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The day is coming:  a day to anticipate
[2 Peter 3:10-12a; John 14:1-3 NIV]
In the beginning…
You are in your car driving home.
Your thoughts wander to the meal you’re going to eat


or the game you want to watch.

Suddenly, a sound you’ve never heard fills the air.

It seems to come from above.

What is it?

A trumpet?  A choir?  A choir of trumpets?

You don’t know, but you want to.

So you pull over, get out of your car and look up.
You discover that you aren’t the only one who’s curious.

The roadside has become a parking lot.

Car doors stand open


as people stand up, staring at the sky.

And what they see – what you see –


has never before been seen.

The sky appears to be a curtain,

massive drapes which are being drawn aside.
A bright light spills through the opening onto the earth.

Crystals of every hue turn the light into a river of color.

Riding on that brilliant flow is an endless fleet of angels.
They quickly occupy every square inch of the sky.

Thousands of silvery wings rise and fall in unison.

The angels are then joined by 24 elders with silver beards.

And over the sound of the trumpets,


you can hear all these creatures singing: “holy, holy, holy”.

All of a sudden, the heavens fall silent.

All is quiet.

The elders turn, the angels turn, you turn

-- the entire world turns –


and there he is: Jesus.

In the brilliant light, you see the silhouetted figure of Christ the king.

He rides a great stallion,


and the stallion rides a great white cloud.

The King opens his mouth and declares,


“I am alpha and omega – the beginning and the end.”

The angels bow in reverence.

The elders join them.

Before you is a figure so consuming that you know –


instantly you know:



nothing else matters.

Forget the meal…forget the game.

Forget the stock markets and school reports.

All that mattered, matters no more –


for Jesus Christ has come!

The day is coming
1)  Our reaction
How does that scene 


-- described by authors and portrayed by artists --



how does that scene




-- a composite of the images provided by God himself in the Bible --





how does that scene make you feel?

What emotions does the second coming of Christ stir in you?

Wouldn’t it be interesting if we all sat in a circle


and shared our reactions?

What words would we hear?

What words would we use?

Delight comes to mind.

After all, for you and me as Christians,


isn’t the return of Jesus a dream come true?

You would think the mere thought of that day


would have us jumping for joy.

And yet, in more than 60 years of living,


I still have not seen one of God’s children


punching his or her fist in the air



and screaming with delight





because Jesus is coming back.

In fact, we can find greater excitement at the Metrodome –


on one of those rare occasions when the Vikings are leading



and we’re counting down the final seconds to the end of the game.

Oh, delight may be the appropriate response,


but it’s not the actual response, is it?

Other reactions seem to be more typical…


and they, too, can be described with words 

that begin with the letter “D”.

How does the second coming of Christ make you feel?

How about discomfort?

You’ve been told your mistakes will be made known…


your secrets will be revealed.

Books will be opened, and names will be read.

You know God is holy;


you know you’re not.

Besides, there are all those phrases:


“wars and rumors of war”

“the mark of the beast”




“the lake of fire”.
And what was it that the fellow said on TV?


“The new senator is the Antichrist”…



“Avoid all phone numbers with the digits 6-6-6”

Enough to make you squirm, isn’t it?

If discomfort doesn’t describe your reaction to the return of Jesus,


would disappointment do?

Disappointment?

This reaction may surprise you…


unless you’ve felt it –



then you can relate.

Who would feel disappointment at the thought of Christ’s coming?

How about the couple planning to get married?

what if Jesus returned the day before the wedding?

Or how about the student getting ready to graduate?


the mother-to-be wanting to hold the baby in her womb?



the grandparents longing to see their first grand-child?




the long-serving employee looking forward to retirement?

What about the soldier stationed overseas?


he just might want to go home before he goes home.

Disappointment at the thought of Jesus’ return?
Not such a strange reaction after all, right?

Then there’s denial.
What?
How could we – as Bible-believing Christians – 

ever deny the fact that Jesus is coming back?

Oh, the word may never cross our lips,


but it could characterize our lives, couldn’t it?

