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An attorney was speaking to a woman who had just lost her husband. He said to her, Your husband did not leave a will, so we need to know the last words he ever said to you.  She replied, I don’t want to tell you. It was something between the two of us.  Finally after much pleading she confessed, The last thing he ever said to me was, You don’t scare me. You couldn’t hit the broad side of a barn with that old gun. Nine year old James Darby wrote to President Clinton on April 29, 1994, Dear Mr. Clinton, I want you to stop the killing in the city. People are dead and I think that somebody might kill me. So would you please stop the people from dieing? I’m asking you nicely to stop it. I know you can do it. Do it. Your friend, James. Before he could get an answer to his letter, James Darby was gunned down in New Orleans in a drive-by shooting. We live in a violent culture. Psychologist and retired Lt. Col. Dave Grossman said that the data linking violence in media and violence in society is stronger than the data linking cancer to tobacco.  
Standing against all of this though is God’s command: the 6th commandment which says, You shall not murder. Does Risen Christ really need to hear a sermon on this topic? As I make the every member visits I have only discovered a couple professional assassins in our church family, and none of them are Sunday school teachers. 

 I’m just kidding by the way. Well, certainly this is a word we also need to hear at a time like this. Life is treated as a cheap commodity these days. It sounds so simple doesn’t it? On one hand we may be thinking such a command is easy for me to keep. However, we live in a culture that trivializes the death of other people. We live in a culture that glorifies violence. We ourselves have been desensitized by our repeated exposure to television violence; to such a degree that we regard television shows that feature murder as entertainment.

The Russians have a word, translated agitation in English. The word applies to old peasant log houses. These log houses are constructed around a key beam, running under the center of the house. To pull the house down a tractor simply had to jerk back and forth on this key log until the entire structure collapses. Literally, the word means, to shake to pieces from underneath. American society is being shaken by forces pulling at our key logs. One of these forces is a lack of respect for life. This is then the positive principle of the sixth commandment, Life is sacred, preserve it! Love others by valuing life.
REASONS BEHIND THIS COMMANDMENT

God the Father places a supreme value on human life. In Genesis 1:27 it says, So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. Our being created in the image of God is a big deal for it means that every single person is in some way like God. We are the crown of God’s creation. We are created with God’s very image stamped on us. That doesn’t mean that God looks like we do – it means that our spiritual being is shaped like his. God has a mind, we have a mind. God has a will, we have a will. God has emotions, and we have emotions. Being created in the image of God is what distinguishes us from the animals. This is the reason you’ll never see a depressed cow! They weren’t created in God’s image. Being created in the image of God means that we are deserving of special treatment from each other –respect, dignity. Every human life has great value in God’s eyes; that’s the only opinion that really matters anyway. In Genesis 9:5-6 the death penalty for the murder or negligible death of another person is instituted: Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made man.  The reason for such a harsh punishment: Because of our incredible value. We are made in the image of God. T. S. Eliot said, There’s something in us, in all of us which isn’t just heredity, but something unique. Something we have been from eternity. Something…straight from God.
Our society tends to de-value human life. We tend to de-value ourselves. When we start to think the way that the world thinks about value and significance, and then we base our value on what we are able to contribute, what we have, or what we can do. When we can no longer contribute, when our failures outnumber our successes, when we don’t have anymore, we begin to wonder how much value we really have. Let me tell you right now – you have value and significance. You are a creation of God and someone that He loves.
Human life must not be manipulated or controlled because God alone is sovereign. David said, My times are in your hands (Psalm 31:15). Job said, The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised (Job 1:21). Jesus said, I am the First and the Last…And I hold the keys of death and Hades (Revelation 1:17-18). God is the one who determines when life begins, and only He has the right to decide when it ends. When life is taken others are taking it upon themselves to decide which life is worth preserving and which is not. God alone is Sovereign, not man.

