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Easter 4
Stepping out with the risen Christ:
walk honestly
In the beginning…

From a Dallas newspaper comes this report:
Last night a man drove to a KFC restaurant to get a snack for himself and the young lady with him.  She waited in the car while he went in to pick up the chicken.  
The manager inadvertently gave the man a box of money, not a box of chicken.  It turns out that the manager had camouflaged the day’s earnings in a fried chicken box.

The man took the box and, with the young woman, drove off to a park.  When they opened the box, they discovered the money.  The man did not hesitate.  He jumped into his car and returned the box of money to the restaurant manager.

The manager was elated.  He told the man, “Stick around.  I want to call the newspaper to take your picture and write a story.  You’re the most honest guy I ever met!”
“Oh no, don’t do that!” said the fellow.  “Why not?” asked the manager.  “Well,” said the man, “I’m married…and the woman with me is not my wife!”

We’re looking at a roadmap for the journey…


a guide for making it through life on planet earth.

Last Sunday, we began our study of John’s first letter,


and learned how to walk joyfully.

Today, the old man shows us – and the fellow from Dallas – how to walk honestly.

This morning, we’re going to focus on three phrases that John wrote.
Those three phrases give us directions…


reveal how you and I can walk through life honestly.

Walk honestly

1)  If we say we have no sin…
The first phrase: If we say we have no sin…  [1 John 1:8 NLT]
“If?”  What do you mean, “if”?
Could it be that some of us actually feel we have no sin?

John – after – is writing to people like us…
people who are Christians.

How in the world…?

Don’t we know what sin is?

Maybe not…

4000 years ago – in Old Testament times – 

the Hebrew word for sin was a legal term:

it literally was the crime of high treason…



in other words, out-and-out rebellion against God.

2000 years ago – in the New Testament era – 


the Greek word for sin was a softer term,



used in the behavioral sciences of the day;




it meant to “miss the mark”…”fail to reach the goal”…





that is, fall short of the strict standards set by God.

Today, the English word “sin” –

well, what does it mean today?

A well-known psychiatrist Karl Menninger 
has written a book entitled Whatever became of sin?
That’s a good question…


what has happened to sin?

We call abortion a choice; 

adultery is an affair.

We don’t lie anymore; we simply spin the truth.
And greed – greed is chalked up as company profit.

What is sin today?

You don’t really need to learn Hebrew or Greek to understand the term.

You only need to know English.

Look at the English word “sin”;


focus on the middle letter.

“I” – that’s what sin is.

I will live as I want.

I will decide what’s right and wrong.

Like the man in Dallas,


we look at all of God’s commands…



and think we’re in a cafeteria line.

I will pick – I will choose – what to obey.

You don’t believe that some of us do that?
Then listen again to what God says…


and look at what we do.
God says: “Remember the Sabbath day…”
We remember…

until Minnesota’s short summer;


then we ignore what God says,




and we say, “I’m goin’ fishin’!”

God tells us to honor those in authority.

We do…


until we get a nerd as our science teacher;



we tell ourselves, “I don’t have to respect her.”

God warns us about coveting – that longing for things bigger and better.

We listen…


until the glitzy ad grabs our attention;



then we say, “It’s my money!  I can spend it as I please!”

If we say we have no sin, what happens?

John tells us.

First of all,


If we claim we have not sinned, we are calling God a liar… [1 John 1:10 NLT]
Remember: John is writing to people like you and me – 
people who believe in God.

If we say we have no sin,


then – according to John – we are also saying 

that the God we believe cannot be trusted -- he lies.

That doesn’t make much sense, does it?

John says this too:


If we say we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves…  [1 John 1:8 NLT]
If we say we have no sin, 


we don’t make a fool out of the other guy;



we make a fool out of ourselves.

That doesn’t make much sense either.

If we say we have no sin…

What kind of a life is that?

I think it can be hell.

Perhaps that is why John gives directions for life.

Perhaps that is why he tells us:


sin: don’t deny it!

2)  If we confess our sin…
The second phrase John wrote:  If we confess our sins…  [1 John 1:9 NLT]
There’s that word again: “if” –

if we confess our sins
Does that mean some of us do…and some of us don’t?

I have a confession to make:

I don’t like to make confessions…



I hate to admit my mistakes.
You know what I mean, don’t you?

I’ve been here for three years,


and I think I’ve only heard three of us say “I’m sorry!”

“To err is human; to cover up is too” –


that’s what the bumper sticker says. 

Why do we cover up?

Why don’t we confess?

Do we understand what confession is?

Again, maybe not.

Confession, you see, has become an abused child and needs rehabilitation.
The Roman Catholic church instituted confession as a sacrament.

What started as a means of mercy 

became a method for manipulation.

Frank McCourt – in his autobiography Angela’s Ashes –


recounts his Irish Catholic upbringing.
He tells how he always confessed his sin 

to a half-deaf, half-dead priest he found in the city of Limerick.
McCourt would tell the priest the sins he planned to commit,


hear the priest’s forgiveness…



and then go out – in a so-called “state of grace” – to raise hell.

Confession was a cause of sin, not a cleansing from it.

The Protestant churches have gone to the other extreme.

We have dropped confession altogether.

We have created a band of happy, hand-clapping people –


many of whom are suffering on the inside…



but too afraid to let anyone know.

