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Pentecost
Stepping out with the risen Christ:
walk childlike  [1 John 5:12-21 NLT]
In the beginning…

For the past month, you and I have been learning to walk –

walk through life as a child of God.

An old man has provided a roadmap for the journey.

In the first letter that he wrote,


John has taught us a few steps.

He has showed us how to walk carefully…


how to skip joyfully…



even how to swagger as a winner.

On this Sunday, John gives us his final instructions.
He urges you and me to walk like little children.

Let me explain…

This Sunday, as you may know, is Pentecost --


the day on which we celebrate what the Holy Spirit does in our lives.
John, though, doesn’t even mention the Spirit in his instructions.
As my Aussie friends like to say, “No worries!”

You see, every word that John wrote


-- in fact, every word of the entire Bible -- 



speaks of the Holy Spirit.
The Bible, after all, is his book.
He inspired the individuals who wrote it for him.

Through the words of this book (Bible),

the Spirit speaks to a variety of people.
As we read the Bible, we discover how the Spirit deals with different people.

We learn how he treats those who respect God


as well as those who reject him.

We learn how he addresses those who preach his word


and those who hear his word.

We learn how he address spouses…parents…children.

The more familiar we become with the Spirit’s word, then,


the more familiar we become with the Spirit himself.

Through John’s final instructions, 


the Spirit speaks to people who believe in the Son of God [1 John 5:13 NLT]…


people who trust in Jesus as their Savior…




people such as you and me.

It is interesting to note, though,


that even though the Spirit addresses us as God’s people,



he talks to us as if we were little children.
That’s right!  The Spirit speaks to us as little children.
We need to remember that as we listen to John’s final instructions.

Today, the Spirit talks to us as little children…


little children who have three issues.

Walking like a child
The Holy Spirit speaks to us as little children… 

1) … who don’t always remember what is important
Little children tend to major in the minors of life.
Do they ever question their origin – where they came from?
Do they ever wonder about their goals in life – where they are going?
Hardly!   They tend to focus on themselves…

and what is happening now!
I remember – as a young boy –


my father became gravely ill and required emergency care.

My mother was weeping.

I was upset too…

but only because no one could take me fishing!

When the Spirit talks to us as little children,

he is implying that you and I can also major in the minors of life.

We may forget – as the Spirit himself says – what is important.
We may forget that


whoever has God's Son has life; 
whoever does not have his Son does not have life.  [1 John 5:12 NLT]
Do you and I have the Son?

Oh, we like to focus on what we have, don’t we?
Do we have good health…a good job?

Do we have good friends…a good family?
Do we have a good place to live…a good place to play…a good plan for retirement?

Even as a church we like to focus on what we have.

Do we have the right building in the right location?

Do we have the right purposes with the right programs?

Do we have the right teaching and the right teachers?
But do we have the Son?

The Spirit says: 


whoever has God's Son has life; 
whoever does not have his Son does not have life.  [1 John 5:12 NLT]
As little children, we tend to forget what is most important.
We tend to forget that God has given us eternal life through a person –


a person named Jesus Christ.

It shouldn’t surprise us, then,


that the Spirit seeks to help us remember.

Time and again, the Spirit lets us know that 

“Oops!  You’ve done it again.  You’ve broken another rule.”

Time and again, he reminds us that we need help…


that will never get it right all by ourselves.

And time and again, the Spirit assures us 

that God has come to our rescue…



that through the dramatic death and radical resurrection of his Son Jesus,




he has saved us from ourselves.

As little children, you and I may resent all these reminders;


but the Spirit knows that such “divine nagging” is absolutely necessary.

You see, as we turn our attention away from this person named Jesus…

as we start to concentrate on what we have


-- what we have at home…at work…even at church --




we begin to lose our confidence in life…




our assurance that we have an eternal life.

The Holy Spirit knows that!

He knows how easily we forget.

That’s why he seeks to direct our attention 

to this Jesus and the life we have in him.
And he does it in words such as these:

I write this to you who believe in the Son of God, 
so that you may know you have eternal life.  [1 John 5:13 NLT]
2) …who don’t always know how to use their privileges
Little children – who know the love of a father and mother –


are not afraid to ask.

They can – as my British friends like to say --

even “ask for the moon”.

Are these little children being presumptuous?
Of course not! They’re simply exercising a privilege…


a privilege they enjoy as part of the family.


Children, though, can misuse this privilege.
They can make requests which – if granted – could harm them.

And we all know how these children feel when Mom or Dad says “No!”
They feel that their parents don’t love them.

As children of a heavenly Father,


you and I are urged to 
come boldly to the throne of our gracious God  [Hebrews 4:16 NLT]
This is a privilege that you and I enjoy as members of God’s family.
Unfortunately, like little children,


you and I can misuse this privilege.

The Spirit, then, speaks to us as little children

 who may not know how to pray.

The Spirit reminds us that “Father knows best”…


and encourages us to pray for what God wants in our lives,



not for what we want.

If we follow his advice -- says the Spirit --


we become increasingly confident that



God does hear – and answer – our prayers.

The Spirit tells us through that man named John:

we can be confident that he will listen to us whenever we ask him for anything in line with his will.  And if we know he is listening when we make our requests, we can be sure that he will give us what we ask for.  [1 John 5:14-15 NLT]
Little children, as I mentioned, often have a distorted sense of values.

