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                    Pentecost 6

Power…sex...money: 

power – what does God say?

In the beginning…

Power…sex…money.

Are you interested?

I know you are.

Did you know that God is too?

God, in fact, has a lot to say about all three.

He tells us that power, sex and money – all three – can be abused.

We – in the church – seem to worry about such abuse;

we focus on the temptations;


we warn of the dangers. 

But God is primarily positive.

It appears he wants us to enjoy all three.

He doesn’t tell us to shun power, forget about sex and get rid of all our money.

Instead, he wants ordinary folk like you and me 


to have more power, better sex , enough money.

And in his word to us, he tells how.

For the next three weeks then,


you and I will explore what God says about these three subjects.

Our goal?

Our goal is godly –


to want what God wants for us:



quite simply, to have more power, better sex and enough money.

We begin with power.

Power…

1) …is a universal Desire
Power, it seems, is an almost universal desire.

It has been said that 

human history is nothing more than a record of struggles for power.

Look at what we do as a nation.

Look specifically at our own history:


the US was birthed in a power struggle with the UK. 

Look at what we do as families.

Look specifically at the interaction between a parent and growing child:


“Yes, you will!”  “No, I won’t!”

Look at what we do as individuals.

Look specifically at what we buy:


we like to consume energy drinks, wear power suits, drive fast cars.

The desire for power is so strong…

I wonder: could it reveal a basic human need?


a need for strength?

We, of course, know that humans with power can be destructive.

When we see it happen,

we often say that “the power’s gone to his head”.

But what if the power goes, not to the head, 

but to the heart?

What if the power becomes an inner strength –

an inner strength that enables common folk like you and me 

to do rather uncommon things? 

What if the power enables us 

to withstand all those brutal “changes and chances” of life?

What if the power helps us 

to build lasting relationships in our families and with our friends?

What if the power moves us 

to stand up for what is right in our communities?

Wouldn’t that power be good --


good for us…good for others?

That, I submit, is the power we may desire…

and most certainly need.

That, too, is the power God offers to provide.

2) …is readily Available 

God, in fact, makes this power available to all.

This is what his Son has promised:


When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled with power  [Acts 1:8 TEV]
When God’s Spirit comes on you,


and you are filled with power,



what can you expect?

If you’re a man,


it seems that you don’t need to fear what comes out of the woods.

Hear what happened to a dude named Samson:

Suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him.  The Spirit of the Lord came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands  [Judges 14:5-6 NIV]

And if you’re a woman?

It seems that you don’t have to fear what comes out of the womb.

Hear now what happened to that damsel named Mary:


Mary asked…, “How can I have a baby?  I am a virgin.”

The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.  So the baby born to you will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God  [Luke 1:34-35 NLT]

Are you beginning to get the picture?

Are you beginning to realize what God offers us?

Are you beginning to understand 

what a pastor named Paul once said to timid Timothy?



God did not give us a Spirit that makes us afraid, but a Spirit of power 

[2 Timothy 1:7 NCV]

I suspect that some -- perhaps many – of us


see our life with God as a cycle…



a simple two-stage cycle.

We fail…God forgives.

We fail because we are sinners.

God forgives because he sent a Savior.

Please don’t misunderstand me.

We fail…God forgives.

That’s good news.

But that is not all of God’s news.

We need to hear what Paul Harvey calls “the rest of the story”.

We need to understand 

that our life with God is to be a three-stage cycle…


not two “F’s” but three.

We fail, yes.

And God forgives us because of his Son.

But he also fortifies us with his Spirit.

Failing…then forgiven…and fortified

In other words, there is hope;

we can do better.

When the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be filled with power  [Acts 1:8 TEV]
When, you ask, does God give us his Spirit and this power?

I think he already gave.

I think you – and I – already have it.

Do you remember what that man called Peter has said:

Be baptized…for the forgiveness of your sins.  Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  [Acts 2:38 NLT]
If you’ve been baptized, you’ve been gifted.

You have been given God’s Spirit…God’s power.

In other words, you and I have a tiger in our tank.

That pastor named Paul put it this way:

Don’t you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and who was given to you by God?  [1 Corinthians 6:19 TEV]

Hmmm…sort of makes you wonder.

If I have a tiger in my tank, then why…

why can’t I tear lions apart with my bare hands?



why am I still struggling? 

why do I seem so hapless?




why do I feel so helpless?

3) …needs to be Released
Why?

Because God’s Spirit – God’s power – needs to be released.