Some persons value their lives so highly and want so much to keep it that they will go to all kinds of extremes to preserve it.  Have you heard of cryogenics? That is the process of freezing your diseased body in the hopes that at some point in the future, scientists will find a cure for whatever ails you, be able to thaw you out, give you the cure, and you can continue living. In one process I heard about, they don’t freeze all of you. To preserve space, they cut off your head and just freeze your head. Some people will do anything to get ahead in life. Cryogenics is the ultimate attempt at maintaining man’s control over how long a person lives.  Somewhere in between is man’s attempt to so control his diet, his exercise and his surroundings in such a way that he can put off death as long as possible. The fact is that death is coming for all of us one day. We have no control over when or how. And we have no control over the fact that each of us will have to stand before God at some point after we die. What we can control is whether that time before God will be a pleasant experience or a fearful one.
Human life is valuable because of the price Jesus paid. I find it very interesting the things people like to collect. We have a name for them: pack rats. I have the very first issue of  STARLOG magazine. Came out in August of 1976. Cost $1.50. Has a little preview of all the original Star Trek episodes. Will someone pay hundreds of dollars for such a unique and rare collectible item in the future? Who knows?  We determine the value of something by what someone is willing to pay. A human life is worth so much more, is it not? Peter said, For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed…but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of the world…(1 Peter 1:18-20) But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). He redeemed us; by sending His Son. God made it very clear that He considers mankind worth the effort to even form a relationship with us.  Human life is valuable because of the price Jesus paid.
WAYS THAT THE VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE IS DISREGARDED
How is murder defined? Traditionally, we’ve thought of this commandment as, You shall not kill . A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five and six year olds. After explaining the commandment to honor thy father and thy mother, she asked, Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters? Without missing a beat, one little boy (the eldest child of a family) answered, you shall not kill.  That was the older translation, from the year 1611. The Hebrew word that is used here is very specific and refers to murder. But what constitutes murder here? The activist organization PETA--the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals--claims that this commandment includes not killing animals for food.  Some have taken this to mean that this commandment requires that Christians be pacifists and oppose all wars. So exactly what is this commandment addressing? The Hebrew word used here means to kill someone unjustly.  There is a definite distinction made in the Bible between killing which is lawful and killing which is unlawful. 
We find for example that God permits Israel to kill and eat animals (Deut. 14:3-20). We also find  that God requires Israel to enforce the death penalty against certain crimes  ( Deut. 17:6). We find specific guidelines given for when Israel goes to war  (Deut. 20). We also find cases for self- defense. According to the Bible in the case of someone breaking in to your home and threatening your life, if you kill them, a murder has not been committed (Exodus 22:2).  A sign in a  front yard with picture of a gun read: Forget the dog, beware of owner!  So at least in its original context, eating meat, the death penalty, fighting in a war and self defense were not included as acts of murder. Murder is the unjust or illegitimate ending of another person’s life.  It not only applies to unlawful killing—-killing that’s against society’s laws—-but it also applies to 1illegitimate killing as well. There are times when killing a person may be legal, but it is still illegitimate. For instance, killing Jewish people in concentration camps was legal in Nazi Germany, but it was illegitimate. Murder treats what God has created in His own image (Genesis 1:26) as cheap. C.S. Lewis .

How can this be applied today?
HOMICIDE...is the hands on act which ends another person’s life. It first happened with Cain and Abel. There are many examples in Scripture, including some of the heroes; Moses and David were both murderers.  In our culture some forms of murder are never prosecuted. Abortion is one. Abortion is ending a human life while it’s still in the womb. We tend to think that abortion is a modern day phenomenon, but the practice of abortion goes back into the ancient world. The Greek philosopher Plato thought every woman over 40 who gets pregnant ought to abort her baby . The ancient father of medicine Hippocrates, who lived in the fifth century before the birth of Jesus, wrote his famous Hippocratic oath. It’s a little known fact that included in Hippocrates’ oath for doctors are these words: I will give no deadly medicine to anyone if asked, nor suggest any such counsel; furthermore, I will not give to a woman an instrument to practice abortion.  By the time Jesus was born, abortion was a common practice throughout the Roman empire. The early Christians consistently opposed abortion, with one of the earliest Christian documents outside of the New Testament a document called the Didache teaching, You shall not murder a child by abortion. Even in our own nation’s history, abortion was legal in the 1840s, with somewhere between 1/5 and 1/2 of all pregnancies ending in abortion. Unfortunately the Christians were silent on the issue in the 1840s, but the American Medical Association spearheaded legislation to outlaw abortion. Finally, through the influence of the AMA, in 1873 the Comstock Act made abortion as a form of birth control illegal. But of course all that’s changed one hundred years later with the legalization of abortion on demand in 1973 with the Supreme Court’s Roe vs. Wade decision, and since then there have been 35 million abortions performed in America. That’s almost 2 million abortions each year, with only 7% of those abortions falling into the category of the mother’s life being threatened, fetal deformity, or the mother being the victim of rape or incest. 

