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                    Pentecost 7

Power…sex...money: 

sex – what does God say?

In the beginning…

If you are worshiping with us for the first time…


or if you worship with us only occasionally and have come today,



we’re glad you’re here.

But you may have chosen the wrong Sunday;

then again, you may have selected the right one.

You see, this morning we’re going to talk about sex.

We need to talk about sex.

We live in a culture besotted with sex.

If you work in an office…study at a school…play on a beach 


-- even if you stay at home to read a magazine --



you are surrounded by sexual images.

This is a professional magazine for hair stylists. [back cover]

It acquaints hair stylists


with the latest and greatest products for hair care. [internal pages]

But this is the cover. [front cover]

Sex: in our culture, you simply can’t avoid it.

We need to talk about sex.

Recent research reveals that 

75% of people in these United States have been affected negatively by sex…


have been hurt by sexual choices they – or someone they know – made.

3 out of every 4 people –


that’s a lot of pain…
even in a small church like ours.

We need to talk about sex.

A study at several mega-churches on the west coast


has shown that 50% of youth in Christian families there



hear nothing about sex from their parents.

Who – or what – then is setting the agenda for sex 

in the lives of these young people?

We need to talk about sex.

God certainly does.

In fact, he has a lot to say on the subject.

And, this morning, we’re going to explore what he tells us.

Sex: what does God say?

1) Savor God’s gift of sex

God, first of all, encourages you and me to enjoy sex…


to savor his gift of sex.

Sex, you know, was not discovered in a dark alley behind a porn shop.

It was God’s design…from the beginning.

Simply look at the bodies he gave us.

We have body parts designed 

for looking and listening,



for smelling and tasting,




for touching and titillating.

The female body, in fact, has a part


whose only function seems to be sexual pleasure.

(Oh, I’m so grateful my mom is already with Jesus;


she’d be dying if she were here this morning.)

If looking at the body God gave you


doesn’t convince you that he made you a sensual – sexual – creature,



then listen…




listen to what God says.

Do you remember the first words God spoke to the people he created?

“Have sex!”

You don’t believe me?

Listen:

God created people in his own image; God patterned them after himself; male and female he created them.  God blessed them and told them, “Multiply and fill the earth…”  [Genesis 1:27-28 NLT]

Now you and I both know that if we’re going to multiply,


we need to “have sex”.

If you still don’t get the picture…


well, God becomes even more graphic.

In the first chapter of the Bible,


God provides a general description of how he created the universe.

He concludes by telling the man and woman he made to “have sex”.

In the second chapter, though,


God gives a detailed account of how he designed the man and the woman.

He completes his description with these words:

Then the Lord God made a woman…, and he brought her to the man.  …  For this reason, a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.  [Genesis 2:22,24 NIV]

The two – man and woman – become “one flesh” –


God’s picture of sexual intercourse.

We have a Creator who is interested in our pleasure.

He designed us to experience sexual pleasure.

He wants us to enjoy this gift –


to talk about it…to explore it fully with the partner he has given to us.

He even gives us a model of a very healthy sexual relationship.

Listen – with me – to a conversation between two lovers…


a conversation that God has recorded in his word to us.

The man is speaking:

You are beautiful and pleasant; my love, you are full of delights.  You are tall like a palm tree, and your breasts are like bunches of fruit.  I said, “I will climb up the palm tree and take hold of its fruit.”  [Song of Songs 7:6-8 NCV]


The woman responds:

I belong to my lover, and he desires only me.  Come, my lover, let’s go out into the country and spend the night in the fields.  Let’s go early to the vineyards… There I will give you my love.”  [Song of Songs 7:10-12 NCV]

That conversation – rated PG-13…maybe even R –


is recorded in a book entitled Song of Songs.

Some Biblical scholars claim the book is an allegory…


a picture of the relationship between God and his people.

I’m not convinced.

The Jews assigned this book to a category called “Wisdom Literature” –


that category of Old Testament books 

in which God tells his people how to live on planet earth.
The evidence is almost overwhelming.

God is not a kill-joy.

He has created us as sexual beings.

He wants us to enjoy sexual pleasure.

But are we?

Are you?

Are you exploring – with the partner God has given you –


what brings joy and gives pleasure to him or her?

Are you enhancing the romance in your relationship?

Are you enjoying – with your spouse – God’s gift of sex?

Or are you merely enduring 

what one poor soul described as “routine, maintenance sex”?

