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Easter 5
Stepping out with the risen Christ:
walk carefully  [1 John 2:15-27 NLT]
In the beginning…

The state of California is known for many congested freeways…


and a few picturesque roads.

Highway 1 – the Pacific Coast Highway – 


the road that twists and turns along the craggy coastline 

from Los Angeles to San Francisco

offers natural scenes that are simply stunning.

The road, though, can be very treacherous.

The sharp curves and steep cliffs along the way


bring both beauty and danger to the journey.

The state could offer two options to travelers along this highway.

The first option:


the state could erect clinics around every curve 

and at the bottom of each steep cliff.

When speeding drivers tumbled off the road,


medical staff would rush to treat their injuries.

The second option:


the state could erect signs before every curve and each steep cliff –



signs that warned drivers…

signs that read: “Danger!  Drive carefully.”

We all know which option the state chose.

On his roadmap for our journey through life,


the apostle John also erects some warning signs.

The old man simply doesn’t want us to injure ourselves on the way home.

The signs he erects remind us to walk carefully.

In the section that we are viewing this morning,


the old man points out two dangers along the way.

He also reveals how we can deal with these dangers.

This morning, we will take a very close look at John’s roadmap.

I invite you, then, to open your Bible 

to the section we are viewing today:

John’s first letter, chapter 2, verses 15-27.

If you use a pew Bible,


you – more than likely – will find that section on page 1208.

Walk carefully

1)  Warning!  Beware of the world
The first warning sign…


verse 15:



Do not love the world or anything in the world.  [1 John 2:15 NIV]

Beware of the world, says John.

Which world, we ask.

It certainly can’t be the world God created.

It can’t be that world of which we sing –


“the works his hand has made…throughout the universe displayed”.

Didn’t God himself say that world was “very good”?

“We are the world”.

That’s what a popular song claims.

We certainly don’t have to fear that world either, do we?

We don’t have to fear people like ourselves.

And didn’t God say he loved that world…


loved that world of people so much that he gave up his Son just to get it?

Beware of the world, says John.

Which world, we ask again.

Beware of the κοσμος (“cosmos”).

That’s the warning John placed on his roadmap.

That’s the Greek sign he used -- 


a Greek noun derived from the Greek verb κοσμεω (“cosmeo”).

κοσμεω – sounds like cosmetics to me…


sounds like that practice of arranging…



arranging our faces to make them appear beautiful.

That’s the world John tells us to fear –


that practice of arranging – and re-arranging – values 



to make them look appealing.

The world’s value system may be attractive,


but  -- says John in verse 16 – 



it is not from the Father  [1 John 2:16 NLT].

Do not love (that) world, warns John.

Do not love…what does he mean?

Perhaps this will help us understand…

Hong Kong’s harbor is beautiful.

Any book about Hong Kong…and many postcards from Hong Kong


picture that beautiful harbor.

That harbor is also the site of the “cross-harbor race”.

Swimmers come from around the world to compete.

Local swimmers, however, have an advantage.

They know that the harbor, though pretty, is also pretty polluted.

A local newspaper once described the harbor 


as a giant toilet bowl that the tides flush twice a day.

Foreign competitors who swim in that giant toilet bowl


often find themselves sitting on other toilet bowls after the race.

Local swimmers do not.

Why?

They keep their mouths closed.

They know that you can be in the harbor, 


but the harbor cannot be in you.

John understands that we cannot escape the world he describes;

we are in it.

He warns, though, that the world must not be in us.

The old man realizes that we live with a value system which is not from the Father.
He urges us, however, not to live by that value system.
On his roadmap, John warns of three values… 

three values that are trying to get in us.

Look closely at the values John mentions


and you can be forgiven for thinking that the guy drew his roadmap yesterday.

He seems to be describing the values of our culture today.

In his book entitled Habits of the Heart,


the social scientist Robert Bellah has a name for the value system of our culture.

He calls it “ontological individualism” –


a complex term that simply means 



“your whole being is consumed with what you want”.

The three values that John mentions in verse 16 all involve wanting.

Look at the first value:


the cravings of sinful man  [1 John 2:16 NIV]

Another translation puts it this way: 

wanting your own way  [1 John 2:16 MSG]
Wanting your own way…

What was it that Frank Sinatra sang?


