THE BEST IS YET TO COME

#10 Knowing God’s WILL!
March 22nd, 2009 – Revelation 5:1-14


Four chemistry majors at a university decided to take a road trip just prior to their senior finals. Due to their extended partying they were late in getting back to campus, and missed their main chemistry final exam for the semester. However, they decided to tell their professor that they had had a flat tire on the way back to campus and wanted to take a makeup. The professor graciously agreed. When the students came to take the exam they were placed in four corners of the room. Turning the test over, they were confronted with a single question: Which tire? 

Can you think of some words that describe that scene? Panic or crisis comes to my mind. It’s possible that you have experienced some crisis, big or small, recently. Perhaps your crisis has been a lost set of keys, a near-deficit at the bank, a child who has been disappointed at school, a relational conflict at work, or one of a thousand other tension-building circumstances. Yet, most of these crises pale in light of acts of violence, economic downturns, or social decay in our broader communities. These community crises fade before global crises. Magazines are declaring a Global Financial Crisis. The greatest crisis a person will face however is the battle for the eternal destiny of their soul. A young undergraduate at Cambridge who had never read the Bible before was given a New Testament to read. He commented, after reading.  It was a bit repetitious at the beginning, but I did enjoy the science-fiction at the end! This is not science fiction, but reality. Let’s hear chapter five from the WatchWord Bible this morning.
THE KEY THAT UNLOCKS THE BOOK OF REFVELATION
Chapter five continues the vision of the throne room that John saw in chapter four. Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals (Revelation 5:1). Our attention is now drawn to a scroll. We could say this is a scroll within a scroll. Revelation itself is a scroll.
The Greek word Biblion means SCROLL (book or writing). Biblical writing was done on a sheet of papyrus (a paper -like material made from the reed of a plant) about eight inches wide and ten inches long (our paper is 8 ½ by 11). There were two columns on it, written in the Greek language. When a document was longer than one sheet, the sheets were attached to one another. Then to store them or to take them from place to place, they were rolled or scrolled up. That is what is being described. The scroll of the book of Revelation is about fifteen feet long. The Gospel of John is almost twenty-five feet. Lengths varied upon size.
Sealed scrolls were the last WILL and testament of an individual. Roman law required that a will be sealed seven times. The will of Caesar Augustus was sealed in this way.  When a person prepared his will, seven witnesses attested to the will, and each one sealed it. Wax was poured on the place where it was sealed, and they signed it as well. When the person died and the will was to be executed, the seals could be broken only by each witness or a legal representative of each witness, who was present for the unsealing of the scroll and its reading. This is one of those scrolls. Sealed scrolls were usually a last will and testament of an individual. How many have a will? If you do not, I would strongly suggest you get one. It will save a lot of hassle for your loved ones in the future. As an only child my mom had a will with specific instructions to be read upon her death. We have a will for our family.
The scroll is the KEY that opens the entire book of Revelation. God’s will begins to unfold the future events of chapter 6-18. God’s purpose to reward His people, to give them their inheritance, and on the flip side it condemns the wicked. It is the will of destiny, the world’s destiny. It can get confusing because one can get caught up in a series of seven’s (seven seals, trumpets & bowls). What happens in the final four chapters (19-22) has to do with the results of the unscrolling of the scroll. Let that be fixed in your mind. Without the key, we won’t understand what is really taking place in Revelation – other than a whole lot of crisis and turmoil, followed by a nice ending. A man once told a group of people that he was very optimistic about world events. Someone asked him how he could be with all the sin and suffering in the world. He answered, Because I have read the last two chapters in the Bible and WE WIN. There is no devil in the first two chapters of the Bible and no devil in the last two chapters of the Bible. And I’m proud to be a part of something that does away with the devil. There are reasons behind the crisis and turmoil, and a reason that it has to happen before we come to the nice ending. Don’t lose the key as we read further. That is why today’s message is called KNOWING GOD”S WILL!
