THE BEST IS YET TO COME

#1 Hope During Uncertain Times – Part Two

January 11th, 2009 – Revelation 1: 10-20

Last week I shared a story that can summarize the whole book of Revelation. A young woman told her pastor that she wanted to be buried with a fork in her right hand. Her grandmother would tell her after dinner to keep her fork. Something of substance was coming. Like velvety chocolate cake or apple pie with ice cream. When people asked about the fork the pastor was to reply, Keep your fork. The best is yet to come. That in a nutshell is the message of the book of Revelation. THE BEST IS YET TO COME…  
You might recall that John is on the island of Patmos under Roman persecution for not worshipping the Roman Emperor Domitian. Patmos was a Roman Penal colony. This would be like being shipped to Siberia. The hope is that we can never be in so forsaken a place or situation that Jesus love won’t seek us out and find us. Jesus love can find us anywhere. In this very personal letter we are being reminded that God is the Alpha & Omega: He has everything under control. He is coming: We are to redeem the time in 2009. There are amazing blessings to those who read and take to heart the message of Revelation. By carrying a penny in our pocket in 2009 we will be reminded to keep things in perspective. The struggles and uncertainty that we face is brief in comparison to what life is ultimately about. Grab a fork as we continue with chapter ones topic of Hope During Uncertain Times – Part 2.
Nothing could change the outward circumstances of John’s island prison. No physical escape was possible. Ever been in a situation where you have wanted to escape but couldn’t? A boss asked one of his employees, Do you believe in life after death? The new employee said, As a matter of fact I do. Boss responded, Well ,then , that makes everything fine. After you left early yesterday to go to your grandmother’s funeral, she stopped in to see you. There are times in life when no escape is possible from the situation in which we find ourselves. What do we do then?   
JESUS IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK
Notice what John does in verse ten: On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit; and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet which said: Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches…What does that mean? This is a phrase that would have meant then, as it means today, the first day of the week, the Lord’s Day. John probably had no one to worship with, so he began to look up and turn his eyes upon Jesus, and worship. What’s the key? LOOK UP! FOCUS ON JESUS!   John is conveying to us what Jesus wants us to see! Whatever our condition Jesus can lift our soul with hope. In the process John receives one of the most incredible visions of the glorified Christ that is recorded in the Bible. Try and picture what this must have been like for John as we see Revelation 1:12-16 unfold from The WatchWord Bible (1 ½ minutes). 
John was writing in at least the eightieth year of his life; he might have been as old as ninety or ninety –five. The last time he saw Jesus personally was on a hill outside Jerusalem, the Mount of Olives (A.D. 30). Sixty years had passed since he saw Jesus. He tries to describe as best as he can what he saw, though words seemed to fail him. Oh, if you could have seen the blazing fire in His eyes…Oh, if your could have seen the whiteness of His hair…Oh, if you could have heard the roaring of His voice…John looked at Him, was overcome, and fell down. John was overcome with a sense of majesty of the Savior (imagine trying to describe the majesty of God with mere human words).  There is great significance in this encounter. No one knew Jesus any better than John did while Jesus was on earth. John was Jesus closest friend while on earth. Jesus asked John to take care of His mother while on the cross. Yet, John turns to see Jesus and is blown away, overwhelmed in His presence. 
The detail with which John described Jesus appearance is not merely provided for the sake of information; it contains a message that John wanted to relay. Every feature is rich in meaning and significance. I believe John’s audience would have understood each one. So let’s take a moment to gaze upon the majesty of Jesus:
· His position: among the lampstands (v13). Jesus still stands at the center of His church. Jesus is in the midst of His church. He is the Chief Cornerstone. He is present as Immanuel. God with us.
· His robe: (v13). Jesus alone has the right to govern His church. The robe draped the full length of His body. The longer the robe the greater the authority. Jesus is the Prophet, Priest, and King to His church.
· His chestband: golden sash around his chest (v.13). Only worn by those in authority. This royal ornamentation was woven of pure and refined gold. It signified the purity and perfection that are the hallmarks of a King’s rule.
· His hair: were white like wool, as white as snow (v14). Jesus has all  wisdom.  In the ancient world, white hair symbolized the respect due to the aged for the wisdom of their advanced years. Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is attained by a righteous life (Proverbs 16:31). Who is wiser than Jesus?
· His eyes: like blazing fire (v.14). Jesus is the one who searches hearts. His eyes are ablaze with a mix of the warmth and tenderness of the love of God, and the inescapable discernment and penetrating insight. Today we might say, And his eyes had x-ray vision or his eyes burned a hole right thru me! This refers to His omnipresence.  A person pretends to be something that they’re not, and someone comes along and says, they don’t fool me, I can see right thru them!  A man was on trial for stealing a watch. The prosecution presented their best case, but there was not enough evidence. Judge: Sir, you’ve been acquitted  Man, does that mean I have to give the watch back? Sometimes we can fool the jury, parents, spouse (not often)  News flash: You can’t fool God! Sobering thought…the penetrating eyes of Jesus Christ. 
· His feet: like bronze glowing in a furnace (v15). Jesus is a righteous judge. In Scripture both bronze and fire stand for divine judgment. Jesus is seen with feet of judgment moving through His churches to exercise authority and punishment of sin. Thank God He endured Calvary’s flame to be our substitute.
· His voice: like the sound of rushing waters (v15) His word is irresistibly alive.  Have you ever heard the sound of rushing waters, they are deafening. That’s all you can hear. That Word is powerful like Niagara Falls. A pastor was praying one Sunday morning; there was a loud whistle from one of the back pews. Tommy’s mother was embarrassed. She pinched him into silence and said after church, Whatever made you do such a thing? Tommy replied, I asked God to teach me to whistle, and He just then did. Not a voice you would talk back too or ignore. When God speaks we must pay attention to constantly hear & obey.
· His right hand: he held seven stars (v16). Jesus is All – Powerful.  The right hand is a symbol of strength, power, and honor. These stars are in reference to the pastors or messengers of the churches. They  are in a place of honor, but they are also under His authority, strength, and protection and care.
· His mouth: came a sharp double – edged sword (v.16). Jesus is the Truth.  The Greek word here is not the same word used to describe the living and active Word of God, as in Heb. 4:12. Rather, it describes the long and heavy broad sword of the Thracians and other barbarous nations who often marched as God’s instruments of judgment over one country after another. It symbolizes the irresistible authority and devastating force of God’s Word that sets people free.
· His face: like the sun shining in all its brilliance (v16). Jesus is the light.  This is a reference to the brilliance of Christ’s divine glory revealing His holiness and deity. It is a blinding light that is overpowering, yet beautiful.
This is an awesome sight! What a vision of Christ! When you close your eyes, is this the Christ you see? When you pray, or worship or read the Bible is this the King you hear? What a different view of Jesus Christ, than the one we may typically have stuck in our minds – gentle Jesus, meek and mild. I wonder if that is why a survey of ex-church members revealed the reason they stopped going to church was that they found it boring. Boring? Not this Jesus! This Jesus that was revealed to John was anything but boring wouldn’t you say.
What do we need to discover that John discovered with this encounter with the risen Lord Jesus? When we are in the midst of uncertain times or move through life with its daily, weekly, monthly, or yearly trials our Lord reminds us, In the relationship that we have together, you may think that you know me pretty well, but you have not seen anything yet. Lift up your head just a little higher and turn your eyes upon me because I am greater than you think, more powerful than your think, and closer than you think. That’s hope. Jesus is closer than we think.
Helen Howarth Lemmel (1863-1961) was born in Great Britain to a Methodist pastor who moved his family to the United States when Helen was a child. She went on to become a famous Christian singer and composer, and taught voice at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago. In 1918 a friend gave her a pamphlet containing these words: So then, turn your eyes upon him, look full into his face and you will find that the things of earth will acquire a strange new dimness.  Impressed with these words, Helen wrote words and music for a wonderful gospel song, Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus. This song catches the impact that the vision of Christ in Revelation can have on our lives. When we gaze into the face of Jesus we are reminded that He is closer than we think. 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,

