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The Vikings challenged the Packers to an ice-fishing contest. When it came time for the catch weigh-in, the Packers had 100 lbs. of fish, and the Vikings had zero. The Vikings demanded a rematch for the next Saturday. This time the Packers came in with 200 lbs. of fish, and the Vikings had zero. The Vikings decided the Packers must be cheating so they demanded another rematch, and sent a spy dressed in green and gold to check it out. This time the Packers came in with 300 lbs., and the Vikings still had zero. So, the Vikings asked their spy if the Packers were cheating. Absolutely, they were cheating! They were drilling holes in the ice!
A Packer Fan was driving from Green Bay to Minneapolis, and a Vikings Fan from Minneapolis driving to Green Bay. In the middle of the night, with no other cars on the road, they hit each other head on and both cars go flying off in different directions. The Packer fan manages to climb out of his car and survey the damage. He looks at the twisted car and says, Man, I am really lucky to be alive! Likewise, the Vikings fan scrambles out of his car, and looks at his wreckage. He says to himself, I can't believe I survived this wreck! The Packer walks over to the Viking and says, hey man, I think this is a sign from God, that we should put away our petty differences and live as friends instead of arch rivals. The Viking thinks for a minute and says, you know, you're absolutely right! We should be friends. Now, I am going to see what else survived this wreck. So the Viking pops open his trunk and finds a six pack of beer. He says to the Packer, I think this is another sign from God, that we should toast to our newfound understanding and friendship. The Packer says, you’re right, and he grabs a can and guzzles it down. The Packer hands it back to the Viking and says, You’re Turn! The Viking closes the trunk and says' Nahhh, I think I'll wait for an officer to show up. 
At Notre Dame, artists were commissioned to design the mural that was to cover the outside wall of the new campus library. Many artists were considered, and their proposals sent to the approval committee. What the committee didn’t realize was that they were being duped. The picture was carefully crafted so that, when viewed from the nearby Notre Dame stadium, only the top of the mural showing Christ with hands raised was visible, just over the home team end-zone. This mural is now known as Touchdown Jesus. I like that. There are a lot of ways that football can be used to show the Truths of Christ. People see this – they understand this. This world could use a little more Touchdown Jesus Style wouldn’t you say?

I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:14) Paul told the people of the Church at Philippi that he was living his life in pursuit of a prize. A prize that Christ had called him to. Paul wanted to be a champion for Christ. To score a Touchdown Jesus Style. Tonight we are talking about what it takes to be a champion in this life To reach the end of your life and see Jesus himself in the end-zone, throwing up his hands touchdown Jesus.

In the movie Invincible – a true story about a time when the Philadelphia Eagles held open tryouts and offered anyone who showed up a chance to earn a position on an NFL football team. Hundreds of men showed up. Every one of them wanted desperately to make the team. Each one gave the best performance they could. Only one made the team – a 30 year old part-time schoolteacher named Vince Popale. How come he made it when all the rest didn’t? Every one of those men wanted desperately to make the team. Every one of them gave it all they had. Why did only Vince make it?  The thing that made Vince different from everyone else in that line was that he had lived the kind of life that prepared him to be ready when the moment came. What does it take to be a champion? It takes living a life that prepares you for the moment.
In Matthew 25:1-13, Jesus tells the parable of the young women who were told to be ready to go to a wedding party. The bridegroom would come for them sometime that night. Five wisely prepared themselves and brought enough oil to make sure their lamp would burn all night, the other five did not. When the voices called that the bridegroom was coming, the five silly girl’s lamps had burnt out. They ran to buy more oil, but by the time they returned, the bridegroom had come and the doors to the party were closed. That’s us. We all have an invitation, but not all of us are prepared. Like the men in that tryout line .You can’t expect to be able to run out and prepare yourself at the last minute when the call comes. Many settle for sitting in the bleachers and watching  from a distance. God has a mission for you. He needs you on that field. Are you prepared? 
In 1976 Indiana University won NCAA National Title. When interviewed about their success, coach Bobby Knight said, the will to succeed is important but what is more important is the will to prepare. There is no easy way to prepare. It’s hard work. It can’t be done at the last minute. You have to live the life it takes to be prepared when the call comes. It’s a lot easier to live an average life. There’s a price to pay to be a champion, and most of us aren’t willing to pay the price. Don’t think you can get away with saying that you just weren’t made for this. That may be true for football, but the Bible says that God designed you especially for the tasks he has prepared for you. Like one of those natural athletes that everyone envies. You have it in you to be incredible at what God called you for. But there is a price to pay. Even those natural athletes don’t sit around living ordinary lives between games. They prepare themselves to use the gifts they have for the mission they serve.

