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     Pentecost 01
“1 – 2 – 3…blest is me!”

[Numbers 6:22-27 NIV]
In the beginning…

A few claim there is no god;

they are called atheists.

Many more prefer not to think of god;


they are the Buddhists.

Some insist there is only one god –


the Jews and Muslims.

Others seem to include many gods –


the Hindus.

What about the Christians?
We also insist there is only one God;


yet we believe that this one God includes three persons:



a Father, his Son and their Holy Spirit.

Almost sounds like a bargain – three for one.
What an odd God!

Search the sacred writings of the world’s great religions;

you won’t find any god like this “three-in-one” wonder.

Search these sacred writings, 
and you can almost get your mind around the gods they reveal.
You can understand why Buddhists don’t want to think of god.

You can understand why Jews and Muslims insist there is only one god.

You can understand why Hindus embrace many gods.

But go figure this “three-in-one” God.

Yet search the Scriptures…

and this is the God you find.
Oh, you won’t find the word we’ve coined for this God;


you won’t find the word “trinity”.

But search the Scriptures,


and you will find one God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Sort of makes you wonder…
Could it be that all the other gods


-- gods which we can understand --



could it be that they are all the product of human imagination?

Could it be that this “three-in-one” God

-- this God whom we cannot comprehend --



could it be that he is much more of a divine creation?

For centuries, the wise and not-so-wise 

have tried to explain the mystery of this trinity

Patrick tried.
No! the shamrock is not just a cute decoration 

on your glass of green beer every March.

The three-leaf clover was St Patrick’s audio-visual aid

when he tried to describe one God in three persons.

Augustine also tried.

This playboy became one of the most profound thinkers

in the history of the Christian church.

He was determined to unravel the mystery of this “three-in-one” God.

He finally gave up in exasperation.
He then wrote another book –


one he simply entitled Confessions…



a book in which he admitted his limitations.

Augustine could have saved himself a lot of time and trouble.

He only had to recall 
what a pastor named Paul once wrote.
In a letter to Romans long ago

-- in a letter in which he tried to explain the ways of this triune God --



Pastor Paul wrote this:
Have you ever come on anything quite like this…God, this deep, deep wisdom? It’s way over our heads.  We’ll never figure it out.  “Is there anyone around who can explain God?”  [Romans 11:33-34 MSG]
Conserve your energy, folks!

Neither you nor I will ever be able to understand God fully.
And why should we?

After all, we didn’t make him;


he made us!

We can’t explain…


but we can experience, can’t we?

We can’t explain who this “three-in-one” God is…


but we can experience what this “three-in-one” God does.

Just like medicine.

We may not be able to explain 

how medicine is made…how it works.

But when it enters our bodies, 


we can enjoy the benefits.

Do you get the point?

You and I can never fully explain 

who God is or how he works.

But when he accept him

-- when he enters our hearts by faith --



we can experience his blessings.

What blessings, you ask?
Why, the blessings he promises to his people.

You’ve heard his blessing before;

and you’ll hear it again this morning



as we set out to discover 

what blessings each of us can experience 

from a God none of us can explain.

The LORD said to Moses, "Tell Aaron and his sons, 'This is how you are to bless the Israelites. Say to them: 

" ' "The LORD bless you and keep you; 
the LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace." '  

"So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them."  [Numbers 6:22-27 NIV]
Three times our “three-in-one” God announces his name --

three times he says “the Lord”.

And three times this “three-in-one” God pronounces a blessing --

each time, though, a different one.

1 – 2 – 3…blest is me!

“1 – 2 – 3…blest is me!
1)  The Lord blesses us with protection

We may not understand 
who this “three-in-one” God is,



but we can understand 
what one of the three – the Father – does for us.

This Lord, first of all, blesses us with his protection.

Uncertainty – that seems to be the only certainty these days.
Almost overnight, our lives can be changed forever.

All it takes is a report from the doctor…


or an interview with the manager.

And what about the weather?

Tornadoes strike the midwest;
hurricanes batter the south;

floods cover the east;

earthquakes rumble in the west.

The government can’t seem to do much.
Where can we turn for help?

How about the Lord…

that Lord who says he will bless -- and keep – us?

The Father is not only our creator;

he’s also our care-taker.

If you were confirmed as a youth in the Lutheran church,


you may remember these words.

You may remember hearing 


that God not only made us and all creatures,

but “that he still preserves us…

richly and daily providing…all that we need to keep our body and life;


defending us against all danger, 



guarding and protecting us from all evil”.

The Father blesses us by keeping us –


sometimes keeping us from trouble…



at other times, keeping us in trouble –




keeping us from anxiety in losses




keeping us from fear in sickness






keeping us from despair at death.

Uncertainty, then, is not the only certainty these days.