THREE TRUTHS REGARDING GOD’S LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT
Regarding our planets intended purpose: Chapter four ends: You are worthy, our Lord and God…for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being. Note that statement about the will of God and His original intention for His creation. God had a will for our planet. Everything that takes place in the book of Revelation focuses on what the Lord is doing on planet earth and what He is doing with mankind. God planned the earth as a place for mankind. Isaiah 45:18 says, For this is what the LORD says – he who created the heavens, he is God; he who fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but formed it to be inhabited…
Hebrew word for create means to make without preexisting material. Ever try to make something out of nothing? Doesn’t work to good does it? Let there be________. I’m sure each of us could find something in which to fill in that blank (money; latest gadget etc…). But the end result was for the earth to be inhabited by people created in His own image. God made us to experience the joys of fruitfulness in life, the multiplying of family and its pleasures (most of the time), a culture and atmosphere untainted by sin’s destructiveness, and the prospect of dominion .    God blessed them and said to them, Be fruitful and increase in number, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule over…every living creature (Genesis 1:28). The word rule is key here. Human dominion on earth meant that God was giving mankind the responsibility and the untainted capacity to develop and govern a planet. One to be cultivated in all its potential without the inhibiting presence of sickness, death, or evil. That was what God willed for humans when He created us and when He bestowed on us the awesome possibilities of rule or dominion.
Can you imagine what life would have been like today, given the unlimited capacities originally given to us before the fall? Possibly that every discovery or technological invention that we know today would have been developed sooner, and none of the potential evil introduced by the curse of sin. For example, learning to harness the power of the atom would have brought only blessing rather than a Nagasaki & Hiroshima. Our world would certainly have been a much different place would it not? Our God’s original will was so amazing!
Regarding the curse on our planet. When man stepped outside the original will and purpose of God he gave up his right to rule and submitted himself to a curse. As a result our whole planet has been groaning as in pains of childbirth right up to the present day (Romans 8:22). Zechariah has a vision 600 years earlier that parallels John’s vision. He sees a flying scroll with writing on the front and the back. God said, This is the curse that is going out over the whole land; for according to what it says on one side, every thief will be banished, and according to what it says on the other; everyone who swears falsely will be banished (Zechariah 5:3). The writing of this curse would achieve two things. Expel the thief and expel the liar. In the midst of this curse we have hope!
The recovery process begins NOW in the lives of people who enter into the will of God through Jesus Christ. Does thief and liar ring any bells in your mind? Sounds like Jesus’ words describing the master thief and liar – Satan.

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full     (John 10:10). Jesus plan is to bring abundant life to us in the midst of the curse. A pastor and a lawyer were chatting. What do you do if you make a mistake on a case? Asked the pastor. Try to fix it if it’s big; ignore it if it’s insignificant. What do you do? Replied the lawyer. Oh, more or less the same. The other day I meant to say the devil is the father of liars, but instead I said the devil is the father of lawyers. So I let it go! God has willed the ultimate recovery on this earth from the curse that has been lost in the past, by reason of human failure or Satan’s deceptions. 
Jesus wants for people to know the personal scrolls of their lives beginning to be unsealed. Jesus comes and opens up what we are intended to be and what God wants us to know. We don’t have to wait for heaven for God to show us His good plan for us TODAY. He wants to begin unfolding His WILL right NOW. That is what abundant life is all about. This is a present moment, visible expression of the rule of Jesus Christ the Lamb of God. Jesus overthrows the thief who would like to steal from us. Jesus overthrows the liar who would like to confuse our minds. That will is expressed in many ways as he guides and directs us in our daily lives.
A stock boy at a grocery story offered a check – out girl a ride home from the grocery store in which they worked. 
When he dropped her off, he asked if maybe he could see her again, outside of work. She simply said it wasn't possible. He pressed and she explained she had two children and she couldn't afford a babysitter, so he offered to pay for the baby-sitter. Reluctantly she accepted his offer for a date for the following Saturday.
