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        09 September 2007
Life 101: Wise up!
[Proverbs 2:1-11; Matthew 7:24-29 NLT]
In the beginning…
A zoo in Israel claims to house 

all the animals mentioned in the Bible.
One exhibit even features a lamb and a wolf in the same pen.

When Larry Englander, a rabbi from the US, 

visited the zoo and saw this exhibit,



he asked an attendant how this could be:




a lamb and a wolf in the same cage.

Without even looking up,


the attendant said: “Every day, a new lamb.  Every day, a new lamb.”

Jesus tells you…me…all his followers,


I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.  [Matthew 10:16 NKJV]
Then he adds this comment:


Therefore be wise as serpents… [Matthew 10:16 NKJV]
We apparently live in a jungle.

According to Jesus, we need wisdom just to survive.

We need an even greater wisdom to thrive.

No wonder a wise old man named Solomon claims:


Getting wisdom is the most important thing you can do. [Proverbs 4:7 NLT]
Wisdom is far more valuable than rubies.  Nothing…can be compared with it.  [Proverbs 8:11 NLT]
No wonder this sage urges you and me to

Search for it as you would for lost money or hidden treasure. [Proverbs 2:4 NLT]
This morning, we shall do just that.
We’ll go exploring.

We’ll search for wisdom


as we look at our last “little lesson for living”…



and attempt to “wise up” 

(or should I say “get smart”).
Wise up!

1)  Look around!

Where do we begin?

Why don’t we just look around?

After all, we have not cornered the market;


North American Christians are not the only wise people on this planet.

In his book called Acts, Luke tells us this:

Moses was taught all the wisdom of the Egyptians.  [Acts 7:22 NLT]
The result?  Luke says:

(Moses) became mighty in both speech and action. [Acts 7:22 NLT]
Isn’t that fascinating?
We can learn from people 


who come from different cultures and confess different creeds.

We only need to look around


and discover how they have learned to “live in the jungle”.
John Wesley – in an often misunderstood sermon –

told his 18th century Methodist followers



to “plunder the Egyptians” –




in other words, to learn all we can from other creeds and cultures…




just as Moses learned from the Egyptians.
I haven’t plundered the Egyptians;

but I have plundered the Chinese.

Most of my family values were acquired on the other side of this planet.

If I respect the elderly today

-- if I am willing to listen to and learn from our senior citizens --


I also acquired that trait in China.
I suspect Moses used the wisdom of the Egyptians

to help God’s people flee from the Egyptians.

I know, though, that Moses needed even greater wisdom

to lead God’s people to the new land – and the new life –



that God had prepared for them.

So do we –


especially if we want to thrive in the “new life” 


God offers to folk such as you and me.

2)  Look up!

We not only need to look around then;


we also need to look up.

There is, you see, a wisdom from above  [James 3:17 TEV]
The brother of Jesus – a man called James – tells us all about it.

He claims that this wisdom affects what goes on inside.

It enables us to relax in a crazy world.

The wisdom from above – says James –


is pure first of all.  It’s also peaceful…  [James 3:17 TEV]
There’s more…

James contends that this wisdom also affects what goes on outside.

It enables us to relate on a lonely planet.

James tells us that this wisdom from above

is gentle and friendly.  It’s full of compassion…  It is free from prejudice…

[James 3:17 TEV]
Not bad, eh?

This wisdom from above

can help us live the life 
God designed for us here below.

It enables you and me to live God’s way in God’s world.

Wise old Solomon discovered 


that it is the Lord (who) grants (this) wisdom [Proverbs 2:6 NLT]
That might explain why old Sol asked God for it.
Did you know that we, too, can ask for this gift?
At least, that’s what the brother of Jesus claims.


If you need wisdom, James tells us,



-- if you want to know what God wants you to do --



ask him, and he will gladly tell you.  




He will not resent your asking  [James 1:5 NLT]
“Ask and you shall receive”, I guess.
But is it really that simple?

This past week, as I searched for wisdom

-- as I explored the Bible



and examined all the references to wisdom –



I discovered four attitudes or actions





that accompany the asking.

I also discovered that these four attitudes or actions


all end with the letter “t”.

