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The Christmas you’ve always wanted: focus on honoring Jesus
[Luke 1:46-55 NIV]
In the beginning…
My daughter Amy is responsible for art education programs


at the Milwaukee Art Museum.

She also has assumed responsibility for educating me.
Every visit to her home includes a trip to the museum.

You see, she is determined 

to transform an old man of common German and Polish stock


not only into an art aficionado…



but one who especially appreciates modern art.

A story about such modern art is making the rounds this Christmas.

Truth be told, I like the story more than the art.


“An older woman was viewing an exhibition 
in a newly opened art gallery, 


Suddenly one modern portrait caught her eye.


‘What on earth is that?’ she asked the artist, 
who was standing nearby.


The artist smiled and said, 
‘That, my dear woman, is a mother and child.’


‘Well, then,’ snapped the old lady, ‘why isn’t it?’”

“Why isn’t it?”

That’s a question you and I need to ask.
Christmas is all about a mother and child too.
But why isn’t it?

Look around.

Sleighs in the snow…and Santa on the go…


singing and shopping…parties and presents –



that’s what we’re featuring at Christmas again this year.
Last week, we began our month-long journey to Bethlehem.

We set out to make this Christmas special –


“the one you’ve always longed for”.

Lois Rand, long associated with St Olaf College, 

tells us what makes a Christmas memorable.
She contends that it’s “the warmth of Christmas worship” –


the satisfaction that comes our way

when we concentrate on honoring the child 




who was born of a mother named Mary…





and born for all mankind.

How can we do that?

How – amid all the sights, sounds and smells of the holiday season --


how can we focus our attention on this child named Jesus?
His mother offers a clue.

This morning, Mary provides a recipe –

a recipe for “the Christmas you’ve always longed for”.

Today, she gives us the seasoning and the reasoning –


the seasoning that will draw out the original flavor of Christmas…


and the reasoning for such seasoning.

Focus on honoring Jesus

1)  The seasoning
You’ve heard the story – 

how an angel 

surprised a virgin named Mary…


told her that God would visit her…




said that she would then birth a baby…





and insisted that she call the child Jesus.

You’ve heard the story;


do you remember how Mary reacted?

Last week we learned that she responded with a retreat…

took off…and took time 

– three months, to be exact – with her cousin Elizabeth,




slowly processing what was happening in her life.

This morning, though, we witness a different reaction.

When Mary learned from the angel that Christmas was coming, 

what did she do?

Go shopping?

Decorate her home with lights?

Bake cookies and invite friends over for a party?
In those days before the best Christmas ever,


what did Mary do?

She burst into a song.
We don’t know if she sang it or just said it;

but we do know that Mary burst into a song.

Over the years, Mary’s song has acquired a Latin title.

Today we call it the “Magnificat”.

But you don’t need to know Latin,

to know what the song is all about.

In her “Magnificat”, Mary is “magnifying”.
And the first measure reveals what Mary is magnifying.

No! she doesn’t “zoom in” on herself;


she “zooms in” on God --
praises him…

claims that her relationship with him gives her the greatest pleasure.
Listen to this:
Oh, how I praise the Lord! she exclaims.


How I rejoice in God my Savior.  [Luke 1:46-47 NLT]
Did you get that?

In the days before the best Christmas ever,


Mary focused on honoring her God…her Savior. 
Now how can we do that?

How can we – amid all the sights, sounds and smells of Christmas –


how can we maintain such a focus on God?
I’d like to suggest that we take a cue from Mary


and compose a song for the season.
But you’ve heard me sing


-- and I’ve heard you sing --



so that seems to be out of the question.
Let me, then, suggest several other options


-- let’s call them “six spices” – 

six spices in a recipe for the Christmas you’ve always longed for…


six ways to focus on honoring God – my Savior…and yours.
For example, if we can’t compose a new song, 
why not choose an old one? 

a traditional Christmas carol that draws our attention to God…
a “theme song” we can sing – or have sung to us – 

every day in the run-up to Christmas. 

I prefer some of the British carols in this book (Anglican hymnal) –

songs that graced my Christmas for 25 years…but seldom hear today.  
Actually, almost any carol will do.

That American favorite, “O little town of Bethlehem”, honors God…

reminds us



“how God imparts to human hearts



the blessings of his heav’n.”

If we can’t write a song, we could write a letter –


a Christmas letter to Jesus.
Tell him what his coming means to you…


how he is welcome in your heart and in your home.

Then save the letter


and read it aloud to your Lord 



before you open your other gifts at Christmas.

If you can’t write a song,


and don’t want to write a letter,



could you perhaps read a story?



a story that reveals 

what “the love that came down at Christmas” can do.

Several of my friends read Charles Dickens’ Christmas Carol every year.

The Christmas Miracle of Jonathan Toomey is another delightful volume.

Sarah Wojiechowski’s book tells of a wood-carver named Toomey.
The village children, though, called him Gloomy.

I’m reading:


“Jonathan Toomey seldom smiled or laughed.


He went about mumbling and grumbling, muttering and sputtering.


He complained that the church bells rang too often,


the birds sang too shrilly,




and the children played too loudly.”

Everyone in the village knew 

that Toomey was a skilled wood-carver.

What they didn’t know was 


that he lost his wife and baby during childbirth.

When an attractive widow and her young son come to his shop 

and ordered a hand-carved nativity set,



the transformation of gloomy Toomey begins.

