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Reframing your worldview: how did this world get so messed up?
[Genesis 3:1-19; Romans  5:12,18-19 NLT]
In the beginning…
“No news is good news”


that’s what we say.

But what if there is news?


will it be bad?

I have not yet read this Sunday’s edition of the Pioneer Press,
but I think I can predict...
In the international section,


I will find reports of war and terror.

On the pages devoted to our nation,


there will be accounts of corruption in government.

In local news,


I will read of rapes and murders.

The sports pages will carry 

stories of illegal gambling and drug use.
And the entertainment section


will resemble a scandal sheet.

The world that God created perfect


has become less than perfect.
What happened?

For the past month, we’ve been re-evaluating our own worldview.
We’ve been trying to see the world – 

and our lives in this world – through God’s eyes.

This morning, we again turn to God.

We again seek his answers 
as we consider the fourth question in this series:



how did this world get so messed up?

Our agenda is full.

We’re going to examine cause and effect.

We’re also going to explore why and how:

why God allows this to happen…



how we can respond to this less than ideal world.

How did this world get so messed up?
1)  Reason

How did this world get so messed up?
What’s the reason?

A three letter word: sin.

It began with the very first couple 

who inhabited this planet: Adam and Eve.
We listened to their sad story only moments ago.

And this is the summary:

sin, says that pastor named Paul…



sin entered the world through one man [Romans 5:12 NIV] --



that man named Adam.

So they’re the culprits?

Ah! if only that were true.
But all have sinned, claims Pastor Paul…


all fall short of God’s glorious standard [Romans 3:23 NLT]
And as another pastor – this one from Texas – has said:

“We all need to confess our ‘fallen shorts’.”

We’ve all been there, done that.

We’ve all missed the mark;


failed to live the lives God planned for us.

We may like to think of ourselves as an exception…


but there are none.

In fact, one of Jesus’ best friends – a man named John – tells us:

if we claim to be without sin, 

we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. [1 John 1:8 NIV]
Why do we do it?  Why do we sin?

Remember: the only vowel in the word “sin” is the letter “I”.

And that letter defines what sin is:


I do what I want, not what God wants.

So, why do we persist in ignoring God – 

this God who lovingly created us...

who lovingly crafted a plan for your life and mine?

Two answers: nature and nurture.

You and I inherited a human nature

-- a nature that prompts us to focus on ourselves as humans --



we inherited that nature from Mom and Dad.
And, if you’re into genealogy,


you can trace that nature all the way back to the first human…to Adam.

That human nature reveals itself at a very young age…


and remains until a very old age.

From crib to crypt, we’re inclined to focus on ourselves.

You don’t believe me?

Place two children under the age of one


in a playpen with a single toy.
Will they naturally share that toy?
Now place yourself in a room full of people.

What thought will naturally cross your mind?

How can I meet these people’s needs?

Or, what will they think of me?

Why do we do it?  Why do we sin?
Nature first…
and nurture second.

The environment in which you and I live 

also urges us to think of ourselves.
What do we learn from our culture?

Superstars sing: “I’ll do it my way”

Sales people add the refrain: 

“We’ll do it just for you.  We’ll do it your way”.

What kind of output follows that kind of input?
How about selfishness?

2)  Result
What are the results of all this sin?
Again, a one word answer will suffice;


that word is death.

When Adam sinned, writes that pastor named Paul,

sin entered the human race.  

Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned.


[Romans 5:12 NLT]
Death…

what does this death look like in our world?

I submit that there are at least four dimensions to death…


this damage caused by sin.

And like the word death, 

they all begin with the letter “D”
The first dimension?


disasters.

In the 8th chapter of his letter to Christians living in Rome,

Pastor Paul writes of God’s creation --



a creation now subjected to frustration…




a creation in bondage to decay…





a creation now groaning [Romans 8:20-22 NIV]
In other words, 

our imperfect planet no longer follows God’s perfect plan.

Life is disrupted by earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes.
We call them “natural disasters:;

But they actually are un-natural.

What does death look like on planet earth?

Look at your body for the second dimension:


it’s called decay…physical decay.

All of us here this morning have problems with our furniture:


our chest is slowly but surely dropping into our drawers.

On God’s perfect planet,

there was no need for the medical profession…or medical insurance.

But today…

The third dimension:


disappointment.

If you are a perfectionist on this imperfect planet,

you have my deepest sympathy.

Most of us, though, are not perfectionists;


but we do have expectations, don’t we?

At work, we have expectations of our employer or our staff.

At church, we have expectations of the pastors or the members

At home, we have expectations of our spouses, our parents, our children.

Please take another look at these people.
Please note that all of them have ‘fallen shorts’.

They don’t measure up to all of God’s expectations…

and they won’t measure up to all of ours.

And when they won’t and they don’t,


what happens?

We feel disappointed, don’t we?

The last dimension of death on planet earth?

Distance.

Let’s go back to the beginning.

What happened after Adam and Eve sinned?

They separated themselves…

separated themselves from God and each other.

We are told that they hid from God.

Aren’t we still doing that today?
Some of us may pretend God doesn’t exist.

Others may presume he doesn’t care.

But most of us just prefer to keep him at a distance.

As a friend to whom I was witnessing once said,


“Oh, there’s a place for God in our lives;



and we must keep him in that place.”

In other words, we tend to keep this God 
-- who loves us as no other – at a comfortable distance.

