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        Lent 5
Tapping untapped miracles: talk the walk
[Joshua 1:1-9; 23:2-3,6 NLT]

In the beginning…

Garrison Keillor -- one of the better story-tellers in our culture.
Listen to his weekly radio program

-- listen to Prairie Home Companion --

and you know what I mean.

Several years ago, I thought Keillor was speaking to me when he said:


“Preaching can explain only so much.  Story-telling is required for the rest.”

Those who entertain us know the value of story-telling.

So do those who employ us.

Jane Dutton is a professor in the business school at the University of Michigan.
She praises business leaders who – as she says –  “create compelling stories 

that explain how the organization will move 

from its current state into what is called ‘its preferred future’.”
“A story,” she tells us,

“holds within it knowledge and hope about what is possible for everyone.”

As I prepared this message, I remembered an international firm 

that works with training departments to help businesses improve performance.
I remember them saying:

“Throwing a story into a discussion anytime, anywhere can change the energy.”

Stories generate energy.

Comedians know that;
companies understand that;

but what about Christians?
Do we see the value of story-telling?

Have you ever analyzed what we say to each other before and after worship?
We discuss today’s weather and next week’s sales.

We compare aches and pains: yours and mine.
We attempt to explain how the team can start to win…

how the government can begin to improve.

But where are the stories?

the stories of what God is doing in our lives?

Where are the stories


of how God has guided us…guarded us…even goaded us…



goaded us out of our comfort zones and on to a new journey?

Where are the stories that contain – as Jane Dutton says --
the “knowledge and hope about what is possible for everyone”?

Could our lack of stories explain our lack of enthusiasm?
Dr David Mains seems to think so.

In a little book entitled When the troops are tired,


Mains contends that if we don’t talk, we can’t walk…


if we don’t begin to tell what God is doing in our lives, 




we end up doing nothing at all with our lives.
Mains says that we become “inert”…
“inert” – a word which, according to Webster, means “without power to move”.

This morning, then, let’s learn to “talk the walk” –

That’s right! Not “walk the talk”, as we usually say…but “talk the walk”.

Let’s learn to create some energy in this place --


for ourselves as individuals…
for our church as a whole.

How?

By becoming story-tellers…


by learning to tell the tale of a God at work where you and I live. 

I’ve invited three monkeys to help us.

You’ve seem them before --

those monkeys that “hear no evil, see no evil, speak no evil”
These fellows first appeared on the façade of an ancient Japanese temple;

but they’re even older than that temple.

They can trace their origin to Chinese Buddhism.

Although many Asians see these monkeys as positive role models,

I’ll use them this morning as negative examples –



what we should not do if we want to “talk the walk”.
Talk the walk
1)  Hear (the stories of God at work in others)

The first monkey says:


“Close your ears…and hear no evil”.

But I say, 


“Open your ears…and hear the stories.


Listen to what God has done for others.




It will give you energy.”

That, too, is what God once said to Joshua.
Joshua had just been chosen as “leader of the pack”.

He had been selected to take God’s people 

across the Jordan, into the Promised Land.
And the poor guy was shaking in his sandals.

How do we know?

Three times – in their initial conversation –


God had to tell Joshua: 
Be strong and courageous…

Be strong and courageous…

I command you--be strong and courageous  [Joshua 1:6,7,9]
God, however, also told Joshua how to be strong and courageous.
God told him to remember the story of Moses…


to recall what he had done in Moses’ life.

Then he added, I will be with you as I was with Moses  [Joshua 1:5]
The rest – as they say – is history.

The story of Moses moved Joshua --


moved him to get over his fear…

get across the Jordan…

get into the Promised Land.
Leighton Ford has written a book called The Power of Story.
He tells of what happens 

whenever God’s story – spelled with a large S –



intersects with any of our stories – all spelled with a small s.

He speaks of the energy that is created 

when the two stories collide…


when God starts to make a difference in our lives.

He also speaks of the energy that is generated 

when the two stories are recounted…

when we begin to tell of the difference God has made in our lives.
The power of story.
I have seen that power released in my own home.

I have seen Carmen inspired as – every morning – she listened to a “Hero Tale”…

a true story of what God has done in the lives of other Christians.

I have seen Karen energized as she listened to the stories of Ruth Sundquist


-- the founder of the orphanage in which she grew up --



stories of how God provided all that the children needed, one day at a time.

I have seen the power of story in my own life.
Many a time I was all set to host a pity party for myself in southern China,


only to be stopped short by a story --

the story of a Matteo Ricci or a Robert Morrison,




a story of what God did in the lives of these first missionaries to China,





a story of what God could do in my life as well.

The power of story.
You can discover that power for yourself.

If you have recently become a child of God,


you don’t have to start from “square one”.

You can jump ahead several spaces 

as you listen to the stories of those who made the journey before you.

Even if you are a veteran,

you can benefit from a good story.

You enter a new battlefield of spiritual struggle


armed with the proven tactics shared by one 

who has fought the good fight before you.

Don’t close your ears and hear no evil.

Open your ears and hear the good –


all the good God has done in the lives of others…



all the good he can do in your life as well.

