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        Pre-lent
What to do when you don’t know what to do:
Believe Jesus makes a way through the maze

[Psalm 27 NLT]

In the beginning…

Last Sunday I told you about a parrot…and a magician.
Today it’s the story of a parakeet…and its owner.

Chippie never saw it coming.

One minute, he was peacefully perched in his cage.

The next, he was sucked up, washed out and blown away.

It happened when Chippie’s owner decided 

to clean his cage with a vacuum cleaner.

She had just stuck the hose in the cage when the phone rang.
She turned to pick it up and “sssoppp!” –


Chippie got sucked in.

The owner gasped and put down the phone.

She turned off the vacuum and opened the bag

There was Chippie – still alive, but stunned.
He also was covered in soot.

The owner grabbed Chippie and raced to the bathroom.

She turned on the faucet and held the bird under the running water.

Chippie got soaked…and started to shiver.

She quickly reached for the hair dryer 


and blasted her pet with hot air.

Poor Chippie -- never knew what hit him.

A few days later, the reporter who wrote the story 

contacted Chippie’s owner to see how he was doing.

“Well,” she replied, Chippie doesn’t sing much anymore –

he just sits and stares. (from The Eye of the Storm by Max Lucado)
Can you relate?

I suspect we all can.

One minute, we’re in familiar territory with a happy song on our lips.

Then the pink slip comes; the rejection letter arrives;

the doctor calls; the divorce papers are served;

the check bounces; a policeman knocks on your door…

and we’re stunned – we just sit and stare.
Even though we like to think of ourselves as a nation of problem-solvers,


we – as individuals – don’t know what to do.

So what do you do…when you don’t know what to do?

From now until Easter, we’re going to learn eight strategies…


eight methods for dealing with confusion in our lives.

The first strategy seems so simple…almost simplistic.
It simply is this:


believe…believe Jesus;



believe that the One who is the Way 

will make a way – for you – through the maze.

Strategy #1: believe Jesus makes a way through the maze

1)  Who devised this strategy?
We may wonder who devised this strategy.

The man is actually a well-known public figure.

Many saw him as a great leader…


but his private, personal life was a mess.

This guy, you see, slept around;

he even killed a man to cover up an affair.

All of this had an impact on his family.

Over time, he lost control of his family – 


some of his children became rebels; others committed incest.

Eventually, he also lost control of the nation he was leading.

His popularity rating dropped lower than that of George Bush.

The people started to curse him.

In the end, that king named David had to run for his life…


and go into hiding.

Like all of us, some of his problems were of his own making.
Others were not. 

Yet all contributed to the maze – the mess – in which he found himself.

What did the man do amid all the confusion of his life?

He wrote a song –


a song in which he reveals the strategy we are reviewing today.

To see that strategy, please open your Bibles to Psalm 27.

If you use a pew Bible, you’ll find Psalm 27 on page 546.

2)  What is the strategy?
What is David’s strategy?

When we analyze his song,


we discover his strategy.

There appear to be three parts…or three steps.
Step 1: recognize the greatness of God
The first step?

Recognize how great your God is.

That’s what David did.

He saw God as his personal guide through – and out of – the maze.
He announces – at the beginning of his song:
The Lord is my light and my salvation [Psalm 27:1]

He also saw God as his personal source of strength in the maze.

He tells all of us: The Lord protects me from danger. [Psalm 27:1]
I suspect that, when David was lost in the maze,


he looked up to God…



and looked at the great things 

God had done for him in days gone by.
He remembered how God helped him 

not only put down a pack of wolves,


but also a giant named Goliath.

He recalled how God helped him


escape the hit-men who were hired to kill him.

No wonder this guy brimmed with hope.

No wonder he believed he had “bragging rights”.

No wonder he boasts:


So why should I be afraid? … why should I tremble? [Psalm 27:1]
Now you and I may not find ourselves 
in the same maze – or the same mess – as David did,


but we can find that we have same God with us 

in all of our mazes and messes.
Did you know that?
Do you realize that you have same God that David did?

Do you realize that you follow 

the same God who gave Abraham a son in his old age…


the same God who turned Joseph’s life around – 

transformed him from a slave to second-in-command?
Do you realize that you serve 


the same God who led Moses through the Red Sea…



the same God who shut the lions’ mouths when Daniel was in their den?

Folks, the God who was a source of strength for all these people in the past
can also be a source of strength for you today.
The God who guided these “old-timers” through – and out of – their mazes

can also guide you through – and out of – your maze.

Try to remember that the next time 
you are blind-sided by the changes and chances of life.

Try to recall the greatness of your God.

You will find that – in any maze and every mess – there is hope.
Step 2: Acknowledge the maze you’re in
The second step: admit you’re in a maze…a mess.

Ah! this may be difficult for us to do.

Svetlana Alliluyeva, the daughter of Joseph Stalin, remembers that,


during her life in the Soviet Union,



everyone learned to lie from early childhood.

