THE BEST IS YET TO COME
#8 Laodicea: When Jesus Talks…Listen!
March 8th, 2009 – Revelation 3:14-22

Are you being blessed as we are on this incredible journey together through the book of Revelation? That is the promise is it not? Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near (Revelation 1:3). We are also being challenged to listen through the entire New Testament during the season of Lent. I listen as I work out. I estimate being able to listen through the New Testament two times this way. Do whatever works for you! The blessings are out of this world. Find a plan and stick with it, you’ll be glad you did!
Remember this slogan?  When E.F. Hutton talks (gets real quiet) people listen! A farmer lived alone on his farm, except for his beloved dog. He had the dog for years, sadly it died. He went to his pastor, My dog died this morning could you possibly conduct a small funeral service for an animal in our church? The pastor said, We Lutherans don’t do that here. There is a new non - denominational church out on the edge of town, maybe they will do something for your dog. The farmer thanked his pastor for being helpful. As he turned to leave the farmer said, Do you think that $5,000 is enough to donate to them for the funeral service? His pastor grabbed him by the arm and said, Why didn’t you tell me your dog was Lutheran? Money talks. Money has a language all its own. 
WHEN JESUS TALKS…LISTEN. This is the message to the seventh church. As we look at our trusty map we find that Laodicea was about forty-five miles southeast of Philadelphia and about one hundred miles due east of Ephesus. Let’s read Rev 3:14-22. As we take our history tour notice several things that stand out:
HISTORY TOUR


Laodicea was probably the wealthiest city in the first century world. It was the financial and banking center of the whole region. The great earthquake of 60 A.D. ( 30 years before Revelation was written), destroyed the city.  The citizens of Laodicea refused to accept money from the Roman emperor to rebuild. Basically they told them we are financially secure and we don’t need your money. The city was rebuilt. It would be like New Orleans refusing government aid after Katrina and replacing all the buildings and infrastructure itself. 
Laodicea was known for clothing manufacturing. The sheep that were raised were famous for their soft, black, glossy wool. It was a major producer of black cloaks and carpets. They took great pride in the production of these products. This wool was exported throughout the world.

Laodicea was also famous for its school of medicine.  The school and its physicians were so well known that they were honored on some of the local coins. This ointment known as Phrygian powder was famous for its ability to cure eye defects. Jesus applies these three topics later on in the letter. When Jesus talks…
HEAR THE TRUTH THAT GOD’S IN CHARGE
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. It is interesting that the name Laodicia means the people rule. This church had become dependant upon themselves. They needed to hear who was really IN CHARGE!  Amen is the Hebrew word truth (Isa. 65:16). In Greek it means so be it, let it stand. As a title of Christ it indicates His sovereignty and the certainty of the fulfillment of His promises (2 Cor. 1:20). Pay careful attention because Jesus himself is underscoring that what he is saying is not only true, but it is important.
Jesus is also the faithful and true witness.  In other words, you can count on me to give a faithful and true analysis of what is happening in your church. You may not like what I have to say. You may be uncomfortable. I have the right to speak because I am the ruler of God’s creation. I’m in charge! How many of you had parents who used to get on your case about things? You’re not going out until you do your homework. Your room looks like a pigsty. Clean it up. You didn’t do a good job vacuuming the living room. Do it again.  And once in a while the child would say, Mom, get off my back! I’m tired of you guys telling me what to do! I have the right to live my life the way I want to. 
Mom would say, No you don’t. This is not a democracy. This is my house. And as long as you live under the roof of my house, you’re going to listen to what I have to say! End of discussion. Jesus is saying, This is my house, as my child, listen, even if it makes you squirm.
Imagine for a moment you live back in this first century church. The pastor begins to read this letter. The first six churches all have some positive things Jesus says about their church. The members begin to anticipate how Jesus might commend them.  They expect to hear the Lord’s praise, they hear nothing. No affirmation! Instead they hear only the most stinging, rebuke you could ever want to hear. When Jesus talks…
HEAR THE TRUTH ABOUT KINGDOM LIVING
Don’t Accept All Temperature Cheer Discipleship. I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!  So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth. (Rev.3:15-16). Laodicea had one serious flaw, no natural water supply near by! But they sat in between two cities. The city of Hierapolis which was only six miles north of Laodicea was known for its hot waters. People from distant regions came to soak in warm baths and seek healing for arthritis, skin diseases, and even abdominal problems. Millions of people came to soothe themselves in the naturally hot waters of Hierapolis (Glenwood Springs, Colorado had something similar. Was it ever awesome).  Six miles to the south, you had Colossi. Known for its ice cold, refreshing water. It was crystal clear, wonderful for drinking.
The problem was this: Laodicea used to pipe in its water from these two places. But by the time the hot water got to Laodicea, it wasn’t hot anymore. And by the time the cold water got there, it wasn’t cold anymore. Not only that, the water had to go over the limestone cliffs of Laodicea. And it collected a lot of sediment and calcium carbonate. So you couldn’t bathe in it. You couldn’t drink it. It was no good for anything. In fact, it became a joke in the first century world about the nasty tasting lukewarm water of Laodicea. A new visitor to the city having traveled the hot plains would be seen taking a big gulp of water from a fountain expecting cold refreshment only to be surprised by the lukewarm water, and they could be seen spitting it out in disgust!

