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Turning on the Lights
It’s amazing how darkness changes things.  A living room with a light on is a warm and inviting place with cheerful signs of a loving family abounding.  Turn the lights off, and it becomes a hazardous mine field of blocks, toys, and furniture.  The deepest parts of the oceans was once thought to be a cold, black wasteland, but a few decades ago when submersible robots began descending and turning on the lights, they saw a world of color and life that not even Dr. Seuss could have imagined.
About the same time scientist were shining lights onto the ocean floor, doctors were shining lights for the first time into another dark place – the womb.  Since Adam and Eve conceived the first human until just a few decades ago, human conception was mostly a secret hidden in mystery and darkness.  But when the lights were turned on, we saw amazing things. 
We saw a sperm and ovum combining to create a new, living, one-cell being.  This one cell person, called a zygote, already contains the genetic material that will be that persons life-long genetic blue print.  This one cell zygote also has the same ability that any other living being has – the ability to produce more cells.  And so the one cell zygote becomes two cells.  Then four.  Then eight.  Soon the multiplying cells form themselves into a ball called a blastocyst.  The arrangement of cells around the ball will determine which one become hands, feet, organs, etc.  After attaching itself to the lining of his or her (yes, genetically, “it” is already a he or she) mother’s uterus, the blastocyst begins multiplying cells at an astonishing pace.  Within four to five weeks of conception, the once ball-shaped person is now has the beginnings of arms, legs, eyes, ears, etc.  All organs have formed and brain waves are detectable.  Development continues at an astonishing pace until about 40 weeks from conception, the child leaves the womb.  The light of science has helped us see what a miracle conception really is.
The Present Darkness of “Choice”
But just as the lights were going on in the womb, the lights were being turned off out here, in the world outside the womb.  35 years ago on Tuesday (January 22nd), a supreme court decision affirmed a woman’s right to choose an abortion – the right to terminate the life of her own child on demand.
We hardly ever call it “darkness”.  We usually dressed up in words like “choice” or “rights.”  But make no mistake, it is darkness.  It is a darkness of ignorance about unborn human life.  It is a darkness of selfishness; a darkness of excuses; a darkness of fear; complacency, and turning a blind eye.  It is a darkness of death.  It is a self-imposed darkness that has allowed at least 40,000,000 people to be murdered since 1973 just in the U.S.  In 2007 alone, 1.2 million abortions were performed.
We hear things like, “Abortion is a personal issue, and I have no right to impose my beliefs on others.”   “Abortion is wrong for me, but that might not be true for others.”  “Abortion is a religious issue, not a social issue.”  “An embryo is not yet a person.”  I have even heard some say that the Bible is silent on the matter.  I beg to differ.
Biblical Teaching on Life

Jesus
The Bible teaches that what God begins in the darkness, he does with a purpose.  Even Jesus was conceived in the same darkness and mystery that we were.  From a one celled zygote (Yes, Jesus was once a zygote!) he was valued and loved by God.  He had a purpose.  That purpose did not begin at birth, it began at conception.  
Isaiah 49 is a prophecy about Jesus, where Jesus himself speaks of his own mission.  In verse one he says, “The LORD called me from the womb; from within the body of my mother he named me.  I am honored in the eyes of the LORD…”   Verse five says, “And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his servant…”  The verses following go on to tell of his mission to be the savior of Israel, Judah, and even the whole world.  This purpose was set in motion from conception – not birth as we often assume.
You and the Unborn
Jesus was conceived with a purpose and loved from conception.  You were too, and so is every other person – born or not yet born.  Psalm 139:13 says, “You created my inmost being; You knit me together in my mothers womb.”  This does not mean God literally spins us together with knitting needles.  The image is God personally and intimately involved in the creation of each person.  God custom made you, down to your DNA, exactly the way he wanted for a special purpose.
1 Corinthians 1:2 we learn that we were called by God to be holy.  Ephesians 1:4 tells us the God “chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.”   God wants every person to have the opportunity know Him, experience His love and forgiveness, share that love with others, and ultimately spend eternity with him.  This was God’s plan for you from before the creation of the world, and it was put into action the moment you were conceived.

Sometimes, God decides to bring home a life before he or she is born.  When this happens, we trust God and say, as Job did, “The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised" (Job 1:21).  But we dare not attempt to decide what only God is qualified to do; to decide who lives and who dies.