SUICIDE…is the ultimate recklessness with ones own life.  It is not (as some have said) the unpardonable sin. Every year in America 400,000 attempt to take their own life, and 30,000 succeed...and 5,000 of those are teenagers Suicide is the third leading cause of death for people between 10 and 24 years of age.  There are six examples of people who commit suicide in the Bible itself. Before this sermon is done someone in our country will end his life.
Included in this is euthanasia. Now by euthanasia I’m not talking about letting nature take it’s course when someone’s suffering from an incurable, terminal illness. I’m talking about lethal injection, physician assisted suicide. The right to die movement has made big progress in the area of physician assisted suicide. As we saw in the quote from Hippocrates, even the ancient Greek Hippocratic oath included a doctor refusing to provide a patent with a means to commit suicide or even suggesting suicide as a possibility. In the Netherlands physician assisted suicide has been legal for several years, and in a report by the Dutch government in 1995, the doctors admitted that 1,000 patients had been killed without giving consent. The Dutch government has expanded physician assisted suicide to include not only terminally ill patients, but children, severely depressed patients, and elderly people not satisfied with the quality of their lives. Now in some ways I can understand how people not living by the Bible and following Jesus might be misled into that kind of thinking, but what really floored me was when in 1994 Dr. Jack Kevorkian Dr. Death was invited to give the Sunday sermon at a church in Michigan. What’s wrong with this picture?
Is it possible for a Christian to commit suicide? It is. But it is never God’s will. Some people say they just want to end it all. But suicide doesn’t end it all. Not for your family. There’s no way to bring them more pain or grief. Not for you, even as a Christian, how ashamed you would be as you face the Savior and answer for your last sin on earth. You trusted Him to save your soul, but not to get you thru this life, or to help you with your burdens. Now, in some cases depression or mental illness cloud someone’s thinking and I’m sensitive to that. If you have a dark cloud hanging over you, talk to somebody, because there is hope and help.  A woman from California wrote out of her suicide attempt experience, No matter how bad the pain is, it’s never so bad that suicide is the only answer...suicide doesn’t end pain. It only lays it on the broken shoulders of the survivors. To all the doctors, nurses and psychiatrists who forced me to live when I didn’t want to -- thank you for keeping breath in my lungs and my heart beating and encouraging hope in me when I didn’t have any hope.  I have had to deal with several suicides over the years. Never easy for the family. Someone said, The greatest waste in the world is the difference between what we are and what we could become. Christ in us the HOPE of glory.

DEGREES…Paul said, Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is sacred, and you are that temple (1 Corinthians 3:16-17). I have seen the devastating hand that the abuse of smoking, alcohol, drugs, overworking, and overeating can have on the human body. We don’t like to hear this. Chuck Swindoll said, Diets are for people who are thick and tired of it. Some anonymous writer, with apologies to David, paraphrased the twenty-third Psalm: Strict is my diet, I must not want. It maketh me to lie down at night in hunger. It leadeth me past the confectioners. It trieth my will power. It leadeth me in the paths of starvation, for my figure’s sake.Yea, though I walk through the aisles of the pastry departments I will buy no sweet rolls for they are fattening. The cakes and the pies, they tempteth me. Before me is a table set with green beans and lettuce. I filleth my stomach with liquids. My day’s quota runneth over. Surely calories and weight charts will follow me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the fear of scales forever.  We all have our battles. Taking care of our bodies is a good thing. How are you doing?

NEGLIGENCE...includes anything that endangers other lives. In Deuteronomy 22:8 it says, When you build a new house, make a parapet around your roof so that you may not bring the guilt of bloodshed on your house if someone falls from the roof. The Jewish people would often use their rooftops for a place to relax or a place to talk with people. They didn’t spend a lot of time inside because it was dark and hot. Their laws required them to build a wall all the way around their rooftop to help prevent anyone from falling off.  If they did not build this wall, they could be held responsible for the death of someone who did fall off.  In our country some 50,000 people will die on the highways this year. More than half of those deaths will be caused by alcohol and/or drugs.  There is a cemetery with three little gravestones. Those markers have pictures of three blonde-haired, smiling, freckle-faced children. The Walkup children were being driven home from a matinee show. A judge’s son, tanked up on liquor plowed into them at high speed, traveling the wrong way on a divided highway. The mother, Kathy Walkup sang Jesus Loves the Little Children at the funeral; it was a wonderful display of Christian forgiveness. But, how many times after she buried her three children did she bury her head in the pillow and scream during those long nights of grief?   It amazes me that people have such debates about what to do with dogs that attack and hurt people or are a threat to others. The answer is pretty simple. It used to be in England that employers would take young children and have them working in their factories around all sorts of unsafe machines. Hundreds upon hundreds of children were killed.  One of the things that led to reformation in terms of factories and safety was this command and scriptures that address death by negligence.  Do we take care to protect the lives of people around us? It’s like me saying as I watch my house burn to the ground with my family inside, Well, I always meant to get new batteries for the smoke detectors, but I just never got around to it. Are there any areas you are being negligent?
TONGUE…Proverbs 18:21 says, The tongue has the power of life and death… with my tongue, I can either build you up or destroy you. I can either give life or take it away. How are you using your tongue? The way that I use my tongue with others is a direct result of how much value I place on their life. If I value them highly, I will let them know through my mouth. If I don’t value them, then I will use words life jerk and stupid and idiot and low-life. Before you open your mouth, let your mind kick into gear, and remind yourself that the person you are about to speak to is a creation of God.  If you don’t think that your mouth and murder have anything to do with each other, take a listen to what Jesus had to say in Matt. 5:21-22. You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell  Jesus is addressing people who read the sixth commandment and say, Hey, I’ve never killed anyone, so I’m okay. In that context, Jesus tells us that underneath murder is first anger. Now Jesus isn’t talking so much about the emotion of anger here, but he’s talking about anger that’s nursed  against another person, the kind of anger that leads to angry words and angry actions. The word Raca is an Aramaic word that means empty headed,, stupid, or good for nothing. The word fool is the Greek word moron, and it also means stupid or good for nothing. Jesus is telling us that nursing anger in our hearts toward other people that leads us to verbally abuse them is just as serious to God as murder. You see, anger affects everyone. Not just you, but those around you. It’s very contagious!  

