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Baptism: God at work!
(Romans 6:1-11)

Introduction
What more could God possibly want?
I mean, he already has everything.

Long ago, an inspired poet wrote these words:


“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.”  [Psalm 24:1]
All that you and I consider precious

-- the gold…the silver…the cattle on a thousand hills --



already belongs to God.

So, what on earth could he possibly want?

He wants a family.

He longs to have children.

He desires to love…and be loved.

And that, my friends, explains this…

No matter who or what we are,


you and I have a Father who loves us dearly…



a Father who wants us to enjoy life within his family…




a Father who wants us to experience this family life now…and forever.

Unfortunately, we are rebels.

We are inclined to reject our Father…and his way of life for us.

We, in fact, have done what rebellious children have done down through the ages –

we’ve locked ourselves in our own room.

We’ve erected a wall that separates us from this One who loves as no other.

We really can’t help it…for this is our nature.

We are – as C S Lewis once said – “born bent”.

We are bent on going our own way…


bent on life without Father.

Our natural inclinations, of course, upset our Father,


but they do not upset his plans for us.

He is bent on drawing you and me within his family circle.

He once sent his Son to us…


the Son who lost his life removing the wall we had erected –



the barrier that separated us from our Father.

He still sends his Spirit to us…


the Spirit who prods and prompts us to accept what our Father has done



so that we can be reunited with him.

There is a God who is so interested in you and me 


that he actually intervenes in human history on our behalf.

There is a God who relentlessly seeks to rescue us…


a God who breaks into the rooms we have locked…



a God who breaks down the walls we have erected…




a God who runs after us as we run away from him.

Have you ever seen this God 
– this so-called “hound of heaven” -- in action?

Have you ever seen him do his thing?

Have you ever witnessed a baptism?

Yes, a baptism –

a time and a place that God intervenes in human history.

Baptism: God at work
1) God acts
The simple act of baptism is a saving act of God.

In fact, the baptism of a child – especially –

is a visible example of the way God deals with all of us.

The baptism of an infant demonstrates that,


when an individual becomes a child of God,



it is God who makes this relationship possible.

Baptism reveals that we are not saints who seek God,


but that God is a Savior who seeks us.

Baptism is not something that we do;


it’s something God does.

Unfortunately, as individuals who are “born bent”,


we sometimes bend baptism out of shape.

We sometimes imagine that baptism is a ritual we perform, don’t we?

Sometimes, we think that – in baptism –


the pastor – through some magic or power – inducts an individual into the family of God.

At other times, we think that – in baptism –


an individual merely shows that he or she already is a member of God’s family.

The God who has commanded baptism, though,


insists that baptism is his work…his labor of love.

The God who has commanded baptism 

maintains that – in baptism – he doesn’t receive anything from us;

he instead gives something to us

“Be baptized,” said that man called Peter,

“…and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” [Acts 2:38] --


that Holy Spirit who, in turn, gifts you with faith…




that faith which gets you into the family of God.

No wonder that a pastor named Paul once said:

“You are all children of God through faith.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” [Galatians 3:26-27 RSV]
In baptism, then, God bestows a name on us 
– his family name –

and begins to fulfill his grand and eternal plan for us.

In baptism, he draws us within his family circle


so that we might begin to enjoy a new and better way of life.

That pastor named Paul reminds us of what God did for us on the day of our baptism.


“Don’t you know?” he asks…

“Don ‘t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” [Romans 6:3-5]
Unfortunately, we’re not very good at remembering 

what God did on the day we were baptized, are we?

We tend to forget that, when God embraced you and me as his children at a baptismal font,


he actually made a commitment to us:



he promised to be a full-time Father.

In the 16th century, Martin Luther regularly urged anxious individuals 

to remember their baptism…and God’s commitment at their baptism.


Perhaps you and I need that reminder today.

As we fret over who we are and what happens in our lives,


we need to recall that we have a Father who accepts us 



and who assures us that he can make our lives good.

Most of us, I suspect, were baptized as infants.

This means that God adopted us as his children


when we didn’t even know he existed! 

Doesn’t that tell us something about how much God cares for us?


about what he can do for us?

There is a contemporary form of baptism that emphasizes 


the life-long meaning of our once-in-a-lifetime baptism.

Immediately after the baptism,


all the people respond by saying:



“Lord, now we know that we are more than nothing.



We know that we are more than numbers.



We have names.



We are Yours.



In the name of Jesus, Your Son and our brother, we are somebodies.



We are your sons and daughters.”