Have you ever taken a sip of lukewarm water? I remember some garden hose experiences as a child. Awful! Lukewarm made us gag. You never hear anyone say, I am burning up; I would love a nice glass of lukewarm water. You never hear anyone say, I am tired and aching, I would love to take a lukewarm hot tub. Lukewarm is a picture of something that has no use at all. Jesus may have been saying,  If you were hot, like the springs of Hierapolis, you would bring spiritual healing, restoration, and comfort to people who suffer. If you were cold, like the water in Colossi, you would refresh and encourage people who are hurting. Instead, you are lukewarm. You don’t do anyone any good and you make me sick just like your own water makes you sick. That is sobering for us as well.

If Jesus would take our temperature this morning what would He find? The conductor of the community orchestra was almost out of his mind. At every single rehearsal, there had been at least one member who had been missing. Planning for a well organized concert was almost impossible. At the last rehearsal, he called for attention and said,   I would like to thank the first violinist for being the only member of the orchestra to attend every rehearsal. The violinist smiled shyly and humbly said to the conductor, Well, it seemed the least I could do since I won’t be at the concert tonight. God requires people of passion & commitment to the cause of Christ. What is the level of your commitment ? There is no ALL TEMPERATURE CHEER in God's kingdom.  Hot or cold, but not lukewarm! 

Don’t Assume Material Success Is Synonymous With Blessing. You say, ’I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked (Rev. 3:17). Instead of being spiritually rich, they were bankrupt in all aspects. In contrast, look at Smyrna in 2:9: I know your afflictions and your poverty – yet you are rich! Isn’t that interesting? One is poor, yet rich, while the other is rich but poor. We must be very careful not to fall into the trap that assumes material success is synonymous with the blessing of the Lord. Let that sink in deep! You can’t judge a church, ministry or another 
Christian by that fact that outwardly everything looks great. Jesus looks at the heart does He not?
A pastor was invited to dinner in the home of a wealthy man in Texas. After the meal, the host led him outside where they could get a good view of the surrounding area. Pointing to the oil wells punctuating the landscape, he boasted, Twenty-five years ago I had nothing. Now, as far as you can see, it’s all mine. Pointing to the north, he said, Everything in that direction is mine. Turning east toward huge herds of cattle, he bragged, Everything in that direction is mine .Then pointing to the west and a beautiful forest, he exclaimed, Everything in that direction is mine. He paused, expecting the pastor to compliment him on his great success. Instead, the pastor placed one hand on the man’s shoulder and pointed up to heaven with the other, and said, How much do you have in that direction? The man hung his head and confessed, I never thought of that.
That’s the danger of material success. It can deceive us into thinking that everything is all right between us and God when everything is NOT all right! One can bask in the glow of all of their success and still be completely bankrupt in the eyes of Almighty God. Somebody once said: All I ask is the chance to prove that money can’t make me happy.  Jesus tells us in Luke 12:15 that a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions. Often times as a person’s wealth increases so does their pride and their view of themselves. Laodicea thought they were something great, they thought they had it all together. They thought material success was synonymous with God’s blessing.   Do not assume material success is synonymous with the Lord’s blessing. When Jesus talks…
HEAR THE TRUTH ABOUT GOD’S AMZING GRACE
His Counsel Always Brings Hope. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent (Revelation 3:18-19). 
Interesting how these are exactly the three things most important to Laodicea (gold, clothes, and salve). Twenty first century believers need the same three things as well. We can find them wrapped up in Jesus amazing grace. 

True success is not found in material riches, but in spiritual riches. (gold refined in the fire). Laodicea was a banking center for the province of Asia, and it included a gold exchange. Perhaps they trusted that the gold they bought would be a good investment, but they were investing in the wrong place. There isn’t anything wrong with investing or being wise about one’s finances, but the problem has to do with their allegiance. They were devoted to their riches. Their hope was in the things they had, but they needed to buy gold from Jesus. 

There is a story about a very rich man who was also very godly. He prayed and asked God if he could please take some of his riches with him to heaven. Since God knew he had been faithful all his life, He made an exception to the rule and said he could take one trunk and put in it anything he wanted. The man was trying to think of the way to get the most value, because he knew paper money would be worthless in heaven. He decided that since it’s what backs the paper money, he would fill the trunk with solid gold bricks. He filled the truck and put it under his bed until he died. About 20 years later, he died and on the way up, he grabbed the trunk. When he got to heaven’s gate, St. Peter stopped him, looked inside the trunk, and said, You can’t bring that in here. It’s against the rules. The man explained that God had made a special exception for him. St. Peter said, Well, I guess you can bring it in, but I don’t know why anyone would want a trunk full of pavement. It is true of so many people, even people who are believers. So often we spend our whole lives pursuing things that will be of no value for eternity. The things that are of the most value to us here, the material things, will be of the least value there.
The gold they needed was to be refined by Christ’s fire. Peter interprets this image for us in 1 Pet 1:7. Speaking about persecutions, he says, These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. The gold is faith which only Christ can give. Faith in his word, faith that in him all things are possible. 
So, Jesus’ admonition is not that they shouldn’t work hard. Instead, he was teaching them, and he wants to teach us, that working hard and gaining material things is necessary, but it should not control us. It should not be our focus. It certainly is not a measure of success. What we can invest in God’s kingdom is our time, talents and treasures. We 

are accountable for all three. What kind of investment are you making?  True success is in being spiritually rich.

