from Monday through Saturday,


write down one instance when God worked through you.
What happens when you start playing the game…

when you begin to follow rules one and two…



when you look for ways that God speaks to you and works through you?

I submit that you will discover that God is real…

that he is involved in your life outside of this church building…



that he is with you 24/7.

I also suspect that this discovery will excite you…even energize you.

But you won’t be able to prove me wrong unless you play the game.

Last but not least – rule number three: “Talk about”.

As you discover how God is speaking to you and working through you,


talk about your experiences with someone else.
Share with them how your faith – your life as a Christian –


is spilling out of Sunday and into Monday, Tuesday…even Saturday.

Tell them how you enjoy gathering as a church on Sunday,


but how you also delight in discovering how the church works when it is scattered.

What happens when you do that…


when you follow the third rule…



when you talk about the ways God speaks to you and works through you?

I know I get excited when I hear you telling me about your experiences with God:

what he says to you…



how he works through you to reach other people.

I believe others would have the same reaction…

that they, too, would be energized by what you say.

In fact, I suspect that,

 if you and I would make it a habit 
of telling each other what God is doing in our lives,



this little church would just explode with energy!

But you won’t be able to prove me wrong unless you play the game…


unless you follow all three rules of the game.

At the end…
At the end, I’d like to go back to the beginning.

The gay community…

The gay community isn’t all that large.

Research reveals that they comprise only 4% of the population.
But they have dared to “come out of the closet”


and, consequently, exercise considerable influence in our culture today.
The Christian community…

The Christian community is at least ten times larger.

Research reveals that we comprise more than 40% of the population.

But research also reveals that our influence in the culture is waning.

Maybe…

maybe it is time 

for all of us to finally “come out of the closet” too.

Remember what children sing?

We need to add one more line to their song:


“I am the church.


You are the church.


We are the church together.


And we are the church 24/7.”
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