3)  Latch on!
So how do we “latch on” to this wisdom from above?

Respect
It begins with respect.
Daniel Hawk, a theologian living in these United States, has said

that here “everyone believes there is a God…and I am it.”

The UK apparently has had a similar problem.

Winston Churchill told of a bishop in the Church of England –


a bishop who regularly reminded Churchill 

of all the good that he (the bishop) had done.

This was the bishop of whom Churchill said:


“There, but for the grace of God, goes God.”

Yes, there is a God…


but no, you and I are not it.

Solomon reminds us:

Don’t be impressed with your own wisdom.  Instead fear the Lord… [Proverbs 3:7 NLT]


The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  [Proverbs 9:10 NLT]
The “fear of the Lord”…
A website that lists all of our phobias includes the “fear of the Lord”

In fact, there is even a link to another website –


one designed to help us overcome our “fear of the Lord”.

The “fear of the Lord”, though is not a fear;


it’s not a phobia.

Rather, it’s a healthy respect --


a healthy respect for who God is…and what he can do.

When I lived in Hong Kong,


I regularly sailed the South China Sea.

I loved the wind;


it took me to deserted islands with pristine beaches.

I also developed a healthy respect for the wind.

One day,


when I foolishly ventured out in a storm,



the wind sheared off the top of my mast.

I love God.

I love what he has done for me –


how he has embraced even a person like me as his child.

But I also have a healthy respect for him.

I know that if I defy him


-- if I do what is forbidden –



there will be consequences.

God just doesn’t let things slide.

This “fear of the Lord”, then, is the beginning of wisdom.

Accept
We respect God;


and then we accept…accept God’s word.

Let me ask you:


where do you look for guidance?


who or what informs the choices you make every day?

A talk-show personality…like Oprah or Dr Phil?

An Indian mystic?  A Chinese fortune cookie?

How about Life’s Little Instruction Book?
Have you ever read that little volume?

Written by a father for his son,

it contains more than 1500 suggestions



for living a happy and rewarding life.

Many people view this book
-- with more than 10 million copies sold –


as a source of wisdom.
I agree: it is a source of wisdom…

a source of some very good human wisdom.

Have you ever read “Life’s Big Instruction Book”?
That book also was written by a Father for his children.

It was designed to be their instruction manual for life on planet earth.

That book – the Bible – is not a source of wisdom.

It is the source of wisdom…


the source of wisdom from above.


The instructions of the Lord are perfect…, writes the poet,


making wise the simple  [Psalm 19:7 NLT]
God’s son Jesus tells us this:

Anyone who listens to my teaching and obeys me is wise  [Matthew 7:24 NLT]
Do you get the point?
Respect God;


then accept his word – the Bible – 

as the source of wisdom for your life.

Invest
Many of us – I believe – do that.

A survey conducted by George Barna revealed

that the vast majority of Americans believe 

the Bible contains teachings from God himself…




even if they don’t have a clue what God says in the Bible.

You see, Barna’s survey also revealed the following:

· 62% of Americans believe the phrase

          
“God helps those who help themselves” 

is in the Bible (it actually is attributed to Ben Franklin)

· 50% of our fellow countrymen could not name the town in which Jesus was born

· 33% of us think the “Book of Thomas” is included in the New Testament.
Obviously, we not only need to accept God’s word as the source of wisdom;


we also need to invest in that source.

We need to invest some of our time in that source.
We are not born wise.
Have you ever heard anyone say:

“My, what a wise baby you have”?
I have heard people speak of a “wise old man…wise old woman”.

Maybe we shouldn’t say “old woman”; that wouldn’t be wise.

The fact is: we are not born wise;


we have to grow wise.

And that takes time, doesn’t it?
Unfortunately, you and I do not have all the time in the world.
Perhaps the prayer that Moses offered long ago 

needs to be on our lips today:



Teach us to make the most of our time, so that we may grow in wisdom.

 [Psalm 90:12 NLT]
Do you and I need to schedule time for growing…growing in wisdom?
Do we need to take the time 

to read God’s word in the quiet of our homes?

Do we need to make the time 

to study God’s word with others in small groups?