2)  Employ God’s guidelines for sex
God isn’t down on pleasure,


but he definitely is down on pain.

That’s why he directs us to employ his guidelines for sex.

Sex, of course, can be fun;


but even fun benefits from some boundaries.

Watch a bunch of guys gathering for a game of football.

First, they divide into teams;


then they define the boundaries:



what is “out-of-bounds”…what is the goal-line.

Finally, the game begins…

and everybody has fun playing, scoring.

God also sets boundaries for scoring in our sexual relationships.

Why does he do that?

Two reasons, I suspect.

First is our condition.

When God first created male and female,


male and female walked around stark naked…



without any shame or sensation.

We can’t do that anymore.

(I tried it one day in my home…


grossed everyone out.)

The people in my home…the people in yours are fallen creatures.

And this condition affects us especially – I submit – as sexual beings.

Even Jesus emphasized this when he visited planet earth.

One day – while at church – 

Jesus was talking with a bunch of guys…a bunch of good guys.

He told them:

You have heard that the law of Moses says, “Do not commit adultery”.  But I say, anyone who even looks at a woman with lust in his eye has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  [Matthew 5:27-28 NLT]

What is Jesus saying?

Basically this “fact of life”:


that after sin entered our world, 

our blood left our brain and headed south.

Today, a man can hardly look at woman 

without focusing on her body parts.

A woman can easily fantasize about a man 

who seems more sensitive than her boyfriend or husband.

Teenagers can readily idolize the sexual attractiveness of their developing bodies.

And any of us can quickly become addicted to porn.

After sin entered our world, our thinking about sex went south.

We can easily abuse and misuse God’s great gift of sex.

Without bounds, we are almost bound to make poor choices…


poor choices that produce a lot of pain.

Remember: God isn’t down on pleasure;


he is down on pain.

He simply doesn’t want you or me to suffer.

That concern, then, is the second reason


why God gives guidelines – why he sets boundaries – for sex.

Some, of course, still say that sex without boundaries hurts no one.

Don’t believe them.

Listen instead to the victims of sex without boundaries…

the 75% of people in this country who have been hurt by poor sexual choices 

that they – or someone they know – made.

Interview the parents of a young man or woman infected with AIDS.

Speak with members of a family shattered by divorce.

Listen to the sad stories of an abused child…a deserted spouse.

Observe the insecurity of people 

who change partners more often than they change their wardrobes. 

God reminds us that


the poor choices we make about sex today



can cause more damage – produce more pain – 

than any other ill-advised decision we will ever take.

This is what the Creator of our bodies says:


Run away from sexual sin!  No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does.  


[1 Corinthians 6:18 NLT]

What, then are God’s guidelines for safe sex?

Don’t we know?

If God were in business,


he would win an award for clear, concise and complete communication.


In a short and simple paragraph,


God’s son defines the boundaries God has set.

God’s plan was seen from the beginning of creation, for he made them male and female.  This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.  Since they are no longer two, but one, let no one separate them, for God has joined them together.

[Mark 10:6-9 NLT]

Do we need a picture?

If so, draw a box.

In the box, insert one man and one woman.

Label the box: call it “marriage”.

Include an expiration date:


not a number but a noun…like “death”.

There you have it…


God’s design for sex.

One man…one woman…in one life-long union.

Sex outside the box 


-- sex before marriage…sex after marriage, with someone not in the box with you --



is not part of God’s design.

Sex outside the box can hurt…


can hurt you…your spouse…your children…even your friends.

3)  Experience God’s grand plan for your life

By focusing on God’s gift of sex…his guidelines for sex,


we may think that God is only interested in our sex life.

God, however, has a grand plan for us.

What is that plan…his dream for you and me?

Simply this:


God wants you to be holy  [1 Thessalonians 4:3 NLT]
That’s what God says:


he wants you and me to be holy.

Holy – what does that mean?

“Don’t drink, don’t smoke or chew!

Don’t go out with girls that do!”?

Does it include a year or two in a Tibetan monastery?

The Greek word that many translate as “holy”


actually means “set apart”.

In other words, God wants you and me to be special,


not always better – but certainly different – than other people.

For that dream, he sacrificed his Son on a cross.

For that dream, he also sent his Spirit into our world.

God’s dream for us, though, can turn into a nightmare.

And it is the bad choices we make about God’s good gift of sex…


it is those sins that seem to affect God’s plan most of all.


