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Reframing your worldview: why does it matter?
[Proverbs 4:20-23; Romans 12:1-2; Matthew 7:24-28 NLT]
Your worldview matters!
You’ve probably never heard of this man;


yet Sayyid Qutb has profoundly affected your life and mine.

How – you ask – did that happen?

Sayyid Qutb was born 100 years ago.

He grew up in Egypt,


where he read many of the books that Adolph Hitler did.

He developed a hatred -- an intense hatred --

first for Jews…then for Christians…and, finally, for all of western culture.

He promoted this hatred and advocated violence in his writings.

The government of Egypt concluded 

he was an enemy of the state,
arrested him,



then executed him…40 years ago.

Sayyid Qutb would have been forgotten, but…


but his brother Muhammad took the books 

that Sayyid had written with him




when he fled to Saudi Arabia.

There Muhammad Qutb shared Sayyid’s ideas with university students.
One of those students was so impressed


that he embraced Sayyid Qutb’s worldview as his own.

That student we all know;


his name?  Osama bin Laden.

Today, you and I live in an age of terrorism

because of one man’s worldview.

The next time you get to take off your shoes… 

and air out your socks at an airport,


thank Sayyid Qutb –




and then think…think of the impact of his worldview.

What the Germans call Weltanschauung,


we could call the operating system of our brain.
Our worldview – what we believe about life in this world --

literally drives our life in this world.

Our basic beliefs -- our core values – are powerful:
they determine how we see ourselves, how we see others…
they determine how we interact with others.

Our worldview influences every choice we make in the world.
If you – like Osama bin Laden – were to embrace Sayyid Qutb’s worldview,


you would see these people as evil…this culture as corrupt.
You also would see yourself as God’s agent 
for ridding this world of such evil and corruption.
Make no mistake about it: 


your worldview matters.

In his word to us, God tells us:


Be careful how you think; your life is shaped by your thoughts.  [Proverbs 4:23 TEV]

What’s the matter with my worldview?
If you can think, you have a worldview.
Do you remember Forrest Gump?

Even he had a worldview.

“Life is like a box of chocolates,” he said.


“You never know what you’re going to get.”

That, folks, is a worldview.

You and I may assume 
that we have embraced what is called a “Christian worldview” –


that we see all of life from God’s point of view.
This means that we see ourselves as special…

specially designed by God…

specially delivered by God’s Son
when we found ourselves trapped in sin.
This also means that we see other people as special too…


so special that we also want them to know 

the great and gracious God who has designed and delivered them.

We may think that we have a “Christian worldview”.

But researcher George Barna would say


that you and I have another think coming.

In a recent survey, he discovered that only 4% of Americans


-- and only 9% of American Christians --



can demonstrate that they have a “Christian worldview”

In other words, only one in eleven – or only about ___  – of us here today

see life from God’s point of view.

So, if I don’t have what is called a “Christian worldview”,


can I still be called a Christian?

Ah, let’s not jump to conclusions here.

A pastor named Paul tells us:


When anyone becomes a Christian, 

he becomes a new person inside.


The old passes away.  [2 Corinthians 5:17 LB]
When I realize that my faults have fractured my relationship with God…

when I rely on God’s Son Jesus to restore that relationship,



I become a new person.

I become a child of God...


and, slowly but surely, the old passes away


as I begin to think like my Father in heaven.

So, what’s the matter with my worldview?

More than likely, 

even though I am a new person because of what Jesus has done,



the “old” is still passing away.
In other words,

even though we’ve been made new by God,



we’re still playing some “old tapes” in our brain...




we’re still listening to what others are telling us.

What are others telling us?

There, of course, are many voices – many worldviews – in our culture,

so I’ll focus only on a few…



those few most likely to grab our attention today.

We are told that we all have certain inalienable rights…


that, among these, are life, liberty and the purchase of happiness.

That’s right!  Get all you can; can all you get; then sit on the can.

“The one with the most toys wins”.
We call this popular worldview “materialism”.

When he visited our planet,


Jesus often challenged conventional wisdom.

He frequently said:


“You have heard it said, but I tell you…”

What did Jesus – this One who has made us new --


what did he say about materialism?



Real life is not measured by how much we own. [Luke 12:15 NLT]
We often hear that “you’ve got to think of yourself”.

Just listen to the commercials:


“Have it your way”…”We do it all for you”…”You deserve it”

And so we say,


“I don’t care what it does to you or the children.



I’m outta here.




I’ve got to think of myself.”

“Me first”.

In other words, that truly indigenous… 

truly red-white-and-blue worldview: “individualism”.

Jesus, though, never even implied 


that meaning in life…

that significance for me would come from my status, my salary, my success.

Significance, he says, comes from serving.


If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it.  

But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life. [Matthew 16:25 NLT]
Moments ago, I misspoke myself.

Yes, we have been told that we have certain inalienable rights…

but these rights include life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

That’s right, too!  We just want to be happy.

And “if it feels good”, then it must be good.

This goal of good times...

this pursuit of pleasure is called “hedonism”.

Poor Mick Jagger!  

For 40 years now, he’s been singing “I can’t get no satisfaction”.

That shouldn’t surprise us.
After all, Jesus maintained 

that happiness is not a goal of life;


it’s a by-product of what you believe and do in life.

Wise old Solomon discovered that.

He tells us:


Are you addicted to thrills?  What an empty life!  

The pursuit of pleasure is never satisfied.  [Proverbs 21:17 MSG]

One more worldview…


it’s summed up in the word “whatever”.

