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Reframing your worldview: how should I live in the world?
[Hebrews 12:1b-3; Matthew 5:1-12 NLT]
What if…?
What if…

What if – for one day – Jesus were you?

What if – for 24 hours –


Jesus wakes up in your bed, then walks in your shoes? 

What if he takes your place – 

lives in your house, attends your school, works in your office?

What would you be like?

Would your family notice a change?

Would your friends sense a difference?

Would your enemies wonder what happened?

And how would you feel?
What would you think…and say?
How would you act?

Remember you did yesterday?
I Jesus were you, would you do the same today?

Folks, these are not silly questions.

Six weeks ago, we heard of a little known Egyptian, Sayid Qutb. 

We learned how his view of the world affected his life more than 40 years ago…


and how it changed our world today.

We discovered that it does matter what we believe!

For the past five weeks,


we’ve examined some of our basic beliefs.

We’ve attempted to adjust our own worldview…


align our view with God’s view of ourselves and our world.

And today – as we conclude this activity –

we ask: what’s the point?

I contend that it is “risky business” 
to summarize great truths in simple statements.
This morning, though, I’m prepared to take that risk.

With that popular author Max Lucado,

I am willing to simply conclude:



“God loves you just the way you are.




But he refuses to leave you that way.





He wants you to be just like Jesus”.

God loves you just the way you are.

If you think his love for you would be stronger

if your behavior were better and your faith firmer…


well, you’re wrong.

There is nothing you can do to make God love you more.

There is nothing you can do to make God love you less.

He loves you just the way you are.

But…

But he refuses to leave you that way.

Isn’t that good news?

I’m not stuck with my personality;


I can be tweaked.

So what if I was born to worry?

I don’t have to die from worry.

God loves you just the way you are,


but he refuses to leave you that way.
He wants you to be just like Jesus.

And that’s the clincher…the conclusion.
A man named John – speaking for God -- tells us:


Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Christ did  [1 John 2:6 NLT]

How should I live?  Just like Jesus!
How, then, should I live in this world?

Just like Jesus! 
But what does that look like?
What would we look like…

if we would live just like Jesus?
This morning, let’s do what we were told to do in today’s first lesson.

Let’s fix our eyes on Jesus [Hebrews 12:2 NIV]

Perhaps as we look at him,


we will see what we can become.
1)  What if I were to think like Jesus?
What if you and I were to think just like Jesus?
What would that look like?

What thoughts would cross our minds?
When Jesus visited this planet,

he heard voices…the same voices that we do today.
There were some who hailed him as a hero…

wanted to make him their “king for a day”.

There were others who labeled him a lunatic…

considered him crazy for claiming he was a king.

And then there were those who ridiculed him.

Jesus only wanted to help…


help a sick girl who died.

What did he get for all his good intentions?

We are told that the crowd laughed at him. [Luke 8:54 NLT]
We all know how that feels – don’t we? –


when someone laughs at us.

So, what did Jesus think?

Did the voices he heard influence his thoughts?
Did he let what others said and did determine his self-image?

I think you know the answer.

So did a pastor named Paul.

And in a letter written to Philippians,


the pastor reveals that

-- during his visit to this planet – 

Jesus knew who he was…knew he was God’s Son.
Jesus let only one voice influence his thinking –


the voice of his Father…



that voice which – at his baptism – assured him:




You are my Son, whom I love [Luke 3:22 NIV]
As I mentioned, you and I also hear voices…

the same voices that Jesus heard long ago.

A few – in our family or among our friends – may call us their “hero”.

Many more, though, have other labels for us…

labels that we seem to let stick.

Are you a person who today is “no good at sports”


because long ago – when you spilled a glass of milk –



your Daddy called you “clumsy?

Are you a person who today looks in a mirror and sees too much fat


because long ago a classmate said you were “chubby”?

Are you a person who hesitates to complete a college degree


because long ago a high school teacher said you were “stupid”?

Are you a person who believes that a job is hard to get or hard to keep


because long ago a supervisor labeled you a “loser”?