True success is not found in ones position in life, but in displaying righteousness of life. Clothing is very often a symbol of position or rank (policeman, fireman, doctor, military). The fancy clothes symbolized: pride of ones position in life.  Remember the story of the emperor who wore no clothes?  He paid two tailors large sums of money to make the finest clothes only to have them deceive him. They told him he was wearing the finest robe in the kingdom. The king believed their lie walking around the castle in his birthday suit. Everyone was too fearful to tell the king the truth. Until one little boy blurted out, The emperor has no cloths on. Embarrassed the king ran for cover. Like the Emperor we all have things that we would like to hide, to cover up, but Christ sees them – he sees us in our naked sinfulness. When Adam and Eve sinned they realized they were naked and wanted to cover themselves.  Jesus offers hope! He calls them to buy white clothes. After all, white always is symbolic of purity. White clothes are quite a contrast to their spiritual nakedness and the black cloth famous at Laodicea. White clothes always speak of righteousness. He offers His righteousness. It is by his righteousness that we are seen to be justified by God. Not our own self-righteousness. Paul said, You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ (Galatians 3:26-27). A righteous life; priceless!

True success is not found in earthly wisdom, but in heavenly wisdom. They had a miracle ointment that could be rubbed on the eyes to improve eyesight. They thought that because of their great knowledge and wisdom in the area of medicine that they were successful. No doubt, they thought they were wise in all areas of life. So, Jesus is not condemning wisdom. He is condemning relying on the wisdom of man to the exclusion of the wisdom of God. Proverbs 9:10, The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
A single mom was trying to raise two teenagers on a teacher’s aide’s salary. The job she had hoped for went to someone else. She prayed, I don’t know what to do Lord. Please tell me things are going to be okay. One night as she waited tables wishing she could be home with her kids an elderly lady said, I believe you are to have this ring. God wants you to know that things are going to be okay. She broke down in tears. Thank you for giving me hope. Those are the very words I needed to hear. She got a job that allowed her to spend more time with her kids. She wears that ring reminding her that God is always one step ahead, providing for her every need. Wisdom from above.
Three things we need faith, righteousness and wisdom. They’re all available if only we ask.

His Presence Always Brings Cheer.  Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.  To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne (Rev 3:20-21). When Jesus speaks of overcoming He is talking about the certainty of victory. Those who get together with Jesus at dinner, those things that would terminate the light and influence of Jesus in our life do not stand a chance.

Many of us are familiar with these wonderful words, due to the genius of a painter named Holman Hunt. In his painting we observe a door shut, with rusted hinges, all overgrown with rank, poisonous weeds, which indicate how long the door has been closed. There stands amid the night dews and the darkness, the patient Son of man, one hand knocking on the door and the other bearing a light. Hunt's famous painting made one critic remark: Mr. Hunt, you have painted a masterpiece, but you have made one very serious mistake. You have painted a door without a handle. That is no mistake, the handle is on the inside! [The painting hangs in St. Paul's Cathedral in London.] It reminds me of the story of a family that went to an art gallery. They stopped at the famous picture of Jesus knocking on the door, drawn from this passage. A little girl looked up at her Dad and said, Daddy, we would let him in, wouldn’t we?

Jesus presence is always ready to bring us cheer, but the door is ours to open.  If we respond Jesus will prevent the influence of anything to terminate what we are intended to be in His purpose. If that happens in all of us, there are no limits on what He can do in us as a body of people. The message comes individually, but He wrote to groups of people. He wants us to be a people so that His fullest life can flow through us.

Day after day, the loving father came to the hospital, often with flowers in his hand. He would sit beside the bed of his comatose 6-year-old daughter, talking to her about the wonderful world outside her window. Sometimes he would tell her a story. But in her unconscious state, the only sound she ever made was her labored breathing.
One day her nurse, touched by the father’s unrewarded faithfulness, ventured to say, It must be hard giving so much love when she’s like this. He quickly responded, I’m going to keep on coming and bringing flowers and telling her stories even if she’s oblivious to it because I love her whether or not she loves me back. What a tender picture of God’s love! Patiently, untiringly, He keeps on loving us. It is wise to listen when Jesus speaks. We do not want to miss out on His counsel which can bring us hope or his presence which can bring us cheer. Listen up! AMEN!
