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Walk Victoriously
1 John 5:1-12

Intro
It's not easy moving through the world when you're terrified of electricity. "Donna," 45, a writer, knows that better than most. Get her in the vicinity of an appliance or a light switch or — all but unthinkable — a thunderstorm, and she is overcome by a terror so blinding she can think of nothing but fleeing. That, of course, is not always possible, so over time, Donna has come up with other answers. When she opens the refrigerator door, rubber-soled shoes are a must. If a light bulb blows, she will tolerate the dark until someone else changes it for her. Clothes shopping is done only when necessary, lest static on garments send her running from the store. And swimming at night is absolutely out of the question, lest underwater lights electrocute her. When there's a possibility that lightning may strike, she simply shuts off everything in her house and sits alone in a darkened room until the danger passes.

There is a word — a decidedly straightforward one — for Donna's very extreme condition: electrophobia, or a morbid fear of electricity. You will find it listed right below eisoptrophobia (fear of mirrors) and not far above enetophobia, eosophobia and ereuthrophobia (fear of pins, daylight and blushing, respectively). And those are just some of the E’s.

For every phobia the infinitely inventive — and infinitely fearful — human mind can create, there is a word that has been coined to describe it. There's nephophobia, or fear of clouds, and coulrophobia, the fear of clowns. There's kathisophobia, fear of sitting, and kyphophobia, fear of stooping. There are xanthophobia, leukophobia and chromophobia, fear of yellow, white and colors in general. There are alektorophobia and apiphobia, fear of chickens and bees. And deep in the list, lost in the L’s, there's lutraphobia, or fear of otters — a fear that's useful, it would seem, only if you happen to be a mollusk.

These fears are a bit comical, yet isn’t fear something that we all live with?  Sure, our fears may not be of sitting or stooping or even otters, but we have them.  We have fears about the world, the economy, gas prices, wars that threaten our security.  We have fears about our family and our self.  Perhaps we fear that were not good enough parents, we fear that we chose the wrong career, the wrong college, the fear that it’s too late to do anything.  The fear that we have lost control.  These are all fears many of us face each day.
Our journey through 1 John shows us how we can destroy these fears.  In fact John not only tells us how to destroy our fears, but also how to walk victoriously so they need not return.
We Walk Victoriously
1) What is Victory?
So what does being victorious really mean?  What is victory?  Well, the Greek word is nivkh (nike), and it is no coincidence that a shoe chose that word for its brand name, of course its pronounced a bit different.  Nivkh (nike) means to win a battle, war, or any type of struggle.  If you’ve ever played on any sports team, and your team won the game, then you overcame your opponent, and you were victorious. In any kind of game or match that you’ve been in, be it a chess game, a tennis match, a 2 player video game, or thumb wrestling, whatever it is that involves competition, and you came out on the winning side. Then, you had a Nike. You had a victory.
Well, what if you’ve never won anything. You’ve never won a door prize. Your name has never been called because you won this week’s contest. You’ve never won a card game. You’ve never beaten your family at Charades. You never won the 40 yard dash in P.E. class. You surely haven’t won an argument with your spouse. You may have never won an argument with your dog. Regardless of whatever it is that you think makes you a loser, by the end of this message; you’ll be walking victoriously, because you are a winner.  You are victorious.
2) Who are we fighting?
Now as I prepared for this sermon I kept running into a problem as I read our text for today.  I couldn’t figure out exactly what we are victorious over.  What are we battling that requires us to win?  I know it says plainly in verse 4 that we are victorious over the world.  But what does that mean?  Isn’t the world a wonderful place to be?  In Genesis, at the end of chapter one, it says, “Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good” (Genesis 1:31).  For what reason would John tell us that we have victory over such a wonderful place?
David countless times refers to the splendor of the world.  “O LORD, how many are your works! In wisdom you made them all” (Psalm 104:24).