Opportunities for growth abound…


even in a small church like ours.

Will we, though, invest our time in growing?

Wisdom will not come to any of us automatically.
Wise old Solomon said we have to go after it.


Search for it like silver, he tells us,



and hunt for it like hidden treasure. [Proverbs 2:5 NCV]
Protect
Can you visualize the process?

We go and get wisdom from the God who gives it

first, by respecting God,



then, by accepting his word as the source of wisdom,




next, by investing our time in acquiring wisdom from God’s word,





and finally, by protecting –






we need to protect the wisdom that we get.

God himself tells us:

Hold on to my instructions; don’t forsake them.  
Guard them, for they will lead you to a fulfilled life. [Proverbs 4:13 NLT]
How can we do that?

How can we keep the wisdom we acquire…


protect it so that we find our life fulfilling?

Max Lucado has an answer.

In his book, Just Like Jesus,


he encourages us to picture our minds as a greenhouse –



the perfect place for growing wisdom.

Says Max, we only need to control the thoughts that enter our minds

to protect the wisdom that is growing there.

Max obviously remembered what Solomon once wrote:


Be careful what you think, because your thoughts run your life. [Proverbs 4:23 NCV]
But how can we do that?

How can we manage our thoughts?

I suggest that we take two statements


-- what Jesus once said…what Paul once wrote –



and blend them together in a recipe




for protecting our minds…and the wisdom that grows there.
Jesus said: 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. [Matthew 28:18 NIV]
Paul wrote:

We take captive every thought and make it obedient to Christ [2 Corinthians 10:5 NIV]
How – you ask – do those two statements combine to make a recipe?

Let’s say the thought that crosses your mind is a feeling.

You feel guilty; you feel that what you’ve done just can’t be forgiven.

Ah! pity wants to have a party;


but instead of letting him in,



you take that thought… 




and submit it to Jesus, 
who – by the way -- has more authority than you or your feelings.

Will Jesus agree that you can’t be forgiven?
I think you know what Jesus would say.

I believe you know that his blood cleanses us from every sin.

Perhaps the thought is not a feeling, but a criticism.

Your friend calls you a loser; your parents say you’re worthless.

This time it’s anger that shows up;

but before you offer him a chair,



you take the thought




and again submit it to Jesus,





who also has more authority than your family or friends.

What will Jesus say?

You can be sure he won’t label you a loser...


won’t consider you worthless.

After all, he died for you.

He calls you a friend; he considers you to be family.

One final example…
This thought is neither a feeling or a criticism;


it’s a temptation.

If you’re a guy, it’s dressed in flashy red;


if you’re a gal, it’s the hunk you’ve always wanted.

Lust is knocking on the door;


but before you change the sheets,



you step back and say: 




“Not so fast.  We have to get permission from my big brother.”

So you take this steamy act to Jesus and ask: “Yes or no?”

And this time, Jesus says “no”.

See how it works?

Take every thought


and make it captive to Christ,



who has all authority in heaven and on earth.

That’s the recipe for doing what God says:

Hold on to my instructions; don’t forsake them.  

Guard them, for they will lead you to a fulfilled life. [Proverbs 4:13 NLT]
At the end…
This morning, we have followed Solomon’s advice.

We have gone on a treasure hunt;

we have searched for wisdom.

We may think that wisdom is hard to find.

Thank God, then, that he has given us a map…


and that, on his map, “X” marks the spot.

Actually, it’s not an “X”;


it’s more of a cross.

On the cross, we discover that wisdom from above.

On the cross, we learn of God’s passion

-- and see God’s plan -- 

for people such as you and me.

For, on the cross, we find Jesus.

A pastor named Paul tells us:


Christ is…the wonderful wisdom of God. [1 Corinthians 1:24 NLT]

In Him lie hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. [Colossians 2:4 NLT]
In the end then,

a wise man…a wise woman is not an individual 

who follows prescribed rules and regulations.

Wise men and wise woman are people 

who pursue a personal relationship instead.

They can be people just like us…

people who simply follow Jesus…



and find the treasure -- 

in fact, all the treasures of that wisdom that comes from above.
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