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Reframing your worldview: where did I come from?
[Genesis 1:1-27, 31 NLT]
In the beginning…
From The Little Bunny’s Diary

-- a children’s book almost 100 years old --


comes this picture… [picture of Mrs Quack and Teddy]




and a question.

Mrs Quack had discovered a toy bear called Teddy 

near the pond where she lived.

She wondered how he got there.

“Quack! Quack!” she said,


“Where did you come from?”

Let’s drop the “Quack! Quack!” 

and, this morning, simply focus on the question.
“Where did you come from?”

Conventional wisdom has an answer

It’s summarized in a book entitled The Origin of the Species

and expressed in this cartoon: [picture of two amoebae conversing]
One amoeba says to another:

“You’ve heard of the ‘Origin of the Species’?  That’s us!”

Many scientists embrace this view –


that you and I originated from “them”.

Most of these professionals, though, will also acknowledge 

that accepting this view requires a certain amount of faith.

There are, you see, gaps – perhaps we could call them “holes” – 
in the theory of how we got from there to here.
“Where did you come from?”

There is another answer to the question.
It’s expressed in this book, the Bible…

and summarized in the lesson we heard moments ago.

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  [Genesis 1:1 NLT]
There also are many scientists – some in this church – 

who embrace this view.
They, too, will tell you


-- and I whole-heartedly agree --



that accepting this view also requires a certain amount of faith.
So, where did you come from?

This morning, we’re going to explore the “other answer”…


the alternative to what is regularly taught in our schools



and routinely accepted as valid.

No, this will not be a science lecture.

I will not even attempt to prove creation – or “intelligent design” –


and disprove evolution.

A scientist – such as one of our elders, Dr Roy McQuinn --


can do a much better job than I ever could.
Speak with him if you’re seeking “evidence”.
This morning, I prefer to examine four statements drawn from the Bible…

four statements that frame this alternative worldview –



that you and I came, 

not from some amoebae, 

but from the Almighty.

I also want to explore what this means – practically – for each one of us.

So, four pillars and three points –


that’s what we’ll look at today.

Where did you come from?

1)  Four pillars
The first statement that frames our alternative worldview…

the first pillar is this:



God – that is, Father, Son and Spirit – made everything.

A pastor named Paul tells us:


God created everything in heaven and earth.  

He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see.  [Colossians 1:16 NLT]
If you listened as today’s lesson was read,

you may be able to recall the order --

the order in which God made everything.

First the light, next the water, then the atmosphere and the land;

and finally all those creatures that live on the land, 

swim in water and fly through the atmosphere. 

Why did he do it?

Why did God invent this universe?

I like what a prophet named Isaiah has written:
The Lord is God, 

and he created the heavens and earth and put everything in place.  

He made the world to be lived in.  [Isaiah 45:18 NLT]

He made the world to be lived in…
Who are these inhabitants…


these inhabitants for whom God made this world?

You’re looking at one of them…


and I’m looking at many more.

You and I –


we were the idea that prompted the invention.

The second pillar: God thought of us first, but made us last.

If you remember the order – the order of creation, that is --

you will know that God made humans last.
That, however, does not mean that you and I are an “afterthought”.

Listen to this:


Long before he laid down earth’s foundations, God had us in mind, 

and had settled on us as the focus of his love. [Ephesians 1:4 MSG]
Isn’t that amazing?
God created a whole universe 

so he could create the likes of you and me.

James, the brother of Jesus, tells us:


God brought us into being…
so that we should have first place among all his creatures.  [James 1:18 TEV]
God saved the best for last.

We are the “crown” of his creation.

We are unique among all the creatures that God made.

Why?

The third pillar: because God made us in his image. 

This is how it happened:


Then God said, “Let us make people in our image, to be like ourselves. … 
So God created people in his own image; 

God patterned them after himself.
 [Genesis 1:26-27 NLT]
Did you hear that?

