LOVING GOD BY REVERENCING HIS NAME
September 28th, 2008

I remember seeing a billboard that said, which part of thou shalt not didn’t you understand - GOD!

We continue our series on the Ten Commandments (truths as one of our members recently commented).

Today our focus is on the 3rd commandment which says in Exodus 20:7, You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

We live in a culture where language has become increasingly vulgar & irreverent to God and people. Paul Galloway, writing for the Fall 1992 Chicago Tribune, made an interesting observation between William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar and a contemporary play by David Mamet Glengarry Glen Ross.  Both focus on human greed and ambition, yet they are exactly 232 obscenities apart. Shakespeare had zero by the way! A 1990 film Goodfellas had 272 obscenities, 246 of which were variations of one single word. That is a major obscenity every 32.2 seconds if you were counting. 
The 3rd commandment tells us that we show love for God BY REVERENCING HIS NAME. Our world and culture devalue the name of God. Reverence speaks of respect and honor. We have the privilege of lifting up and honoring God’s name wherever we go. We live the Christian life in a grace – obedience relationship with God. Let’s examine the truth of God’s Word more closely today.
HOW IS THE NAME OF GOD MISUSED?

Now let’s make some basic observations about this passage. This third commandment reads differently than the first two. In the first and second commandments God speaks in the first person singular: "You shall have no other god before Me" and "You shall not make an image because I the Lord am a jealous God." But here we find a shift from the first person to the third person. Instead of, "You shall not misuse My name," we find, "You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God." The reason for this subtle shift is to call our attention to the word LORD! I’ll explain that in just a second. To help us get a grip on what God is saying we need to understand what is meant by name and then by misuse!
An elderly gentleman invited his friend of many years to have dinner with him and his wife. The friend was impressed by the way the husband used so many enduring pet names (Honey, My Love, Darling…). He knew they had been married 60 years. While the wife was out of the room he leaned over to his friend and said, It’s wonderful that after all these years of marriage, you call her by those loving names. The elderly man whispered, To tell you the truth, about 5 years ago, I forgot her name. 
NAME, as it is used here, is not a mere title but a description of His character.  In this case it is the character of the LORD your God.  Did you notice LORD is ALL CAPITAL LETTERS? The Hebrew transcribed into English is literally…YHWH….Jehovah your God…I AM!  It is the redemptive name of the God who chose His people and delivered them from bondage. It is the covenantal name of the God who keeps His promises to His people. It is also relational. The God who establishes this relationship bases it on faithfulness, obedience and love. I wish we could capture some of the REVERENCE the Hebrews had for God’s name Jehovah.
The very name of God is sacred. The Jews took this command so strictly that they avoided pronouncing God’s name altogether. They were so afraid of using it in vain that it got to the point where it was pronounced only once a year, that was by the high priest on the Day of Atonement.  We need to be reminded of the mindset of the Orthodox Jew in Bible days, concerning the name of God, as well as many Bible translators for centuries A.D., before the invention of the printing press. When these scribes would copy the Word of God, every time they would encounter a name of God, they would rise from their work table, go and wash, and often change their clothes, pick up a new quill never used before, and then proceed to write the name of God. This they would do every time, sometimes up to three times in a single verse. 

A Rabbi tells the story about a class of students who were studying Hebrew under an orthodox Jewish rabbi. One day the students were reading the Hebrew text out loud. One of the rules of the class was that when you came to the name of God you were not to pronounce what was in the text. You were to change the name to “Adnonai” which is Hebrew for Lord. Well one of the students inadvertently pronounced the name of God and upon hearing it the rabbi put his hands over his ears and ran from the classroom. No one saw him for several days. When he finally surfaced again they found that he considered himself so unworthy of hearing the name of God that he spent days in prayer asking for forgiveness. I realize that’s extreme, but what reverence for the name of God!
Why does God go to all the trouble to reveal his name? GOD REVEALS HIS NAME SO WE CAN KNOW HIM PERSONALLY. This is the difference between knowing a policeman as officer and knowing him as Bud. This is the difference between knowing a judge as your honor and knowing her as Judy. It’s the difference between knowing a President as Mr. President and knowing him as George. But a name implies closeness, an intimacy, a bond of trust and love. God doesn’t want us to relate to him as some unknown God, as merely the judge of the universe, or as a far off President, but he wants us to know him personally. So God took off his God uniform, he laid aside his judge’s robe, he took off his high office hat, and he took on human flesh in Jesus Christ, and said, Here I am, here’s my name. So God revealed his name--Yahweh and then Jesus--because he wants to enter into a relationship with us.
Jehovah was the awesome personal, covenantal, promise – keeping name of God that must not be misused. 

