12 March 2006








         Lent 2
Tapping untapped miracles: Christian hospitality
[Luke 10:38-42 NLT]

In the beginning…

Do you remember the Waltons?
The family included John and Olivia Walton, 

their 7 children and John’s aging parents.

They were the stars of a television series 

that entertained audiences in the 70’s.

Do you remember the Baldwin sisters?

They were the mildly demented women who lived near the Waltons.
The door of the Baldwin sisters’ home was never locked to neighbors in need.

Their hospitality seemed to have no limits.

Neither did the remedy they touted as a cure-all.

Papa’s recipe -- 


it could warm your cockles and cool your heels at the same time.

Papa’s recipe was the centerpiece of the sister’s hospitality.

Papa’s recipe was also a secret.
The sisters shared it with no one.

This morning, I want to share a secret recipe with you –


at least, a recipe that seems to be a secret among Christians today.
But it is a recipe that can help Christians battle burnout in their lives.

The recipe for hospitality.
Hospitality?
What on earth is that?

Well we might ask.

It is becoming extinct in our culture.
Did you read about Jim and Linda Onan?

This Illinois couple made the news 

when they built a 7000 square foot pyramid,


covered it with gold-plate,



then surrounded it with a moat




that Jim plans to stock with sharks.

An extreme example?  Yes!

But highly symbolic of our desire to live in private luxury,


undisturbed by others.

So what is hospitality?

In the Bible – in God’s word to us – 


“hospitality” is the English translation of a Greek word: φιλοχενια…


“lover of strangers”.

A lover of strangers.
For followers of Jesus, such love does not appear to be an option.

A pastor named Paul says:


Practice hospitality  [Romans 12:13 NIV]
A man called Peter adds:


Offer hospitality…without grumbling.  [1 Peter 4:9 NIV]
This morning, then, I want to share the recipe for hospitality with you –


as I said, a recipe that seems to be a secret today.

but a recipe that can help us battle burnout in our lives.

We discover this secret recipe

when we look through window of a house owned by two sisters --

not the Baldwin sisters of the 20th century,

but two gals named Mary and Martha in the 1st century.

As we look and listen to what happens in their house,

we learn that the recipe for Christian hospitality has only two ingredients.

The recipe for hospitality

1) Open home
To dish up some hospitality,


you – first of all – need an open home.
Look through the window of Mary and Martha’s house,

and you see Jesus.

Jesus – 

who was rejected in his home-town of Nazareth…


who was reviled in the capital city of Jerusalem –



this Jesus was welcome in the home of Mary and Martha.

He could always go there for a lift and a laugh.

Look again through the window of the sisters’ house,


listen closely to the conversation,



and you discover what it means to open your home.

Look first at what Martha is doing:
Martha was worrying over the big dinner she was preparing. [Luke 11:40]
I suspect that she had already dusted, swept and polished.

Now she was slaving over a hot 1st century stove.
And, as the lamb roast sizzled, Martha started to boil.

Next, listen to what Martha is saying:

“Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits there while I do all the work?” [Luke 10:40]
Now hear Jesus’ response:

“My dear Martha, you are so upset over all the details!”[Luke 10:41]
So concerned about the details…
Aren’t we all whenever we think of hosting a get-together…

especially a spontaneous gathering?

Is that why we hesitate to do it? 

The house –


it’s too small; there simply isn’t enough room;

it needs a good cleaning first;

the furniture is so old.

The food –


I’m not a good cook; there’s nothing in the fridge; what can I serve?



and the dishes…oh my gosh, they’re plastic.

For such concerns, Jesus once called Martha on the carpet…

probably a dust-free carpet, too.
“My dear Martha…” he said, 
“you are so upset over all the details!  There is really only one thing worth being concerned about.”  [Luke 10:41-42]
Why the rebuke?

Because Martha, it appears, was entertaining.

She focused on her clever decorating, her gourmet cooking.
She wanted everything to be just right.

She wanted to impress Jesus.

Karen Mains, in her book entitled Open heart, open home,


claims that the motive for much entertaining today is such a need to impress.
Perhaps that explains why God – in his word – 

never asks you and me to entertain others;


he only urges us to practice hospitality…




and to offer (this) hospitality…without grumbling.
Search the Scriptures, folks –

 you’ll never find God telling us to impress others in our homes;


you’ll only find him telling us to express…

express love to others.

What was it that Jesus once said? 

When you put on a luncheon or a dinner, don’t invite your friends, relatives and rich neighbors.  For they will repay you by inviting you back.  Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind….those who cannot repay you.  [Luke 14:12-14]
Why, then, does Jesus tell us not to sweat the details…


to simply open our homes and express love to strangers in need?

Ah, isn’t that just what he has done for us?

We were not born a child of God.

We, in fact, had estranged ourselves from the Father in heaven.
We embraced a lifestyle that was foreign to the Father.
Yet Jesus – when he died and rose again –

threw open the doors of the Father’s house
and welcomed strangers…welcomed us.
In my Father’s house, he tells us, there are many rooms…

I am preparing a place for you.  [John 14:2 NIV]
He, of course, reminds that us that he is the way…

that no one can come to the Father except through me. [John 14:6]
But to all of us who follow Jesus as the way, we find

that the doors to the Father’s house are always open 

and a place in the Father’s house is always prepared.