We are not like animals;


we are like God.

We are not a higher form of animal life;


we could be called a lower form of the divine life.

A poet put it this way:


You made us only a little lower than Yourself.  [Psalm 8:5 NLT]
I know, we sometimes think and act like animals;


but we were designed to think and act like God.

He made us in his image.

The fourth pillar:  God also “hand-made” us.

The first chapter of the Bible reveals how God created the universe…

how he literally willed it into existence.

The second chapter reveals how God created homo sapiens…


how he personally formed the first male…the first female.

That was so long ago.

I wonder: does God still do that today?

Does he still “hand-make” people like you and me today?

Long after Adam and Eve were dead and gone,


a king named David wrote these words:



You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body




and knit me together in my mother’s womb. …





You saw me before I was born.  [Psalm 139:13,16 NLT]
That pastor named Paul claims 

that such words were written for our learning.

And many of us still may need to learn…


learn that God did hand-make us is our mother’s womb…



learn that we can claim to be a “designer child”.
Some of us have grown up with our birth parents;


others of us have not.

But whatever the circumstances of your birth,


you are not an accident.

Your birth was no mistake.

Oh, your biological parents may not have planned you,


but God did.

He was not at all surprised by your birth.

In fact, he expected it.

He conceived of you before you were ever conceived.

Then he wove you together after you were conceived.

There they are -- the four pillars.

What does all of this mean?
Three points come to mind.

2) Three points
First of all, because God made you,


you can have an identity.

A Jesuit priest named John Powell has written numerous books.
One of those books,

Why am I afraid to tell you who I am, 

has been reprinted numerous times.

How do you explain the popularity of this little book?

I suspect that many people – many of us –


are not all that comfortable with who we are.

So can you tell me: who are you?

How would you answer that question?

Some of us may define ourselves by our family relationship.

I am Ger and Lorraine’s son…Karen’s husband…Carmen’s dad.

I, of course, am proud of my family,

but if I define myself by the family,



my image…my identity depends on 
who they are…what they do.
We can only imagine how the parents of Seung-Hui Cho feel

after he killed over 30 people at Virginia Tech.
Others of us may define ourselves by our job…
or by the company which employs us.

Again, you and I can take pride in our work,

but if I define myself by my work,



my image…my identity depends on 

who the company is…what the company does.

Who still wants to be known as an Enron executive?

What if we defined ourselves by the One who made us?
What if we drew our self-image from the God who made us in his image?

What if we linked our identity to God:


who he is…what he does?

What would that look like?

Let’s see…

What did God do?

Yes, he designed us to think and act like him.

But, as I said, we sometimes think and act like animals.
We may find this amusing;

the Father doesn’t.

In fact, our sin drives him up the wall.

He hates it.  

What could he do?

He could have done what many parents have done:


disown their rebellious children.

But God chose to disown his Son instead...


abandon him on a cross…



give him up so he get us back into the family.

And to all who accept what God does…


to all of us who embrace God’s Son Jesus as our Savior,



God – says a man named John –

God gives the right to become the children of God.  [John 1:12 NLT]
Now isn’t that something?
Isn’t that something we really don’t deserve?

Isn’t that something to be named as a child of God?
Isn’t that something to be known as the child of a God 
who – as Pastor Paul reminds us – will never embarrass us 

(even though we may embarrass him)



but will always make everything work together for good? [Romans 8:28 NLT]
Because God made us

(and, quite frankly, still seems to be re-making us) as his children


you and I can have an identity.

You also can have a purpose…a reason for living.
I do not have much in common with atheists,

but I agree with Bertrand Russell, who said:



“Unless you assume a God, the question of life’s purpose is meaningless.”

Albert Camus, a French philosopher and also an atheist – 

has written that “the logical conclusion of atheism is despair.”

Let’s translate that into English we can understand:

“if there is no God, life is not worth living”.