There is no right; there is no wrong;


just “whatever”…”whatever works for you”.

This one is very popular in our pluralistic culture, isn’t it?

As that great philosopher Sly Stone says,


“Different strokes for different folks”.

What shall we call this worldview?

How about “pragmatism”?

Or “whatever”.

Again, that wise old man named Solomon has a word for us.

He says:


There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death.  

[Proverbs 14:12 NLT]
What happens when people like us – people made new --


play these old tapes in our minds?

What happens when we try to mix what can’t be matched?

We get a mess!

Listen to what Rick Warren, author of The Purpose-drive Life, has written:

“The crumbling of our culture, the crises in our schools, the controversies in our courts, the corruption in our businesses, the chaos in our government, the carnality in our churches, the confusion in our families, the conflicts in our personal lives are all caused by this futile attempt to believe and live out incompatible and contradictory worldviews at the same time.”

Wise old Solomon put it this way:

If people can’t see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; but when they attend to what he reveals, they are most blessed.  [Proverbs 29:18 MSG]
Let’s take matters into our own hands!
Folks, it’s time that we take matters into our own hands.
Trying to mix worldviews that don’t match


can make life in this world a mess.

But we have a choice.

As God’s people, 

we can choose to see ourselves – our life – from God’s point of view.

We can choose to embrace a “Christian worldview”.
How do we that?

Three simple steps:


learn…discern…and turn.

learn
First, learn.
The God who made us


-- the God who also wants to re-make us as his children --

tells us:




Learn the truth and never reject it.  [Proverbs 23:23 NCV]
We have options, you know.

We can build our lives on truth…or on trends.

In these United States, we like to fashion our lives 

on what other people think and say.

Be careful.

Truth never changes; trends always do.
The popular person who made the cover of Rolling Stone last week was a hero.

Next week, he or she may be a zero.

Learn the truth, says our Father in heaven.

How can we learn what will always be true?
What was it that Jesus said?
When talking with his Father in heaven,


didn’t he say Your word is truth?  [John 17:17 NIV]
Read this book (Bible), folks.

It’s God’s word to you.

Read it…

and you’ll discover the truth –



amazing truths…absolute truths 
about yourself…your God…and your role in God’s world.

If it’s been a while since you’ve read what God said…

if you find that you’re suffering from “truth decay” today,



I invite you to attend the Knowing 101 class 
that begins on Wednesday.

In five short weeks, 

you’ll get an overview of God’s view –

a summary of the worldview he longs for each of us to embrace.

discern
Learn what is true.

Then discern…discern what is false.

A man named John

-- a man who was especially close to Jesus –



issues this warning to all followers of Jesus:

Don’t believe everything you hear.  Carefully weigh and examine what people tell you.  Not everyone who talks about God comes from God.

There are a lot of lying teachers loose in the world.  [1 John 4:1 MSG]
Please note:

John did not say “whatever”;



he said, “Watch out!”

We can watch their shows on TV.
We can listen to their programs on the radio.

We can read their books in the library.

We can encounter them where we live, work and play –


sincere people who offer to help us improve our lives.

What they say sounds so good;


but does it come from God?

That’s the issue, isn’t it?

For that matter, what do you know about us?

I might be a crook;


Pastor Stephen could be a charlatan.

How do you know that we’re giving it to you straight?

Take the time to test the teacher’s teaching.

Take the time to compare the teacher’s word with God’s word.

Take the time to discern…discern what is false.
turn
Finally, turn…


turn your worldview into God’s view.

That pastor named Paul tells us:

Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, 

but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.  

Then you will know what God wants you to do. [Romans 12:2 NLT]
Let’s hear those words again, this time in a different translation:
Don’t become so well adjusted to your culture 

that you fit in without even thinking.  


(That’s what we usually do, isn’t it?)
Instead, fix your attention on God.  

You’ll be changed from the inside out. 

 God brings the best out of you. [Romans 12:2 MSG]
What’s the man saying?

Basically this:


change your worldview…
and change it with God’s help.

How does God help us change our worldview…


turn our view into his view?

It all depends on what we eat!

You heard correctly –


it all depends on what we eat.

One more time wise old Solomon speaks to us:


A wise person is hungry for truth, while the fool feeds on trash. [Proverbs 15:14 NLT]
God will help us change our view into his view,

if we make the right choice…



if we choose the right “diet”.

Look at the books, papers and magazines you buy.

Are you willing to spend more time reading truth…or trash?

Check out the songs you download and the programs you hear.
Are you willing to spend more time listening to truth…or trash?

What about the movies and TV shows you see?

Are you willing to spend more time watching truth…or trash?

What Sayyid Qutb saw and heard shaped his worldview.

His worldview, in turn, changed our world –


made it a worse place in which to live.

You and I have the opportunity 

to undo some of the damage Sayyid Qutb did.

We have the opportunity 

to make this world a better place in which to live.

We can do that by changing our worldview…


by turning our view into God’s view.

Let’s ask God to help us.

We pray:


We thank you, Father, 

that through work of your Son Jesus, 

you have made it possible for us to become new people…

to be your children in your world.

We confess that we do not always see things as you do…


that we regularly play old tapes




and revert to old ways of thinking and doing.


By your Spirit, inspire us to be the new people you called us to be.


Instill in us a desire for truth –



the truth of your word…

the truth that transforms.


Give us wisdom from above



that we can discern 

what is not from above…what is false.


Enable us to relish truth and disdain trash.


Help us – slowly but ever so surely –

 to change our view into your view.


Then help us to be the change that you want to see in your world,


for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.
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