That Saturday night he arrived at her door only to have her tell him that she was unable to go with him. The babysitter had called and canceled. To which he simply said, Well, let's take the kids with us. She explained that her son was in a wheelchair .He was born a paraplegic with Down syndrome. He said, I still don't understand why the kids can't come with us? She was amazed. Most men would run away from a woman with two kids, especially if one had disabilities - just like her first husband.  He was not ordinary - he had a different mindset. They went to dinner and the movies and had a terrific time. At the end of the evening, she knew this was the man she was going to marry and spend the rest of her life with. A year later, they were married.  Since then they have added five more kids. So what happened to this stock boy and check-out girl? Well Kurt & Brenda Warner now live in Arizona, where he quarterbacks the Arizona Cardinals. Kurt is a bold witness for Jesus Christ. God guides and directs the events of our lives. His plan is that we have a full life in Christ.  Enter His will NOW! 
Judgment is not retaliatory.  1 Peter 2:23 says: When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. Jesus did not strike back. I am reminded of a bumper sticker that said, I don’t get mad, I get even. God is not saying, I have had it up to here with earth and mankind. I am bigger than you are, and payday has come. God is not retaliatory. He is not trying to get even as we so often do in life. What we discover in chapters 6-18 is the visual dimension as the judgment unfolds that will drive out the curse as the thief – liar is banished forever. 
Judgments is retributive. This happens when something has taken place and a consequence of that action follows – and nothing can change it. It is a natural by – product of a violation of essential order. It is a punishment that is deserved due to the consequences of sin. Galatians 6:7-8: Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. God is not saying, I want you to do it this way because I am in charge.  I have created things to work in a way that will be good for you. Here are the guidelines so that you don’t ruin the equipment and mess everything up. Ask King David about retribution on a personal level or a child having privileges removed.  Retribution that comes upon the whole earth results from mankind getting out of sync with all that God intended. God is not in heaven passing out curses. His desire is to see the curse broken. The scales of cosmic justice will be balanced as the earth reaps what it has sown upon itself.
Till then take comfort in the fact that the curses worst remains restrained. The fullness of this horror could have happened a long time ago. Why hasn’t it? Because of the restraining hand of God the Father. The Bible says, For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way (2 Thessalonians 2:7). Peter reminds us: The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance      (2 Peter 3:9).  
On October 30, 1974, Muhammad Ali and George Foreman squared off in the boxing ring in Zaire. Foreman was heavily favored, and considered the hardest puncher in heavyweight history. Ali did something in that fight that no other fighter had ever dared to try. He held up his arms against his face and leaned back against the ropes allowing Foreman to punch away at him for eight rounds. The strongest boxer in history beat on Ali until he could punch no more. When the right moment came, Ali bounced off the ropes and knocked out Foremen, sending him into retirement. Ali called his technique “rope-a-dope.” Even though it looked like he was losing the fight, and losing badly, he was in control the whole time. He took all those punches because he knew he would deliver the final blow. 
At times it may seem that hell is landing all the heavy punches and having the ultimate heyday. In your life things may look completely out of control because of the way a person is acting or the way circumstances are coming down, or the way our nation and the world seem to be headed. Remember that beyond whatever is going on, there is ONE who is in control and He holds in His hand the final knockout punch for Satan. He has the ultimate and final control of all destiny. In our present situation we can invite His control by praying, Lord Jesus; this situation is out of my hands and control. I release it into your hands. Let your kingdom come and you will be done. In Jesus name. Amen. Step back and watch our Heavenly Father go to work on our behalf. 