Now to misuse God’s name is to take the name in an empty manner. We also get the idea of unreal or insincere. In fact, this command literally reads in the Hebrew, You shall not take the name of Yahweh in an empty way. The word take means to lift up, carry or raise high. So the emphasis of this commandment isn’t so much on saying the name, but on carrying the name. Orthodox Judaism teaches that this means no one should ever pronounce this name, that it’s so holy, so awesome, and so incredible, that to even pronounce the name Yahweh is to misuse it. But the prohibition here isn’t against saying the name, but lifting it up or carrying it in the wrong way.

So the 3rd commandment means: You shall not carry the name of Yahweh your God in an empty way. 
When God revealed his name he took a risk. Think about it. By revealing his name, God took the risk of his people misusing that name. Remember who the 10 Commandment were given to. Moses didn’t go to the Israelites while they were still in slavery and say, If you live by these 10 commandments, God will set you free. God’s grace came first; God saved them freely and unconditionally, as an act of grace, and only after he saved them did he give them the 10 Commandments. The 10 Commandments were not given to the world, but they were given to God’s people, to men and women who’ve come to know God by name. It would be easy to give examples of how people who don’t have a relationship with God break this commandment, but that would miss the point. Until a person encounters God’s grace, of course they’re going to break this commandment, as well as the other nine.

Only after God saves us by grace do we carry his name. We’re like Tiger Woods once he signed his contract with Nike: now whenever Tiger Woods plays golf he carries the Nike logo with him. The people of Israel in the Old Testament carried the name Yahweh; God placed his name on them like a logo. The New Testament reiterates this idea for Christians in 1 Peter 4:16, where it says, However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. God is the one who gave Jesus his name. The name Jesus or its Aramaic form Joshua is a combination of two words: Yahweh and salvation. So the etymological meaning of the name Jesus is Yahweh saves. That’s why the angel told Joseph to name the child Jesus, because he would bring salvation. So whenever you say Jesus, you also say Yahweh.
What do we notice in the 3rd commandment that we do not see in the others? Notice that last phrase---- the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless (go unpunished) who misuse his name. Many react, “Aw come on---what’s the big deal? So we misuse His name. Shouldn’t God just let that go? I mean after all when we were little kids we learned to say, “Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never hurt me.” Yeah most of us did say that when we were little kids----but boy were we naïve. Today we know, don’t we---that words can pack a terrible punch----we know don’t we that sometimes words really do hurt us deeply? Since God is a person I can only imagine He gets hurt as well. God is very protective of His name. This is the first commandment which God has given us that includes a threat of punishment. Call it a motivation clause if you like.
Jesus said in Mathew 12:36-37, But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.  The abuse of His name snaps open an umbrella that deflects the showers of grace God desires to give us. The name of God cuts right to the character of God.
Say I brought a Coke or Mountain Dew here this morning. See some sort of copyright. They own the name and rights to its use. What would happen if I took a cup of water added some Carmel coloring to it and some sugar and then slapped a Coca-cola label on it and tried to sell it to the public? BIG TROUBLE! It infringes upon the name.
The name stands for everything that you are as a company. The entire reputation is wrapped up in that name. So we understand why people get upset when someone uses that name in an inappropriate way. If we understand about that can of COKE, imagine how God feels when we use His name in an improper way?
FIVE WAYS GOD’S NAME IS MISREPRESENTED

Whenever we mask or distort God’s character in any way we misrepresent the name we carry. Many professional athletes now have a morals clause in their contracts. When NBA basketball player Latrel Spreewell tried to choke his coach a few years ago, the Golden State Warriors tried to terminate his $32 million contract for violation of the morals clause in his contract. A morals clause prohibits conduct that’s scandalous, contrary to community standards, or brings the athlete’s team into disrepute. Well when we trust in Christ and become his followers, it’s as if we put on a uniform bearing Christ’s name, and whenever we misrepresent God or Jesus we dishonor that name. 


The first way we misrepresent God is with broken promises. The primary application of the commandment was in swearing an oath or a promise. One of the things God was concerned about was the use of His name in the taking of vows. In Deuteronomy 10:20 it says, Fear the LORD your God and serve Him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name. It’s as if God was saying, Don’t you ever use my name in any oath you don’t plan to keep. Don’t ever claim to tell the truth or make a promise on the basis of my name, and then fail to fulfill that promise! My name is too holy to be attached to anything empty or untruthful. God’s point is that when a person uses His name to take an oath and then neglects to do what he said he would do, he smears the name and reputation of God. You’ve proven that you don’t take him seriously. 

When Jesus talked about the third commandment, he said that his followers shouldn’t need to swear oaths in God’s name because we already carry God’s name. So any promise a follower of Jesus Christ makes has the same power as an oath, because it’s made in the name of Jesus whether we invoke his name or not. That’s why Jesus said, Let your yes be yes and your no be no (Matthew 5:37).  Psalm 15:4 tells us that the person who loves God will keep his or her promise even when it hurts. It’s easy to keep our promises when there’s no price, when it doesn’t cost us anything, but the real test of faithfulness is keeping that promise when everything within us wants to break it.
When we make a promise to our children do we follow through with it? When we say, I’ll pray for you. Do we?