I won’t tell you the whole tale,


but it is a book that honors Jesus.

In our recipe for “the Christmas you’ve always longed for”…

as we search for ingredients that will honor Jesus,



let’s not forget this:




“Imitation is the highest form of flattery.”

In other words,


as we prepare for his birth,



we can honor Jesus by doing what Jesus did.

So, my friend, why not issue a Christmas pardon?

Why not open your heart to someone


whom you’ve locked out of your life?

Who needs your forgiveness this Christmas?

Whom can you pardon…


just as Jesus has pardoned you?

What about presenting a friend or family member with the gift of time?
Take them to a concert,


invite them to dinner at a restaurant,



spend a weekend with them at a resort hotel.

I have often said that love is spelled T – I – M – E.

And isn’t time what Jesus gave to us?
Didn’t he spend a lifetime living with us


before dying for us?

Last but not least, 


don’t put your presents under a tree this Christmas.
Put your gifts where God put his –


in a manger.

Make the manger yourself


-- it can look as crude as the original --



but can you think of a better symbol



to help family and friends remember Jesus…

and why we give gifts at Christmas?

2)  The reasoning
Mary’s song gives us a cue –


prompts us to think of ways to honor Christ at Christmas.

Mary’s song also gives us a clue –


helps us understand why we need to do this.

As I mentioned, the “Magnificat” provides 

both the seasoning and the reasoning


for “the Christmas you’ve always longed for”
So what’s the reasoning?

Why did Mary focus on her Savior – rather than herself – 

in the run-up to the best Christmas ever?

She tells us:


For he took notice of his lowly servant girl,



and now generation after generation will call me blessed [Luke 1:48 NLT]


Mary focused on God,

because God first “zoomed in” on her.

He noticed this little girl…


and then made her noteworthy.

You and I call Mary blessed today;


we hail her as the “blessed virgin”.
But one look at her high school yearbook


would give no indication of her future fame.

The line below her picture did not read:

“aspires to be the mother of God”.

Mary was a very ordinary girl 


with an even more ordinary name.

We would not even know her today

if God hadn’t noticed her long ago.
Have you noticed

that God also has noticed you?

Oh, the popular girls at school may not look at you.

The coach may forget you’re on the bench.

The supervisor may overlook you during the annual review.

But the Creator of heaven and earth has taken note…

and is doing something noteworthy.

Do you realize that God is doing for you today

what he once did for Mary?
After God took notice of this lowly servant girl,

he began to form Jesus in her womb.

After God noticed you,

he started to form Christ in your heart.
He began that good work when you were baptized.

He will complete it when you see Jesus face-to-face…


and see that – finally – you are like him.

Now, in the ‘tween time

 -- says that pastor named Paul – 


now Christ lives in you  [Colossians 1:27 NLT]
You could be called a “thoroughly modern Mary” (not Millie).
In Mary, Jesus was a fetus.

In you – and me – he is a force.

He can do what we cannot.

Mary understood that.
Perhaps that explains why she gives a second reason 


for honoring God’s Son in the hectic days before Christmas.
She says:

He, the Mighty One,…has done great things for me. [Luke 1:49 NLT]
God used Mary to deliver his Son.

Even though it happened in a stable,


that was a great thing!

Later, God used his Son to deliver Mary.

That happened on a cross as Mary watched,


and it was an even greater thing!
There God’s son did what Mary could not do –


free her from the hold and hell of her sin.
What is it that you cannot do today?
Can’t forget the past…and forgive yourself?

Christ can; and he lives in you.

Can’t forsake old habits? 


Can’t stop eating…drinking?



Christ can; and he lives in you.

Can’t live the life God designed for you?

Can’t be content with God’s plan for your life?



Christ can; and he lives in you.

We like to say, “I can’t”.
A pastor named Paul learned to say “I can” –


I can do everything with the help of Christ who gives me the strength I need.

[Philippians 4:13 NLT]
Christ is the “mighty one”

He once lived in Mary.
Today he lives in you and me.

What an honor!


What an honor for all of us!
Why shouldn’t we honor him in return --

especially as we prepare to celebrate his birthday?

At the end…
In her song, Mary said that,

generation after generation will call me blessed. [Luke 1:48 NLT]
Most generations have hailed Mary as blessed 

because of what God did for her –



how he used her to provide the world’s Savior.

This morning, though, we can also hail Mary 


because of what she has done for us.

Again she has been our model,


showing us how to prepare for “the Christmas you’ve always longed for”.

What Mary has said to you and me today

can be summarized in a motto:



“Make room!”
Make room for the One who once found no room.

Make room for Christ in your Christmas.

Another woman -- Emily Elliot – 
went on to put that motto to music…

put it into the words of a song.
Elliot wrote her song in the 19th century 


for the church her father served in Brighton, England

The song, however, quickly became a popular Advent hymn 


in much of the English-speaking world.

For more than 150 years,


it has helped people like you and me prepare for Christmas –


“the Christmas you’ve always longed for”.

Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly crown,
When Thou camest to earth for me;
But in Bethlehem’s home was there found no room 
For Thy holy nativity.
O come to my heart, Lord Jesus,
There is room in my heart for Thee.
	On 09 Dec 2007, this message was shared with members and friends of Risen Christ Lutheran Church at 9050 60th Street N in Stillwater MN.  If you have comments or questions, please call the church (651) 770-3618.
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