“Doing it my way”, right?

What is it that advertisers say?


“Have it your way”, right?

Sounds good…seems good –


but, folks, it doesn’t come from the Father …



not from that Father whose Son told us to pray to the Father…and say




“Your will, not mine, be done.”

The second value:


the lust of his eyes [1 John 2:16 NIV] 


or, in another version, wanting everything for yourself  [1 John 2:16 MSG]
What, we ask, is wrong with that?

What is wrong with wanting to take care of yourself?

What is wrong with


“getting all we can, canning all we get, then sitting on the can”?

It even sounds funny;


but again it’s not from the Father…



not from that Father whose spokesperson urged us 




to let “God supply our needs”





and – whether God gives a lot or a little –






to “be content with what we have”.

The third value:


the boasting of what he has and does [1 John 2:16 NIV]



or, wanting to appear important  [1 John 2:16 MSG]

Wanting to appear important…

Have you ever analyzed the ads that attract us?

What’s the hook?

It’s status, isn’t it?

Advertisers offer us a way up…


a way to eat better, dress better, drive better, live better.

Better than what?

No, better than who?

Better than others.

Wanting to appear important 
-- around the neighborhood, at school, on the field, in the office --



who doesn’t want that?

Not the Father…


that Father whose Son had status – status as God – 

but chose to humble himself instead

Not that Father


who himself has chosen to reward the humble…and punish the proud.

Do not love the world, warns John.

Don’t live by the value system that you live with.

It’s too dangerous.

If anyone loves the world, writes John in verse 15,


the love of the Father is not in him. [1 John 2:15 NIV]
A man who knew John – a man named James – put it this way:


Don’t you realize that friendship with this world makes you an enemy of God?  

[James 4:4 NLT]

Whew!  These guys don’t pull any punches, do they?

John, though, not only points out the dangers;


he also offers a defense…



a way to ensure that the world in which we live does not live in us.

It’s a much better than the defense I learned as a young man.

I was told:


“Don’t drink, swear, smoke or chew,


And don’t go out with girls that do!”

John, you see, does more than suggest a few rules.

In verse 17, he speaks of the person


who does the will of God  [1 John 2:17 NIV]

It’s obvious, isn’t it?

A person who does what God wants 


won’t be affected by a culture of “ontological individualism”…



won’t be infected by what he or she wants.

But how can you and I know 

what a Father who loves us wants for us?

Why do you think this Father gave us his word?

Why did he leave us with a book – a good book --

a book that contains his family values?

If you worshiped with us last Sunday,


you heard how that book – God’s word – shapes lives.

You heard six young women testified of their trust in God.
You also heard them tell of a person who helped them to trust this God.

They pointed to a sister, a father or mother, a grandparent –


without fail, an individual who knew God’s word…



who used God’s word to construct his or her life.

As I listened to their testimony, I wondered:


can anyone point to me…to you?



can anyone tell of how well we know God’s word?




can anyone speak of how often we use God’s word to build our lives?

I pray that we can answer those questions better than the woman…


that woman who, when asked what she learned from the Bible, said:



“Well, I now know that Moses wasn’t Charlton Heston.”

2)  Warning!  Beware of the antichrists
Beware of the world;


that’s the first warning sign on John’s roadmap.

The second?

Look at verse 18:


Dear children, this is the last hour; … even now many antichrists have come. 

[1 John 2:18 NIV]
Beware of the antichrists, says John,


those – as he says in verse 26 –



those who are trying to lead you astray.  [1 John 2:26 NIV]
This is getting kind of spooky.

Who in the world are these “antichrists”?

Not really in the world,


but in the church…in a temple…in a mosque.

That’s where you find these antichrists.

John tells us – verse 19 – that they went out from us  [1 John 2:19 NIV]
Antichrists are not principles for living, 

but people who are living.

And they are religious folk;


there’s something spiritual about them.

They can look like us…sound like us;


they might even smell like us…

if we would occasionally burn some incense around here.

Many even use our vocabulary,


but none seem to use our dictionary.

That’s right, they can use the same words we do,


but with different meanings.

I told you this was kind of spooky.

So how do we know – how can we tell – who these people are?

John, the man who gave us the roadmap,


also gives us some directions.