We simply live as if we will never see Jesus again.

It actually can be one way 

that we deal with the discomfort – or the disappointment –


that the thought of Jesus’ return may bring.

Let’s not forget this, either.

You and I want answers;

we expect explanations –



but the end of time is short on both.

So why even consider what is difficult to conceive?

If Jesus comes back, fine;


if not, that’s okay too.

I’m just going to watch the game and then go to bed.

I’ve got to work tomorrow.

2)  Jesus’ reassurance
The return of Jesus can stir – and stir up – 
all kinds of emotions, can’t it?
But how does God want you and me to feel about that day?

That, my friend, is a question easy to answer.

God, you see, tells us.

Listen to what God’s son Jesus says

as he begins to tell his followers about his return:



Do not let your hearts be troubled… [John 14:1 NIV]
If God were to have his way with us,


thoughts of his Son’s return wouldn’t trouble us.

And his Son goes on to explain why.

In fact, Jesus gives three reasons

why the thought of his return can tickle us, not trouble us.

First of all, says Jesus,


“I have prepared a place for you” [John 14:2-3]
Remember those words, folks.
When we plan a vacation,


you and I are the ones who prepare.

We decide the route,

we reserve the rooms,



we purchase the tickets.

But for “the mother of all holidays”…


for the one that begins when everything ends,



Jesus has made all the arrangements.

He simply tells us: “I have prepared a place for you”

Isn’t that good to know?

We already know that when Jesus returns,

all books will be opened and all mistakes exposed.
But did you also know 

that Jesus has cooked your book and mine?
He has deleted all our mistakes.

We also know that when Jesus returns,


we will meet God.

We know God is perfect…and we are not.

Jesus also takes care of this discrepancy.

He has made us look good – no, look perfect – to God.

Don’t even ask what it cost to make these kind of arrangements;
we couldn’t afford it anyway.

Jesus gave up everything;


he laid aside his power and prestige as God…



and became one of us.

That’s right; to prepare a place for us, Jesus took our place.

He did what God expected us to do;


he suffered what God expected us to suffer.

No wonder he tells us:


“I have prepared a place for you.”
Then he adds,

“There is ample space for you.”

In my Fathers’ house are many rooms;

if it were not so, I would have told you. [John 14:2 NIV]
Why does Jesus mention “many rooms”?

Why does he speak of the size of his Father’s house?

Think of the many times you’ve heard the opposite;


think of the many times you’ve heard “there is no room” for you.

You’ve may have heard it at school:


“Sorry, we don’t have room for you on the team.”

You’ve may have heard it at work:


“We’re down-sizing; there’s no room for you here.”

You’ve may have heard it in a relationship:


“I no longer have room for you in my heart”

You may have even heard it in a church:


“We just don’t have room for your type.”

“There is no room” –


you know the sound of those sad words…



and so does Jesus.

When he began his life on planet earth,


an innkeeper said, “There is no room in this inn”.
And as he ended his life on a cross, 


wasn’t the message also one of rejection?


“There is no room for you in this world.”

Even today, Jesus gets the same treatment.

He goes from heart to heart, asking to enter.

But more often than not, he is told:


“There’s no room for you here.”

Yet every so often, he is welcomed.

Someone throws open the door of the heart and invites him to stay.

To this person, Jesus makes this promise:


“I have ample space for you.”

We make room for Jesus in our hearts;


Jesus makes room for us in his house.

“I have prepared a place 

-- there is ample space --



for you.”
Jesus follows these words of kindness


with a word of conviction:



I will come back… [John 14:3 NIV]
“I’m not kidding”, he says. “I will come back.”

In 1989, a father in Armenia showed the same kind of determination.

In only four minutes, 

an earthquake reduced the region to rubble and killed 30,000 people.
Moments later, a father raced to an elementary school to rescue his son.

When he arrived, he saw that the building had been leveled.

But he remembered a promise he had made to his child:


“No matter what happens, I’ll always be there for you.”

Propelled by this promise, the father began to pull back the rocks.

