CLASSIC CAROLS OF CHRISTMAS
#6 HIS NAME IS WONDERFUL 
December 28th, 2008 – Isaiah 9:6
Hard to believe this is the last Sunday of 2008 isn’t it? Are you ready for 2009? Ready or not here it comes. This morning I want us to reflect on a song based on Isaiah 9:6. Let’s sing it then I will share the background:
His name is Wonderful, His name is Wonderful, His name is Wonderful, Jesus my Lord; He is the mighty King, master of everything, His name is Wonderful, Jesus, my Lord. He's the great Shepherd, the Rock of all ages, 
Almighty God is He; Bow down before Him, love and adore Him, His name is Wonderful, Jesus, my Lord.
Audrey never intended to write a song on that Christmas day in 1959. She was focused on the children's Nativity scene and the sermon as she quietly sat in church. At Bethel Union Church in Duarte, California, her husband's brother, Dr. Luther Mieir was the pastor. The joyful congregation was focused on the re-enactment of the Nativity scene. The children, dressed as shepherds, were covered in oversized bathrobes. Some of the angels' halos were slightly crooked. Singing the glorious old carols and hearing the scripture passages had great meaning. The powerful prophecy of Isaiah 9:6 went down deep into Audrey’s soul as she cherished those words: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
When that familiar scripture was concluded, the pastor lifted his hands, closed his eyes and said: His name is wonderful. There must have been a holy hush in Audrey Mieir's soul. I felt as if I heard the rustle of angel wings and a musical chorus came to my mind, she exclaimed. On the flyleaf of her Bible she quickly wrote the words that her brother in-law had just proclaimed, His name is wonderful. After she wrote it three times, she added the sacred name of her Lord. It remained as only a short chorus for a few days, until she completed all of the music and a fuller description of  Jesus character. The last line is a personal reflection on the One whose name is wonderful. We want to bow down, love and adore this wonderful Jesus. Before Audrey Mieir died in 1996 at 80 years of age, some of her last words were: His Name is Wonderful will outlive the chubby human hands chosen to write a few black notes on five lines and four spaces. But it will never outlive the Father who glories in His Son's name and who glories in our praise. This song has been sung around the world. Time will tell if this will be a classic or not.!
WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE NAME WONDERFUL?

Let’s reflect on Jesus name: WONDERFUL. What does it mean? We use words to describe wonder don’t we? (amazement, surprise, astonishment, awe, marvelous, incredibly great) The Hebrew word used by Isaiah (pala)means being unique & different, uncommon or out of the ordinary. In the Old Testament it is translated: marvelous, hidden, too high, and too difficult and miracle Basic meaning = being unique and different.  We are dealing with something lying outside the realm of human explanation, the area of the unexplained.
Psalm 139:6 says, Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty (high) for me to attain. It is something miraculous! The problem we have in our culture is that we have a low view of the miraculous, and therefore a limited sense of wonder.  Think of some of the ways we routinely use the word miracle. In 1980, when the US Hockey Team won gold in the Olympics, Al Michaels’ now famous cry was, Do you believe in miracles? Yes!  In a once popular television ad a monk is able to get productive work out of his photocopier and all present shout, It’s a miracle! Sometimes students come out of the classroom holding an exam paper which has an A and says to a friend, This is a miracle! I didn’t think I was anywhere near ready for that test. 

In reality, those things are not miracles. They can all be explained. Do we have a sense of wonder that goes beyond all human, rational explanation? Do we honestly believe that the greatest miracles are come from behind victories by our favorite sports teams or the latest in human technology? Wonder is found not merely in what is difficult to explain, but in that which cannot be captured by human reason. The prophet Isaiah declared that the child to come, Jesus Christ would be a wonder. This not only describes what he does but who He is.  Jesus, Himself is the wonder!  

HOW IS JEUSUS WONDERFUL?