Whenever we recall our baptism,


we can remember that we live and work and play 

under the watchful eye of a loving Father in heaven.

This is good for us.

We need to know that we are God’s children.

However, we also need to show that we are God’s children.

2) We react
You see, the God who made it possible for us to live with him…


well, this God also expects us to live for him.

It’s not surprising, then, that Pastor Paul – in a letter to the Romans –


not only demonstrates how God goes into action in baptism,

he also defines our reaction to what God does in baptism.

The pastor’s argument goes like this:


If God gave you a new life in baptism, then shouldn’t you live that new life?


If God freed you from sin in baptism, then “how can you live in sin any longer?” 

[Romans 6:2]

The pastor doesn’t answer the questions he raises;


the answers are too obvious.

So he simply tells all of us who have been baptized:


“Count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God.” [Romans 6:11]
Or, as the pastor’s words are translated in The Message :


“That means you must not give sin a vote in the way you conduct your lives…

Throw yourselves wholeheartedly and full-time…into God’s way of doing things.”

Rather challenging words, aren’t they?

If we were to scrutinize our daily lives,


I fear we would discover that we don’t always do things “Daddy’s way”.

We would discover that we -- who are called the children of God – 

often bring shame to the name we bear.

We, of course, may not be notorious enough to make the headlines of the local newspaper,


but we never seem to escape the notice of an unbelieving world…



a world that will never let us forget 

the difference between what we say and what we do.

This is an ongoing problem for me


and, I suspect, for you as well.

Is there a solution?

What, if anything, can help us live and love 

more and more like the children of an ever-living, ever-loving Father in heaven?

An elderly pastor once told me the story 

of a young man who was preparing to leave for college.

As he got ready to leave home for the first time,


he expected his father to give him a long lecture.

His father, however, said little or nothing 

about how the son should behave away from home.

Not until the young man was about to walk out the door

did the father finally say something.

He gently placed his arm on the young man’s shoulder and simply said: 

“Son, just remember whose child you are”.

Years later, the son claimed 

that those words helped him retain his family’s values…

even when he was away from his family at college.

Perhaps we don’t need long lectures about the values of God’s family, either.

Perhaps we, too, only need to hear these words:

“Just remember whose child you are”.

And we remember whose child we are 
whenever we remember our baptism.

Whenever we recall our baptism, 


we realize that God has embraced us as his children.

Someone once said that 

remembering our baptism can be both a sedative and a stimulant.

a sedative that calms us down

because baptism assures us that we are God’s children.

a stimulant that stirs us up to live for God




because baptism reminds us that we are his children…and bear his name.

One day – perhaps long, long ago – 

three handfuls of water were poured over our heads 

as someone spoke the name of God.

That day – and we probably don’t even remember what happened –

is one of the most significant days in your life and mine.

Louis the 14th, a king of France,


claimed that the three handfuls of water poured over his head in baptism



were more precious to him than the jeweled crown he wore.

And why not?

After all, on the day of our baptism,


each of us became a child of a fabulously rich Father…



a Father who wants to lavish the riches of his mercy on each of us.

Through the simple act of baptism,


God becomes our Father.

He is not only a rich Father;


he’s also a good Father

And because he is so good,


it’s not all that surprising that his children 
– you and me – would want to “take after” him.

Conclusion

I conclude by telling a story I shared several years ago.

William Barker tells the story of a machinist at the Ford Motor Company in Detroit.

The machinist became a Christian and was baptized.

He took the words of Romans, chapter 6 very seriously.

Because he was baptized,


he felt that he had died to sin and was living for God.

As a result, he wanted to make amends for his past mistakes.

He started at the Ford Motor Company,


where he worked…



and where he had been stealing parts and tools for many years.

Shortly after his baptism,


he returned all the stolen parts and tools still in his possession.

He told his foreman what he was doing…and asked for forgiveness.

What the machinist did was a first at Ford.

The foreman didn’t know what to do.

So he spoke to his boss, 


who – in turn – sent a message to Mr Ford himself,



who was visiting a plant overseas.

The foreman’s boss asked Mr Ford what he should do.

Mr Ford immediately sent a message back.

“Dam up the Detroit River,” he said, “and baptize everyone in the company.”

We smile at Mr Ford’s suggestion,


which may have been a joke.

Yet, Mr Ford did show some understanding of what we often fail to appreciate:


what God does in baptism…



and what we can do as a result of baptism.

“Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We therefore were buried with him through baptism into death that, just as Christ was raised from the dead, … we too may live a new life.” [Romans 6:3-4]
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