“Great are the works of the LORD; they are pondered by all who delight in them” (Psalm 111:2).
I had to ask myself, “Do we really want a victory over such a place?”

Now some of you may be thinking ahead of me here, but me being a bit slow had to do some further research into this concept.  John certainly could not be referring to the world I was just talking about.
But, in the first chapter of his gospel John writes, “[Christ] was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him” (John 1:10, 11).

So John is talking about the same world.  The same world that was created good, the same world that David exclaimed was great is also the same world that would not accept God’s son.  Hmm, maybe I do want to have victory over this world.

John goes on to say, “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does—comes not from the Father but from the world” (1 John 2:15,16).

Now I’m starting to see why John is so excited about having a victory.  The world, it seems, has started to decay.  And we are a part of this world.  All of those fears I spoke about, whether humorous or not are a result of this world.  The world is in a battle with sin and with death and with pain and suffering, all things with which each of you have to do battle against.  And the world is losing.  What does that mean?  It’s mean that you’re losing.
It means when you go to battle on your own you are losing.  When you go out the door and face the world on your own, you are losing.  When you cave into addiction, temptation, hate, lust you are losing.
And now your saying, “Shawn, you said by the end of this message, I’d be walking victorious, you’re not doing such a good job.  Quit calling me a loser!”

Well on your own, you are a loser.  But that can easily be fixed.  Because you do not need to be on your own.  You do not need to fear anything, not even death, because you are victorious.
3) Why are we victorious?
Why are you victorious?  John says it like this, “And this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith. Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”  (1 John 5:5).
The very fact that you are a Christian; that you believe Jesus is the Son of God; that you are born of God; that you have faith; that you are in Christ, makes you victorious. The Message says this, “The person who wins out over the world’s ways is simply the one who believes Jesus is the Son of God.” According to the Bible, you are guaranteed the victory. God always causes us to triumph in Christ. I love that word: always. It doesn’t leave any room for exceptions. God always (at all times, in every situation, through every circumstance, in good times and tough times, when it seems like you aren’t gonna make it, when it seems like you’re on top of the world) causes you to triumph.
We live in a world that started off good, but somehow we’ve managed to really screw it up.  Because of this there is a battle going on, it’s a battle that we have to fight.  How do we know if we are winners?  How do we know if we have the nivkh the victory?  We know because John tells us, he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God overcomes the world.  
Our battle is won because we didn’t have to do any fighting.  That’s the kind of battle I want to be in, the kind where somebody else does all the fighting for me.  Christ came into a world that didn’t accept him, that rejected him.  A world that hated him.  A world that was killing itself.  A world that would perish if lift to its own means.

But God didn’t like that.  God didn’t want to see that happen to the world.  He loved the world.  In fact, he loved the world so much that he fought the battle for us.  He sent his only son Jesus to fight for us.  And all we have to do is believe in him and we won’t perish, we will have eternal life.

I’d say that we are all champions in God’s book, wouldn’t you think? I mean, there’s no way we can lose. If God is for us, then who can be against us?

And now because Jesus has done this for us, because we are walking along side him in victory, we can walk without fear.  We can walk victoriously.  Are you a winner?  Do you have victory? Do you have nike?  Yes, yes, yes!!!  We still must battle, but we know who wins, and that makes all the difference.
At the end…

A pastor tells of an incident that happened while he was in seminary. Since the school had no gymnasium, he and his friends played basket ball in a nearby public school.

Nearby, an elderly janitor waited patiently until the seminarians finished playing. Invariably he sat there reading his Bible. One day my friend asked him what he was reading. The man answered, ‘The book of Revelation.’ Surprised, my friend asked if he understood it. ‘Oh, yes,’ the man assured him. `I understand it.’ ‘What does it mean?’ Quietly the janitor answered, `It means that Jesus is gonna win.’”

The pastor concluded, “That’s the best commentary I have ever heard on that book. Jesus is going to win. That’s the Biblical mind-set.”

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you as walk victoriously.  Amen.
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