Jesus is Wonderful as the Word: John says in his Gospel and letter, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God  (John 1:1-2 ). I don’t understand all that. It’s wonderful! We proudly declare that Jesus is the person of the book (The Bible). I love the children’s song: The B-I-B-L-E, yes that’s the book for me. I stand alone on the word of God, the B-I-B-L-E. Jesus is central from cover to cover:
GENESIS: Promised Seed EXODUS: Passover Lamb LEVITICUS: Scapegoat NUMBERS: Brazen Serpent DEUTERONOMY: Great Lawgiver JOSHUA: Prophet, Priest and King JUDGES: Judge of All the Universe RUTH: Kinsman Redeemer SAMUEL: Anointer of Kings KINGS: King of Kings & Lord of Lords CHRONICLES: Great Historian EZRA: Rebuilder of the Temple NEHEMIAH: Rebuilder of the Wall ESTHER: Savior of the Jews JOB: Friend that Sticketh Closer than a Brother PSALMS: Song of the Ages PROVERBS: Truth ECCLESIASTES: Great Preacher SONG OF SOLOMON: Wonderful Lover ISAIAH: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and The Prince of Peace JEREMIAH: Weeping Prophet LAMENTATIONS: Street Preacher EZEKIEL: Rebuilder of the Kingdom Temple DANIEL: Stone Cut Out Without Hands That Will Someday Come Back to Earth and Establish a Kingdom as Supreme Ruler and King HOSEA: Forgiving Lover JOEL-MALACHI: One Coming in Bethlehem Judea.

MATTHEW: Messiah MARK: Suffering Servant LUKE: Son of Man JOHN: Son of God ACTS: Power of the Church ROMANS: Dynamite of the Gospel CORINTHIANS: Restorer of the Carnal Nature GALATIANS: Rent Veil and Overcomer of the Schoolmaster EPHESIANS: Heavenly One PHILIPPIANS: Our Sufficiency COLOSSIANS: The Shadow THESSALONIANS: The Great Coming Christ TIMOTHY: Our Great Appearing God TITUS: Blessed Hope PHILEMON: Great Master HEBREWS: Best of All JAMES: Fulfiller of the Law PETER: Rock of Ages Cleft For Me, Let Me Hide Myself in Thee JOHN: Assurance of our Salvation JUDE: One Able to Keep Us From Falling and Present Us Faultless Before Christ in Glory REVELATION: Lamb of God.
It’s all about Jesus the Word from Genesis to Revelation! Next week I will begin a new series from the book of Revelation: The Best Is Yet To Come. Invite a friend to come! During Lent each of you will receive a free M3P Bible (kids too) It’s a gift. I know it’s hard to believe. It’s true. Just a reminder of the gift that came down at Christmas is something to stay excited about all year long. Reminds me of three fathers who were at the hospital on New Years Eve. Nurse comes out and tells one father that his wife had twins. Wonderful, I play for the Minnesota Twins .Great press. Later the nurse comes out and told another father his wife had triplets. Wonderful, I work at 3M. Great press. A third father hearing all this began mumbling, I must resign quickly. Nurse: What’s wrong? He said, I’m Vice – President of 7 –UP!  It’s so easy to miss out on the wonder of the moment if we are not careful!
May we not miss out on the wonder of God’s Word in 2009. How we treat the Bible is how we treat Jesus. How will you treat the Word of God in 2009? Let’s hear it preached. Let’s read it ourselves. You might begin reading the book of Revelation in preparation for the new sermon series. Let’s study it at Bible classes & home groups. Let’s reflect upon it in our hearts (memorize & meditate).  The Word is not about information but transformation. That Word leads us to a deeper relationship with Jesus. Jesus is wonderful as the Word!
Jesus is Wonderful as our Advocate. My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense (Advocate) Jesus Christ the Righteous One (1 Jn.2:1) An advocate means defender or lawyer. Someone once said that at the current rate of people becoming lawyers in this country, within 50 years or so everyone will be a lawyer!. Lawyers pass the bar when they can demonstrate their knowledge of the law. Guess what - Jesus wrote the Law! He knows more than anyone what it’s about. What’s more, He’s proven that He’s willing to face death in order to benefit His client!.