2)  See (your life as a story of God at work)
The second monkey says:


“Close your eyes…and see no evil”.

But I say, 


“Open your eyes…and see the story.


See what God is doing in your life.




It, too, will give you energy.”

That is what Joshua did;

he saw his life as a story of God at work.

And, at the end of his life, he told God’s people 
that they, too, had watched his story unfold.
These are some of his last words:

I am an old man now.  You have seen everything the Lord your God has done…during my lifetime. [Joshua 23:2-3]
The power of story.

The power of seeing your own life as a story of God at work.

Daniel Taylor is a doctor (PhD)

who has written a delightful book entitled The healing power of stories.
Just listen to what the good doctor prescribes:

“Seeing our lives as stories increases the possibility for having in our lives what we find in the best stories: significance and purpose.  We all want very much for it to have mattered that we were here.  Understanding my life as a story gives me better reasons than I otherwise have to live my life with optimism and courage.”

How can you and I do what the doctor says?
How can we begin to see our own lives as a story of God at work?

Just look, my friend, just look.

Look, for example, at what God has been doing just in the past few weeks.

If you’ve tapped into some of the energy sources that God has provided (cf insert cover),
what has happened?

Have you tried to find tension’s good side?

Have you tried to be a 24/7 Christian?

If you have, I suspect you’ve seen God at work.

Have you opened your home to others?
Have you opened your mind to the idea of fasting?

Again, if you have, I suspect you’ve seen God at work.

Look, too, at the questions I’ve raised.
I’ve put them on paper (cf insert) and on the projector (cf screen).

I believe these questions also can help us see what God does in our lives.

I’ll read; you review:

· If you could relive a “mountain-top spiritual experience”, which one would you choose?

· How has an individual challenged you to a deeper walk with the Lord?

· What lesson has God recently taught you?

· What is on the “cutting edge” spiritually for you at this time?

· What do you want the Lord to do through you before you die?

Don’t only look at what God did for you 2,000 years ago.
Don’t only look at how God’s son died and rose 


so that God himself could adopt you as his child.

Look also at what God is doing for you today.

Look at how he is working to help you mature as his child.

Frederick Buechner is an American author, 

now retired and living in Vermont.

He writes:

Maybe nothing is more important than that we keep track – you and I – of these stories of who we are, where we have come from, and whom we have met along the way…  (Why?)  …because it is precisely through these stories that God makes himself known to each of us most powerfully.”

So, don’t close your eyes and see no evil.

Open your eyes and see the good –


all the good that God is working in your life –



yesterday…today…and tomorrow.

3)  Speak (the story of God at work in your life)
The third monkey says:


“Close your mouth…and speak no evil”.

But I say, 


“Open your mouth…and speak.



Tell the stories of what God has done for you.




It will energize others.”

Again, isn’t this what Joshua did?
He told his story…

and believed that his story would empower others –

just as Moses’ story had energized him.

Listen once more to what he said at the end of his life:

 I am an old man now.  You have seen everything the Lord your God has done…during my lifetime. [Joshua 23:2-3]
Then he added:


So be strong!  [Joshua 23:6]
Joshua’s story has become part of God’s story –

a story which God included in his book (Bible)…



a story, then, which Joshua has shared with God’s people of every age.

Hasn’t your story – my story – also become part of God’s story?
No, God hasn’t included our stories in the Bible;

but hasn’t he included our names in his other book?

I mean: If we’ve embraced, hasn’t God engraved?

If we’ve embraced his Son as our Savior,

hasn’t God engraved our names in his “book of life”?
Isn’t our story, then, also a story to be shared?
As Leighton Ford says in his book The Power of Story:
“If you have become a part of the Story of God, 
then you have a story to share with the people of God around you.”

Our goal today is to “talk the walk”…

to tell what God is doing in your life and mine as he walks us home.
The ideal?


That you and I speak of God at work in our lives



as easily as we speak about our life at work.
Some of us may feel 
that what God is doing in our lives is too personal to share.

I submit that it’s too personal not to share

It shows what God can accomplish in the lives of an ordinary individual.
It also shows – as Professor Jane Dutton has said – “what is possible for everyone”.

What, then, is holding us back?
What do we have to fear?

If you talk about your church,


people may criticize it…



and you may not know how to counter the arguments.

If you speak of doctrine,


people may disagree with your position…



and you may not know how to defend it.

But what can they do with your story?

People cannot dispute it;


they cannot refute it.

It is, after all, your story…your own experience.

And, in our post-modern culture,


personal experience matters

Talk your walk, my friend.

Tell us what difference God has made in your life.

We long to listen,


because we need a lift.
.
So don’t close your mouth and speak no evil.

No, open your mouth and speak the good –


all the good God has done in your life



all the good he can do other’s lives as well.

At the end…
Can we go back to the beginning?

At the beginning, I mentioned a story-teller well-known in these parts;

I spoke of Garrison Keillor.

I also quoted a statement he made:


“Preaching can explain only so much.  Story-telling is required for the rest.”

Well, folks, my preaching is done;


and I’ve explained only so much.

Story-telling, then, is required for the rest.

So, what’s your story?
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