We can see how this carries down into marriage, baptismal covenant, and our commitment to Christ and his church…Broken promises misrepresent God.
A second way is by using profane language. The word profane comes from two Latin words: pro, meaning before, and fanum, meaning temple. To profane means to drag out holy things from the temple and to degrade them. Profanely using God’s name reduces to filth the most lofty, sacred name in any language. It’s to take something holy and make it common. Whenever we use the words God or Jesus without thinking, in empty ways, we profane His name. Like, Oh my God or Oh my gosh qualify as examples of common irreverence. Have you ever wondered why when people are angry, they use God’s name in vain, but not Buddha’s? Have you ever heard anyone say Mohammed’s name in disgust? When some people smash a finger with a hammer, they use Christ’s name inappropriately, but not Confucius! Why is that? Satan hates the name of Jesus, that’s why?
 Someone said, Profanity is the use of strong words by weak people.  Profanity is the linguistic crutch of the inarticulate. God does not want His name to be used in the cursing and swearing and insulting of others.  Whether it’s people or animals or whatever it might be.
 Now along time ago farmers used wagons to work the fields and they still do that in some areas of this country to this day. They’d come home at sundown. I heard about a farmer who was late coming home to dinner well after dark. His wife said to him: WELL DID THE WAGON BREAK DOWN? The farmer said: NO, ON THE WAY HOME I SAW THE MINISTER WALKING SO I PICKED HIM UP AND FROM THAT POINT ON THE MULE DIDN’T UNDERSTAND A WORD I WAS SAYING. Took you awhile but you got it. And that still happens today whether it’s mules or Mercedes.   Paul said in Colossians 3:8, But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger...filthy language from your lips.  How do we do that?  Publius, the Greek sage said, I have often regretted my speech, never my silence. King David put it even more bluntly in Psalm 39:1, I will watch my ways and keep my tongue from sin; I will put a muzzle on my mouth…that’s what it takes. With the grace of God, take these free tips:

Think first. Before your lips start moving, pause ten seconds before you speak and think are my words wholesome or filthy? Talk less. Your chances of blowing it are directly proportional to the amount of time you spend with your mouth open. Remember this Lord make my speech like the shampoo…concentrated & richer. Kentucky Fried Chicken Founder Colonel Sanders said, Becoming a Christian cost me half my vocabulary. 

A more subtle way we misrepresent God is with sorcery or spiritual witchcraft.  Has the idea of using the name of the Lord as a cosmic bellhop. Now at first, most Christians would say they’ve never get involved in sorcery or witchcraft. But the heart of sorcery is using a name as an incantation to try to manipulate supernatural power to get your way. Lot’s of people treat the name of Jesus as a magical formula to get God to do what they want him to do. Some people even teach that if you just claim riches and health in the name of Jesus that God is obligated to give those things to you. That’s a form of sorcery, where a person tries to use Christ’s name as a magical spell. Over the summer we looked at the Prayer of Jabez.. Many sincere believers have testified that their circumstances have been changed after praying this prayer. The prayer of Jabez is a beautiful prayer and there is nothing wrong with praying it, unless we become like the pagans and pray it in the belief that when we utter those words, God has to do our bidding.  To pray in Jesus’ name means to ask what Jesus would ask, to pray according to Jesus Christ’s character and will. Treating Jesus’ name as a magical formula that twists God’s arm misrepresents His name.

Another way we misrepresent God is by cursing people. Whenever we use the words God and damn in the same sentence, we’re calling down a curse on that person whether we realize it or not. By damning someone we’re actually asking God to bring eternal punishment on that person. Jesus was very clear about this: "Bless those who curse you" (Luke 6:28). Since we bear Christ’s name and we live in an age of God’s grace, our words need to communicate God’s salvation, not God’s damnation. The time of God’s judgment will eventually come, but for now our job is to bring God’s grace, to share good news, not bad news. So whenever we curse people we break this commandment.

Finally, a final way we misrepresent God is with crusades. Now I’m not talking about a Billy Graham Crusade.