God has opened his home to strangers like you and me.
Now he asks us to open our homes to other strangers.

Don’t worry!  Our homes may never be ready for entertaining;

but they can always be ready for hospitality.
For in an open home, 
people more important than polished floors and proper food.
And in an open home,


people can be served at a picnic table or beside a ladder and empty paint cans.

Is there a need for such open homes in our culture?
Mother Teresa once said:

“The biggest disease today is not leprosy or tuberculosis,


but rather the feeling of being unwanted, uncared for.


And the greatest evil is the lack of love.”

In such a world then


-- in such an inhospitable world --



an open home is a miracle to be shared.

2)  Open heart
If you want to dish out some hospitality then,

an open home is the first ingredient.

An open heart is the second.
Look once more through the window 

and into the open home of Mary and Martha

Listen again to the conversation


and you discover what it means to open your heart.
This time, focus on what Mary is doing:

Mary sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he said. [Luke 11:39]
Uh! Mary doesn’t seem to be doing anything.

After she opened her home to Jesus,

she opened the way for Jesus to talk.

She merely listened.

How did Jesus feel about this?
Listen to what he said:

“There is really only one thing worth being concerned about.  Mary has discovered it.
Luke 10:42]
Jesus didn’t call Mary on the carpet;

he rolled out the red carpet for her.

He applauded her for listening…listening to him.

Mary, it appears, was an engaging conversationalist.

Do you know anyone who can carry a conversation?

I mean really carry it…


and never set it down for anyone else to pick up!

Some people talk…and keep talking,


not only to express, but again to impress.

Great conversationalists, though, rarely do most of talking.
Instead they listen.

Oh! they may ask a few questions,


but then they listen.

You know how you feel when you meet someone like that…


someone who is genuinely interested in you…

someone who asks questions about you and your life…



someone who listens to what you say.

Well, Jesus felt just as loved as you do

when Mary listened to him.

No wonder he appreciated what Mary was doing.
When Mary sat at the Lord’s feet, listening,

she discovered the second ingredient in the recipe for hospitality.
Have you made that discovery yet?
Have you learned to listen to others?

Jesus wants us to learn that lesson.
Through his brother James, he tells us:


My dear brothers and sisters, be quick to listen, slow to speak. [James 1:19]
Why is Jesus so concerned that we listen to others?
Again, isn’t that what he does in our lives?
He, in fact, longs to hear from us.
Again and again, he urges us to speak with him.

Over and over, he promises to listen.

This is just a sampler:


If my people, who are called by my name…pray…, then I will hear from heaven.  

[2 Chronicles 7:14]

The Lord hears his people when they call to him for help.  [Psalm 34:17]

While they are still speaking, I will hear. [Isaiah 65:24]

His ears are open to…prayers  [1 Peter 3:12]
Why is Jesus so intent on listening to the likes of you and me?
Because he’s opened the Father’s house to us.

We’re family…and he’s genuinely interested in us.

What Jesus does for us…

well, that’s what he wants us to do for others.

He wants us to listen as they tell us what is on their hearts.

Just listen?

Yes, just listen.

Isn’t it good to know that we don’t have to be the “life of party”?

If we don’t know how to make small talk…

if we’re terrible at telling jokes…

if we can’t remember stories,

don’t worry!  we can still offer hospitality…


we can still listen.

We only need to arm ourselves with a few good questions,

then sit back and listen…



listen as others tell you about themselves.

Open ears are more important than open mouths


for people who have open hearts.

Is there a need for such open ears in our culture?

What do you think?
Speak with marriage counselors.

Let them tell you how much time they spend


helping couples learn to listen to each other.

Read the family research reports.

Learn how little time parents – on average – spend 

listening to their children.

Even within the family, we’re not hearing what others say.

God only knows what’s happening in the world outside.

In such a world then


-- in such a “deaf” world --



open ears and open hearts are miracles to be shared.

At the end…
An open home…


an open heart –



that’s all you need to dish up some Christian hospitality.

Hospitality…
Hospitality, you know, includes the word “hospital”.

A hospital is a caring place


where healing is dispensed one person at a time.
The doors are always unlocked.
You are never alone;

someone will always listen to your concerns.

Today, God is calling us to make our homes


hospitals of his love to people in our church and community.

He is asking us to create space in our cluttered lives


so that his love and healing can be dispensed through us.

How will we respond to his call?
Will we – at least once before we celebrate Easter this year –


open our home and our heart to someone else?
Will we allow God to love another person through us?

Why not ask God this week


whom he wants you to invite to your home?

That invitation may be the means 

that God uses to rescue someone he loves, but who feels unloved.

That invitation may also be the means


that God uses to rescue you from the doldrums.

Remember: at the beginning, 

I said that the recipe for hospitality is a remedy…


a remedy that can help folks like you and me 

battle the burnout in our lives.

How, you ask, does that work?

I feel that a little known theologian named Chi Chi Rodriguez 
has given the best answer.

He once said:


“Takers eat well; givers sleep well.”

Did you get that?

“Takers eat well; givers sleep well.”
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