The Spirit that we’ve been given


needs to get out…and get on with his work.

How does that happen?

Listen to what Jesus tells us:

If you are thirsty, come to me…  Have faith in me, and you will have life-giving water flowing from deep inside you…  Jesus was talking about the Holy Spirit.  

[John 7:37-39 CEV]

If you are thirsty…


if you crave more power…



if you desire the strength to go on…

if you long for the strength to do better,





then come, says God’s son…






come and rely on me;







you will be filled








with the Spirit…with power.

So simple, 


yet so seldom…



so seldom do we do this.

We prefer to rely on our resources, don’t we?

We try to tough out the tough times all by ourselves.

We read a “how-to” book:


how to save a marriage…how to salvage a delinquent…how to secure a job.

We turn to friends for advice.

We try a drink or drug to pick us up.

The result is quite predictable.

Long ago, God told a prophet named Jeremiah to write these words:

My people have done two evils: they have turned away from me, the spring of living water.  And they have dug their own wells, broken wells that cannot hold water. [Jeremiah 2:13 NCV]

If we turn away from God instead of turning to him…


if we rely on our own strength rather than resorting to his power,



don’t be surprised if the tank is empty…




if there is little or no energy to get on with life.

God’s Spirit – God’s power -- stands ready to be released.

He only needs to get out and get on with his work in our lives.

How does that happen?

The “A-A” method seems to work.

The “A-A” method…

First of all, admit;


admit that we are weak…that we need help 

That’s what a pastor named Paul did.

He even said this:

I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may work through me…  When I am weak, then I am strong  [2 Corinthians 12:9-10 NLT]

Admit that we are weak,

then ask:

ask God’s Spirit – God’s power  -- to fill us.

That’s what Pastor Paul tells us to do.

He says:

Let the Spirit fill your life  [Ephesians 5:18 CEV]

Admit...then ask.

Did you know that the words Pastor Paul uses 

suggest that you and I repeat this activity regularly?

Sort of like breathing.

Breathing, in fact, is a good example of the “A-A’ method.

Exhale…admit.

Inhale…ask.

Exhale…


admit that you are weak.

Inhale…


ask God’s Spirit to fill you.


 

Does it work, though?

And if it does, how do we know?

4) …can be Evaluated
Did you know that God’s power can be evaluated?


that we can see the difference God’s Spirit makes in our lives?

How can we tell?

If God’s Spirit is strengthening me,


will I look more youthful?



will I have more muscles to flex?

Not really.

Some of the strongest people in this church are quite old and frail.

If God’s Spirit’s is empowering me,


will I do something spectacular?

Will I speak in tongues, heal the sick, even raise the dead?

Not necessarily.

Some of God’s strongest people have never performed a single miracle.

If God’s Spirit is working in my life, 


will I feel strong?

Perhaps not.

Remember that pastor named Paul?

He claimed that he was strongest when he felt weak?

How then can I know if God’s Spirit is working in my life?

Pastor Paul tells us:

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.  [Galatians 5:22-23 NIV]

Count them:


nine fruits…nine qualities –



that’s what God’s Spirit is working to produce in your life and mine.

If you’re observing any one of those qualities increasing…


if you’re observing more love, 

experiencing more joy, 

demonstrating more self-control 

than you did one year ago,


take that as a sign that God is at work in your life.

But what if you find that the opposite is true?


that you are less joyful or less patient now than last year?

That very well could be a sign that you’re working…and God is not –

that you’re depending more on yourself than God to get you through.

Be careful.

It really doesn’t matter how long you or I have been a child of God,


we will never outgrow our need for his help.

At the end…

We are told that life is a journey.

For some of us, that journey has been difficult…


especially during the past few months.

A few have weathered some very severe storms.

You may wonder how you made it.

Actually, you didn’t.

It was God’s Spirit at work within you;


he empowered you to do more that you could ever ask or imagine.

Others, though, have not fared so well.

Today you are weary…worn out…ready to give up.

You don’t think you can go on.

Actually, you can’t.

But God’s Spirit can.

Allow his power to work within you,


and you, too, will be able to do more than you could ever ask or imagine.

Look again at the outline for this message.

Look at the four words that need to be supplied.

Look at the first letters of those words:


D – A – R – E.

That really is my message to you this morning.

DARE.

Amid all the changes and chances of life,


dare to trust God…



dare to rely on his power.

You’ve heard the promise, haven’t you?

Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.  

[Isaiah 40:31 NIV]
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