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                               Epiphany 1
Shine Jesus shine: shine in a new way
Isaiah 43:1-7; Romans 6:1-11; Luke 3:15-22 [NIV]
In the beginning…
“All the world’s a stage,” wrote William Shakespeare;
a stage – I might add – on which God unfolds his plan…



directs a simply divine drama for all to see.

We – in the church – like to stage “re-runs” of that drama every year.

For four weeks in December – at a time we call Advent –


we watch “trailers”…previews of the coming attraction.

At Christmas, a light in the sky tells us that “a star is born”.
In the next act of this divine drama


-- during the season of Epiphany --



the star begins to perform…




and we begin to see what the guy can do.

For the next month or so,

let this church become a community theater.

We’ll make up the audience.

Not the world, but our worship, will be the stage –

the stage on which Jesus does his stuff.

Each week for six weeks, we’ll view a different scene.
We’ve entitled this act of the divine drama: 
“Shine Jesus shine”.

This, as you know, is also the title of a song --

written by Graham Kendrick in the ‘90’s…


written for the annual “March for Jesus” in the UK.

Kendrick – like us – wanted to focus attention on Jesus.
“Shine Jesus shine”.

You may think we forgot the punctuation.
Not really; we just want to be flexible.

Sometimes we may insert two commas,

one before and one after the name of Jesus. [Shine, Jesus, shine}

If we do that, the focus will be on Jesus…and what he does.
We, in the audience, can applaud and say: “Shine, Jesus, shine!”

At other times, though, we may add only one comma…


after the name of Jesus. [Shine Jesus, …]

The spotlight then will turn on us,

and we, in the audience, will hear what we need to do:


“Shine Jesus!”

Shine Jesus shine: shine in the water
1)  Shine, Jesus…at your baptism
As the curtain is drawn aside for the first scene,

we notice that a cobalt-colored river 

– called the Jordan – 

provides the setting.

We see two men standing in the water.

This is a familiar scene,


not only captured by artists long ago…



but recast by artists today.

It is a sight pictured


by painters in Africa…



by painters in Asia.

The spotlight, though, always focuses on only one of the men,


the one called Jesus.

And we, in the audience, scream: “Shine, Jesus, shine!”

After all, this is the star’s debut.

We well may wonder if he’s going to “make a splash” there in the Jordan…


if he’s going to appeal to the crowds.

We love crowd-pleasers, don’t we?

We love the comedians 

whose jokes make us laugh so hard that tears come to our eyes.

We love the sports heroes 


whose clutch plays get our adrenaline flowing.

We love the politicians


whose glib promises lead us to believe that, yes, we will get the moon.

Will Jesus have that kind of appeal?
A bird, a plane – no, a dove – catches our attention.

And a voice from offstage – actually from above – says:

“You, Jesus...



You are my Son, whom I love, with you I am well pleased  [Luke 3:22]

Hmm…

Jesus obviously is not playing to the crowd;


he’s playing for his Father…for God.

He’s not a crowd-pleaser;


he’s a God-pleaser.

Ahh! that explains why Jesus was baptized.
Baptism, you see, was nothing new.

It also was nothing for the Jews…God’s chosen people.

It was reserved for the Gentiles…the sinners…the second-class citizens.

It was their back-door into God’s kingdom.

God didn’t move the goal-posts;


he just leveled the playing field



when he insisted that all be baptized.

So when John asked a sinless Jew named Jesus “Why?”…

“Why are you being baptized?”,

Jesus simply replied:

This is how it should be, because we must do all that God wants us to do [Matthew 3:15 CEV]
Jesus – not a crowd-pleaser, but a God-pleaser.

What does that mean for folk like you and me?

Is Jesus to be our model?

Are we supposed to follow his example…


please God just as he pleased God?

Of course, the answer is “yes”.

But I have a problem with that…

probably because I have a problem pleasing God.

Maybe you know what I mean.

Sometimes I don’t even care if I please God.

At other times, I try to please him...
but often look like a fool (at least to God).

I think that I can fool you, though.

Every weekend, I don my Sunday best.

When I come to church, 

I at least try to look like I’m doing what God wants.

Maybe I’m just playing to the crowd that comes here.

But my family knows how often I fail to please God.

They know how irritable, angry I can get at home.

They know how vulgar I can act.

They know how selfish I can be?


“Dear, did you eat all the spring rolls…again?”

A great crowd-pleaser one day a week…


not a great God-pleaser any day of the week.

That’s me;…that’s my problem;


I suspect it may be yours as well.

So what good is a model if you can’t copy it?

an example it you can’t follow it?

Jesus: is that all you are?

Listen again to how the star of the show explains his baptism:

We must do all that God wants us to do [Matthew 3:15 CEV]
We?
Why doesn’t Jesus say “I”?

Who is “we”?

Jesus and John?  Yes!
But also Jesus and us!

When he was baptized,


Jesus wasn’t playing to the crowd;



he was performing for God;




but he also was performing for us.

He was doing for us what we could never do for ourselves.

He was doing for us 

what Max Lucado once did for one of his daughters 

in a shop at New York’s LaGuardia Airport.

I think I’ve told this story before;


but it’s so appropriate I want to share it with you again.

The sign above the ceramic pieces said “Do not touch”.

But the wanting was stronger than the warning.

She touched; it fell.

When Max looked up,


he saw 10-year-old Sara holding two pieces of a New York City skyline;

he also saw an angry manager beside her.

Over them both was the written rule.
His daughter had no money.

The manager had no mercy.

So Max did what dads do:


he stepped in and asked: “How much do we owe?”

Max really didn’t owe anyone anything.

However, because his child could not pay, he did.

You and I – we owe God a perfect life;


only that will please him.

We know the rules we need to keep.

