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Easter
Tapping untapped miracles: the living Lord
[1 Corinthians 15:1-11 NLT]

In the beginning…

The woman overheard the doctor say the cancer was incurable;

she gave up the struggle.

The couple felt their differences were irreconcilable;


they proceeded with the divorce.

The team trailed by 50 points at halftime;

the players just went through the motions to finish the game.

The church lost more than half its members in three years;

the faithful few who remained found it difficult to get up on Sunday mornings.

Lost causes –


they drain your energy…sap your strength.

Have you ever had your hopes dashed?
When my first wife left almost 20 years ago,


I lost my family, my fortune, my future.

What, I wondered, would I do?


Why should I go on? 

That was one of my experiences;


what’s yours?

What let the air out of your bubble?

Let me guess…

You picked three colleges,

but none of them picked you.

You did everything you could to save the marriage,

but your spouse preferred to play.

You tried to stop smoking, quit drinking, control your temper,


but the demon refused to be tamed.
Lost causes –


they drain your energy…sap your strength.

A band of men once planned and prepared to change the world.

For three years, their leader had trained them for the task.

Then something went terribly wrong.

The leader was branded a rebel


and bundled off to a kangaroo court.

Within hours, he was dead…

and their hopes were dashed.

But then a rumor was heard.
Soon the rumors became reports.

The reports were so numerous that they were considered as evidence.

Finally, all the evidence became proof.

Over 500 people saw what had happened.

The rebel had returned.

Jesus Christ was alive.

Most gangs and some governments believe 

that you can eliminate your enemies by killing them.
Simply get some goons to get rid of the guy.

But what if you can’t get rid of the guy?

What if he keeps coming back?

What kind of power would such a guy have?
He would have to be a real “live wire”!
About 2000 years ago, 


one goon met the guy he was trying to get rid of.



a Jew named Paul met the Jesus who had risen.
After that encounter, the goon was overwhelmed…and said:


“Hey! I want to know this guy!”



I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection  [Philippians 3:10 NIV]
The rest is history.
The goon did get to know the guy;


and the guy got to change the goon.

Paul was transformed by the power of this person named Jesus Christ.

As we listen to Paul’s brief testimony this morning,


we discover that this person – Jesus – still lives…



and still has the power to change people…both your and me.
The living Christ: he has the power to…
1)  …lift your existence
First of all, the risen – and living – Christ has the power to lift your existence.

In other words, he can change your life…


even if it appears to be a lost cause.
As I mentioned, 

Paul was a goon trying to get rid of a guy.

In his testimony, he says:

I spent all my early years trying my best to stamp God and his church right out of existence.  [1 Corinthians 15:9 MSG]
However, when the goon met the guy

-- when the goon met God --



he quickly learned that he was fighting a losing battle.

Do you remember what question the risen Christ asked of Paul?


Why are you out to get me?  Why do you insist on going against the grain?
[Acts 26:14 MSG]

If you remember what Jesus said, 

I hope you also remember what Jesus did.
Even though Paul’s life was a lost cause,


Jesus did not make him feel like a loser.

He immediately picked him up…
and placed him on the winning team.
He appointed Paul as an apostle,

one of 12 men who went on and out to change the world.

If the goon was searching for significance in his life,

he found it when he found the guy – that guy named Christ.

As I said, that guy -- Jesus – is still around…still changing lives today.

Look about the church this morning.
You’re sitting among people who were addicts…


people who were promiscuous…



people who saw no reason for living…




people who were suicidal.

No! you don’t have to leave.
You see, they’ve changed.

The addicted have become convicted…and committed --


committed to rebuilding lives, not destroying them.

The promiscuous have become faithful –


faithful spouses and devoted parents.

The people who saw no reason for living

are now seen as people who make a difference in life.

The suicidal no longer think of ending life, but of enjoying life.

What happened?

I will only speak for myself.

The family, fortune and future that I lost 20 years ago


have all been restored…and in ways I never even imagined.

What brought about the change?

Not “what”, but “who”.

With that goon named Paul, this goon has to say:

Whatever I am now, it is all because God poured out his special favor on me…  it was not I, but God working through me. [1 Corinthians 15:10]
Paul didn’t see himself as 

someone who turned over a new leaf…


someone who made a dramatic new year’s resolution.

He didn’t claim that he was transformed 

after reading an inspiring book 

or listening to a motivational speaker.

He simply says – and many in this church will agree  –


that he – we -- have been changed by the living and risen Christ.

So, what is it that you don’t like about your life today?

What makes it seem like a lost cause…a closed case?

Was it something that happened in private?

You were molested by a perverted parent;


pushed over the edge by an abusive partner;



seduced by a compromising superior.

No one else knows.

But you do…and that’s enough to sap all your strength.
Or is it something public?

Abandoned by a company that didn’t want you.

Branded by a divorce that you didn’t want.

Contaminated by a disease you didn’t expect.

Marked by a handicap you didn’t create.

Everyone – it seems – has a label for you.

And you know that, whatever the label, 
it always means “loser”.

Whether the issue is in their eyes or your mind,


you’ve got to live with it.

Or do you?

Into your world and mine steps the living Christ.
Today – as long ago – he can make all things new  [Revelation 21:5]
All you need to do is tap the energy source.

All you need to do is reach out and connect…


connect with this risen Christ…and the power of his resurrection.

2)  …lift your energy level
The living Christ has power to lift your existence.
He also has power to lift your energy level.

Isn’t that good to know?
After all, the new life doesn’t mean an easy life.

Paul discovered that.

After he found new life in Christ, 

he also found himself in trouble.
He found himself badgered, beaten, banished.

Such persecution may not await you and me,



but other problems do.