In the light of His Glory and Grace….

O soul  are you weary and troubled? No light in the darkness you see? There's light for a look at the Savior, And life more abundant and free. Turn your eyes…

Through death into life everlasting He passed, and we follow Him there; Over us sin no more hath dominion - For more than conquerors we are! Turn your eyes….

His Word shall not fail you - He promised; Believe Him, and all will be well; Then go to a world that is dying, His perfect salvation to tell. Turn Your eyes….

JESUS HAS HIS HAND ON YOU
What happened to John after seeing the majesty of Jesus in all His Glory? Verse 17 says, When I saw him ,l I fell at his feet as though dead…That’s what happens when you in the presence of the living God. You can’t stand up. He fell like a lead balloon. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the Keys of death and Hades.
Now, with the same right hand that held the seven stars, he touches John, and he is calmed and comforted. If ever there was time that he needed to be consoled and given reassurance, it was here, with Jesus close by him. The hand of Jesus reaches out to calm John’s fears and as a gesture, to commission him, to send forth this message of hope for believers of all generations to come. 
We need the hand of the Lord upon us as well to calm us of our fears. A young college student had a summer job as a welder’s assistant, building a hospital. He had never welded before in his life. He was afraid of heights, and wouldn’t you know it, they put him to work welding on the seventeenth floor! Vast sections of steel beams were jutting out over nowhere. He worked, almost immobilized by fear from day to day. Finally, an “incredible hulk” of a welder he was working with looked at him and asked, What’s the matter, son? Are you scared? The young fellow said, S-s-scared? I’ve b-b-been t-t-trying to t-t-tell you for t-t-two weeks ‘I q-q-quit!’ but I c-c-couldn’t get it out of m-m-my m-m-mouth! He was scared to death. And so are a lot of people. Fear immobilizes. It also intimidates.
It has been said that fear not is an expression used 365 times in the Bible, that there is one for every day of the year. That is a great thought, and really speaks of our Lord’s concern for us every single day.