What if we were to think like Jesus?
What if we let our Father in heaven


-- our Creator, not some other creature --



determine what we think of ourselves
What if we – like Jesus – listened to the only voice that matters…


the voice of our Maker…



a voice that assures us:




“You are my child.




With my own hands, I formed you.






With my Son’s hands – nailed to a cross  -- I freed you.







You are mine!”

I am not making this up.
You and I are a real “piece of work”…


a real piece of his work.

We are not the product of a haphazard process called evolution.

Through a pastor named Paul 


God reminds us that we are his masterpiece [Ephesians 2:10 NIV] – 



the creation of a personal God 

who – as Ethel Waters said – “don’t make no junk”.

Ah! What if we were to think like Jesus?
What if we were to see ourselves as God sees us?
Just imagine what that picture would do for your self image.

Remember:

“God loves you just the way you are.



But he refuses to leave you that way.




He wants you to think just like Jesus”.

2)  What if I were to speak like Jesus?
What if we were to speak just like Jesus?

What would that look like?

What words would cross our lips?

When Jesus lived on this planet,

there was one thing he could not do.

He could not lie.

It is not possible, says the writer of that letter to the Hebrews…


It is not possible for God to lie.  [Hebrews 6:18 NLT]
Jesus never shaded the truth…never stretched it either.
He always spoke “the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth”.

Daniel Webster once observed:


“There is nothing as powerful as the truth



…and often nothing as strange”.

In our culture, we like to say that “honesty is the best policy”;


but – in all honesty – it doesn’t seem to our policy, does it?

The results of a survey printed in a recent issue of Psychology Today

revealed how often even followers of Jesus cheat 

on expense accounts, tax returns and marriage partners.
We want our friends to like us, so we exaggerate.

We call it stretching the truth a bit.

God calls it a lie.

We want our bosses to promote us, so we flatter.

We call it polishing apples;


the Chinese call it polishing shoes.

God calls it lying.

We want our neighbors to admire us, 

so we buy houses we cannot afford and charge bills we cannot pay.

We call it the American way of life.

God calls it living a lie.

Why do we do it?

How can we explain our dishonesty?

I suspect that we don’t trust the truth.

We think it’s inadequate;


it can’t get the job done.

But what about lies?  Do they work?

You know as well as I do that one lie leads to another.

And, for some, those lies have had a profound effect:

they have killed a conscience…derailed a career…buried a marriage.

Will dishonesty help us?

I contend that it is impossible for God


-- for whom it is impossible to lie --



to favor dishonesty?

Will God – who loves the truth – bless the business of falsehoods?

Will he honor the schemes of a manipulator?

Will he come to the aid of a cheater?
The solution to the problem of evil in this world is not more evil.

The solution to the problem of evil in our lives


is not to “cover up”…but to “come clean”.

The price of dishonesty is simply too high;


but we can afford to be honest.

Through a man named John, God tells us:


If we confess our sins to him, (God) is faithful and just to forgive us. [1 John 1:9 NLT]

The blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from every sin. [1 John 1:7 NLT]
Did you get that?

Because of what Jesus has done,


God invites you and me to “come clean”…and get clean.

What if we were to speak just like Jesus?

What if we were to “tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth”?

Just imagine what such honesty would do


for your self-respect…your relationship with others…your intimacy with God.

Again, remember:


“God loves you just the way you are.



But he refuses to leave you that way.




He wants you to speak just like Jesus”.

3)  What if I were to act just like Jesus?
What if I were to act like just like Jesus?

What would that look like?

What patterns would characterize my behavior?
̀̀There is one act in Jesus’ life that seems to stand out –

an act that he performed when he was stuck.

He had chosen twelve men to follow him;


and now he was stuck with them –



had been for three years.

Same faces around the table;


same failures around the clock.

But Jesus not only knew the mistakes they had made;


he also knew the mistakes they would make.

