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                               Epiphany 2
Shine Jesus shine: shine and overflow
Joel 3:16-18; 1 Corinthians 12:4-11; John 2:1-11 [NIV]
In the beginning…
It’s Epiphany – 

and we’re watching a drama…a simply divine drama.

This church has become a community theater…our worship a stage.

Last week – in the first scene –


we saw the star born at Christmas make his debut.

Some would say that he “made quite a splash” 


when he was baptized in the Jordan River.

What will Jesus do in today’s sequel?
How could he top the performance 
that so pleased his father in scene one?

Will he intervene and bring peace to the Middle East?
Will he increase the world’s food supply and eliminate hunger?
Will he – once and for all – provide a cure for that dreaded disease –

no, not HIV, but leprosy?

As the curtain is drawn aside for scene two,

we notice a rather quaint setting – a remote rural village --


not really the stage for a star to strut his stuff.

The townsfolk there know how to make hay;

they also know how to “party hearty”.

And everyone, it seems, has turned out for a big event in the small town.
If you look closely, you can even find Jesus in the crowd.
No, he’s not the host…


not the guest of honor either;



he’s just one of the party-goers.

But even in this production far off Broadway…


even in a minor role,



Jesus still shines.
Today, the star shines with the wine…


shines as the wine overflows…
overflows at the wedding of an unknown couple 
in the little-known village of Cana.

Shine Jesus shine: shine and overflow

He is extravagant…

1) …with our family
You know the story line.

The wine was gone. [John 2:3]
Perhaps more people have come than expected.

Maybe the celebration has lasted longer than planned.

It’s even possible that the bride and groom are stingy,


saving their money for a cabin on Lake Galilee.
Whatever the reason, the wine was gone. [John 2:3]
(Trumpet call)

Jesus steps out of the limelight and into the spotlight.

The star rescues a damsel in distress 
as well as her newly acquired husband.

How does he do it?

By filling their cellar with wine.

Have you ever done the math 
on this first miracle that Jesus performed?

Try it sometime.

From six jars of water,


Jesus produced at least 50 cases of wine.
Not “two buck chuck” either…but the best.

50 cases of Chateau Lafitte Bordeaux.


Now really...isn’t that a bit much? a bit over the top?

Such extravagance!  What’s the point?

Jesus may not be the life of the party,

but he can bring life to the party…


especially when you think your party is over.

Just ask the young couple who held their wedding in a little village called Cana.
When we are young, 

we like to think that life is – or, at least, should be – a party.

However, as we age, we ask:

if life is a party, why does it hurt so much?
For most of us, the partying seems to end much too quickly.
When – may I ask -- did the party end for you?
When did you discover the wine was gone…


or at least not much help in solving your problems?

Did it happen when you didn’t get the job you wanted…


or lost the job you really liked?

Did the lights go out the day your spouse seemed to change

or your child charged out of the house?
Did the fun stop the moment you started to care for aging parents 
and anxious children at the same time?

Did a stay in the hospital

– or a service at the funeral home – 

wipe the smile off your face?
When did the party end for you?

As I said, Jesus may not be the life of the party,


but he can bring new life to the party…



especially when you think your party is over.

A man named John


-- the man who recorded the scene we are viewing this morning --



also recorded these words of Jesus:




I have come that you may have life, and have it abundantly  [John 10:10]
In scene two,

as the spotlight again shines on Jesus.

he focuses on the family.
Jesus is concerned about the family…

that he longs to help wherever he can…


especially when the family is under stress or in distress.
Look what he did for that couple during their wedding at Cana.

That couple – if they were allowed to speak –

would tell you that what Jesus does can exceed your expectations.
After all, 50 cases of Chateau Lafitte Bordeaux…

That couple would nod their heads in agreement

if they listened to a pastor named Paul preach:



(Jesus) is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine. 
[Ephesians 3:20]
Just what can Jesus do for your family…or mine,

especially when they are under stress or in distress?
Let me ask you this:


what do you want Jesus to do?

I know what I needed when my party was over…

when my family broke up – and I broke down – more than 15 years ago.

I felt so alone;

I wanted someone to be with me…

someone to assure me that I was still okay.

One friend did call every few days;


another visited once a week.

But Jesus was “too much”.

He was with me 24/7.

He said, I will be with you always  [Matthew 28:20]
I also wanted to know that there was hope…


that “things would get better”.

This time, it wasn’t what Jesus said


-- it was what Jesus did – 

that exceeded my expectations.

I would have been satisfied with a bottle of “two buck chuck”;


but I too received cases of Chateau Lafitte Bordeaux.

I was given a wife I don’t deserve…


a child that delights me.

I have enjoyed more than a decade of -- what can I say? --

I can’t say that I have lived my dream,



for what I have lived has been beyond even my wildest dreams.

A young couple from Cana

– if they were allowed to speak – 

could tell you what Jesus can do.

So can I.

Brothers and sisters, I also can say:

(Jesus) is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine. [Ephesians 3:20]
But this too I must tell you:
We may have to wait for Jesus’ help.

My time has not yet come [John 2:4]

that’s what Jesus said when the young couple at Cana needed his help.
We don’t know how much time it took for Jesus to help;
it didn’t seem very long.
On the other hand, I had to wait for almost two years.