Other Teachings about Unborn Life
Human life has value because God creates human life.  God took great care in creating people. God formed the man from the dust of the ground – he literally sculpted him by hand.  The Bible says God made us in his own image.  And the Bible calls us God’s own children (Genesis 2).
The value of human life is also shown when God forbid the taking of human life.   "Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man” (Genesis 9:6).  In Exodus 20:12, God commands us, “You shall not murder.”  The taking of innocent life by another human is murder, no matter how many cells that person has.
Finally, every human life has value because it is a life redeemed by Jesus.  Redeemed means to buy something pack with a price.  In our case, we were not bought back from our sinful ways with silver or Gold, but by the innocent suffering and death of Jesus.  Jesus dies for all people.  If only that message would penetrate this present darkness.
The Silent Holocaust
The darkness of abortion reaches well beyond the U.S.  Canada, Europe, Asia, and Africa are decades beyond the U.S. in granting the unconditional right to murder the unborn.  In many of those countries, there is hardly a debate left.  It is an acceptable, unquestioned spiritual and moral darkness that world wide extinguishes 126,000 lives every day, and 46,000,000 every year.

The worst massacres, genocides and man-made catastrophes pale in comparison to the carnage of abortion.   The Nazi holocaust killed 11,000,000 million Jews.  China’s Great Leap Forward killed 30,000,000 through starvation or executions.  These massacres pale next to the silent holocaust of abortion – 46,000,000 every single year.  Even so, opinion polls show that most Americans are tired of abortion being the center of attention.  In fact, even most pro-life presidential candidates have avoided sanctity of life issues to appeal to a majority electorate sick of hearing about abortion.

The Darkness of abortion is not just a darkness that makes “other” people stumble.  Sometimes Christians think they are immune, or better, than others.  The percentage of Christians having abortions is the same as those outside the church.  50% of protestant Christians said abortion should be legal in all or most circumstances.  (The Barna Group; www.barna.org).  And for those who know that abortion is wrong, the vast majority of Christians have kept silent – neither speaking out, nor warning, nor educating.  We have swallowed hook, line and sinker the belief that it’s a personal issue. And of those who speak up, it is often with a hateful, self-righteousness that contains truth but lacks mercy.
The LORD looks down from heaven 
       on the sons of men 
       to see if there are any who understand, 
       any who seek God. 
All have turned aside, 
       they have together become corrupt; 
       there is no one who does good, 
       not even one.  (Psalm 14:2-3)
The way of the wicked is like deep darkness; 
       they do not know what makes them stumble.  (Proverbs 4:19)
The Light in The Darkness.
I have been warned not to talk about abortion from the pulpit.  The reason?  There may be someone here who has had an abortion, and how will they feel?  Maybe someone here has had an abortion, and I confess that I don’t know how you feel now.  But I know, and want to share, how God feels about you.  God still loves you.  
No matter what you’ve done, what you feel, how heavy your burden of guilt – God wants you know that you still have a place in his kingdom.  In God’s eyes, there is no difference, all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God – but we are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came through Jesus Christ.
Psalm 18:28 says, “You, O Lord, keep my lamp burning; you turn my darkness into light.”  Jesus is called the light of the world.  He came to be a light in the darkness.  He came to live, breathe, grow up, teach, die and rise to save a people (us) stumbling in a sin-darkened world.  Jesus came to flip the lights on.
He turned on the lights, not to say, “Aha, You’re busted!  You’re condemned!”  He turned on the lights in order that we would see our transgressions, repent, receive the gift of forgiveness, live holy lives and even to be a light for others still walking in darkness.  This promise of forgiveness is for those who have devalued and destroyed human life.  This promise of forgiveness is for anyone who has put a woman’s or man’s rights ahead of the life of another human being.  This promise of forgiveness is for those who know abortion is wrong yet have said nothing, felt nothing, and sat in complacency.
The answer to our darkness is what John the Baptizer proclaimed.  That the light of the world is also a lamb – the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  The Lamb of God is a sacrificial lamb.  The sin of the world was piled on him when he died on the cross.  By his blood, you are cleansed.  By His blood you are made holy.  By his blood, you can have confidence to stand blameless in God’s sight.  And by his blood you have courage to be a light – even to shine like stars in a dark world.  
Repent.  Believe.  Shine.