The scene is of a Divine courtroom. Satan, the accuser of God’s children, stands before the ultimate Judge, God the Father, and argues that you should be sentenced to eternal damnation. He lists all of your transgressions with the utmost eloquence. Sweat pours off his brow as, one-by-one, he names your offenses. It doesn’t look good for you as you sit defenseless listening to your crimes. Just as the Judge is about to pass sentence, the doors at the back of the courtroom burst open and a bright light appears that illuminates the entire room. A celestial voice booms out as though coming from the midst of the light:  Wait a minute! I have evidence that will clear the accused!
The judge replies, Get on with it then. Out from the light emerges the Lord Jesus Christ your Advocate. He advances toward the front of the courtroom and begins to raise His hands. My child is innocent because the sentence has already been served. He deserved death for his crimes but I have already gone to the cross to pay the penalty for his sins. See here. These nail prints in my hands…. the nail prints in my feet. See these wounds on my side. They are there as evidence that this sinner cannot be condemned! I have already suffered the consequences so that anyone who believes may have everlasting life in Heaven. This man must go free! The Judge, with a thunderous bang of His Divine gavel, proclaims CASE DISMISSED!!!!
No doubt we will sin, make mistakes, stumble and fall at times in 2009. I heard recently about a 90-year-old lady who one Christmas found buying presents a bit much, so she wrote out checks for all of her family and friends, and decided she would put them in with her Christmas cards. She wrote out her Christmas cards and wrote Buy your own present after her name, then sent them off. But after the Christmas festivities were over, she found the checks in her desk! Everyone had got a Christmas card from her with Buy your own present written inside but without the checks!
As children of God we have an advocate, Jesus the sinless Son of God. His continual gift to us in 2009 is a check written on behalf of His child as they confess & repent of their sin. PAID IN FULL!  Jesus shall be called Wonderful for what He has done in the PAST by becoming sin for us. Jesus shall be called Wonderful in the FUTURE as He welcomes us to His sinless home in heaven.. But Jesus is Wonderful for what He is in the PRESENT for He is our Advocate when we sin. He continually cleans us up and washes us clean by His blood. Let us humbly approach 2009 with gratitude in our hearts and declare that Jesus is Wonderful as our Advocate!
HOW CAN 2009 BE A WONDERFUL YEAR?
Let me suggest something to transition us into the New Year. Open your Bible to John 3:16…For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have everlasting life. Pick out one of the words and reflect upon what that word means in your own life. Reflect on a thought when you think about that verse. Get caught up in the wonder of the simple message of the Gospel.

You might recall I shared this story last week. On December 11th, 2007 I had just taken Sara to Academic Magnet (Charleston, SC) There was a huge accident on the Cosgrove bridge. I was sitting in this traffic jam for over an hour.  I sent an arrow prayer up to God for grace to stay focused on Jesus and keep my cool. The thought struck me to write a Christmas song to the tune of Jingle Bells: Jesus saves, Jesus saves, born in Bethlehem. Son of God and Son of Man, He’s the great  I AM! (2xs)God so loved the world, He gave His only Son, who so ere believes, eternal life has won. So worship and adore, give glory to the King. Honor, blessing, power and praise with all of heaven sing! The wonder of the Gospel struck me in a fresh way that day. May this story inspire you:
An elementary class rose to sing Christmas Love a surprising title in a commercialized Christmas world today. Those in the front row- center stage - held up large letters, one by one, to spell out the title of the song. As the class would sing C is for Christmas, a child would hold up the letter C. Then, H is for Happy, and on and on, until each child holding up his portion had presented the complete message, Christmas Love. The performance was going smoothly, until suddenly, she did it…a small, quiet, girl in the front row holding the letter "M" upside down - totally unaware her letter "M" appeared as a "W.” The audience of 1st through 6th graders snickered at this little one’s mistake. But she had no idea they were laughing at her, so she stood tall, proudly holding her "W.” Although many teachers tried to shush the children, the laughter continued until the last letter was raised, and we all saw it together. A hush came over the audience and eyes began to widen. In that instant, all understood the reason they were there, why they celebrated the holiday in the first place, why even in the chaos, there was a purpose for this program...For when the last letter was held high, the message read loud and clear:CHRISTWAS LOVE. 