Fortunately, only 2% of Americans claim to be atheists.

As a result, you and I do not live in a culture of despair.

Most of us still hope…

and hope to make a difference with our lives.
In fact, author Robert McGee claims that

most Americans have not given up.

We are still searching for significance today,

still seeking to make a contribution to the world in which they live.

Could it be that God is prompting that search?
You see, the God who made us,


made us for a reason.

We are his workmanship, writes Paul,

created in Christ Jesus to do good works,



which God prepared in advance for us to do. [Ephesians 2:10 NIV]
And the work which God prepared for each of us to do can be quite specific.

A king named David tells of 

how the Lord will work out his plans for my life. [Psalm 138:8 NLT]
A pastor named Paul warns of comparing ourselves and our work with others.

He also maintains that his goal 

is to stay within the boundaries of God’s plan for us. [2 Corinthians 10:13 NLT]

Apparently, the God who made all of us


made each of us special.

For you as well as for me, 
he provides a special “shape and space” for service.
The abilities and personality God gives you…

the experiences he allows you to have 

make you unique.
They also make you uniquely qualified to serve

in the ministry he has prepared for you.

Can we miss this ministry?

Can you and I fail to recognize God’s purpose for our lives?

You bet!

All the more reason to take to heart what we often say so glibly:


Thy will be done on earth as it is heaven.
And all the more reason to reframe our world-view…


to strive to see our world and ourselves through God’s eyes.
When we do that, says Paul in the 12th chapter of his letter to the Romans,

you will know what God wants you to do. [Romans 12:2 NLT]
Because God made us,

you can have an identity and a purpose for living.
Last but not least, you can have a destiny too.
I think it was the singer Ethel Waters who said,

“God don’t make no junk!”

You and I – we were made to last…


and last forever.

In the beginning, God designed human beings to enjoy his company forever.

I wonder: will he ever get his wish?

Ah, wrong question.

Will we get his wish?

The God who made us 


first gives us 9 months… 

9 months in the womb to prepare for life on planet earth.

Then he gives us up to 90 years…


90 years on planet earth to prepare for a life that is out of this world.

Have you prepared yourself for that life?

Can you see yourself enjoying God’s company forever?
Of course, you can
We all can --
all of us who have become children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
[Galatians 3:26 NLT]
Yes, one day a doctor will feel in vain for our heartbeat.

On that day, we become history on earth.
But, on that day, our story in eternity just begins.

On that day, says a king named David, 

we start to live in the house of the Lord forever.  [Psalm 23:6 NLT]
At the end…
Where did you come from?

That’s the question we considered this morning.

In closing, though,


I’d like to ask another question, somewhat related:


how much do you think you’re now worth?

When I was still in high school,


a scientist who believed he was the product of evolution,



calculated the value of the substances of which our bodies are composed.

He concluded that each of us was worth less than $10.

How depressing!

Inflation, though, has probably increased our value a bit over the years.

The man who did the calculations was a scientist,


not an economist.

He didn’t know that value is determined 

by what a buyer is willing to pay.

How much is the Mona Lisa worth?

Infinitely more than the cost of materials 
that Leonardo da Vinci used to paint the portrait, right?

Again, how much are you worth?

What would your family pay…


how much would your boss put up…



to keep you around?

How much are you worth?

God made you;


that, I suspect, didn’t cost much.

What’s the market price for a bushel of dirt?

But what did he pay when you went astray?

What did he put up to bring you back

and make you a part of his “forever family”?

Didn’t he give his Son?

And didn’t his Son give his life?

What did Peter write in that letter to all of God’s children?

You know that God paid a ransom to save you…  And the ransom was not mere gold or silver.  He paid for you with precious lifeblood of Christ. … He did this for you.         [1 Peter 1:18-20 NLT]
How much are you worth?
Priceless comes to mind.

No wonder 

– when I look around this sanctuary –



I see a real treasure chest.
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