The word crusade comes from the military crusades back in the middle ages. Christians in the middle ages took up a flag of the cross and marched as an army to conquer cities in the name of Jesus. Thousands of bodies were left in the wake of the seven major crusades during the middle ages. Building on that idea I’m using the word crusade to describe any time we try to use God’s name to justify our sins, when we drag God’s name through the mud by appealing to that name when we sin. The name of Jesus is used to justify all kinds of sinful behavior, whether it’s racism, hatred, homosexual behavior, or whatever. I’ve heard men who’ve left their wives for a lover justify their action by saying, God brought this person into my life. I’m just trying to follow Jesus. These kinds of crusades misrepresent God. 
HOW CAN WE UPHOLD GOD’S REPUTATION?
But the third commandment also has a positive side. You shall lift up the name of the Lord your God.  Since followers of Jesus carry God’s name--like Tiger Woods carries Nike’s logo--God wants us to honor his name. Just locking ourselves in our house and taping our mouths shut so we don’t misrepresent God isn’t living by the third commandment. WE HONOR GOD’S NAME WHEN WE ENHANCE GOD’S REPUTATION. This is the positive side of the third commandment, honoring God’s name, building God’s reputation. Instead of misrepresenting God, God calls us represent him honorably. How can we enhance God’s reputation? 
Colossians 3:17 tells us, And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. Whatever we say and do--that pretty much covers everything--Paul says to honor God’s name by doing these things in God’s name. The way we choose to live our life--our lifestyle--has the power to build God’s reputation. Walking the talk! Whether it’s buying stock or commuting on the freeway, filing our income tax or going to a concert, folding the laundry or changing a diaper...all of it can be done in Christ’s name. In fact, if we can’t do it in Christ’s name, we probably shouldn’t be doing it at all. Whenever we live in such a way as to build up God’s reputation we’re honoring his name.
An elderly woman had just returned to her home from church services when she was startled by an intruder. She caught the man in the act of robbing her home of its valuables and yelled…Stop! Acts 2:38! Repent and be baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins may be forgiven. The burglar stopped in his tracks. The woman calmly called the police and explained what she had done. As the officer cuffed the man to take him in he was curious and asked the burglar, Why did you just stand there? All the lady did was yell a Bible passage to you. Bible passage, replied the burglar. She said she had an ax and two 38’s. The bottom line of the third commandment is this: As followers of Jesus Christ, we carry His name wherever we go and whatever we do. If we’re followers of Jesus, we don’t take off the uniform when we’re not in church, but we carry his logo--his name--with us wherever we go. We carry his name into our homes and into our offices, into our classrooms and into the gym. Whenever we misrepresent God we violate the third commandment, but whenever we enhance God’s reputation we keep the third commandment.
Be an ACTS CHRISTIAN:
ANCHORED in the truth of God’s Word.  We are to honor and praise the name of our God. As Luther said, if anyone meets with unexpected good fortune, however trivial, he may say, God be praised and thanked. 
CONFESS ways we have misrepresented His name. Everyone has heard of Alexander the Great, one of history’s most cunning and powerful conquerors. The story is told that one day Alexander held court on the battlefield following a war. His authority was unquestionable, and he passed judgment on the actions of his soldiers. Those who had fought valiantly were given honor. Those who held back or deserted were often the recipients of his harsh punishment. Then a young man was brought before him, barely out of childhood. Alexander asked the boy’s name. The officer nearby said, “His name is Alexander, sir.” Instantly the general’s countenance softened, and he seemed flattered that the young soldier bore his name. The officers nearby relaxed, assuming that Alexander would show leniency to the young man, whatever his crime. Alexander asked what charges were being brought against the boy, and was told, “He is guilty of cowardice. In the heat of battle, he fled.” Suddenly Alexander’s expression changed, and his face became an intense grimace. Looking at the boy, the general asked, “What is your name?” The lad replied, “Alexander, sir.” The general asked again, “What did you say was your name?” And again the lad replied, “Alexander, sir.” Then the emperor leapt off his throne and grabbed the terrified soldier, bellowing in his face, “Either change your behavior or change your name!” Come to the cross, repent, and be cleansed by Jesus blood.

THANK God that He has revealed His name to us. We have the privilege of reverencing the name of Jesus. It’s a funny thing that some people try to carry God’s name without really knowing God at all. It’s like the person who wears a Minnesota University sweatshirt but who’s never been to the U of M.. But God revealed his name so we can known him, and we only bear his name because we have been baptized into Christ Jesus.

SPEAK to God in prayer. Ask Him for grace & strength to reverence His name at all times. When Salvation Army founder William Booth was dying, there were some legal matters to tend to. The lawyer said to Mrs. Booth, “If you can get him to sign these papers the will will be executed much more smoothly.” The problem was that he was drifting in and out of consciousness, and often delirious. But they were able to wake him long enough to try to get the signature. Miraculously he was able to grasp a pen and begin signing, though scribbled somewhat roughly. The lawyer said it was good enough. Then he died. Later examination revealed that on every one of those papers the signature was different than his known inscription...matter of fact, it was not even his name...on every line he wrote: Jesus. The only name on his mind in his dying moments...and it should be our most respected name in all our living moments. That’s reverence. AMEN!
.