We can observe this in the requests they make.

They can ask to keep something that has no or little value.
I know one of my children asked me 

to save – forever – the wrapping of a Tootsie Pop.

Can’t you and I – in the prayers we offer to God –


act like little children?

Can’t we, too, ask for things that have no lasting value?

The Spirit reminds us of what is most important in life:


whether or not an individual has eternal life.

That explains why he says to you and to me:


If you see a Christian brother or sister sinning in a way that does not lead to death,
you should pray, and God will give that person life. [1 John 5:16 NLT]
If we would see life as the Spirit sees it…

if we would see other Christians in our lives as the Spirit sees them,


we – above all – would pray for them whenever they fall into sin.

We would pray that they do not lose that precious gift of eternal life.

Is this, though, what we do for our brothers and sisters in Christ?

When they sin – especially when they sin against us –


do we pray for them?

Or do we act like little children?

Do we become more concerned with our own feelings


than with the eternal fate of a another Christian?

I also submit that the Spirit not only encourages us to pray;


he also urges us to do whatever is necessary to help a brother or sister in Christ.

Through that man named John,


the Spirit speaks of a sin that leads to death  [1 John 5:16 NLT]
It is the sin against the Holy Spirit himself


the sin of resisting what the Spirit is trying to do



the sin of refusing to believe in Jesus as Savior and follow him as Lord. 

Of that sin, the Spirit also says:


I am not saying you should pray for those who commit it  [1 John 5:16 NLT]
Is the Spirit – with this rather strange comment –


suggesting that the condition of a non-believer is hopeless?
Not at all!

He is simply stating that prayer is not enough.

If we know of individuals who are not yet Christians,


we not only are to pray for them;



we also are to speak with them –




speak of the sin that separates them from God…





speak of the Savior who reunites them with God.

If we are children of God, says the Spirit,


we must not be childish.

We must not assume an irresponsible attitude 
toward people who stand to be lost eternally.

Instead, we must do something for these people.
In fact, we must do all that we can!

This, then, is how the Holy Spirit speaks to us as children of God.
He urges us to learn how to pray properly.

Yet he talks to us as little children who constantly forget how to pray.

3) …who don’t always recognize the dangers they face
Little children often take chances that older individuals wisely avoid.
My son – when he was only a year old –


tried to walk the center stripe on one of Cedar Rapids’ busiest streets.

Why do little children do such things?
They simply don’t realize what can happen.
And neither do we.

The Spirit speaks to us, then, as little children –


little children who may not recognize the dangers we face,

In John’s final instructions,


the Spirit highlights three dangers –

three dangers that constantly confront us…


three dangers that we tend to underestimate…or even ignore.

Three times the Spirit uses the expression: “We know…”
There may be many others who don’t recognize these problems.


but the Spirit wants us, at least, to know the danger.

What are these dangers?

The first danger is this:

we cannot be a child of God…



and continue to practice a specific sin…any specific sin.
We often adopt a rather childish attitude toward sin, don’t we?

We assume that if the sin is minor…


if it is only a thought or a feeling…



if it is confined to our own home…




if it doesn’t hurt anybody else,





we can safely live with it. 

The Spirit, though, says we should know better.

We know…, says the Spirit,

We know that those who have become part of God's family do not make a practice of sinning  [1 John 5:18 NLT]
It is impossible – the Spirit tells us –

to live perpetually in a sin



and expect to live eternally with God.

The second danger…

The world in which we live is under the influence of Satan.

You and I – we’re not inclined to think the world is all that treacherous.

Yet, this is what the Spirit says to us:


We know…that the world around us is under the power and control of the evil one.

[1 John 5:19 NLT]
The Spirit, then, urges us to take off our rose-colored glasses…

and see the world as it is.

The third and final danger…

Although most people in the world are seeking God…

although many religions offer to help people find God,



there is only way to the Father.

And it’s not any organized religion!

It’s a person.
We prefer to believe – and we like to hope –


that there are many paths to God…and life.

The Spirit, however, tells us this:
We know that the Son of God has come, and he has given us understanding so that we can know the true God. And now we are in God because we are in his Son, Jesus Christ. [1 John 5:20 NLT]
And then the Spirit adds, in a word of warning:

Dear children, keep away from anything that might take God's place in your hearts.

[1 John 5:21 NLT]
At the end…

Little children make many mistakes.

They require constant care


and continual instruction to overcome their mistakes.

Yet, in spite of this, everyone loves a little child.

That, by the way, is why the Spirit speaks to us as he does this morning.

He recognizes that, 

even if we have been Christians for a lifetime,


we still are little children.

Yet, the Spirit loves us dearly…


and wants us to have the best:



he wants each of us to have eternal life.

Little children, however, are often slow to recognize 

– and respond to – 

the love of their parents.

That, of course, can be rather frustrating for Mom and Dad.

But the day finally comes


-- and what a joyous day it is --



when a little child recognizes the love of his or her parents…



and responds to that love.

Let us – as the little children of God –


make this Pentecost Sunday a joyous day for the Holy Spirit.

He loves each of us…


loves each of us dearly.

Let us recognize His love today…


and respond to it.

Let us listen closely to his words…


and guess what?

He will surely lead us to eternal life.
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