We also know that we’ve broken those rules.

We’ve even broken our promises to do better.

Worst of all, we’ve broken God’s heart.

You and I – we owe God a perfect life.

But we can’t deliver; we can’t pay.

But Christ can…and Christ did.

He, in fact, did all that God wanted us to do.

It all began with his baptism.

Of course, it ended on a cross.

But when Jesus was baptized,


he announced to the world:



“I’m paying…paying for you!”
I think that calls for a round of applause.

Let’s clap. [applause]

Shine, Jesus, shine!

1)  Shine Jesus…after our baptism
We, too, were baptized.

And, for most of us, our baptism was a rather tame affair.
We were sprinkled with water in a comfortable church.

We were celebrated at home with a dinner shared by family and friends.

For many individuals, though,


baptisms are not tame;



they are traumatic.

I have witnessed such baptisms in southern China.

So did Jim Denison in Malaysia.
Jim was a missionary in eastern Malaysia.

He tells of a young woman 

who worshiped at the church he served.

Jim, of course, was delighted 

when the woman asked to be baptized.

As dawn broke on the day of the woman’s baptism,

Jim saw her carrying two pieces of worn-out luggage to the church.

When Jim asked what she was doing,

the woman – with tears streaming down her cheeks – 
said: 



“My father told me that, if I was baptized as a Christian,


I could never go home again.  That’s why I brought my luggage.



I have to start over.”

Hey, isn’t that what baptism is supposed to be?

A pastor named Paul claims that baptism is a matter of life and death...


actually a matter of death and life.

Don’t you know, he asks…

Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  [Romans 6:3-4]
A growing number of churches 

– whether they baptize infants or adults –

are immersing them in water during baptism.

Lutherans, I’m sure, will be slow to jump on this wagon.

But a baptism by immersion – if you’ve ever witnessed one –


provides a striking picture of what God is doing behind the scenes.

As a person goes under the water,

God drowns that individual’s sins,



buries them in depths of the sea,




because of what Jesus did on the cross.

And as a person comes out of the water,


God is still working…



giveing that individual a new life,




again because of what Jesus did, this time in the crypt.

When you’re baptized, you get a life…a new life.

You can do what you couldn’t do before;

you can please God.

You actually love him.
You long to worship him every week.

You want what he wants:

you strive to preserve the life he created, 

uphold the marriage he instituted,

protect the property he gave, not only to you but to all.

That, at least, is the model.
Why don’t we see it more often…


even in our own lives?

Was our baptism, perhaps, a dud?

That’s a good question:

Why does a baptized individual…


why does a person who died to sin still live in it?

Why does a child adopted by God not live like a child of God?

As a father who has fostered 7 children and adopted Carmen,

I can answer that question…but I won’t.

Ralph Wallace, a Lutheran pastor from Tennessee, has a better response.

In a sermon he preached on the baptism of Jesus,


Ralph spoke of the children he and his wife Nancy had adopted.

He told how he and his wife signed the papers and sealed the relationship,


swearing to love and support the children.

He also added that notarized papers and noble promises are no guarantee…

no guarantee that a child will remain in the family.

Ralph’s congregation thought the couple had adopted two children.

But in his sermon, Ralph revealed this:

“Nancy and I have a child whom you do not know.  He does not live with us.


This child finds it extremely difficult to live within the relationship we established
…extraordinarily difficult to respond to our love…

“You give a terrible freedom to another when you love him or her.  It is the same freedom God has given us: the freedom to refuse the love, reject the lover…

“But there is one thing my child cannot do: he can’t make me stop loving him.”
When you were baptized, 

God signed the papers and sealed the relationship;


he adopted you as his child; 

he promised to love you forever.

There is nothing you – or I – can ever do to make God stop loving us.

But…

but each of us has an awful power within –



the power to reject God, refuse his love.

I suspect we all have experienced that power in our lives.

God has felt it, too.

He’s felt our rejection of his love…our refusal to walk his ways.

Perhaps that’s why he’s given us another power…

an awesome power to combat that awful power.

And -- wouldn’t you know it? – 

he gave us that power when we were baptized

What did one of God’s representatives tell folks like you and me?
Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. [Acts 2:38 NLT]
Did you hear that?
God’s Spirit 


-- the One a pastor named Paul says raised Jesus from the dead --



that Spirit makes our heart his home when we are baptized.

That Spirit lives in us to help us live for God.

When we were baptized,

God adopted us as his children.

But baptism is not magic.

After we are baptized, we still have to make a choice.

We can refuse to have anything at all to do with God.

Or we can resolve to rely on God’s Spirit 
to help us do everything God wants.

Martin Luther


- you may remember that he’s the guy who once said: 



“I promised God a thousand times I would do better --



Martin Luther said that we should make the choice every day.
He suggested that, every morning as you wash yourself,


decide to renounce the sins 
that God washed away when you were baptized.

And as you step out of the tub to get dressed,


resolve to start over…
and live the new life God gave you when you were baptized.

In other words, every morning

-- when you’re all clean and wearing fresh clothes --


shine…shine Jesus…shine like Jesus.

At the end…
As the curtain falls on this scene set by the Jordan River,

remember what you saw and heard.

Remember that Jesus took the stage 

and performed, not only for God…but for you,


so that you – in turn – could take the stage today and perform for him.

He shined in the water on the day of his baptism,


so that you could shine on all the days after your water baptism.

Will Jesus’ baptism for you


-- and your baptism in him --



have any effect in your life this week…this new year?
It can...

It can if you resolve to go out

and walk with him who shines as the “light of the world”

and also walk for him, shining as his light in your world.

And may go with him who came as the “light of the world”.

This week…this year, folks, just “shine Jesus shine”…


and put the commas wherever you want.
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