Our culture adds to the confusion.
We suffer from a glut of confession in our society.

Watch Oprah, Dr Phil, Jerry Springer…


and you know what I mean.

People bare everything to total strangers.

Folks, that’s not confession;


that’s striptease.

If we confess our sins…
Let me rephrase that:


when we confess our sins…
When we confess our sins to God,

we are not breaking news to God;



we are not giving him any information that he does not know.

We are simply agreeing with what God knows about us.

Today, six young women are confessing – confessing their faith.

They are agreeing that what they learned is true.

When we confess our faults,


we are agreeing that what God knows about us is true.

Did you get that?

When we confess our sins,

we do not show God the person we imagine ourselves to be;



we show God the person he sees.

When we confess our sins,


we stop preening ourselves before God,



quit side-stepping,




and refuse to suggest any more deals.

When we confess our sins,


we basically tell God: “what you see is what you get”.

And what does God see?

What does he get?

I’ll let one of God’s prophets answer that question.

Isaiah tells us:

We are not godly.  We are constant sinners…  We are all infected and impure with sin.  When we proudly display our “righteous deeds”, we find that they are but filthy rags.”  [Isaiah 64:5-6 NLT]
Not a pretty picture.

Who wants to go through life with that image?

No wonder John gives us more directions for life.

He tells us, 


Sin: deal with it!

But how do we deal with it?

Does confessing it – crying over it – makes things right again?

Confession may be a step in the right direction,


but …. 

Something more is needed.
3)  God is faithful and just to forgive us
The third phrase in John’s directions: 
God is faithful and just to forgive us… [1 John 1:9 NLT]
Karl Menninger, in his book, tells of an incident 

in Chicago’s Loop during September of 1972.
As pedestrians hurried about during the noon hour,


a stern-faced, plainly-dressed man standing on the sidewalk

would solemnly lift his right arm,




and – pointing to one person – would intone the word, “Guilty!”

Then, without any change in his expression,


the man would resume his stiff stance.

After a few minutes, he would raise his arm again, 

point…and pronounce the one word, “Guilty!”

The effect was eerie.

Some people felt the man was disturbed;


others were disturbed themselves.

One person even exclaimed, “How did you know?”

Guilty.

That’s the problem, isn’t it?

We can say we sin 

-- we can confess it –


but that doesn’t change the fact that we’re guilty.

We’ve committed treason; 

we’ve rebelled against God.

We’ve missed the mark – failed to meet the goals – that God set.

And no matter what we say or do,


we can’t change the verdict to “Not guilty”.

Somebody has to pay…

somebody has to pay for all this injustice.

John tells us who that “somebody” is:
He is Jesus Christ, the one who pleases God completely.  He is the sacrifice for our sins.  He takes away not only our sins but the sins of the world.  [1 John 2:1-2 NLT]
If you worshiped here on Good Friday,

you heard Shawn tell of how Jesus paid for the sins of the world.

He reminded us that,


when Jesus hung on Calvary’s cross,



the son of God was no longer sinless.

He had become the bigot and wife-beater.

He was the porn addict and pedophile.

He was the murderer.

He was Adolph Hitler and Osama bin Laden.

He was you…and he was me.

Jesus was, you remember, paying for the sins of the world.

Why did God do this?

Why did he cause – not allow, but cause –


his son to pay for everybody else’s mistakes?

So he could get the likes of you and me into his family?

That’s no bargain.

Besides, that’s the effect of what God did to Jesus.

What was the cause?

You really want to know?

It was his nature…his “personality”…who God is.

John tells us about God’s personality;


he reveals who God is:

he is faithful and just to forgive us and to cleanse us from every wrong. 

[1 John 1:9 NLT]
I wonder: is that why God wants us to come to him just we are?
So that we can see who he is?

Does he want us to admit who we are, what we do

so we can admire who he is, what he does?

I think so.

In fact, I submit that


as we begin to see ourselves as God sees us,



we also begin to see God as he really is.

We begin to see that no crime is so hideous


-- no sin so grievous --

that God will not forgive it.

A recent cartoon in the New Yorker magazine


showed a weary father saying to his prodigal son:



“This is the fourth time we’ve killed the fatted calf!”

That’s who God is.

That’s what God does…over and over again in our lifetime.

The blood of Jesus, his son, – says John – cleanses us from every sin.  [1 John 1:7 NLT]
And that brings us to John’s final directions for the journey:


Sin: don’t deny it;


deal with it;


trust God to forgive it.

At the end…
In 1993, two ten year old boys committed a horrific crime.
They led 2-year-old James Bulger out of a London mall


and into the path of a speeding train.
Even though the police investigation revealed their guilt,

the two boys maintained that they were innocent.

Finally, the father of one boy asked to speak with his son.

Even though the father was devastated by what his son had done,


he told the boy that, no matter what, he loved him…and always would.

The boy went back to face the police and said – in a soft voice –


“I killed James Bulger.”

Because he knew his father loved him, 

a ten year old boy could be honest…and confess his crime.

God has already demonstrated his love for us.

God so loved the world that he gave his only son  [John 3:16 NLT]
There is nothing you or I can do to make God love us more.
There is nothing we can do to make him love us less.

So let’s stop playing games.

We are loved!
Let’s be honest!

Beloved: be honest.
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