In his autobiography, Number 1, Billy Martin told about hunting in Texas with Mickey Mantle. Mickey had a friend who would let them hunt on his ranch. When they reached the ranch, Mickey told Billy to wait in the car while he checked in with his friend. Mantle’s friend quickly gave them permission to hunt, but he asked Mickey a favor. He had a pet mule in the barn that was going blind, and he didn’t have the heart to put him out of his misery. He asked Mickey to shoot the mule for him. When Mickey came back to the car, he pretended to be angry. He scowled and slammed the door. Billy asked him what was wrong, and Mickey said his friend wouldn’t let them hunt. 
I’m so mad at that guy, Mantle said, I’m going out to his barn and shoot one of his mules! Mantle drove like a maniac to the barn. Martin protested, We can’t do that! But Mickey was adamant. Just watch me, he shouted. When they got to the barn, Mantle jumped out of the car with his rifle, ran inside, and shot the mule. As he was leaving, though, he heard two shots, and he ran back to the car. He saw that Martin had taken out his rifle, too. What are you doing, Martin? he yelled. Martin yelled back, face red with anger, We’ll show that son of a gun! I just killed two of his cows! Anger can be dangerously contagious. As Proverbs puts it, Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man ... or you may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared (Prov. 22:24-25).  George Elliot said, The Only difference between murder and anger is degree. There are glances of hatred that stab and raise no cry of murder. Driving on the freeway will test your religion. Have you murdered anyone with our words recently? 
FAILURE TO WARN …Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel; so hear the work I speak and give them warning from me. When I say to the wicked, O wicked man, you will surely die, and you do not speak out to dissuade him from his ways that wicked man will die for his sin and I will hold you accountable for his blood. (Ezekiel 33:7-8) Ezekiel was given a solemn warning by God. God told Ezekiel what he was getting ready to do, and then he told Ezekiel that it was his job to warn everyone else. If Ezekiel did as he was commanded, and the people chose to not respond, then Ezekiel would be free from blame. But if Ezekiel, knowing what was getting ready to happen, chose to keep his mouth shut and not tell anyone either because of fear or not wanting to be rejected or just because he had other things to do, then God said that he would hold Ezekiel guilty for the blood of everyone who died as a result of Ezekiel’s failure to warn them.  A movie came out called The Sixth Sense. It was about a little boy who had a special sense that allowed him to see when persons were about to die. It was a scary thing for the kid. The only line that I know from the whole movie is one that the kid says: I see dead people.  Every time that we go into the grocery store, do we see dead people? Every time that we go to a restaurant to eat do we see dead people? Every time that we go walking around our neighborhood, do we see dead people? Every time that we go  to a Wal-mart, do we see dead people? I don’t have some special sense that tells me when they are going to die, but I have a Bible that tells me that they are going to die at some point. And if they die without Jesus, they will spend eternity in hell. If we fail to speak out when we have the opportunity we will be held accountable. Are you warning people about the day of judgment? What kind of witness for Jesus are we?
I don’t know who you came in expecting to sit next to today, but in all likelihood, the person you are sitting next to is a murderer. But you’re in good company, so are you. You may not have murdered anyone with a weapon but we have murdered them with our anger, tongue or with our negligence. What do you do about it? We once again are called to be ACTS Christians. ANCHORED in the truth. We are created in Gods image and are called to remember that all of life is valuable to God. CONFESS to God ways we have not valued life. What are ways that we have not valued that life in others? Come to the cross and repent. Receive the forgiveness that comes from Jesus Christ. THANK the Lord for His protection in your life. Psalm 91 would be a good one to reflect on this week.
SPEND time in prayer asking for grace to live out this commandment. Ask God for mercy for those who do not have a relationship with Jesus. May we not be like the little boy who got in a fight with his older brother. He took quite a beating and was very angry. Refused to talk to his brother all day. Bedtime came and mom wanted both to be reconciled.  Mom said, Don’t you think you should ask forgiveness. The Bible says do not let the sun go down while you are angry. The boy thought for a moment and said, Anyway I can keep the sun from going down? Be reconciled and blessed as you value life. AMEN!