Are you willing to pay the price to be a champion? Not just on game day, but beginning right now, every minute of every day? Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles… (Hebrews 12:1) Would you get rid of some baggage you are carrying around in your life? In football one of the worst things that can happen to a player is to come home with a clean jersey. It means you didn’t play. You sat the bench. Real players get dirty. Are you going to heaven with a clean jersey? If you know what is holding you back from being prepared to serve God, why aren’t you dealing with it?  Only God knows where the road he set before you leads. But he created you to be gifted in such an incredible way that, if you are willing to pay the price, if God can count on you, you can change the world in His name. As we look back on the few short years we had on this earth. What will you say about your life? Did you pay the price? Were you a champion? Could God count on you? Were you ready on game day? Were you prepared?
…and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us (Hebrews 12:1)Tom Landry—coach of the Dallas Cowboys sums up being a champion like this. You must have faith to believe you can be a champion, you must work hard every day, you must set the goal of winning as your only goal, and you must have the will to win no matter how difficult that task before you. We all face challenges in life. Champions learn how to persevere.
Karoly Tackacs was a Hungarian pistol champion before losing his right hand in grenade accident. Unwilling to give up his goals and dreams, he taught himself to shoot left handed and won Olympic gold in 1948 and 1952 .
If you are going to be a champion, you have to overcome hardship. That’s what separates the champions from the chumps. You WILL face hardship in life. Overcoming it isn’t easy. It’s hard. Really hard. There’s always an easy way you could take to avoid overcoming the hardship. But you will have to overcome your hardships to be a champion. Sometimes these are physical. Other times we just plain blow it.
In a span of about 10 seconds, Riegels cost his school the victory in the 1929 Rose Bowl, made himself a legend among bumblers, and earned a new nickname - "Wrong Way." It all began in the second quarter of a scoreless tie between his team, the California Golden Bears, and the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets. Tech running back Stumpy Thomason was hit on his own 36-yard line and fumbled. The ball bounced to the Tech 40 with both teams in hot pursuit. During the wild scramble for the loose ball, Riegels, the California center, picked it out of the air. He started running downfield in the right direction and was only 30 yards away from a go-ahead touchdown when suddenly his radar went awry. While pivoting to get away from a tackler, Riegels completely lost his bearings. He wheeled around in a U-turn and legged it out for all he was worth toward his own end zone. Riegels would have gone all the way if it hadn’t been for the clear thinking of Benny Lom, the California quarterback. Lom immediately chased his teammate, shouting, "Stop, Roy! You’re going the wrong way!". Riegels finally realized that something was wrong and turned around. Just then a wave of Georgia Tech players smeared him on the 1-yard line. Riegels had run nearly 70 yards in the wrong direction! He sat on the ground in shock as his sympathetic teammates came over and consoled him. California decided the best way to get out of this jam—as well as get Riegels off the hook—was to punt. But Lom’s punt from the end zone was blocked for a safety. It was the most crucial play of the game because the safety gave the Yellow Jackets the 2 points they needed for an eventual 8-7 victory. After the safety, a dejected Riegels trudged to the sidelines and took himself out of the game. At the half, Roy sat in a corner of the locker room with a towel over his head, crying. The coach could think of nothing to say. Finally, at the three-minute warning, the coach announced “the same players who started the first half will start the second”. As the players took the field, Roy told his coach he simply could not move. He felt he had lost the game for his team. The coach responded “Roy, the game is only half over – get in there and play”. Roy took the field, and those who saw him play that second half said they had never seen anyone play with that passion and ability before or since. After the game, his teammates voted him as their captain for the next season. You may not have had a great game so far. You may have some hardship of your own, but the game isn’t over yet. Get back out there even when you feel like quitting!
What do you often see at sporting events? A sign that says John 3:16. For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. As long as we live in this world we need power to overcome the world. Legendary Auburn head coach Shug Jordan once asked a colleague to help him with recruiting. When Shug was asked “what are you looking for?” He said, “You know the guy that gets hit and stays down, I don’t want him. You know the guy who gets knocked down, gets back up, gets knocked down, gets back up, and gets knocked down, but gets back up.” “Yeah coach, you want him.” “No, I want that guy that’s knocking everyone down.” The Bible tells us that the Truth of Christ gives us the power to knock down the enemy (Satan, world, flesh) and run over them. 