In our future, there may be 

a lonely heart and an empty nest…

fair-weather friends and unfair bosses…

tragic accidents and terminal illness…

a hospital, hospice and a funeral home.
Where in the world can you and I find the strength to deal with all of this?

God doesn’t promise a problem-free life.

So he provides a person…
a person named Jesus…and the power of his resurrection.

We might assume that this power is all about the spectacular.
We’ve seen the images…

images of sweating preachers, swooning audiences and supposed healings.

Let’s never deny the pupil-popping nature of Jesus’ power.
With this One – this One who got the hell out of hell, 


nothing is impossible.

But let’s not focus on the phenomenal either.
If we do, we might forget the stabilizing force 

that Jesus’ power can be in our lives.

Paul experienced few miracles in his life.
Only on occasion did he suddenly and dramatically get out of a problem.

More often than not, he slowly but surely had to get through the problems.
How did he do it?

With a person named Jesus and the power of his resurrection.

I have learned – he tells us –
I have learned the secret of living in every situation. … I can do everything with the help of Christ who gives me the strength I need  [Philippians 4:12-13]
So what are you struggling with today?

What problem makes you tired?

Can’t bear the loneliness?

Can’t forget the hurt and forgive the friend?

Can’t stop worrying about finances?

Can’t start loving the jerk again?

Can’t stand to watch her suffer?

Can’t think of saying good-bye?

Whatever it is that makes you weary,

you don’t have to go it alone. 

Into your world and mine steps the living Christ.

Today – as long ago – he can give you the strength you need  [Philippians 4:13]
All you need to do is tap the energy source.

All you need to do is reach out and connect…


connect with this risen Christ…and the power of his resurrection.

3)  …lift your expectations
The living Christ whose power can lift your existence and energy levels

can also lift your expectations.
Look at what happened to Paul.
Rather, listen to what he says.

After Jesus changed his life, Paul changed his tune.
He came to expect that Jesus could make things happen in his life.
He makes these claims:
God poured out his special favor on me -- and not without results… 
God was working through me by his grace  [1 Corinthians 15:10]
Paul also came to expect 

that Jesus could make things happen in other people’s lives as well.
This is a claim that he makes in one of his last letters:
This same God who takes cares of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. [Philippians 4:19]
Paul even expects you and me to expect.
The important thing – he says to all of us –


the important thing is that you believe  [1 Corinthians 15:11]
Little children generally believe what we tell them.
If we tell children that they are clumsy, lazy or stupid,


they will believe us…and live down to those expectations.

If Jesus wanted you and me to go through life with low expectations,

he would have called us paupers, not princes.

If Jesus wanted us to think that life was meaningless,


he would have told us: 

“I have no plans for you…no plans to give you hope or a future.”

If Jesus wanted us to struggle through life without his help,


he would have said: “Without me, you can do everything.”



or “Whatever you ask the Father in my name, he won’t give it to you.”

If Jesus wanted us to despair at the death of a loved one, 


he would have claimed, 

“In my Father’s house are many rooms, 

but I am not preparing a place for any of you.”

We rarely live above our expectations;

so what is it that you expect Jesus to do in your life?

If permafrost chills your marriage…

if your children have drifted into drugs or drinking,



do you expect Jesus to help your family?

If you still clench your fists and grind your teeth whenever your “ex” calls…


if you’re still torn between the AA meeting and the corner bar,



do you expect Jesus to help you overcome?

If you find there’s too much month at the end of your money…

if you find it difficult to cope with the disease or disability,



do you expect Jesus to help you manage?

What is it that you expect Jesus to do in your life?

Remember what Paul has said:
This same God who takes cares of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been give to us in Christ Jesus. [Philippians 4:19]
And then he adds:


The important thing is that you believe  [1 Corinthians 15:11]
Great expectations –


the title of that novel is to be the story of your life and mine.


Great expectations of what Jesus can do in our lives…

great expectations of what Jesus can do with our church.
And why not?

After all, into your world and mine steps the living Christ.

Today – as long ago – he can even exceed our expectations.

 By his mighty power at work within us – says Paul –
he is able to accomplish infinitely more 

than we would ever dare to ask or hope [Ephesians 3:20]
All you need to do is tap the energy source.

All you need to do is reach out and connect…


connect with this risen Christ…and the power of his resurrection.

At the end…

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection  [Philippians 3:10 NIV]
That is what Paul said long ago.
Is that what you’re thinking today?
Do you want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection?
I can assure you that you won’t know him – or his power --

if you meet him only twice a year…at Christmas and Easter.

I can also assure you that you won’t know him – or his power --


if you meet him only once a week…on Sunday.


Why do I say that?

Because the word that Paul used 

– the word that we translate as “know” --


is γινώσκω: 
a Greek word which means “to have an intimate relationship with”
Don’t we almost have to live with a person 

if we hope to have an intimate relationship with him or her?
If we want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection, then,

won’t he have to become part of our everyday lives?

Won’t we have to treat him as least as good 

as we treat the “significant other” in our lives?

Won’t we have to tell him what is on our hearts,


turn to him for help in making decisions,



trust the advice he offers?

Since some of us do this rarely,


and others of us don’t do it regularly,



perhaps all of us need to pray.

(Prayer)

Jesus, we confess that we are people of little faith and low expectations.

We live our lives with only a “wisp of the glory” you planned for us.

Invade our lives today,


and transform us by the power of your resurrection.

Help us to see that you still live with us;
 help us to visualize what you can still do for us.

Enable each of us to live with great expectations,

and everyday experience your power --



where we live, where we work, where we play.

Make us men and women of adventure,


believing that we have not yet witnessed


all that your mighty power at work within us can do.

And all of God’s people say: (“Amen”)
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