Regarding the LION – LAMB of our planet. Then one of the elders said to me, Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals. Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain…. He had seven horns and seven eyes…He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne (Rev 5:5-7). How can a lion be a lamb? Both are opposites. An oxymoron like artificial grass, rap music, working vacation, jumbo shrimp, or holy war. The terms do not belong together — except in heaven. Here the lion is the lamb. Once again we see the O.T. Scriptures come alive:
Lion from the Tribe of Judah. This title goes back to the blessing that Jacob gave to his son Judah just before he died (Gen 49:9-10). Judah receives the prophecy that Jesus would be like a lion, a ruler who would overcome His enemies by His overwhelming power. So this image is one of power. The Lamb looking as it had been slain. Isaiah 53:7 says…he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. We know that lambs do not literally have seven horns and seven eyes. A horn symbolized power (Micah 4:13). An eye symbolized knowledge (2 Chronicles 16:9). Seven symbolizes fullness. Jesus is all powerful and all knowing, and by His sacrifice on the cross Jesus has taken away our sins. Interpreting symbolic language literally can cause misinterpretation if we fail to see these in light of the Old Testament.
The uniting of the Lion and the Lamb was wonderfully portrayed by C.S. Lewis in one of his seven books in the Narnia Chronicles, The Lion Witch, & the Wardrobe.  A great lion, Aslan (Jesus) rules in majesty and roars in triumph, but he does so because he submits to being put to death by the evil characters controlled by the White Witch (Satan). At last the kingdom of Narnia is freed from its bondage to winter and the springtime of the world arrives. It is a beautiful use of these symbols. As the Lion of Judah our Lord reigns, but if anyone is weak and faltering, helpless or hopeless, he or she will find a compassionate Savior -- because this Lion is also a Lamb! As the Lamb of God he is filled with mercy and grace, but if any should presume upon that grace and begin to live a rebellious or defiant life, let him beware -- because this Lamb is also a Lion! 
WHAT DO WE DO NOW THAT WE HAVE THE KEY TO GOD’S WILL?

Never underestimate the power of the cross. God is not responsible for all the terrible things that are happening in the world. His love remains strong and constant. Jesus became a curse for us (Colossians 3:13). One day, a guest went to visit a church. As he was parking his car someone said, I always park there! You took my place! The guest was upset by the rude welcome but said nothing. Next, the guest went inside for worship and sat down. Someone said, That’s where I always sit! You took my place! The guest was even more troubled but said nothing. As the congregation was inviting Christ to dwell among them, the guest stood up, and his appearance began to change. Horrible scars became visible on his hands. Someone noticed and said, What happened to you? The guest replied as his hat became a crown of thorns, and a tear fell from his eye, I took your place!   Jesus took our place. The power of the cross continues to break the grip of the curse on the self-centered lives of people both inside and outside the church. Oh how he loves you and me…. He gave His life. What more could He give? 
Never underestimate the power of prayer. Did you notice what the creatures and elders hold in their hands in verse eight? A harp and a bowl! Since old Testament days, the harp has been an instrument of worship. Our worship is precious to God. The golden bowls were saucer-like pans used in the tabernacle and the temple. The incense produced an agreeable fragrance and the rising smoke ascending towards heaven represented the prayers of the saints rising up to the Lord (Ps. 141:2). When we pray for His kingdom to come and we see nothing happening we need to remember that our prayers are gathering as a sweet fragrance in heaven. Realize that one day our prayer will be answered. So whatever you are praying for, when it doesn’t seem to be happening, know that heaven is not going to leave any prayer unanswered. We need to learn how to PUSH in prayer. Pray Until Something Happens. Don’t get discouraged if the answer is slow in coming. Be like Dori in Finding Nemo. Keep on praying!
A notice on a college bulletin board: Due to unfortunate circumstances, our course -- 'Predicting Your Future' -- has had to be canceled.  The Father does not cancel out our lives by ripping up the scroll because of our sin and failures. He entrusts His will to His Son. Jesus says, I’m not going to let this will go or my people. Now that you know the WILL, never underestimate the power of the cross or the power of prayer in your life because I am in the process of restoring My Fathers WILL. It’s just a matter of time. You can experience a full life, NOW!  Amen! 