Listen to this:


The LORD said… 'This is how you are to bless (my people). Say to them: 

" ' The LORD bless you and keep you;’ 
…and I will bless them."  [Numbers 6:22-24,27 NIV]
2)  The Lord blesses us with pardon
We may not understand 

who this “three-in-one” God is,



but we can understand 

what another of the three – the Son – does for us.

This Lord blesses us with his pardon.

This past week – at our District convention –

I was asked about the members of Risen Christ.

I said, “They’re all good people.”

Honest!
We like to think that we’re “good people”, don’t we?

After all, most of us get most things right most of the time.

Of course, none of us gets all things right all of the time.

But so what?

A four-letter word here…

a tall tale there…

and a second, longer look at that body.

Those minor infractions don’t trouble us.
But they send the Father into a rage!
The Father, you see, is a perfectionist.
You know what that means, don’t you?

None of us is good enough for the Father.

What can you and I do about that?

Not a darn thing!

No matter how many tears we shed…


no matter how much time we accumulate in good behavior,



there is nothing we can do to make God see us in a favorable light. 

Only the Son can do that!

Only that Son who visited this planet --

that Son who came to live the life God expected us to live…



that Son who came to suffer the punishment God demanded we suffer –




only that Son can turn the Father’s head





and make him see us in a good light today.

That’s why the Father is beaming now.

There’s a smile on his face.

You can tell he’s satisfied –


no, not satisfied with what you and I do today;


he’s satisfied what his Son did 2000 years ago.

Because his Son died and rose again,


the Father today is free to give us what we don’t deserve and could never earn.

The Father is free to grant us a place at his table and a room in his mansion.

That’s grace, my friend; that’s grace.

Even if you think of yourself as a “good person”,

you can’t be good enough;

you still need that grace.

And if you look down on yourself as a “bad person”,

remember: you can never be too bad;


you can still enjoy that grace.

Listen to this:


The LORD said… 'This is how you are to bless (my people). Say to them: 

" ' The LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you;’ 
…and I will bless them."  [Numbers 6:22-23,25,27 NIV]
3)  The Lord blesses us with peace
We may not understand 

who this “three-in-one” God is,



but we can understand 

what the third of the three – the Spirit – does for us.

This Lord blesses us with his peace.

We live in a world at war.
There is fighting in Asia…Africa…the Americas.
To wage those battles, we use bullets and bombs.

There also is fighting in our neighborhood.

We have conflicts at home…at school…at the office.

For those skirmishes, we use hot words and cold shoulders.

At times, the fighting even rages within us.
We want to do what is right;


we wonder where we went wrong.

For those inner conflicts, 


we call on feelings such as anger…guilt…self pity.
What our world needs now isn’t love, but peace.

Not an external peace…
not a negotiated cease-fire…
not an uneasy calm,

but “shalom”.

What we need is “shalom” –


that Hebrew word and Jewish concept of “well-being”…


that inner peace that enables us to live comfortably --
comfortably with God…with others…even with ourselves.

After Jesus reunited us with the Father…

after he himself returned to the Father,



Father and Son seemed to take a second look at us.
They sensed something was missing.

Is that why they sent their Spirit into our world?


that Spirit whom Jesus called the “comforter”?
I know this Spirit has come…


and he has come bringing “shalom” –

that peace which Jesus promised to give to God’s people.

I also know that many of us are struggling today.

I know many of us are anxious.

If only we could get a break…


if only we could rest…relax.
Listen one more time, my friend.


The LORD said… 'This is how you are to bless (my people). Say to them: 

" ' The LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace (give you “shalom”);’ 
…and I will bless them."  [Numbers 6:22-23,26-27 NIV]
We may not be able to explain who this “three-in-one” God is,


but we can experience what he does.


Three times he blesses;

three times we benefit.
The Father protects us,


the Son pardons us,



and the Spirit gives us peace.

1 – 2 – 3…blest is me!

At the end…

I’ll conclude this message with a bit of trivia 


that may not be so trivial.

This morning, we heard God’s blessing in English.
If you were to read that blessing in its original Hebrew,


you would discover that each of the three blessings gets progressively longer.

The first blessing has three words,


the second five,



and the third seven.

It seems that once God starts blessing us,

he just can’t stop;



he wants to give us more and more.

When God blesses his people,


his name appears three times.

Yours and mine, though, are mentioned six times.

Read the blessing in English or Hebrew,


and discover that the pronoun “you” occurs six times.

Not “you” plural, but “you” singular.

God, it appears, is not interested in a general protection policy;


he’s not thinking of issuing an impersonal blanket pardon;



he’s not overly concerned about a world-wide peace.

No, he is intent on protecting you personally.

He wants to pardon you as an individual.

He longs to give you peace of heart and mind.

The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
The LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace. [Numbers 6:24-26 NIV]
That’s how pastors often conclude the worship service.
And then all of God’s people say: (“Amen”).

But whenever you and I do that,

God still has the last word.

You know what it is?

He says: And I will bless them.  [Numbers 6:27 NIV]
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