We’re also told that,


after Adam and Eve sinned, they felt shame…

and covered up their shame with a few branches and a lot of blame.

Déjà vu…what is new?
We’re still covering up our shame today…

still refusing to admit our own mistakes…



still blaming others for our problems.
Again, the result is distance…in our relationships.
We grow apart.

3)  Rationale
Folks, what we’re discovering here


is much worse than what we see and hear 

on the bad news at six…or the bad news at ten.

Why does God allow all of this to happen?

What’s the rationale?

I think we need to be careful.

Even people who have encountered God

-- a prophet named Isaiah…a pastor named Paul -- 

even they had to acknowledge:

Who can know what the Lord is thinking? [Romans 11:34 NLT]
Why does God allow all this evil to continue?

We certainly don’t have all the answers,


but a person named Peter gives us an insight.

He writes:

The Lord…is being patient for your sake.  He does not want anyone to perish, so he is giving more time more time for everyone to repent.  [2 Peter 3:9 NLT]
Did you catch that?


the Lord is patient.
For the past few weeks,

I have been re-reading that classic by James Packer: Knowing God.

A few days ago, I reviewed the chapter entitled “The wrath of God”.
In that chapter, Packer writes that, even though

“there are more references in Scripture to the…anger of God than there are to his love and kindness”,

in North America,

“the church mumbles on about God’s kindness, but says virtually nothing about his judgment.” 
We forget that God hates sin…

that he has every right and reason 

to terminate – exterminate – life on this planet.

In fact, that person names Peter 

tells us that such a day is coming.
He speaks of 


the day when God will set the heavens on fire 

and the elements will melt away in the flames.  [2 Peter 3:12 NLT]
Why isn’t today the day?
Why does the Lord allow evil to continue?

Because, says Peter, The Lord is patient [2 Peter 3:9 NLT]
Why is he patient?
Because he is good and, as Peter goes on to say,

does not want anyone to perish, so he is giving more time more time for everyone to repent.  [2 Peter 3:9 NLT]
God longs to give everyone a chance…

a chance to turn from sin…and turn to him.

4)  Response
From this rationale, then,


we can derive our response.

What are we to do


-- how can we survive – 



in a world that is so messed up?

First of all, remember that life on planet earth is temporary.
Remember, as the writer of the letter to the Hebrews puts it:

This world is not our home [Hebrews 13:14 NLT]
As I have said before, 

my wife Karen is not the only person holding a “green card” in this church.

We all have “green cards”;


we’re all aliens on this planet.

Our citizenship is in heaven.

And, as Pastor Paul reminds us,


What we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory God will give us. [Romans 8:18 NLT]
Next, realize the limitations of human solutions.

We may feel lonely…

and believe that a suitable companion is what we need.

We may be disappointed with our progress in life…


and seek an appropriate job that will showcase our talent.
We may get upset by all the injustice we see…

and think the right political party will make things right.

Those experiences may be real…


our emotions may be valid,



but the solutions are limited;




they only treat the symptoms.

The real issue is sin...


and the subsequent separation from God

That’s the problem that needs to be addressed.

Unfortunately, we are not in the best position to do that.

Oh, we can shed crocodile tears over our mistakes.

We can promise to make amends.
We can claim – 1000 times as Martin Luther did --


that we will do better.
But that will not resolve the problem;


that will not remove the sin.

Only God can do that.

So, folks, rely on God to solve the problem.

In spite of what we have done to God…


in spite of what we have done to God’s creation…


in spite of what he have done to people made in God’s image,




God still refuses to give up on any one of us;





he still continues to love us;






and he still longs to have us at his side forever.

No, God is not a kind, but daft old grandpa.

He couldn’t simply overlook our problem;


he had to send someone to fix the problem.

That someone was his Son.

For 33 years, Jesus did what God wanted us to do.

For 33 years, Jesus had no ‘fallen shorts’.

Day after day, he met God’s standard for living.
And, at the end of those 33 years, 

he went to bat for us again.

Actually, he went to a cross.

There he suffered what God expected us to suffer.
There he died…


died for your sin and mine.

Listen to what Pastor Paul has written:

Here it is in a nutshell:  Just as one person (Adam) did it wrong and got us into all this trouble with sin and death, another person (Jesus) did it right and got us out of it. … One man (Adam) said no to God and put many people in the wrong; another man (Jesus) said yes to God and put many in the right.  [Romans 5:17 MSG]
Now that it’s over…


now that the problem has been solved,



God wants us to get it right.

He wants us to 

say “yes” to his solution for sin…


say “yes” to his Savior from sin…



say “yes” to his Son Jesus.

One more thing: reach out to share God’s solution with others.
What I have shared with you this morning,

share with someone else tomorrow.

So many people are struggling with sin;

so many people are suffering from the results of sin.

Reach out…and give them a hand.
Lift them up.

Tell them of what Jesus has done for them.

Assure them that God still loves them.

Do what that pastor named Paul urges all Christians to do:

Go out into the world…a breath of fresh air in this squalid and polluted society.  Provide people with a glimpse of good living and the living God.  Carry the light-giving message into the night. [Philippians 2:15 MSG]
At the end…
There’s so much bad news in this world.

No news, then, isn’t really good news.

But God’s news is –


good news for you…



good news for me…




and good news for all whom we help to hear it.
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