But both the young couple and this old man will tell you:


“It was well worth the wait”

At the end, cases of Chateau Lafitte Bordeaux.

No, at the very end, so much more than fine wine.

At the very end, a party that never ends.

You would just die for that party.

So did Jesus.

In fact, his death on the cross…


his resurrection from the crypt



has made us all party-goers.

Jesus will be the life of that party;


and will have the time of our lives.

It will be just “heavenly”.

Jesus always saves the best for last.

Jesus can be so extravagant –


so extravagant with our families…



also so extravagant with his family, the church.

Believe it or not, he enables members of churches like this to be heroes.

That’s what a pastor named Paul tells us…


and that’s what another pastor – this one named Stephen – says as well.

2) with his family (the church)
How far would you go to be a hero? 

[Share highlights of newspaper article about what people would and would not do to be a hero.]

What about you?  Are you a hero?  Do you want to be a hero?   Maybe you need a hero?

Heroes have special powers to help people in need in ways that no one else can.  A Hero, that’s what Jesus was to the people in Cana.  Jesus is a hero for people today.  He snatches us out of danger, and he puts us in a safe place.  He blesses us abundantly with more than we could ever need.  When Jesus saved us from sin, death, and Satan, he also gave us many spiritual blessings.  Could we say that Jesus gave us special powers?  Super powers?

There is a TV show that was very popular last fall, and it’s starting up again in a week or so.  The show is called Heroes. Ordinary people suddenly realize that they have extraordinary powers.

· An insecure high school student can miraculously heal herself from any injury.

· A low ranking cop with low self-esteem can read minds

· A politician can fly

· A Japanese business man can stop time, and travel to the past or into the future.

· An unemployed dad can pass right through walls.

The thing that I find so interesting about the show, is that in spite of their powers, they are changed very little otherwise.  They are still struggling, broken, hurting people who continue to hurt each other.  They are able to save New York City from exploding, but they cannot heal their broken lives.

What if we had super powers?  What would you do with them?  This is no science fiction.  The gift of the Hoy Spirit that God gives all believers comes with special powers.  Why?  Because God blesses ordinary people to to extraordinary things.

Don’t believe me?  Jesus told his disciples, “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these [John 14:12].  God tells us in Ephesians 2 that “we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do [Ephesians 2:12].
We may not be able to leap tall buildings in a single bound, but God has given us even better gifts.  1 Corinthians 12 says, “To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge…, to another faith…, to another gifts of healing…, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.”

There is a guy I know who works at a power plant in Michigan.  It’s hot, noisy, dirty work.  His co-workers are crude; they curse, swear, and belch.  For the 30 + years he’s worked there, he’s hated it and was counting down the days to his retirement years ago.

This same guy, who goes to church regularly and has a simple faith, discovered a couple of years ago that God gave him a gift of healing.  One of his co-workers was going through a very nasty divorce.  Her husband left her for another woman, and her estranged husband, who worked in the same power plant, was bad mouthing her and spreading rumors.  She was at the lowest point in her life, and could hardly comprehend how she would continue.  

This guy who hates his job came to the rescue with the gift of healing.  He didn’t swoop in with a red cape and save the marriage.  But, he spoke up on her behalf when rumors were flying.  He sat and listened as she tried to describe her unspeakable pain and humiliation.  He reassured her that things would be OK, eventually.  He helped her realize that life would go on and that it could be a good life.  The guts to speak out, a listening ear and reassuring words were this hero’s superpowers.  He still doesn’t like his job, but now he’s talking about postponing retirement by a year or too.  He will never admit it, but I think he wants to stick around a little longer and see how God might use him.

So shine!  Overflow with the spiritual gifts and blessings that God gave you and be a hero.  Maybe you are thinking, “How can I be a hero?  How can I shine?  How can I do extraordinary thing when I am the one hurting.”  A true hero knows that his power is not his own.  A true hero knows that the source of his power is Jesus Christ.  The true mark of a hero is faith – faith that even in the worst of circumstances, when all other hope is gone – that Jesus is still Immanuel, God with us. 

“The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” [Psalm 34:18].  Whether you’ve been victimized, betrayed, or abandoned – Jesus is by your side and he will never leave you alone.  Jesus did not take your sins all the way to the cross, save you from death itself only to abandon you now in your hour of need.

Heroes are strong and courageous.  They fear nothing.  Maybe God has placed you in someone’s life to be their hero.  Maybe God has placed someone in your life because you need the hero.  I don’t know where you’re at now, but no matter where you are, you are all heroes and mighty warriors because God is with you.

Moses heroically led the Israelites for 40 + years, and as the time of his death drew near, Israel was afraid.  What would they do without their hero?  Moses comforted them with these words, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you."
So whether you are the comforter or the comforted, believe that God is with you.  By faith believe that you are heroes.  You are heroes with superpowers, for the strengthening of your own faith and for the good of others.  And remember, a heroes power is not his own.  A real hero simply overflows with what God has given him into the lives of others.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may shine and overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

	On 14 January 2007, this message was shared with members and friends of Risen Christ Lutheran Church at 9050 60th Street N in Stillwater MN. If you have comments or questions, please call the church (651.770.3618).
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