I wonder:


was it hard for Jesus to trust Thomas, 

whom he knew would doubt him?


was it difficult to care about Peter, 

whom he knew would curse him?


was it tough to accept Judas, 

whom he knew would reject him?

Stuck in a relationship – 
Jesus knew the feeling…



and so do we.

Some of us may feel trapped with parents who don’t understand us.


We tell them: “I didn’t ask to be born!”

Others may feel trapped with a spouse who doesn’t love us.


We ask ourselves: “Why didn’t I listen to my mother?”

Still others may feel trapped with a boss who doesn’t appreciate us.


We wonder: “What was I thinking?”

What can we do when we’re stuck?

It seems we have three choices…

all begin with the letter “F”.

We can flee – 


get out of one relationship…and get stuck in another.

We can fight –


turn our home into a boxing ring…our office into a combat zone.

Or we can do what Jesus did –


we can forgive.

The act that Jesus performed stands out


because he stooped down.

The Lord before whom all nations one day will kneel


one night knelt before his twelve followers…



and washed their dirty feet.

One who was there tells us why Jesus did it:


he wanted to show them the full extent of his love. [John 13:1 NLT]
Jesus knew what dirty deeds those 24 feet would do.

2 would run to betray; 22 would simply run away.

Yet he washed them all clean.

Remarkable, isn’t it?

Jesus forgave their sin before they ever committed it;


he extended mercy before they even asked for it.

You say you could never do that.

The hurt is too deep;


the person is a “bleep”;



you can’t even stand to look at the creep.

Well, then, don’t look at the person with whom you’re stuck.

Look instead at the person who has chosen to stick with you.

Fix your eyes on Jesus.  [Hebrews 12:2 NIV]
Jesus witnesses every dark moment in your life and mine.

You might think he would recoil in horror.

Instead, he reaches out and says to us 

what he once said to Peter:



“I can clean that if you want.”

And every time he cleans us,


he tells us what he told all of his followers on that night so long ago:



I have given you an example to follow. Do as I have done to you. [John 13:15 NLT]
What if we followed that example?

What if we acted just like Jesus?

Please understand:


relationships thrive, 

not because the guilty are punished, 


but because the “innocent” forgive.

What if we chose to forgive, instead of opting out to flee or fight?
Just imagine what that would do for the atmosphere in your home…or at your office.

One more time, remember:

“God loves you just the way you are.



But he refuses to leave you that way.




He wants you to speak just like Jesus”.

The secret
Do you get the point?

God wants you and me to live “just like Jesus”.

I know what you’re thinking.
“That’s so ideal, preacher.  

You’ve got to get real.


Jesus and me – we’re so different.



He’s so good…




and, well, I’m not.”

God wants you and me to live “just like Jesus”.

And this preacher wants you to know that we can do it;


we can do it…if we know the secret.

The secret…

No, you won’t discover this secret on a DVD.

You won’t learn about it during the Oprah Winfrey Show.

You’ll find this secret buried in an ancient letter,


written by aging pastor named Paul.

This is what he writes:


This is the secret: Christ lives in you [Colossians 1:27 NLT]
Do you remember the question I posed at the beginning?

“What if Jesus were you?”

Do you also remember 
that I said it was not a silly question?

Why not?

Because it is not out of the question!

You see, Jesus already is a part of you.

The One who once gave himself for you


now gives himself to you.

He has made your heart his home.
He only asks that you make him the “King of hearts”…


at least, the king of your heart.

He only asks that you – and I – trust him…


trust him to lead us in this world.

That’s the secret, folks.

That’s the secret 

that can prompt you and me to say 

with the pastor who shared the secret:



Christ lives in me.  The life you see me living is not “mine”,




but it is lived by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave himself for me. [Galatians 2:20 MSG]
	On 15 Jul 2007, this message was shared with members and friends of Risen Christ Lutheran Church at 9050th 60th Street N in Stillwater MN.  If you have comments or questions, please call the church (651) 770-3618.


Note:  Ideas for this message adapted from Just Like Jesus by Max Lucado.
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