I am reminded of what the Lord said through Isaiah: So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand…For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I will help you.( Isaiah 41: 10,13). His hand is ever calling, and saying, Come unto me… and I will give you rest (Matt. 11:28). Knowing that Jesus has his hand on us gives us peace, strength, comfort, and joy to live each day without getting rattled over every little disaster that comes our way. That’s hope!

The greatest comfort of all is that Jesus holds the keys of death and Hades. It has been said, the one who holds the keys is the one who unlocks the treasure house, and this is true of the authority that Jesus has in His power.. Every now and then I need to visit someone in prison. If you are ever escorted through the halls of a jail or prison, you have nothing to fear as you walk alongside the prison guard, because the guard has the keys. Jesus is the One who has charge of the prison’s keys.  Jesus alone has the power to say whether or not an individual will be admitted to Heaven or eternally excluded from Heaven. It is the sacrificial death of Jesus on Calvary’s tree that powers up the key to open Heaven’s doors - no sinner can enter there! It should be very clear to the reader of the book of Revelation, that God wants to reveal the reality of an eternal hell, and no doubt, ultimately, of that supernal place called heaven! For the believer there is nothing to fear. His hand is upon us.

Every Sunday afternoon, after the morning service at their church the Pastor and his eleven year old son would go out into their town and hand out Gospel Tracts. The boy bundled up in his warmest and driest clothes and said, OK dad, I'm ready. Dad responded, Son, it's very cold outside and it's pouring down rain. The boy gave his dad a surprised look, asking But, Dad, aren't people still going to Hell, even though it's raining? The father let the boy go out on his own.


This eleven year old boy walked the streets of the town going door to door and handing everybody he met in the street a Gospel Tract. After two hours of walking in the rain, he was soaking, bone-chilled wet and down to his VERY LAST TRACT. Then he turned toward the first home he saw - and started up the sidewalk to the front door and rang the door bell. He rang the bell, but nobody answered. He rang again, and again and until the door slowly opened. Standing in the doorway was a very sad-looking elderly lady. She softly asked, What can I do for you, son? With radiant eyes and a smile that lit up her world, this little boy said, Ma'am, I'm sorry if I disturbed you, but I just want to tell you that JESUS REALLY DOES LOVE YOU, and I came to give you my very last Gospel Tract which will tell you all about JESUS and His great LOVE. With that, he handed her his last tract, and turned to leave. 

That Sunday the church had a guest. They would this remarkable story. A lady said that before last Sunday she was not a Christian. Her husband passed on some time ago, leaving her totally alone in this world. Last Sunday, being a particularly cold and rainy day, it was even more so in her heart that she came to the end of the line where she no longer had any hope or will live. So she took a rope and a chair and ascended the stairway into the attic of her home. She fastened the rope securely to a rafter in the roof, then stood on the chair and fastened the other end of the rope around her neck. Standing on that chair, so lonely and brokenhearted, she was about to leap off, when suddenly the loud ringing of the doorbell startled her. She thought, I'll wait a minute, and whoever it is will go away. She waited and waited, but the ringing doorbell seemed to get louder and more insistent, and then the person ringing also started knocking loudly. She thought to herself again, Who on earth could this be?! Nobody ever rings my bell or comes to see me. She loosened the rope from her neck and started for the front door, all the while the bell rang louder and louder. A little boy told her that JESUS REALLY DOES LOVE HER! Then he gave her this Gospel Tract that she held in her hand. She read slowly every word  then went up to the attic to get that rope and chair. Said she wouldn't be needing them any more. You see, she was now a Happy Child of the KING and since the address of the church was on the back of tract she came personally say, THANK YOU to God's little angel who came just in the nick of time and, by so doing, spared her soul from eternity in hell. 

Our Heavenly Father allowed His Son to go out into a cold and dark world. He is the message of hope our world desperately needs to hear. He holds the Key. To those we believe the message they have no need to fear death, because His hand is on us. He says, Take the message of the key and share it with those who need hope. Remember during times of uncertainty that Jesus is closer than you think! Amen!  Let’s close by singing Majesty written by Jack Hayford in 1987:
Majesty, worship His Majesty.
Unto Jesus, be all glory, honor and praise!
Majesty, Kingdom authority,
Flow from His throne, unto His own
His anthem raise.

So exalt, lift up on High the name of Jesus.
Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King!
Majesty, worship His Majesty,
Jesus, who died, now glorified,
King of all Kings!