He says, in verse 22,

Who is the liar?  It is the man who denies that Jesus is the Christ.  Such a man is the antichrist – he denies the Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father.  [1 John 2:22-23 NIV]
Boy! that guy is blunt, isn’t he?

Many religions include Jesus in their theology.

But John wants us to ask:

do they acknowledge Jesus as the very son of God?

do they accept Jesus as the only Savior God provided?

Who, we wonder…

who in the world wouldn’t do that?

who would deny Jesus is the Christ?

Some come from abroad.

A devoted Buddhist will label Jesus as a great teacher.

A faithful Muslim will call Jesus a prophet.

But neither will claim that Jesus is God’s son and the world’s Savior.

Others are made in the USA.

Mormons on their rounds and Jehovah’s Witnesses at your door


will not hesitate to drop the name of Jesus.

But both would be quite unwilling to drop to their knees

and worship Jesus as the son of God and the Savior of the world.

You know this, don’t you?

No wonder I feel that I’m preaching to the choir.

But does the choir know 

that some antichrists are not so easy to spot?

One may be living next door –


for example, the woman who “channels”…



the woman who believes she can communicate with God directly,




with no need for Jesus as a mediator.

How then can we know who poses a danger to us…

who might lead us astray?

Do we need to launch a neighborhood “witch hunt”…


an all-out inquisition that will uncover every antichrist in the block?

John may be blunt, but he’s not barbaric.

To deal with the “cosmos”…with culture, says John,


read a book – read God’s book in your home.

To detect an antichrist, 


rely on the Spirit…God’s Spirit in your heart.

John reminds us, in verse 20, that


you have an anointing from the Holy One  [1 John 2:20 NIV]

Another – more recent – translation is clearer:


the Holy Spirit has come upon you.  [1 John 2:20 NLT]
The Father, it appears, has provided another resource.

He not only has given us his book;


and at our baptism, he has also given us his Spirit.

Only one problem…

As Lutherans, we really don’t know what to do with God’s Spirit…


or, for that matter, what God’s Spirit is going to do with us.

Fear not, folks;


help is on the way.

John tells us what God’s Spirit is going to do.

Look at verse 27.

(I’m reading from the New Living Translation):

You have received the Holy Spirit, and he lives within you, so you don’t need anyone to teach you what is true.  For the Spirit teaches you all things, and what he teaches is true.  [1 John 2:27 NLT]
That’s what John says.

This is what I say.

We have a transformer within.

You know what a transformer is, don’t you?

In Hong Kong, a transformer can take China’s 220 volt current


and modify it to run a 110 volt appliance made in the US.

Here, a transformer can take our 110 volt current


and modify it to recharge a 12 volt cell-phone.

The Holy Spirit within us is a transformer.

He takes the full truth – and nothing but the truth – from God,


and gives us just what we need for every situation.

I suspect we’ve all experienced this.

We’ve all been in a situation – or with a person –


and sensed something wasn’t quite right.

That sensation, John tells us, is the work of God’s Spirit.

And this morning, John urges us to trust that Spirit.

What he teaches is true, says the old man.

The Spirit won’t lead you astray, 


even when you encounter an antichrist…


 
one of those people who is trying to lead you astray.

At the end…
If the journey is treacherous,


signs warn of dangers along the way.

The state of California placed many signs along its Pacific Coast Highway.

The apostle John included a few on the roadmap he drew for us.

The apostle, though, provides more assistance to travelers than the state.

You see, he has something for those who get hurt along the way. 

Caution signs…and a clinic.

The old man seems to know


that, in spite of his best efforts,



some of us are going to wander off the road…




some of us are going to injure ourselves.

Perhaps the world in which we live will start to get into us.

Maybe a smooth-talking antichrist will begin to woo us away and lead us astray.

Who knows what might happen.

With John’s roadmap, then, comes this prescription:

My dear children, I am writing this to you so that you will not sin.  But if you do sin, there is someone to plead for you before the Father.  He is Jesus Christ, the one who pleases God completely.  He is the sacrifice for our sins.  He takes away not only our sins but the sins of all the world.  [1 John 2:1-2 NLT]
Walk carefully, says John.

But if you don’t…


if you stumble and fall,



don’t just lie there.

Look…look around for Jesus.

Look for Jesus to pick you up, dust you off…and send you on your way again.
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