For this we need power. That source of power is Christ. Paul said, I can do everything through  him who gives me strength (Philippians 4:13). We tap into that strength through a personal relationship with Jesus. I went to church my whole life, but it was not until an accident almost took my life did I seriously considered God’s Word…tell story…

I discovered some things. Some people think that you can get to heaven by going to church, being baptized, or confirmed, doing the right things, or having good values, reading the Bible and praying. All those are good but in and of themselves do not get us into heaven. There is a way that seems right to a man and ends up leading to death.

Heaven is a perfect place. Even Pastors would spoil it within seconds. God is pure and holy. This Bible represents God. My hand represents mankind. Since the fall of Adam and Eve all have been born sinful. Sin leaves us separated from God. Sin is more than what we do. Its what we are. Just as a Zebra can’t change its stripes we can’t change the fact that we have all been born sinful. Imagine what its like for a child to be separated from their parents. Imagine what it would be like to be separated from God’s loves love for eternity. That’s hell.
That’s why Jesus came. To live that perfect life without sin. Went to the cross and shed his blood for our sin. Rose from the dead. One day is coming back. In my little college room I discovered that Christianity is not a religion it’s a relationship. By grace we have been saved through faith. If we confess with our lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in our hearts God raised him from the dead we will be saved. 

 If your at the place where you are not sure about what it means to have a personal relationship with Jesus, then I invite you to explore this further. Read the book of John. Tell Jesus sorry, please, and thank you. Find a church home where you can explore what this is all about in greater detail. If your at that place where you have that relationship that is worth celebrating then continue being a blessing to your church, pastor, and community. Get on the field and play hard.
“The attention of the country was recently focused on a high school game in McDermott, Ohio. In the final quarter, Dave Frants and Derek Dewit, the rival coaches called a timeout, conferred together, and agreed upon a highly unusual play. On one team was 17-year old Jake Porter, a mentally-challenged player. In his 3 years on the team he suited up for every practice, attended every game, but never participated in a game.  Near the end of this game his coach called him to come on the field, and the quarterback handed off the ball to him. In a brief moment of confusion Jake hesitated, then began to run. The opposing team gave way, without looking too obvious, and this young man ran 49 yards to score a touchdown. Then something unexpected occurred. Both sides of spectators stood up in the stands and began to cheer and even cry for joy, for this young man’s crowning moment in life. Players from both teams celebrated, with helmets raised to the sky. Both bands began to play. Jake’s mom, Liz, a single parent, ran onto the field to embrace her son. At that moment, for both schools, it became more than a game.” 

 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize (1 Corinthians 9:24) Whatever team you cheer for tomorrow, my hope is that you will experience the joy of having a personal relationship with Christ as you prepare, persevere, and receive power to live each day. That’s scoring a
TOUCHDOWN JESUS STYLE.