Sins of sex are not unforgivable,

but – more than any other – 

they seem to hinder our development as a child of God.

They seem to limit the changes that God wants to work in our lives.

Listen again to what God tells us:


God wants you to be holy  [1 Thessalonians 4:3 NLT]
Now hear what follows.

Think of all that our Designer could have said;

then listen to what he highlights:   

God wants you to be holy.  So keep clear of sexual sin.  Then each of you will control your body and live in holiness.  [1 Thessalonians 4:3-4 NLT]

God wants you and me to be special.

How can we help – not hinder – his plan for our lives?

What’s the process?

How can we keep clear of sexual sin?

We all know that the sex drive is strong

Some who have had sex outside the box told me


that they couldn’t help it…couldn’t control their passion.

(I think I may have said something similar to my wife last week.)

However, to all of us who think we can’t control our sex drive,


Doug Fields – a Baptist pastor in California – says this:



“You think you can’t control yourself, eh?



Let’s say you go out dancing.  

You’re attracted to a person of the opposite sex.

First you talk, then you touch; you think ‘It’s happening!’

You go home together.

As the body temperatures rise and the bedroom windows steam up,


the person says:



‘Before we really get into it, I need to tell you…



I work in the cubicle next to your mom.



I have 9 of the 10 known sexually transmitted diseases.



And my friend Spike – just got out of jail this morning…




should be back at anytime.’

Now you tell me that you can’t control yourself.

You’ll probably make Gandhi look like a slacker.”

Fear -- that’s one way to control lust.

God offers another.

He urges us to control lust with love.

He directs us to focus our attention on the love of his son Jesus…


a love so intense, so passionate that we’ll never fully comprehend it.

After all, the guy did sacrifice himself for you…for me.

Focus on that love, says God,

and you’ll find the strength to keep clear of sexual sin…

to live life as God intended.

This, in fact, is his promise:

May you experience the love of Christ, though it is so great you will never fully understand it.  Then you will be filled with the fullness of life and power that comes from God.  [Ephesians 3:19 NLT]

Control lust with love…the love of God;


and conquer insecurity with intimacy.

Insecurity, you know, prompts us to say things we don’t believe…


do things we know are wrong.

When we feel insecure, we tend to make compromises…


just to get a sense of security.

After more than 30 years of ministry,


I have learned that when we – as Christians – feel insecure,



we readily do what everyone else does:




we compromise God’s guidelines…





we have sex outside the box.

What we are seeking, I submit, is intimacy.

What was it that our Creator said?


It is not good for the man (or woman) to be alone.  [Genesis 2:18 NIV]

Intimacy, it appears, is a basic need.

Sex, though, does not produce intimacy.

We know that.

We even say:


“Men fake intimacy to have sex; women fake sex to have intimacy.”

 

We long for intimacy, but seem to look in the wrong places.

Our Designer, though, knows what we need.

Again he directs us to his Son –


that Son who loves us and gave himself for us.

Get on with my Son, says God,


and you’ll discover just how intimate a relationship can be.

Listen, my friend, to this promise…made by the Son himself:


If you keep my words, you’ll remain intimately at home in my love.  [John 15:10 MSG]

Augustine put it this way:


“We were made by God…for God.  

Our hearts will be restless until they rest in him.”

We conquer our insecurity by becoming intimate…intimate with God.

At the end…

I conclude with a story:


a story first told by Jesus…the story of a father and son –



a son who made some very poor choices in life.

It all began when the young man rejected his father’s life-style;

the guy wanted no boundaries.

So he went out…and went to bed

-- with many women and perhaps a few men –



but ended up sleeping with the pigs.

He sought pleasure, but found pain.

He longed for home…and life with his father.

He wondered what he could do to make it happen.

But as he was walking, his father came running…


running to welcome him home.

Many of us have made poor sexual choices in the past.

Some of us are having sex outside the box today.

Yet God still has a dream for each one of us.

He wants to make us holy…


wants to make us special…set apart from all that is painful.

He longs to give us a preferred future…

a future with lots of love and incredible intimacy.

That’s why he stands with open arms and waits…


waits for us to come…



come home to him.

	On 23 July 2006, this message was shared with members and friends of Risen Christ Lutheran Church at 9050 60th Street N in Stillwater MN. If you have comments or questions, please call the church (651.770.3618).


PAGE  
1