Other parents – sobbing for their children – told him to stop;


“it’s too late”, they said.

But the man refused.

For eight hours, then sixteen, he dug;


his hands were raw and his heart heavy,



but he refused to quit.

Finally, after 38 hours, he moved a boulder and heard his son’s voice.

He called the boy’s name “Arman, Arman”.

The son answered, “Dad, it’s me”
…and then added these words:



“I told the other kids not to worry.  I knew you’d come.  You promised!”

Jesus has made the same promise to you and to me.

“I will come back.”
Yes, life will not be easy:


the ground will shake and rocks will fall.

But Jesus will come back for us.

How do we know?

Because he already came back once!

He was dead and buried, you know…

sealed by a stone in a borrowed grave 2000 years ago.

But he came back –


he came alive and came out of that grave.

Like the boy in Armenia, you and I have heard the promise.

We also know that the One who made the promise to us


once removed a stone…and then removed all doubt.

So, like the boy, we can believe the promise – the whole promise of Jesus --


I will come back…

I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. [John 14:3 NIV]
At the end…
Folks, you and I may need to revise our response to Jesus’ return.
As Lutherans, we may not be quite ready to begin shrieking with delight.


(I wonder what that would look like if we did.)

But God clearly does not want us to be troubled by the coming of his Son.

What to do?
A man called Peter may have the answer.

He understands that the day of Jesus’ return is dreadful.

He tells us:

The day of the Lord will come like a thief.  The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare.

[2 Peter 3:10 NIV]
Then he asks the question that is on our minds:

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?

[2 Peter 3:11 NIV]
He goes on to make a suggestion about our actions and our attitude.

He says:


You ought to live holy and godly lives  [2 Peter 3:11 NIV]
And what about our attitude?

You ought to look forward to the day of God… [2 Peter 3:13 NIV]


Look forward…

That’s the English translation.

Peter originally told us to προσδεχομαι –


a Greek compound made up of two words:



προσ which means “forward”



and δεχομαι which means “waiting”

“Forward waiting” – a good image…but bad grammar.

You see, προσδεχομαι – or “forward waiting” is a redundancy.
Redundancies happen to be one of my pet peeves.

My final task as a training manager for HSBC


was to co-author the corporation’s style manual.

I devoted almost an entire page to redundancies.

I listed examples such as “repeat again”…”true facts”…


and the apparent favorite of CEO’s: “forward planning”.

“Forward” is redundant;


who ever plans backward?”

Peter’s προσδεχομαι is such a redundancy…

falls into same category as “forward planning”.

After all, whoever waits backward…
waits for something to happen in the past?

Why do people like CEO’s and Cephas use such redundancies?

For emphasis, I guess.

You see, Cephas – or Peter – wants us 
to both wait and watch for Jesus’ return.

Wait and watch –

that’s a better translation of προσδεχομαι.

If we just wait for Jesus’ return,


we can become so patient that we grow complacent…



and assume it may never happen.

On the other hand, if we only watch for Jesus’ return,

we can grow inpatient and do something rash:



“sell everything and head for the hills”.

προσδεχομαι – waiting and watching…


what does that look like?

The Christmas season provides the image we are seeking.

No, not Santa Claus…but Simeon.

A historian named Luke tells us that Simeon did what Peter suggested.

He lived a godly life as he προσδεχομαι (there’s that word again) 


as he “waited and watched” for Jesus’ first coming.

We know Simon waited;

he was an old man before he finally saw Jesus.

We also know Simon watched;


even in his old age, he could recognize Jesus.

We know how the story of this “waiter and watcher” ends.

Luke tells us:

Simeon took the baby (Jesus) in his arms and thanked God, ‘Now Lord, you can let me, your servant, die in peace.”  [Luke 2:28-29 NLT]
Ah, that’s the benefit of waiting and watching.
One look into the face of Jesus, 
and old Simeon knew it was time to go home.

Do you know what?

One look into the face of our returning Savior,


and we will know the same –


it’s time to go home.

[The ideas in this sermon series have been prompted by Max Lucado in his book, When Christ comes.]
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