The wonder of His LOVE is powerful. Think about Jesus WONDERFUL HANDS that hold on tight. See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands (Is. 49:16). Jesus is always reaching out. All we need to do is place our hand in His. I love this chorus: Put your hand in the hand of the man who stilled the water. Put your hand in the hand of the man who calmed the sea. Take a look at yourself and you can look at others differently. By puttin your hand in the hand of the man from Galilee. NO matter what comes our way in 2009 His hand is reaching to us.
Think about Jesus WONDERFUL EYES that watch over us. The eyes of the Lord are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good (Proverbs 15:3)  He sees everything, which should challenge us to do right, and encourage us that we’re never alone. Think about Jesus WONDERFUL EARS that hear our prayers. The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles (Psalm 34:17) Think about Jesus WONDERFUL VOICE that encourages and guides us. Whether you turn to the right or to the left your ears will hear a voice behind you saying, This is the way walk in it (Isaiah 30:21) Jesus love for us is powerful!
Bobby was getting cold sitting out in his back yard in the snow. Try as he might, he could not come up with an idea for his mother’s Christmas gift. He shook his head. This is useless, even if I do come up with an idea, I don’t have any money to spend. Ever since his father had passed away three years ago, the family of five had struggled. It wasn’t because his mother didn’t care, or try, there just never seemed to be enough. She worked nights at the hospital, but the small wage that she was earning could only be stretched so far. What the family lacked in money and material things, they more than made up for in love and family unity. 
All three of his sisters had already made beautiful gifts for their mother. Here it was Christmas Eve already, and he had nothing. Wiping a tear from his eye, Bobby kicked the snow and started to walk down to the street where the shops and stores were. It wasn’t easy being six without a father, especially when he needed a man to talk to. Bobby walked from shop to shop, looking into each decorated window. Everything seemed so beautiful and so out of reach. It was starting to get dark and Bobby reluctantly turned to walk home. Suddenly his eyes caught the glimmer of the setting sun’s rays reflecting off of something along the curb. He reached down and discovered a shiny dime. Never before has anyone felt as wealthy as Bobby felt at that moment. His excitement quickly turned cold when salesperson after salesperson told him that he could not buy anything with only a dime.
He saw a flower shop and went inside to wait in line. When the shop owner asked if he could help him, Bobby presented the dime and asked if he could buy one flower for his mother’s Christmas gift. The shop owner looked at Bobby and his ten-cent offering. Then he put his hand on Bobby’s shoulder and said to him, You just wait here and I’ll see what I can do for you. All alone in the shop, Bobby began to feel alone and afraid. Suddenly the shop owner came out and moved to the counter. There, before Bobby’s eyes, lay twelve long stem, red roses, all tied together with a big silver bow. That will be ten cents young man. Slowly, Bobby moved his hand to give the man his dime. Could this be true? No one else would give him a thing for his dime! Sensing the boy’s reluctance, the shop owner added, I just happened to have some roses on sale for ten cents a dozen. Would you like them? This time Bobby did not hesitate, and when the man placed the long box into his hands, he knew it was true. Walking out the door that the owner was holding for Bobby, he heard the shopkeeper say, Merry Christmas, son.
As he returned inside, the shopkeeper’s wife walked out. Who were you talking to back there and where are the roses you were fixing? Staring out the window, and blinking the tears from his own eyes, he replied, A strange thing happened to me this morning. While I was setting up things to open the shop, I thought I heard a voice telling me to set aside a dozen of my best roses for a special gift. I wasn’t sure at the time whether I had lost my mind or what, but I set them aside anyway. Then just a few minutes ago, a little boy came into the shop and wanted to buy a flower for his mother with one small dime. When I looked at him, I saw myself, many years ago. I too, was a poor boy with nothing to buy my mother a Christmas gift. A bearded man, whom I never knew, stopped me on the street and told me that he wanted to give me ten dollars. When I saw that little boy tonight, I knew who that voice was, and I put together a dozen of my very best roses. That is the wonder of Jesus love in action!
Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away. So, when was the last time you experienced a moment that took your breath away? Isn’t that a sense of wonder? Let the Wonder of Jesus love take your breath away in 2009. His Name Is Wonderful! AMEN!