They did this, she says, just to survive.

As one who has lived life inside the church for six decades,


I know that many of us also learn to be less than honest.

We also cover up…just to survive within the church.
 

Yet, no matter what our age may be,

we can find ourselves in a maze at anytime.

If we are still in school,


we may be confused by the intense pressure to conform –



conform with beliefs and behavior that we know are wrong.

If we are new parents,


we may wonder how we can raise a responsible child



in a world that has lost its moral moorings.

If we are middle-agers,


we may feel squeezed by 

the needs of our growing children, 

the demands of our aging parents 

and the lack of a skill-set for today’s job market.
If we are grand-parents, 


we may wonder how to support our children and grandchildren



as they deal with problems we never had to face.

If we have been “re-singled” through death or divorce,


we may struggle to find love and loyalty in a partner



as we live in a world that has lost any sense of commitment.

You know the issues I’m talking about, don’t you?

But does anyone else know?

I mean: have you talked to anyone…

have you even talked to God

· not only about the trouble you’ve seen – 

but also about the trouble you’re in?

We all know the trouble David was in.

Why?  Because he tells all.

Immediately after he recognizes the greatness of God,

he reveals the great mess he’s in.

In verse 2, he admits that he has made a lot of enemies.
In verse 12, he admits that these enemies are ruining his reputation…

and there seems to be nothing he can do about it.

What an embarrassing situation for anyone…


but especially for one who fashions himself as a great leader.

There was, however, no cover-up for this scandal.

That king called David understood the need to be transparent in trouble.
He understood the need to acknowledge the maze and the mess he was in.

Do we?

My guess is that all of us need to pray the prayer that David wrote for us:


Teach me how to live, O Lord.  Lead me along the path of honesty. [Psalm 27:11]
Step 3: Fill your day with “I believe” statements
The last step: fill your day – as David filled his song – 

with “I believe” statements.

Look again at Psalm 27.

Look at some of the bold claims that David makes in this song:

For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe [Psalm 27:5 NIV]

Even if my father and mother abandon me,
 the Lord will hold me close [Psalm 27:10]

I am confident that I will see the Lord’s goodness 
while I am here in the land of the living [Psalm 27:13]
Such “I believe” statements, I submit, 

are the logical conclusion to David’s strategy.
Think this through with me…

after we compare the greatness of God



with the great mess we seem to be in…



and realize there is no comparison,





doesn’t it make sense to be upbeat…and say “I believe”?






doesn’t it make sense to be positive about the outcome?

In both Old and New Testaments,


we are told that the righteous (that’s us, folks)…



the righteous will live by faith [Habakkuk 2:4; Galatians 3:11 NIV]
Near the end of the Bible

-- in that letter written to Hebrews…in that lesson we heard moments ago --



we told, over and over again,




what happened when individuals lived by faith.

Every day, then…


every day we find ourselves in a maze or a mess,



we have a choice.

We can – as Ripley has said – “believe it or not”;

or, to be more precise, “believe him or not”.

We would be foolish, I think, not to believe.
After all, doesn’t this God in whom we believe have a great love for us?
We are told that he so loved the world

-- so loved people like you and me --



that he gave his Son… [John 3:16]



gave his Son so that he could get us…forever.

Sounds like a bad trade…


but also sounds like “good news” –

good news to anyone who longs to leave the maze or mess they’re in.

This God in whom we believe, though, not only has great love,


he also has great power.

You do remember – don’t you –


what God’s Son said and did?

Before he died on a cross for your faults and mine,


he claimed that he would come back to life in three days.

And we all know what happened, don’t we?

Now, if someone can pull off feat like that…

why! he can do anything.

As someone – I can’t remember who --

as someone once said:


“All you need to do to start a believable religion is to come back from the dead”.

I believe; so can you.

And this is so much more than singing in the night:


“I believe for every drop of rain that falls…”

This is saying – day after day…in any maze –


that “I believe that in all things God works for the good of those who love him 

[Romans 8:28 NIV]
An ancient song writer understood this.

No wonder he is so confident.
No wonder he concludes his song 

by telling us that we can afford to wait.

Wait patiently for the Lord, he says,


Wait patiently for the Lord.  

Be brave and courageous.  

Yes, wait patiently for the Lord. [Psalm 27:14]
At the end…
I close with a song composed by another man


who discovered that the Lord does make a way through the maze.

He writes:



I’ve tried in vain a thousand ways



My fears to quell, my hopes to raise;



But what I need, the Bible says, 



Is ever, only Jesus.



My soul is night, my heart is steel;



I cannot see, I cannot feel;



For light and life, I must appeal



In simple faith, to Jesus.



He died, he lives, he reigns, he pleads;



There’s love in all his words and deeds;



There’s all a guilty sinner needs



Forevermore, in Jesus.



Though some should sneer, and some should blame,



I’ll go with all my guilt and pain;


I’ll go him because his name,



Above all names, is Jesus.
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